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Welcome to Poolesville High School
Introducing the 
Whole School Magnet

Montgomery County Public Schools has a twenty-five year track record of 
developing nationally recognized, rigorous instructional programs for highly 
motivated and capable students. Poolesville High School was recognized in 

Newsweek magazine as the #1 high school in the State of Maryland in their 6/27/11 issue. 
The programs at Poolesville High school are available for up-county students who test 
into the program as well as for students who reside in the Poolesville attendance area. 
The whole school magnet opens to all the promise of rigorous, engaging courses taught 
by inspired teachers. A whole school magnet is organized around instructional “houses” 
made up of small teams of teachers from multiple disciplines focused on a proven magnet 
course of studies. The whole school model engages and challenges students selected 
through an application process, as well as local school students interested in the magnet 
focus areas. 
Magnet focus areas 

•	 Global House (GH)
•	 Humanities House (HH)
•	 Independent Studies Program (ISP)
•	 Science, Math, Computer Science House (SMCSH)

Four Houses of Instruction— 
You Decide

Students who are going through the application/screening process may only apply 
to the Global House, Humanities House and the Science, Math, Computer Science 
House. They may be invited to all three houses or any combination. These students 

must choose only one instructional 
house. Students who successfully 
complete the house courses 
designated with an asterisk (*) 
will earn a House Certificate of 
Achievement.

All other students benefit from 
an Independent Studies Program. 
During the 9th and 10th grade 
year students fulfill many gradu-
ation requirements much in the 
same way as college freshman and 
sophomores complete basic gradu-
ation requirements. When choosing courses for the junior year, students select a house 
focus to earn an ISP Certificate of Achievement based on the courses they select as juniors 
and seniors.

For more information please visit the MCPS special programs website:
		  www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms

Or visit the Poolesville High School website:
		�  www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/poolesvillehs/magnet/



GLOBAL ECOLOGY HOUSE
Science/Social Studies/Research/Field Studies
Global Ecology students have the opportunity to specialize in rigorous science and social 
studies curricula. Every student has the opportunity to—

•	 Study environmental issues through rigorous interdisciplinary science and social 
studies curriculum,

•	 Develop field, laboratory, and research skills in the sciences, and social sciences
•	 Cultivate an awareness of environmental citizenship.
•	 Complete an environmental senior project.

HUMANITIES HOUSE
English/Social Studies/Research
Humanities students specialize in visual and performing arts, cultural and political 
studies, and media productions. Every Humanities student has the opportunity to—

•	 Pursue rigorous humanities curricula with an interdisciplinary connection among 
English, social studies, communication and criticism courses,

•	 Develop and deepen skills in performance and written communication, and
•	 Work with peers to develop top quality multimedia products.
•	 Complete a senior project.

INDEPENDENT STUDIES PROGRAM
Biological and Physical Science/Cultural and Political Studies/Music, Arts, 
Media Studies/Technology and Math Studies/Original Studies
Independent Studies Program students have the opportunity to specialize in their own 
focused plan of studies with a required field studies component and senior project presenta-
tion. Every Independent Studies Program student has the opportunity to—

•	 Pursue rigorous curricula with a career/college focus,
•	 Work with peers to solve investigations requiring research and problem-solving skills, 

and
•	 Explore a profession which intrigues and captivates.

SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS, COMPUTER SCIENCE HOUSE
Advanced Science, Math, Computer Science/Research
Science, Mathematics, and Computer Science students have the opportunity to specialize in 
rigorous mathematics and science curricula focused on problem-solving skills and research. 
Every Science, Mathematics, and Computer Science student has the opportunity to—

•	 Pursue rigorous science, mathematics, and computer science curricula focused on the 
problem-solving requirements of engineering,

•	 Develop and deepen skills in problem-solving, analysis, and laboratory investigations,
•	 Work with peers to solve mathematical, science, and engineering problems, and
•	 Complete an independent science research project linked to the student’s interest.

All MCPS course descriptions can be found in the  
MCPS High School Course Bulletin or online at mcpscourses.org.
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Public Information Office, at 850 Hungerford Drive, Room 112, 
Rockville, MD 20850, or by phone at 301-279-3391 or via the 
Maryland Relay at 1-800-735-2258.
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