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MCPS Calendar Nov 9, 2016-
Jan 31, 2017!
- November 11,12– Early release K-8!
- November 25 – Early release  
- November 26, 27  –  No school  
- December 24, 25, 28-31 – No school!
- January 1, 2017  –  No school !
- January 18, 2017  –  No school!
- January 25, 2017  –  No school!

!

From the Desk of Principal 
Daniel E. García 

Dear Ridgeview Community:!
 !
It is hard to believe but the end of the first quarter is upon us! I am proud of how hard 
the students and staff have worked to make it a successful one. Friday, November 
4th will be the end of the first marking period. This means there are still a few days 
left to make sure you and your child have checked EdLine for any missing grades/as-
signments. If you need help setting up your Edline account, please contact Ms. 
Marable at: Alice_Marable@mcpsmd.org. We want students to finish strong!!
 !
I want to strongly encourage you to join our PTSA. They are very dedicated individuals 
who do so much for our school. Membership registration forms can be found in the 
main office lobby. The next PTSA meeting will take place on Wednesday, November 
9th at 7:00 p.m. in the media center. I hope to see you all there!!
 !
I also want to strongly encourage you to join our Parent Diversity Council. The mission 
of this organization, among others, is to maximize the academic performance of our 
minority students. Topics covered at the Parent Diversity Council include college 
readiness, how to help children achieve academic success, how parents can advocate 
for their children in schools, and much more. The next meeting of the Parent Diversity 
Council will take place on Wednesday, January 25th at 6:30 p.m. in the media center. 
Spanish interpreters will be available. All parents are welcome to attend.!
 !



Please mark your calendars:  There will be no school for students on Monday, No-
vember 7th or Tuesday, November 8th. Parent Teacher Conference Day will take place 
on Thursday, November 10th from 1:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the gymnasium. This 
event will be arena style so appointments are not necessary. Also, please remember 
that Thursday, November 10th and Friday, November 11 are early release days, stu-
dents will be dismissed at 12:30 p.m. and there will be no activity buses.!
 !
Finally, I want to thank those parents who have attended our PTSA and Parent Diversi-
ty Council meetings, as well as, our Math Night and Principal’s Coffee. It was very nice 
meeting all of you and I look forward to meeting more of you in the near future.!
!
Sincerely,!
Mr. Daniel E. García!!!!
!
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Ms. Sheron!
Dear Ridgeview Families,!
Believe it or not, the first quarter of the 
school year is over! The 6th grade stu-
dents have been working diligently to 
complete the first quarter academically 
successful. During lunch, our students 
have been actively seeking out their 
teachers for extra help and reassess-
ment opportunities. I am so proud to see 
our students advocating for themselves 
in their classes. I am looking forward to 
seeing the results of their labor when 
the honor roll and straight A data comes 
out!!
Every year as we enter into the holiday 
season, I reflect on how thankful I am to 
be a part of the Ridgeview community.  
It has been such a pleasure getting to 
know the 6th graders throughout this 
first quarter. They are a spirited group of 
students who have such an amazing en-
ergy and excitement about school! I am 
working with them on creating a sense 
of community amongst themselves as a 
class, and I have been prompting them 
to be kind and respectful in all of their 
interactions with each other. Whether it 
is cleaning up someone else’s trash in 
the lunch room or helping a fellow 
classmate pick up books that they may 
have dropped in the hallway, I have 
communicated the importance of taking 
care of one another in order to demon-
strate being respectful, responsible, and 
ready to learn; the Ridgeview core val-
ues. So far they are doing a wonderful 
job demonstrating these values and I 

look forward to providing them more op-
portunities to do so in the future.!
As we enter into quarter 2 please make 
sure to stay on top of your child’s acad-
emic progress.  Checking Edline regularly 
and making sure they have a time and 
place to complete homework is vital to 
their success. Unfortunately, we typically 
see a decrease in academic performance 
quarter 2 of the school year. This is in 
part because the work gets more diffi-
cult, but there are also a lot of disrup-
tions to their regular schedule with both 
Thanksgiving and Winter Break.  Please 
make sure you encourage your child to 
seek out their teacher if they need addi-
tional assistance understanding key con-
cepts along the way.  !
As a reminder we have parent confer-
ence on November 10th from 1-6:30PM 
in the gymnasium. The conferences are 
“arena style” which means you can come 
and talk to whomever you like.  Each 
conference with an individual teacher will 
be 5-7 minutes long. Although this is the 
designated conference day county-wide, 
please don’t hesitate to contact the 6th 
grade counselor, Ellen Berman, or myself, 
if you ever want to set up a time to talk 
about your child’s progress or needs as 
we go throughout the year. Creating a 
lasting and open relationship between 
home and school is vital in facilitating 
the success of each child. !
On behalf of the 6th grade team I would 
like to wish everyone a healthy, happy, 
and safe holiday season!!

Stephanie S. Sheron 
!!!



Ms. McLurkin 
Ridgeview Participates in Annual Dads 
Take Your Child to School Day.!
The attendance at Ridgeview’s Dads 
Take Your Child to School Day was excel-
lent. Thank you to the fathers and 
mothers who attend the school’s first 
annual event. The event included an op-
portunity to meet the new principal, 
Daniel Garcia and other members of the 
Ridgeview staff.  A presentation by the 
school’s psychologist, Shomara Reyes 
focused on the importance of Dads and 
how they can be more involved at the 
school.!
Here are some facts shared by Ms. 
Reyes:!
• When fathers are involved in the lives 
of their kids, especially with their educa-
tion, children learn more, perform better 
in school, and exhibit healthier behavior. 
Even when fathers do not share a home 
with their kids, their active involvement 
can have a lasting and positive impact.!
• Did you know –!
• Preschoolers with involved fathers 
have stronger verbal skills than those 
with less involved fathers.!
• Girls who have a close, warm relation-
ship with their father have a stronger 
competence in mathematics.!
• Boys with highly involved fathers in 
their life receive superior grades and per-
form a year above their expected age 
level on achievement tests.!
• Adolescents and young adults develop 
better verbal skills, intellectual function-
ing, and academic achievement when fa-
thering style is active and nurturing. !
• Today, father absence is among the 
most pervasive social problems challeng-
ing American families. But the presence 

of a responsible father improves a vari-
ety of outcomes for children and serves 
as a protective factor against problem 
behaviors including teen drug use, preg-
nancy, truancy, and criminal activity. 
Thus, supporting and encouraging fa-
thers to become more present and ac-
tively involved in their child's life offers 
significant potential to empower individ-
ual lives, foster families, and contribute 
to community well-being.!
• Mentors and positive father figures can 
provide support, advice, friendship, rein-
forcement and constructive examples. 
Quality mentoring relationships offer sig-
nificant potential to reduce the adverse 
effects of father absence by improving 
young people’s attitudes toward par-
ents, encouraging students to focus on 
their education, and helping children face 
daily challenges. Also, mentoring serves 
as an important means to promote re-
sponsible fatherhood via supporting and 
encouraging caring adults to become ac-
tively involved in the lives of children and 
youth.!
• Mentoring—the presence of a caring 
adult offering support, advice, friendship, 
reinforcement and constructive exam-
ples—has proven to be a powerful tool 
for helping young people fulfills their po-
tential.!
• Research results show that mentoring:!
• Improves young people's attitudes to-
wards their parents, peers and teachers!
• Encourages students to stay motivat-
ed and focused on their education and 
provides a positive way for young people 
to spend free time!
• Helps young people face daily chal-
lenges and offers opportunities for youth 



to consider new career paths and get 
much-needed economic skills and knowl-
edge!
• Moreover, quality mentoring offers 
significant potential to reduce the ad-
verse effects of father absence and 
serves as an important tool to promote 
responsible fatherhood by supporting 

and encouraging caring adults to be-
come actively involved in the lives of 
children and youth.!
• Reference:  https://www.fatherhood.-
gov/content/school!
• Reference:  https://www.fatherhood.-
gov/content/become-mentor!

Ms. Kimberly McLurkin 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!



From your PTSA  
Dear Ridgeview Community:!

The PTSA is off to a great start this year 
thanks to all your support. We cannot em-
phasize enough that we are interested in 
ALL components of the PTSA being active 
supporters. This means, we are hoping that 
parents, teachers/staff, and students will be 
dues paying members of the PTSA. It is not 
too late to pay your dues. Membership 
forms can be picked up in the front office, 
completed, and returned to the front office 
with your payment. Membership dues can 
also be collected at PTSA meetings. The 
PTSA meets on the second Wednesday of 
each month at 7 p.m. in the Media Center. 
We hope to see you there. This is a good 
way to keep up with activities, stay in-
formed, and offer input into upcoming 
events. Let your voice be heard.  Participate 
in the PTSA today!!

First Quarter PTSA Activities/Events!
New Parent Open House!
Back to School Night Fair!
Quince Orchard Football Tailgate!

Private Screening of Screenagers in conjunc-
tions with the area Cluster PTSAs!
Chipotle Community Night Out!
Coal Fire Community Night Out!
Movie Night Out – Middle School: The Worst 
Years of My Life!

Second Quarter PTSA Activities/Events!
Jumping Rock Night Out!
Chik-Fil-A Community Night Out!
Potomac Deli Community Night Out!
Book Fair at Barnes and Noble (co-spon-
sored with Media Center)!

Thanks for all your support.  We look for-
ward to seeing you at our PTSA sponsored 
events.!

Meeting Dates!

December 14!
January 11!
February 8!
March 8 !
April – No Meeting (Spring Break)!
May 10 – PTSA Elections!
June 7 – PTSA Volunteer Appreciation 

Sherri E. Wood-Powe 
2016-2017 RMS PTSA President!
swoodpowe@gmail.com !

PTSA Attachments:!
Roll Out the Red Carpet - teachers/staff PTSA Members!

November 11 Fundraiser Event - Rockin Jump!

November 14 Spirit Night - ChickfilA!!!!!

mailto:swoodpowe@gmail.com


Note from the Editor 
This is the The Key newsletter designed to inform families of news from the RMS staff, including past 
events and upcoming events for approximately 2 months.  If you wish to make contributions to The Key 
newsletter in the next issue, articles are due to 3tarbo@gmail.com by January 25, 2017.	


