
small groups of 6th graders 

were enriched by experiences 

provided under the auspices 

of the successful National Sci-

ence Foundation grant written 

by our Science IRT, Ms. Au-

tumn Myers. In the 6th grade 

Ms. Shelly Nicoll and Ms. Jen-

nifer Frye took 2 Chesapeake 

Bay Foundation field trips with 

small groups of 6th graders to 

focus on the science and ecol-

ogy of the Bay and the Chesa-

peake water table. Last week 

the entire 7th grade attended 

an interactive, engaging assem-

bly about the science of light. 

Next month the 8th graders 

will also have a science assem-

bly, òWhatõs the Matter.ó In 

the upcoming week all 7th 

graders will also attend a spe-

cial presentation on one of 

their core books, Tom Sawyer, 

at the American Film Institute 

in Silver Spring. This will be 

followed by a showing of   the 

original film version of the 

book. Finally I urge you all to 

come out this coming Friday 

evening, October 23, for the 

first Kids4Kids Ridgeview Tal-

ent Show. Weõll showcase a 

variety of student talent, with 

some special guest appear-

ances by teachers and staff. It 

should be a lot of fun.  

 

We are so fortunate at Ridge-

view to have excellent teach-

ers and staff and a very sup-

(Continued on page 2) 

When you read this article 

we will be in mid-October, 

nearing the end of marking 

period 1. So much has been 

going on across the school 

that itõs hard to remember 

that the 2010 school year 

began only 7 weeks ago. 

Across the grades students 

are making significant ef-

forts to turn in missing as-

signments and take advan-

tage of opportunities for re

- t e a c h i n g  a n d  r e-

assessment. Teachers have 

been working with students 

before and after school and 

giving up their lunch peri-

ods to provide extra help. 

Before school and during 

Advisory period students 

can also practice basic math 

skills in the computer lab 

using an on-line math inter-

vention program, Fasst 

Math. In Fasst Math the 

students practice basic 

math skills and seem to 

really enjoy this 15-minute 

time to work at their own 

pace and on the specific 

topics they need. All teach-

ers continue to monitor 

studentsõ performance and 

progress and strive to as-

sure that they are learning 

and mastering skills, con-

tent, and critical concepts.  

 

Over the past weeks the 

boyõs and girlsõ softball and 

cross country teams com-

peted in matches at home and 

at nearby middle schools. It 

was a very successful season 

for our Bobcats, with large 

numbers of staff, students and 

community members coming 

out to cheer them on. During 

the past month our band stu-

dents, under the direction of 

Ms. Heidi Schiller, were in-

vited to play with the Quince 

Orchard Marching Band at a 

recent Friday night high 

school football game. The 

Bobcats had pre-game prac-

tice with the high schoolers, 

under the direction of the 

high school band director 

under the watchful eye of Ms. 

Schiller. We all got to march 

proudly into the stadium as 

part of the processional at the 

beginning of the game. It was 

very exciting.  

 

This past week 80 of our 

Honors Geometry students, 

with their teacher, Ms. Jane 

Gibson, went to Quince Or-

chard High School to take the 

PSAT exam under the testing 

conditions that theyõll face as 

high schoolers in a few years. 

While their scores wonõt be 

reported to the College 

Board, the school and families 

do receive the individual stu-

dent reports. Many of last 

yearõs students actually well 

outperformed their high 

school counterparts.  Earlier 

this month the 7th graders and 
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Committee News, School News and Upcoming Events... 

portive school community. As you 

know, our school was recognized at 

the beginning of the school year for 

the outstanding number of volunteer 

hours our parents and community 

give to the school. Iõve just been in-

From the Desk of the Principal, Dr. LeVine (continued) 

formed that WJLA Channel 7 News 

would like to visit each of the win-

ning schools to film a clip for their 

òmorning hellos.ó Ms. Jahanmir, the 

school volunteer coordinator, and 

Ms. Elana Hoopes, the PTSA coor-

dinator, will work with us to determine 

a date. Weõll post the information on 

our web site as soon as itõs known. Itõs 

truly this strong foundation of school/

home/community partnership that 

helps all students succeed. 

2010 Bobcat Time Advisory Period 

Attention families of Grade 8 students! 

The application materials for the high 

school magnet programs will be avail-

able in mid-October on the MCPS 

Web site at http://

montgomeryschoolsmd.org/

curriculum/specialprograms.  These 

are exciting opportunities for inter-

esting and challenging experiences in 

high school.  The program at Richard 

Montgomery High School is an Inter-

national Baccalaureate Diploma pro-

gram.  Poolesville High School offers 3 

programs:  A Science, Mathematics, 

Computer Science program, a hu-

manities program, and a Global Ecol-

ogy program.   
 

To be eligible for the Poolesville pro-

grams, you must be in Algebra I or 

higher.  To be eligible for the Rich-

ard Montgomery program, you must 

be in Algebra I or higher AND have 

2 years of a foreign language (if you 

are a native speaker of Spanish, 

French, or Chinese, you may also be 

eligible).  Here are some important 

dates to remember: 
 

 

Monday, October 26, 2009   

IB Meeting at Richard Montgomery 

HS, 7 p.m. 
 

Monday, November 2, 2009 

Application Workshop at Wheaton 

HS, 7 p.m. 
 

Thursday, October 29, 2009 

Application Workshop at Gaithers-

burg HS, 7 p.m. 
 

Monday, November 9, 2009 

Application deadline (postmarked 

or delivered) 

This year Ridgeview has implemented 

a 30-minute daily advisory period af-

ter period 3. The purpose of Bobcat 

time is for students and staff to form 

connections that will promote effec-

tive learning and address academic, 

personal, interpersonal, career and 

healthy development for all students. 

Teachers will use the time for re-

teaching and reassessing, helping stu-

dents with goal setting and monitoring 

their grades, and providing individual 

and small group coaching, enrichment, 

and help. At the beginning of the 

school year we also used this time to 

discuss grading, school and teacher 

expectations, and to build teamwork 

and relationships among the students. 

Advisory is another time when stu-

dents can take AR tests, go to the 

Media Center to take out a book, go 

to other teachers for extra help using 

a pass system, practice using on line 

math and reading intervention pro-

grams, read, and get missed work.  

Through the Advisory period we are 

also able to avoid some interruptions 

to the regular instructional day. For 

example, scheduled building evacua-

tions and safety drills can be sched-

uled at that time. Teachers have held 

grade level town hall meetings and 

scheduled special programs and as-

semblies during Bobcat time. As with 

any new program we continue to as-

sess the effectiveness, develop activi-

ties, and solicit feedback and ideas. 

Bobcat Advisory period is off to a 

good start this year as we picture 

the possibilities of this new learning 

resource. 

http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/curriculum/specialprograms
http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/curriculum/specialprograms
http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/curriculum/specialprograms
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From the PTSA President - Holly Parker  

 Whew!  There has been so much 

going on the past three months; I 

hardly know where to start!   
 

Although it is just the second month 

of school, many PTSA committees 

have been hard at work throughout 

the summer.  Thank you to ever 

person who helped with the hun-

dreds of tasks that had to be com-

pleted to get ready for the start of 

school. 

A group of Ridgeview students will 

be participating in the National Spell-

ing Bee program. . The Fatherõs 

Group, which formed last year, has 

joined the PTSA as a committee.  

The Reflections and Math Olympiad 

programs have returned to Ridge-

view this year.  We are also looking 

forward to the new 3 on 3-

basktetball tournament in March.   
 

The Sally Foster sale and the book 

fair, which are our two main fund-

raisers for the PTSA, were held in 

September and October.  The first 

two restaurant nights were also very 

successful.  The Business promo-

tions committee has also been hard 

at work collecting box tops and plas-

tic bags to raise money.  All of these 

fundraising activities will provide 

funding for the cultural arts pro-

gram, staff appreciation activities, 

and all of the other programs and 

services that PTSA provides to the 

school. 
 

I think we are going to have a great 

year at Ridgeview.  Make sure you 

and your child are a part of it! 

 
 

 
Saturday, Nov. 7 & 14 at 7pm 

Sunday, Nov. 8 & 15 at 2:30 pm 

Tickets at the Door 

or call 301 840-4591 

Quince Orchard High School  

Auditorium 

15800 Quince Orchard Road 

Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

Quince Orchard High School Theatre Presents 

 

 

This ainõt no game! Join us as this 

popular game comes to life as a fun 

mystery-comedy on the Quince 

Orchard stage. Six people are in-

vited to 

Hill House for dinner and a little 

more! Meet all the notorious      

suspectsñ 

youõll love their dastardly doings as 

the laughs pile up before your eyes. 

Featuring: three surprise endings 

chosen by the audience! 

RMS is in the Running to Win $1,000!!! 

With your help, we know we can 

win!  All you need to do is collect as 

many recyclable (grocery and/or 

shopping) plastic bags as possible and 

bring them to school.  Just place them 

in the designated box in the cafeteria 

or drop them off at the front office. 

Our deadline is November 7th, so 

please start collecting now!   

Thank you for your support! 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mrgadget.com.au/catalog/images/inspector_gadget.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mrgadget.com.au/gadget/2008/top-10-gadget-totin-movie-heroes/&usg=__1cOWU036xLALWl5-r6VYOsqyYZ0=&h=329&w=250&sz=57&hl=en&start=2&um
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An article published in the June 2009 

issue of the Journal of Allergy and 

C l in ica l  Immuno logy,  t i t led 

"Management of food allergies in 

schools:  A perspective for aller-

gists," provided a review of relevant 

literature to help allergists address 

school-specific issues with their pa-

tients. 

A Note from the Health Room 

Food proteins can be airborne and 

induce reactions during heating and 

preparation of allergen-containing 

foods, and research findings support 

avoidance of allergy-causing foods 

for craft and cooking projects. 
 

Adverse responses to the odors of 

food are neurologic responses and 

do not trigger allergic reactions.  

The authors highlight a study of inhala-

tion challenges with peanut butter on 

30 school-aged children who had sig-

nificant peanut allergy; no reactions 

were reported.  The same children 

were exposed via skin contact to pea-

nut butter for one minute, and mild 

contact symptoms only were reported; 

none of the children experienced ana-

phylaxis. 

Ridgeview Middle School has en-

rolled with the Scripps National 

Spelling Bee.  Thatõs right, the one 

shown on ESPN and ABC in 

May!  RMS will host our local bee on 

Friday, January 29, 2010.  The winner 

of our bee will move on to the 

Montgomery County Regional Spell-

ing Bee on March 13, 2010.  Next 

stop ð Washington, DC and the Na-

tional Bee!  We have a great group 

of 8 kids who have been meeting 

every other Thursday during the 

after-school activity hour to learn 

tips and techniques on spelling.  Itõs 

not too late to join us!  Our next 

meeting will be held on October 29 

in room 220. 

We do need your help, though, to 

make this Bee really special for the 

If you have a child that plans to try out for a Fall sport in High School (fall of 2010), please remember that try-outs for 

Fall sports begin on or about Aug 15th. It is advised to make vacation plans accordingly--there are no waiers or late 

try-outs for kids that miss the date due to vacations, etc. Start checking the high school website in the Spring for 

more updates: 

 http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/qohs/ 

  

kids.  Janine Rauscher, chair of the 

PTSA Spelling Bee Committee, needs 

help in securing prizes for our spell-

ers.  If you or someone you know 

would like to help, please contact 

J a n i n e  a t 

wtpooh123@comcast.net.  And then 

mark your calendars for January 29 

to come cheer on our great spellers! 

Sally Foster Update 

ATTENTION 8TH GRADE PARENTS: 

Scripps National Spelling Bee comes to RMS! 

The Sally Foster Fundraiser will be 

extended until Friday, October 23rd. 

Please return your order form to 

your childõs first period teacher. 

The pick up times for Sally     

Foster  orders, not placed online will 

be Wednesday,  November  11, 

2009 from  4:00pm to 8:00pm .  

Please make arrangements to pick up 

your order during that time. 
 

Donõt forget, you can continue to 

order Sally Foster online throughout 

the school year.  Ridgeview will con-

tinue to receive credit.  You can 

order online at: www.sallyfoster.com.  

Just be sure to enter Ridgeviewõs ID # 

877759. 

If you have any questions, please con-

t a c t  D i a n e  S c h m i d  a t 

d e s c h m i d @ h u g h e s . n e t o r              

301-963-8166. 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/qohs/
mailto:wtpooh123@comcast.net
http://www.sallyfoster.com
mailto:deschmid@hughes.net


T H E  K E Y  P A G E  5  V O L U M E  1 1 ,  I S S U E  2  

W W W . M C P S . K 1 2 . M D . U S / S C H O O L S / R I D G E V I E W M S  

Committee News, School News and Upcoming Events... 

Volunteer News 

Many thanks to every parent who 

volunteered in August and Septem-

ber to help get the school year 

started.  We have all the committee 

chair positions filled and are looking 

forward to a great year. 
 

Make sure to record your volunteer 

hours by signing in and out of the 

register at school and keeping a re-

cord of the hours that you contrib-

ute away from school.  I will be col-

lecting those totals on a monthly 

basis. 

If you would still like to volunteer, 

and havenõt sent in the volunteer 

form, please contact me and I will be 

happy to get with you to find the 

perfect volunteer fit.  Volunteering 

at Ridgeview is a great way to get 

involved. 
 

Elana Hoopes 

RMS Volunteer Coordinator 

elana.hoopes@hp.com 

301-208-8143 

The Staff appreciation committee has 

swung into action! We started the 

year off with a fabulous staff break-

fast provided by our RMS parent 

volunteers.  A big thank you goes 

out to Faith Adler, Chilo Bonilla, 

Denise Feldman, Amy Fink, Fran 

Finkelstein, Minti Froh, Kelly Gross-

berg, Elana Hoopes, Donna Joe, 

Nancy Kelly, Lisa Konecke, Becky 

Loftus, Amy Mircoff, Susan Muma, 

Tara Murayama, Kristin Paolini, Janet 

Poetzschke, Janine Rauscher, Kathie 

A SPECIAL THANKS  to RMS Parents 

Rogers, Nan Ropelewski, Diane 

Schmid, Jane Webster and Kathy 

Willard. They made the breakfast a 

huge success! 

Survival kits were made for the staff 

for RMS Back to School Night. Many 

of our staff stay the entire day and 

donõt go home until after the evening 

activities are through. We distrib-

uted bags with apples, mints, candy 

bars, water and homemade baked 

goods. Contributors included Chilo 

Bonilla, Michele Feuer, Amy Fink, 

Fran Finkelstein, Charise Geiling, 

Mary Kay Habel, Elana Hoopes, Lisa 

Horowitz, Nancy Kelly, Lisa 

Konecke, Joanne Levitt, Amy Mir-

coff, Candace Niesen, Kristin 

Paolini, Holly Parker, Randi Poli, 

Diane Schmid, Dohi Shin, Jane 

Webster and Kathy Willard. Thank 

you so much. You are our shining 

stars! 

Becky Wolfe, 

Kerri Moyer and Valerie Fuster 

Staff Appreciation News 

RMS is fortunate to have parents 

who go above and beyond what is 

expected to support RMS and the 

RMS PTSA. 
 

We want to individually thank 

Wendy Shokrai.  Wendy works for 

Verizon where they recognize com-

munity nonprofit organizations.  

Wendy applied for this and Verizon 

rewarded Wendy and RMS PTSA 

$750.  We are so grateful to Wendy 

and to Verizon for their generosity; 

to Wendy for volunteering her time 

to RMS PTSA and to Verizon for 

offering this wonderful program.  

Thank you Wendy and Verizon. 
 

We also want to thank Susan Morri-

son for a wonderful job in putting 

together the directory.  She has a 

very short window to get the direc-

tory published.  We really appreciate 

her hard work and dedication to 

RMS PTSA.  Thank you Susan. 

One more special thanks to Kim 

Gleason for doing an amazing job 

with her gardening skills and creativ-

ity.  She has done a great job giving 

the school a ôgreenõ uplift and show-

ing some Halloween spirit in the 

courtyard which has been locked for 

almost a year.  Thank you Kim.     

mailto:elana.hoopes@hp.com
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In January 2009, MCPS organized a 

multi-stakeholder work group 

charged with exploring the complex 

issues surrounding mathematics 

teaching and learning in MCPS. The 

work group is currently investigating 

issues related to mathematics     

curriculum, instructional practices, 

a s s e s s m e n t ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l             

development, and acceleration. To 

further broaden the work groupõs 

perspective and to gain further input 

from key stakeholders, parent input 

is needed.  MCPS would like local 

PTAs to help collect feedback from 

parents on how to improve the K-12 

mathematics teaching and learning 

program in MCPS. PTAs must     

compile their schoolõs responses into 

MCPS Seeks PTA Input on Math Instruction 

a single summary sheet containing 

key points and e-mail it to the work 

group no later than Friday, October 

23, 2009.  MCPS is looking for   

responses to the following ques-

tions: 
 

What aspects of the MCPS    

mathematics program do you con-

sider to be strengths and do you 

believe should continue? 

What aspects of the MCPS    

mathematics program would you 

like to see changed, improved, and/

or enhanced? 

Do you feel that your child is    

prepared with the mathematical 

knowledge he or she needs for his/

her next steps? Next course? Why 

or why not? Explain. 

What experiences has your child had, 

or what experiences do you wish your 

child had, that have made or would 

make your chi ld stronger in        

mathematics? 

What suggestions do you have to offer 

for the improvement of the MCPS 

mathematics teaching and learning   

program? 
 

If you would like to submit comments 

that will be summarized into a        

response from our PTA, please send 

them to  Nancy Ket te rer  a t         

NLKetterer@alum.vassar.edu by    

October 18.    

 

There is Still Time to... 

register for Giant A+ Bonus Bucks, 

Safeway's eScrip, and Harris Teeter's 

Together in Education pro-

grams.  RMS has the potential to 

receive thousands of dollars from 

these educational programs.  We all 

need to join the bandwagon on this 

to make it happen.  It is necessary 

for all of us to renew our registra-

tions every year for RMS to receive 

credit.  Even if you don't shop at all 

of the above mentioned grocery 

stores, please register for all of them 

anyway.  The numbers count for 

special promotions.  See the follow-

ing for on-line sign up: 

 

G i a n t  A +  B o n u s  B u c k s : 

www.giantfood.com  

Look under "Our Stores" and click 

"A+" (code #00811) 

Safeway's eScrip: www.eScrip.com 

(code #6557446)  

Harris Teeter's Together in Educa-

tion: www.harristeeter.com 

Look under "community" and click 

"Together in Education" (code 

#6585) 

   

mailto:NLKetterer@alum.vassar.edu
http://www.giantfood.com
http://www.eScrip.com
http://www.harristeeter.com
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Ridgeview Middle school PTSA is proud this year to sponsor the Reflections Program. The program is designed to enhance a qual-

ity arts education and provides opportunities for students to express themselves artistically and to receive positive recognition for 

their artistic efforts.  
 

2009-10 Reflections Program Theme:   "Beauty is..!"  
 

PTA believes all children deserve a quality arts education and encourages students to pursue artistic expression through participa-

tion in its annual arts Reflections Program. The program offers students the opportunity to create works of art for fun and recog-

nition. Students are encouraged to create and submit works of art in six areas:  dance choreography, film production, litera-

ture, musical composition, photography , and the visual arts  (which include art forms such as drawing, painting, print making, 

and collage).  In its 40 year history, the program has encouraged millions of students across the nation and in American schools 

overseas to create works of art.  

Heidi Schiller (Musical Composition) and Angela Suggs (Visual Arts) have generously offered to promote the program with their 

students.  Each entry must be the original work of one student only, created expressly for the program and inspired by this yearõs 

theme: òBeauty isé!ó  Students who want to participate must submit their entries to Ridgeview PTSA by December 2, 2009. The 

winners will be sent on to the next level of judging.  

Additional details on the contest can be found on the National PTA website pta.org under the programs tab.  Please contact Tara 

Murayama, RMS PTSA Reflections Chair, at (301) 212-8855 / gmurayama@comcast.net  if you have any questions or would like 

more information. 

Reflections Program 

mailto:gmurayama@comcast.net
http://www.parenting.com/

