
 

Thomas W. Pyle Middle School 

6311 Wilson Lane 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 

Telephone:   (301) 320-6540 

Fax:  (301) 320-6647 

 

June 2016                                                                                                         

 Dear Incoming Pyle 6th Grade Student, 

 

Welcome to middle school!  We, Pyle’s 6th grade English teachers, are excited to meet you! We love a 

good book and hope you do, too.  We’re excited to get to know you and to hear about what wonderful books 

you read this summer. Over the summer, we would like you to read two novels in preparation for two different 

assignments; one which you will complete over the summer and the other which will be completed during the 

first few days of the school year. We have also attached a list of books that we suggest for your reading, but feel 

free to read books that are not on this list. 
 

 

So, we’re asking you to let us know about both you and one of the books you read by writing us a letter.    

Tell your new English teacher all about the main character in ONE of the books you read.  This letter should 

be five or more paragraphs long.  But don’t worry!  Attached is an organizer that will help you write your 

letter, step by step.   

 

Here’s what we’re looking for in your letter: 

 Introduce yourself and let us know what book you read. 

 Introduce your main character using character traits.  Is the character kind and clever? Sneaky or shy? 

Please include examples from your book. 

 Make connections between yourself and your main character.  Are there any similarities or differences?   

 Tell us what happens in the book – what events, experiences, and conflicts does the main character face? 

What other characters are involved? 

 Tell us how your character changes from the beginning of the book to the end.  Please include examples 

from your book.  Is there a lesson your character learned?  

 Finally, would you recommend this book to others?  Tell us why or why not.  

 

Remember to use the organizer to help you with your writing. 

 

 

So, go out and find some terrific summer reading; enjoy the books and enjoy your summer!  And don’t 

forget to come to Pyle’s 6th grade orientation. 

 

We look forward to meeting you and talking about these excellent books! 

 
Best, 

 

Pyle’s 6th grade English Teachers 
        

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Nardi, Principal 



Thomas W. Pyle Middle School 

6th Grade Summer Reading Suggestions 

 

Title Author  Lexile 

Chasing Vermeer  Balliet, Blue  770 

The Wright 3  Balliet, Blue  870 

Cosmic Boyce, Gottrell  670 

Quinceanera Means Sweet 15 Chambers, Veronica  630 

The Counterfeit Tackle  Christopher, Matt   720 

Dirt Bike Racer  Christopher, Matt   630 

The Hockey Machine  Christopher, Matt   790 

Skateboard Tough Christopher, Matt   720 

Snowboard Maverick Christopher, Matt   680 

Soccer Halfback  Christopher, Matt   730 

Frindle  Clements, Andrew  830 

The Report Card  Clements, Andrew  700 

Things Not Seen  Clements, Andrew  690 

Artemis Fowl  Colfer, Eoin  600 

Driver’s Ed Cooney, Caroline  670 

Replay Creech, Sharon  850 

Love That Dog  Creech, Sharon  1010 

Granny Torrelli Makes Soup  Creech, Sharon  810 

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane DiCamillo, Kate  700 

The Tiger Rising DiCamillo, Kate  520 

City of Ember DuPrau, Jeanne  680 

Joey Pigza Loses Control Gantos, Jack  800 

Pictures of Hollis Woods  Giff, Patricia Reilly  650 

Running Out of Time  Haddix, Margaret Peterson  730 

Found Haddix, Margaret Peterson  750 

Raven’s Gate Horwitz, Anthony  620 

Stormbreaker Horwitz, Anthony  670 

The Secret of Platform 13 Ibbotson, Eva  910 

The Tales of Emily Windsnap Kessler, Liz  600 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe  Lewis, C.S.  940 

Eleven Birthdays Mass, Wendy  650 

Monster Myers, Walter Dean  670 

Slam Myers, Walter Dean  750 

The Phantom Tollbooth Norton, Juster  1000 

Wonder Palacio, R.J.  790 

Brian’s Winter; Brian’s Hunt; Brian’s Return Paulsen, Gary  1140-1180 

The River Paulsen, Gary  960 

Dogs Don’t Tell Jokes  Sachar, Louis  560 

See You Later, Gladiator Scieszka, Jon  600 

Tut Tut  Scieszka, Jon  690 

Sammy Keys and the Hotel Thief  Van Draanen, Wendelin  840 

Uglies Westerfield, Scott  770 



 

Friendly Letter Organizer 
 
Directions: 
Use this organizer for prepare your letter that will be due in your English class during the first week of 

school. 
 

Introduction:  (Paragraph One) 
 

 Briefly introduce yourself.  (Include a greeting to your teacher at the beginning: (“Dear teacher,”) 
 Let your teacher know what book you read (include title and author) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Introducing your character : (Paragraph Two) 
 Character description- Describe the main character using character traits. Include examples from 

the book that show those traits. 
 Character connection- How do you connect to your character? How are you similar or different? 

*Possible sentence starters- I am similar to the character because… 
                                                        I am different from the main character because… 
                                                       The main character is ____________ (trait). This trait is revealed when… 

 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 
 
 
 

Novel summary:  (Paragraph Three) 
 Character experiences- Describe the events & experiences that the main character faces.  
 Conflict- Include the main problem & how the main character addresses this problem. Explain how 

the other characters are involved.   

 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Character Change & Lesson:  (Paragraph Four) 
 Change in character- Using specific examples, describe how the character changes from the 

beginning to the end of the book. 
 Lesson- Make sure to describe what you learned from the characters. What does he or she teach 

you? What is a lesson from the novel?   
*Possible sentence starters- At the beginning of the novel, the main character was __________ but by the  
                                           end of the novel, the character had changed and become _________.   
                                           At the start/end of the novel when the character said/did ___________ it  
                                           showed s/he was ____________.  

                                                       From reading this novel, I learned… 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 



Conclusion:  (Paragraph Five) 
 Book Recommendation- Would you recommend this novel to your teacher? Or to a friend? Why or 

Why not? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Finished! Now just type or hand write your letter and revise it before 
printing. Don’t forget to bring your letter in on the first day of school! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


