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John L. Gildner

Regional Institute for Children and Adolescents-RICA          

15000 Broschart Road * Rockville, Maryland 20850-3392 * 301-252-6900 * Fax: 301-251-6906
Office of the Principal
                                                                                     August 10, 2011

Dear JLG-RICA Families,
     Welcome to the 2011 - 2012 school year at JLG-RICA! I am delighted and honored to be serving as the Principal of this wonderful school.  The school staff and I are looking forward to working with you and your child this year as we live out our school motto to “Work Hard, Be Kind, and Dream Big”! We will continue to strive to provide an engaging and rewarding educational program for each and every student.  This school year promises to be a great one as we continue to make strides in helping each child reach their fullest potential. Parents and guardians are partners with us in preparing children for the demands of the 21st century; and when we work together success is sure to follow. Communication is a central component of the home-school partnership, so please look for monthly updates from me on our website on the new “Principal’s Page” and do not hesitate to contact me or the administrative team with any concerns or complements you may have.  

     This year we are fortunate to be welcoming experienced new staff, Dr. Deborah Taylor, Assistant Principal, and Dr. LaShayane Smith, middle school social studies teacher; as well as superior returning staff, Mrs. Nadine Zangueneh, high school mathematics teacher, and Mrs. Lenore Gelman, middle school teacher.  Please plan to join us at Back-To-School Night on Thursday, September 1, 2011 to learn more about our program and meet our staff.  This year we are hosting a “JLG-RICA Wellness Expo” with our state partners from 6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. in the gymnasium, providing information and displays on healthy living for children and adolescents.  Parents of students in the 5th - 8th grades and students enrolled in Health Education in High School will also have the opportunity during this time to review and examine materials from the Family Life and Human Development Program component of the MCPS Health curriculum, as well to speak with Mr. Ed Farrell, Health Instructor.  The Wellness Expo will be followed by a brief welcome and the opportunity to visit classes, concluding at 8:30 p.m.  
     In the interest of conservation of resources, I am pleased that JLG-RICA School is going “Green” this year and all the usual “beginning of the year” materials and information can be found on our website at: http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rica/  Simply click on the links on the homepage under “Summer Mailing Here!”; or if you prefer, call or come by the school office to receive hard copies of the materials.

Please review the following important dates, activities, and school policies and procedures with your child:

· Back-To-School Night 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. - September 1

· Labor Day Holiday - No School - September 5

· Early Release All - 1:00 - September 28

· School Portraits - September 30

· Teachers’ Convention - No School - October 21
· Marking Period 1 Ends - October 28

· Professional Day - No School - October 31

· Early Release Middle School 1:00 for Parent Conferences - November 10, 11

· Early Release All - 1:00 - November 23

· Winter Break-No School - December 26 - January 2

· STUDENT RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES – A Student’s Guide to Rights & Responsibilities in the Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) will be distributed to all students in September. This document contains important information regarding MCPS rules and guidelines. It is also online at: 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/students/rights/StudentRightsResponsibilities-English.pdf
· AGENDA BOOKS – Each student will be given an agenda book on the first day of school. Students should use their agenda books daily as an organizational tool to record assignments and as a reference for RICA policies and procedures. Students who lose their agenda books will need to purchase replacement copies from the school office for $3.00. 

· ELECTRONIC DEVICES – All electronic devices (e.g., cell phones, iPods, MP3 Players, video games, etc.) must be turned off and out of sight during school hours, with the exception of during lunch for high school students. Any cell phone used during the school day will be confiscated, to be returned at the end of the day for the 1st offense, and to the parent for the 2nd and any further offenses.  If a student does not give up a phone when requested by staff, they earn a Significant Incident.  Students may use cell phones after leaving the school building at dismissal.  RICA assumes no responsibility or liability for lost, stolen, or confiscated devices or for the unauthorized use of any such device. 

· SUMMER READING – All students should be working on their required summer reading assignments. This information was given to all students prior to the end of the school year, and is available on our website; copies are available in the school office and are mailed home to parents upon request. These assignments are due on the first day of school, August 29th, and will be collected by students’ English teachers. 
· MATH PACKETS – Summer math packets are mandatory for all students taking math courses during the upcoming school year. The problems in each packet are designed to review topics from previous courses that are important for continuing success in mathematics. Copies of the packets are available in the school offices, as well as on the RICA web site, and are mailed home to parents upon request. These packets are due on the first day of school, August 29th, and will be collected by students’ math teachers. 
· EMERGENCY CARD UPDATE - It is essential that parents/guardians keep their child’s emergency card updated at all times. The school must have a home or work number where the parent/guardian can be contacted in the event of an emergency. Important minutes can be lost calling disconnected or changed numbers. When you change jobs, residence, or your phone number, please call the office or send a note with the new information. Please list local friends or relatives for emergency contacts who are usually available if you should not be. For your child’s safety and protection, only those people listed on the emergency card will be able to pick up your child during school hours unless the office receives written permission. Please make sure your friend, relative, or neighbor has agreed to this responsibility. 
· IMMUNIZATIONS - All students are required to have up-to-date immunizations. Please be aware there is one revision to the 2009 – 2010 immunization requirements: Varicella (chickenpox) and Hepatitis B vaccines will be required for students entering preschool programs through 12th grade.
Students who are not completely immunized or who have not presented their immunization record may

be temporarily admitted to school. Students will be given up to 20 calendar days to get the needed

record/vaccines from their health care provider. Students needing immunizations who cannot

secure an appointment with their regular health care provider may be referred to health

       department.
· MCPS BUDGET - As these tight budget times continue, we appreciate the funding and support MCPS has received from the County Council.  We know we need to use our resources in the most efficient and effective manner.  MCPS staffing allocations are based on projected enrollment.  In some cases, it may become necessary for staffing changes to occur in schools if enrollment comes in below projection and doesn’t justify the staffing that was allocated.  If there is a need to make an adjustment in staffing based on actual enrollment, we will do our best to minimize the impact of these necessary adjustments and will keep you informed of any changes that may occur at RICA.

     Thank you for your continued support and being part of the JLG-RICA family. We are looking forward to working with you and to seeing all of our students on August 29 and all of our parents and guardians on September 1!







Best Regards,







Michelle







Michelle Schultze







Principal
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