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June 2016                                                                                                                        

           

Dear Incoming Eighth Grader: 

  

We look forward to seeing you in our classes next year! In order for you to maintain and strengthen your 

basic language skills, we urge you to read and write as much as you can during your months away from 

school. The ability to read is crucial to an individual’s success in school and on the job. Reading is a life-

long skill that a person needs to succeed not only as a student but also as a worker and a citizen. Perhaps 

even more importantly, reading opens the world to a person through periodicals, textbooks, and literature.  

 

Research strongly suggests that reading, like most skills, improves with practice and decreases when we 

do not engage in it for even a short time. Therefore, consistent with our commitment to prepare all 

students for success during school and after graduation, we continue to expect all students to read during 

the summer.  

 

Assignment 1—All 8th Graders read A Solitary Blue:  

A Solitary Blue by Cynthia Voigt is a story in which the protagonist (main character) undergoes a literal and a 

symbolic journey.  The story includes 10 years of Jeff’s life, from the abandonment by his mother in 2nd grade, to his 

plans for college in 12th grade.  

1. Take bulleted notes as you read. Remember that your work will create the first impression of you as a 

reader and writer to your 8th grade English teacher.   

2. You will use your notes for A Solitary Blue to help you to write an essay during the first several 

weeks of school.  

*You may borrow A Solitary Blue by Cynthia Voigt and the choice text from the annotated list from 

Pyle (if available) or visit the public library or bookstore.    

Directions:  While reading A Solitary Blue, take detailed bulleted notes to answer ALL of the 

following questions.   

 Do NOT write paragraphs.   

 You will learn more about the assignment when you come to class. 

 

1. What are some of Jeff's character traits?  Describe the events that support these traits. 

2.  How does Voigt develop Jeff's character?   Take notes on each of the following: 

a)  Jeff's physical appearance – how it changes over the 10 years of the novel 

b)  Jeff's common behaviors and activities in different parts of his life 

c)  Jeff's speech – common expressions and why Jeff uses them 
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d)  The way that other characters treat Jeff. 

e)  What the narrator tells you about Jeff’s feelings and reactions 

3. Describe the school experiences that leave an impact on Jeff.  Be able to describe the student 

population, classes, and Jeff’s social life in each of the schools.  Include his experiences in nature, both 

in South Carolina and on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. 

4. What motivates Jeff and his father to journey from Baltimore to the Eastern Shore? 

5. During the course of the story, what does Jeff learn about himself? What does he learn about his 

mother? What does he learn about his father? 

 

Assignment 2—Read either a fiction or non-fiction book. You may choose 

from the list of suggested reading (at the bottom of this document) or choose 

your own.  The assignment is to complete the “Point of View from a Choice 

Text”--4 Question Graphic Organizer included. 

Required Resources for Assignment 2: 

 Chart 1: Character Archetype Wheel  

 Chart 2: Emotions Wheel  
***Note: If you read a fiction novel, then focus on a character to analyze. If you read a non-fiction text, 

then analyze either the author or an important figure in the text.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chart 1: Character Archetype Wheel  

What is a character archetype? --We love to discover exciting and quirky characters! While the new 

characters we meet may dazzle us with their originality, many characters, if not all, are an update of an 

earlier character from poems, plays, novels, and even histories. And, a character archetype is the basic 

pattern that a character can be traced back to. It can literally be their purpose (like hero, ruler, or 

jester)—which is often their role—or it can be an interpretation of how a character acts, talks, 

thinks, and their purpose (for example, the character may act like a jester to provide comedic relief, 

but they are not literally a royal jester). Before there was the grandfatherly wizard Albus Dumbledore 

from Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, there was the shrewd wizard Gandolph from The Lord of the 

Rings. And, before there was Gandolph from The Lord of the Rings, there was miraculous Merlin from 

The Story of King Author and His Knights.  And this pattern could go back even further until we reached 

the beginning of stories! Therefore, these wizards fit the magician archetype, but they become more with 

the author’s expert crafting.  

***(CHOOSE CHARACTER ARCHETYPES FROM THE WHEEL BELOW 

FOR THE 3 CHARACTER ORGANIZERS).  

Here are some current popular characters and the archetype(s) into which they fit:  

1. Harry Potter—Hero and Magician 

2. Katniss Everdeen—Hero, Outlaw, and Lover  

3. Romeo and Juliet—Heroes, Outlaws, and Lovers 

4. Percy Jackson—Hero and Magician  

Mia Winchell—Explorer, Creator, and Hero 



 

Chart 2: Emotions Wheel  

What is an emotion wheel?—If we could explain emotions in a single paragraph, life would be incredibly 

dull! Luckily, we have a whole wide spectrum of emotions. Just like character archetypes, emotions can 

be simplified to several basic ones—happy, sad, disgust, anger, fear, and surprise. From there, they can 

branch out and take on uplifting and melancholic variations and beyond—as varied as the colors of leaves 

in autumn.  

***(CHOOSE EMOTIONS FROM THE OUTER RING TO COMPLETE THE 

ORGANIZERS).  

 

 



 

 

 

 



                                 Point of View from a Choice Text  

Book title ______________________________   

Point of View (Character, Author, or Important Figure) __________________  

Fiction or Non-Fiction (Circle One)  

1. Briefly introduce your character, author, or important figure. What is their name? 
What is their role in the book? Why are they important?  

2. What character archetype(s) do they fit? Why?  
3. Which emotion(s) do they most display from the outer ring (the one with the most 

emotions) of the emotional wheel? And, what makes them feel this way?  
4. Why do you like or dislike this type of character?  

 

1. ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 



Rising 8th grade Summer Reading     

Choice Book Suggestions    

Title Author Lexile  
Fiction    

Pride and Prejudice Austen, Jane 1190  

The Good Earth Buck, Pearl S. 1530  
Ruby Holler Creech, Sharon 660  
Walk Two Moons  Creech, Sharon 770  
Jurassic Park Crichton, Michael 710  
The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963 Curtis, Christopher Paul 1000  

October Sky Hickam, Homer 900  
Beauty  McKinley, Robin 970  
Somewhere in the Darkness Myers, Walter Dean 640  
18 Best Stories  Poe, Edgar Allen 1220  
Summer on Wheels  Soto, Gary 750  
Crash Spinelli, Jerry 560  
Treasure Island  Stevenson, Robert Louis 1070  
The Cay Taylor, Theodore 860  
Homecoming Voight, Cynthia 630  
Restoring Harmony Anthony, Joelle 750  
Ender's Game Card, Orson Scott 780  
Out of My Mind Draper, Sharon 700  
The Paladin Prophecy Frost, Mark 700  
The Iron King Kagawa, Julie 780  
Heat Lupica, Mike 940  
Divergent Roth, Veronica 700  
Shooting Kabul Senzai, N.H. 800  
When You Reach Me Stead, Rebecca 750  

Saavy Law, Ingrid 1070  
The Book Thief Zusak, Markus 730  
Gathering Blue Lowry, Lois 680  
Rush for the Gold Feinstein, John 820  
We Were Liars Lockhart, E. 600  
The Adventures and Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes Doyle, Arthur Conan 1090  
Non-Fiction    

Bomb: The Race to Build—and Steal—  Sheinken, Steve   

the World's Most Dangerous Weapon    

Sugar Changed the World Aronson, Marc 1130  
Charles and Emma: The Darwins' Leap of Faith  Heiligman, Deborah 1020  

Temple Grandin Montgomery, Sy 960  
The Notorious Benedict Arnold Sheinkin, Steve  990  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/480253.Steve_Sheinkin


 

 

 

 
Explanation of Lexile Scores: 

Lexile scores are one way to match readers to books that they can read 

independently.  When choosing a book, however, readers must also consider their 

interests.  If the topic of the book is something that the reader knows a lot about, he 

or she can often enjoy a book at a higher lexile.  If the topic of the book is new to 

the reader or is very complicated, it is better to choose a book at or below the reader’s 

lexile level. 

 

Students’ individual lexile scores can be found on the MAP-R report. Your teacher 

can provide this information and answer any questions that you have.  More 

information is available at www.lexile.com. 

 

How They Croaked: The Awful Ends of the Awfully 
Famous Bragg, Georgie   950 

 
 
 

An American Plague Murphy, Jim  1130  
I Am Malala Yousafzai, Malala  830  
Branded by the Pink Triangle Setterington, Ken 1110  
Spies of Mississippi    Bowers, Rick 1290  
The Fairy Ring Silvey, Anita 1170  
Internet Inventors Yomtov, Nel 1070  
I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two 
Lives 

Alifirenka, Caitlin; Ganda, Martin  

 

http://www.lexile.com/
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/20468.Jim_Murphy
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17851885-i-am-malala
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7064545.Malala_Yousafzai
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/caitlin-alifirenka

