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On October 28th, the Superintendent Starr released his recommendations for school construction in the Richard Montgomery Cluster (Beall, College Gardens, Ritchie Park, Twinbrook, JW, RM).  For the complete RM Cluster section of the Superintendent's Recommended 2013 Capital Budget and the FY2013-2018 Capital Improvements Program, go to http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/planning/PDF/CIP13_Ch4_MontgomeryR.pdf 
In summary, the recommendation is for the construction of a fifth elementary school in our cluster, RM Cluster Elementary School #5 on Edmonston St., off of Wootton Parkway, with a request for funding to allow a scheduled opening of August 2015.  Dr. Starr has recommended the school-only option with a program capacity of 740 students.  No other elementary additions have been recommended at this time because MCPS believes the new school with this program capacity will address revised projected enrollment.  There will be a boundary study conducted in connection with opening the new elementary school and there will be some Ritchie Park families going to the new school for the 2015-2016 school year.  Dr. Starr also recommended the construction of the JWMS addition, which will bring the program capacity from 986 to 1444 students, with a funding request to allow for an August 2016 opening.  Any Ritchie Park family with a child in 2nd through 5th grade may be impacted by construction at JW. 
The PTA is pleased that Dr. Starr recognized the significant need for school construction projects in the RM Cluster and recommended projects that will address the current overcrowding in the elementary schools and the impending overcrowding at the middle school.  We understand that families may have questions regarding how these planned construction projects will affect the learning environment for their children.  If you do, please plan to attend the Richard Montgomery Cluster PTA Facilities Meeting on Monday, November 7, 7:30-9pm in the RMHS cafeteria to discuss these CIP recommendations with MCPS staff and other officials.     
Also, on Monday, November 14, 2011, beginning at 7pm, the Board of Education will be hearing public testimony about the CIP.  Testimony that night will include one of the RM Cluster Coordinators, Cheryl Moss Herman, advocating for the construction needs of our cluster.   The BOE must approve the Superintendent's recommendations and send them to the County Council for funding in order for the projects to stay on schedule.  We need Ritchie Park parents to attend to show the importance of these projects to our families.  Please plan to attend wearing your Ritchie Park shirts! 
 
MCCPTA Update 
On October 25th, the MCCPTA Delegates Assembly voted to approve all of the following budget and CIP related resolutions.  The resolution in support of a teen curfew in Montgomery County was voted down, but the resolution in opposition to a teen curfew passed.    
·  Proposed Resolution on MCCPTA FY 2013 Operating Budget Priorities and Proposed FY 2013 Operating Budget Compact   
·   Proposed Resolution on the FY2013 Capital Improvement Program Budget and FY 2013-2018 CIP    
·   Proposed Resolution on Co-Location of County Services at MCPS Schools    
·   Proposed Resolution on Procedures for Site Selection Process    
·   Proposed Resolution in Support of Legislation Creating a Teenage Curfew in Montgomery County  
·   Proposed Resolution in Opposition to Legislation of a Limited Teen Curfew in Montgomery County    

