
QUINCE QUINCE QUINCE QUINCE 
ORCHARD H.S.ORCHARD H.S.

S h  P t  M tiS h  P t  M tiSophomore Parents MeetingSophomore Parents Meeting
“Looking ahead to College “Looking ahead to College Looking ahead to College Looking ahead to College 

Readiness”Readiness”



WelcomeWelcomeWelcomeWelcome
Counselors:Counselors:

AA--AzAz -- Ms MastromatteoMs Mastromatteo
BB--Bo    Bo    -- Ms FagellMs Fagellgg
BpBp--Do Do -- MrMr DrownDrown

DpDp--Ho  Ho  -- MrsMrs YakubikYakubik
     l lHpHp--Lo  Lo  -- Ms MoselyMs Mosely

LpLp--Pa   Pa   -- MrMr JuradoJurado
PbPb Si    Si    M  G ld t i  M  G ld t i  PbPb--Si    Si    -- Ms Goldstein Ms Goldstein 
SjSj--Z     Z     -- MrMr PratherPrather



Common MythsCommon MythsCommon MythsCommon Myths
‘Colleges only look at 11‘Colleges only look at 11thth grade’grade’-- NOT TRUENOT TRUE
‘I don’t need to worry about college planning until ‘I don’t need to worry about college planning until I don t need to worry about college planning until I don t need to worry about college planning until 
next year’next year’-- NOT TRUENOT TRUE
‘Having lots of extracurricular activities will get me ‘Having lots of extracurricular activities will get me g gg g
into college’into college’-- NOT TRUENOT TRUE
‘It is better to get an ‘A’ in an honors than a ‘B’ in an ‘It is better to get an ‘A’ in an honors than a ‘B’ in an 
AP Course’AP Course’ NOT TRUENOT TRUEAP CourseAP Course -- NOT TRUENOT TRUE
‘4.0 students can get into any college they want’‘4.0 students can get into any college they want’-- NOT NOT 
TRUETRUE
‘Don’t worry, I got it taken care of’‘Don’t worry, I got it taken care of’--

DON’T BELIEVE ITDON’T BELIEVE IT



Expectations of 10Expectations of 10thth GradeGradeExpectations of 10Expectations of 10 GradeGrade
1010thth grade is a year when students need to take more grade is a year when students need to take more g yg y
responsibility for their educationresponsibility for their education
Students are expected to be more independentStudents are expected to be more independent
Work load is heavier and ‘higher thought process’ is Work load is heavier and ‘higher thought process’ is 
expectedexpected
Students need to be more selfStudents need to be more self--sufficientsufficientStudents need to be more selfStudents need to be more self sufficientsufficient
Competitive college admission’s process necessitates Competitive college admission’s process necessitates 
students starting to prepare earlier in high schoolstudents starting to prepare earlier in high school
Student needs to have ‘complete package’Student needs to have ‘complete package’-- i.e. GET i.e. GET 
INVOLVED in EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIESINVOLVED in EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES



Why are the 7 Keys so Why are the 7 Keys so y yy y
important?important?



Key 5 Key 5 ––yy
Algebra 2 with a ‘C’ or higher by Algebra 2 with a ‘C’ or higher by 

1111thth gradegrade1111 gradegrade



Key 6Key 6--yy
3 on an AP exam3 on an AP exam



Key 7 Key 7 ––
1650 SAT/ 24 ACT1650 SAT/ 24 ACT1650 SAT/ 24 ACT1650 SAT/ 24 ACT



What implications does this have What implications does this have pp
on planning the nexton planning the next

two years?two years?two years?two years?
Encourage your child to challenge themselves to Encourage your child to challenge themselves to 
their maximum abilitytheir maximum abilitytheir maximum abilitytheir maximum ability
Monitor their performance regularlyMonitor their performance regularly
Never let them take an SAT/ACT unNever let them take an SAT/ACT un--preppedpreppedp ppp pp
Encourage electives that are in their area of Encourage electives that are in their area of 
interest for collegeinterest for college
S  hi  h  ll   l ki  f   S  hi  h  ll   l ki  f   Start researching what colleges are looking for re: Start researching what colleges are looking for re: 
grades, SAT’s, high school courses, etcgrades, SAT’s, high school courses, etc
Begin a dialogue with your child about what they Begin a dialogue with your child about what they Begin a dialogue with your child about what they Begin a dialogue with your child about what they 
are thinking about for after high schoolare thinking about for after high school



Standing out from the ‘pack’Standing out from the ‘pack’Standing out from the packStanding out from the pack

‘Depth more important than breadth’‘Depth more important than breadth’
Keep up/Improve gradesKeep up/Improve gradesp p p gp p p g
Take challenging coursesTake challenging courses
Get involved and build a resume of activitiesGet involved and build a resume of activitiesm fm f
Contribute to the communityContribute to the community
Become a leaderBecome a leaderBecome a leaderBecome a leader
Develop good relationships with teachersDevelop good relationships with teachers
Start thinking about what defines you and Start thinking about what defines you and Start thinking about what defines you and Start thinking about what defines you and 
what makes you uniquewhat makes you unique



ANY ANY ANY ANY 
QUESTIONS???QUESTIONS???QQ



THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU


