
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living with PRIDE   
Veterans’ Day is a reminder that we didn’t invent the core values 

of Purpose, Respect, Integrity, Dedication and Effort that we teach 
our students every day at JPMS. These character traits describe the 
members of the armed forces who have served our country so 
valiantly in the past and who continue to offer their lives in 
commitment to the ideals that make our country great. 

This year, following the retirements and transfers of several staff 
last spring, is the first year in my professional life that I have worked 
on a staff without a single colleague who is a veteran.  When we had 
a draft, every family experienced the sacrifice of having a loved one 
risking his or her life to protect our country. Now, the all-volunteer 
army has changed all that, and the soldiers from the era of universal 
conscription are aging. Many children no longer know first-hand 
what it means to serve. 

As your family gathers for the holidays this fall and winter, think 
about spending some time with your children and the older 
members of your family talking about the loved ones who served in the military and what it was like for those 
who waited at home for their return. Before the memories of World War Two, Korea and Viet Nam fade away, 
our children deserve to know that heroes won their way of life by showing their purpose, respect, integrity, 
dedication and effort on behalf of us all. 

For a little inspiration, here’s a link to History.com’s “It’s Never Too Late To Thank a Veteran” site. The 
videos are short but very inspiring.  http://bcove.me/0xzyx48y . 

John Poole’s 

BACK 

POCKET 
November 11, 2011 

A Thought for Today: 

"On this Veterans Day, let us remember the service of our veterans, and let us 

renew our national promise to fulfill our sacred obligations to our veterans and 

their families who have sacrificed so much so that we can live free." 

- Dan Lipinski 

 

Please look for the article further along in this issue about the new Visitor 

Management System coming soon to JPMS. It will change many of our 

procedures, so we all need to know how to prepare! 

http://bcove.me/0xzyx48y
http://www.beliefnet.com/Love-Family/Holidays/Veterans-Day/Veterans-Day-Quotes.aspx?b=1&p=2


Hallway Heroes 
Hallway Heroes are students we honor for demonstrating 

exemplary PRIDE behaviors as they move from class to class, 
helping to keep our hallways safe and comfortable for everyone.  

The students recognized below consistently demonstrate 
Purpose, Respect, Integrity, Dedication and Effort everywhere they 
go at JPMS. They are Hallway Heroes and we are proud to celebrate 
their high expectations and their Timberwolf PRIDE!  

 Mollie Bodmer  Keyon Budd  Ashley Childress  

 Lenox Knudson  Charlotte Mallow  Trevor McFall 

 Lillian Mowell Daniel Papagjika  Natali Portillo 

 

Math Night Is Next Tuesday – 

November 15 
Come for Pizza at 6:00 PM 
Of course it’s rushed on a school night to get dinner on the table and 
make it out to a meeting, so we’re inviting you to relax and enjoy your 
Tuesday night instead! 

 Relax about dinner – you can purchase pizza in our APR and enjoy your meal with no cooking and 
no clean up! 

 No need for a baby sitter – there will be events for the whole family beginning at 6:40.  

Stay for Math Games, Prizes, 

and More! 

 Staff will run activities to get kids excited about math 

 Mrs. Boucher will review the math curriculum, how it is 
changing, and how to make sure your child is ready for all the 
opportunities coming up in high school. 

 

Don’t Miss It!  



First Quarter Grade 8 Honor Roll 

65% of our 8th graders made the Honor Roll!  

35 students earned all As! 

Congratulations to all! 

 

First Quarter Grade 7 Honor Roll 
 

Keila Alfaro Isabelle Falls* Kimora Maier Tyler Portocarrero 

Antonnia Atkins Gabriel Fernandez Lev Malinin Gabriel Reiziss 

Daniel Ballew* Nicolas Fernandez Kevin Manakkunnel* Thomas Riegert 

Stephanie Bateky Laura Ferrell Jacob Mason Siann Riggs 

Jordan Belski Colin Fisher Michael McDonald*  Samuel Ritter 

Courtney Bourque* Julia Fisher* Timothy McIntyre* Elizabeth Roberts 

Cynthia Alvarez Lia Ghozati* Cody LeMarr Jolee Raines 

Benton Anthony Alexandra Goldman* Lauren Lightcap* Brianna Roche* 

Jake Armstrong Liesl Green Julia Link* Danielle Roche 

Sirisha Ashley* Roger Guitart* Trevor Magaha* Rosario Roque 

Andrew Bacas Breanne Hall Jessica Martinez Alesya Sarakhman* 

Grace Beal* Casey Harkins* Oscar Martinez John Aidan Shea 

Taylor Behrens Christina Hilton Julia McAleer Anelia Slavoff* 

Jennifer Benitez Blake Hinkson Georgia Micheals Bailee Smith 

Sukalp Bhatija William Horrigan Morgan Mullett* Joseph Soltis 

Erika Blair* Grace Howard* Caroline Mullins Justin Souder* 

Adam Branscome Colin Jansson Rebecca Murphy* Erin Sparrow 

Cormac Brown Christopher Johnson* Anne Mustafa Renee Terragno* 

Marina Callear Jake Johnson Abigail Nalesnik* Kelly Van Meter* 

Madison Carrillo* Kathryn Kavanagh* Allison Nalesnik* Amanda Warfield 

Carissa Caruso-Dipaolo* Carley Kenly Allison Nevius Courtney Williams* 

Karyn Comfort Ivy Kerubo Lillianna Pedersen* Kirk Williams 

Jami D'Amelio Andrew Kocur* Rachel Peterson* Hannah Wills* 

Alex Dahlen Michael Kuhn* Tatum Posey Megan Wilson 

Ryan Dalrymple Nicholas Kuhn* Morgan Poss* Shirley Wolz* 

Kristen Darragh Jason Kuldell* Jackson Purdy Michael Yin 

Lee Dodds Dylan Landis Michael Quaranta  Indicates all As 



Joseph Brashear* Kaley Fisher* Cole McKenney* Olivia Romano* 

Amber Bratcher Isabella Garner Sophia Mense* Tucker Ross 

Coleman Carmack* Mackenzie Gross Kaelyn Milby Catherine Savage 

Alona Carr Michael Gross Connor Miller* Daria Sharifi* 

Josephine  Morgan Harney Alessandra Molina Luke Terrell* 

     Caruso-Dipaolo* Katherine Heimbach Julia Montone* Jacob Tievy 

Delaney Cecco* Keegan Hemingway* Michael Morgan* Danielle Torres 

Simonne Cesar Kristen Hepburn* Samantha Mullikin Rebeckah Trainor* 

Michael Chilla Sara Himmelfarb* Cooper  Rebecca Wallace* 

Zachary Conneen Alison Huber*      Myers Mallinger* Carmela Wasilik 

Jacob Cooley Taneka Jackson Theresa Nardone* Emma Whitehouse 

Danielle Creedon Claire Jensen* Nelson Nichols Marc Whitehouse 

Kathryn Creedon Hailey Khalil* Alexander O'Donnell Cole Williams 

Kenydi Cross Amelia King Victoria Pach* Megan Windall 

Robert Deitz Calvin Kinzie Michael Pappas Michael Wink* 

James Donovan* Brandon Kocur* Michael Payne Camden Wolin* 

Jacob Drissel Micael Kovich Madison Peyton* Sarah Yates 

Shane Enriquez Isabella Lawbaugh* Natali Portillo Emily Yin* 

David Esser* Samuel Lee  Indicates all As 

75% of our 7th graders made the Honor Roll!  

38 students earned all As! 

Congratulations to all! 

 

First Quarter Grade 6 Honor Roll 
Jordan Allentuck Stefan Fessenden Kelliann Lee* Tyler Roy 

Christian Andrade Michael Fetchko Hannah Leibrand James Royal* 

Diana Arias William Field Erin Lyons* John Sartschev 

Dorothy Ballmann Carter Fry Sean Lyons Susanna Schmidt 

Peter Barry* Elias Garcia Rachel Macairan* Molly Sherman 

Ellen Beal* Samuel Garrett Maddison Magaha* Robert Siegrist 

Stefanie Beltran Paul Graham Alice Maley Anastasia Skenderis 

Morgan Bliss* Erin Green* Charlotte Mallow Nicole Slebodnik 

Aidan Briancon Victoria Gruber Darrell Marshall Bostyn Smith* 

Kayla Brody Ryan Haddaway Dylan Mason Melanie Staszewski* 

Hannah Bush* Brooke Hamm Trevor McFall Lucas Stroud 

Taylor Byrd* Bridgette Hammett* Colin Metz Paul Szafranski 



Lydia Caballero Haley Harkins* Maureen Miller Bryce Taylor 

Cassandra Campbell Mathew Hill Michelle Moraa Alivia Tetlow 

Gabriella Capobianchi Ethan Hinds Tyler Morningstar Colin Thomas 

Rachel Childress Franklina Hovor Lillian Mowell John Thompson 

Jay Colmes Chloe Insalaco* MacKenzie Mullett Madeleine Thompson 

Matthew Convers Clara Jackson* Sara Oden Jackson Tyler 

Paris Copeland* Tania Jackson Thomas Oram Kathleen Van Houten* 

Kellie Dahlin Jennifer Jang* Elizabeth Parise Donald Vogel 

Cassidy Dice Darby Johnson Stephanie Parker Triana Wallace 

Lillian Dice Ryan Johnston* Brady Pearre Kira Wathen* 

Perry Dominici* Ryan Kasten* Gavin Prebilic* Avery Whitney-Blum 

James Dutton Raymond Kinzie Renee Quaranta Jack Wilson 

Erik Eklof Yaniv Kovich Robert Queen Roger Yerger 

Elise Evans Jackson Krasche* Valery Rodriguez  

Richard Falls Estephan Lavanderos  Indicates all As 

83% of our 6th graders made the Honor Roll!  

26 students earned all As! 

Congratulations to all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Honor Roll Celebrations 

November 23 
Grade 8 – 8:10 am 

Grade 7 – 9:15 am 

Grade 6 – 10:20 am 

In the auxiliary gym. 

Families are cordially invited to attend. 
 



The New Visitor Management System Is 

Coming Soon 

The letter reproduced below from Larry Bowers, MCPS’ Chief Operating Officer, announces that our school 
will soon be getting a computerized mechanism to use when visitors come to JPMS. About half the schools in 
the county already have this system in place, and the roll-out will continue until every school is hooked in.  

 

  



The Visitor Management System (VMS) is intended to enhance security for our students and staff – and 
that is a good thing – but it will take a little getting used to. 

Every school in the county has a big sign on all the doors that tells visitors they must report directly to 
the main office. The intention is to make it possible to identify strangers before they come into contact with 
children and to be sure that only people with legitimate reasons to be there are at large in the building. The 
sign-in sheet and visitor’s badge also help by allowing us to monitor how long someone has been at school 
and by making clear to everyone that a stranger has permission to be in our halls.  I have to admit that we 
have often been lax about these procedures, allowing frequent volunteers to come and go without visitor’s 
badges because so many of us know these wonderful folks – but when you think about it, substitute 
teachers, maintenance staff and other parent volunteers may not know them or feel 
comfortable that they can be trusted. It’s just a good idea to follow the same 
procedures for everyone. 

The VMS will help. The way it works is that visitors have their driver’s licenses 
scanned (or provide their name and address if they don’t drive) the first time they 
enter the building. That takes a little time, but once it is done, the visitor is in the 
system and the next time he or she comes in, a simple swipe of the license will do. A 
visitor’s badge with the person’s name and the date is printed, and we’re in business. 

The computer is hooked up to a data base that will tell us some things we wouldn’t ordinarily know. For 
example, it will identify registered sex offenders and those with restraining orders preventing contact with 
children. In this way, it keeps our students safe and has foiled more than one kidnapping attempt by an 
estranged parent. The VMS will not show arrest records or immigration status – it is only designed to 
protect the security of our children, not to track down people in trouble with the law. 

Eventually, we will ask everyone who comes through the main doors from our lobby into our hallways to 
be checked in through the VMS and wearing a visitor’s badge – even our “regulars”. It won’t be necessary to 
do all that if you are coming into the main office only – you can still drop off a forgotten lunch without 
scanning your driver’s license – or if you are attending a drama production in the APR, but going to your 
child’s locker or visiting the Counseling Office will require you to use the VMS. 

For the moment, however, I know we aren’t ready to use our new equipment. It is in the process of 
being hooked up, and then we all need to be trained to use it. That will happen in the next week or two, but 
we are still going to wait a little before activating the system. We need a chance to register the folks who 
come to JPMS on a regular basis. 

Imagine the wait if we tried to get everyone coming to the Honor Roll Celebration on November 23 into 
the system as they arrived! It just isn’t reasonable.  We’ll be asking everyone who drops in during November 
and December to take a moment to get into our system, and I’ll keep the office open late a few evenings for 
people to be able to run up after work and register. Then, we’ll activate the VMS and only newcomers will 
need to be entered in. 

I know this new system will add an extra step to your visit to JPMS, but it will help us be sure our kids and 
their teachers are safe. Please watch the Back Pocket and ConnectEd for updates on when and how to get 
yourself into the system, and thanks for working with us to put this new technology in place.  

 

Some of the activities scheduled for this year are Books and Boxing, 
Babysitting Club, Jewelry Making, Zumba Class, Scrapbooking, Photo 
Club and much more.  Keep checking the Back Pocket for upcoming 
classes.  It is our goal to provide activities to meet the desires of all 
students.  If you have any suggestions for new programs, please contact 
Mrs. Crutchfield at Winessa_R_Crutchfield@mcpsmd.org.    

RecExtra needs your donations:  Wrapping paper, beads and old jewelry, fabric and textbook supplies. 
Please drop all donations in the RecExtra box in the front office.  Thank you!! 

mailto:Winessa_R_Crutchfield@mcpsmd.org


VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME and JOIN 

THE PTA 
 Sharon Armstrong - President 

 Marilyn Soltis - Vice President 

 Dawn Albert - Vice President 

 Dreama Hemingway - Secretary 

 Sue Van Meter – Treasurer 

 Lori Kocur – Membership & Volunteers 

 Anne Donovan – Staff Appreciation 

It is always worthwhile and never too late to join John Poole Middle School’s PTSA.  

Your membership entitles you to receive the 2011-2012 JPMS Student Directory at no charge! 

Please contact Lori Kocur at kocurs@verizon.net for membership information or to register as 

a JPMS Parent Volunteer.  Once you are a registered volunteer, you will receive emails when 

opportunities to help out at school arise. It’s as easy as that!  

Show your kids how much you care and how important their school experience is to you – 

register to volunteer today! 

Membership and volunteer forms are available at the JPMS website: 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/schools/poolems/parents/13[1]%20ptsa%20volunteer%20form.pdf 

  

A special thank you to         

Anne Donovan          

for the delicious 

luncheon on Thursday!    

Did you receive 

a 2011-12  
JPMS Student   

Directory? 

If you did not, would you like 
one? 

Of course you would! 

By joining the PTA you 
will receive a 

complimentary 
Student Directory. 

Contact Lori Kocur at 

Kocurs@verizon.net 

to become a PTA 

member. 

 

Please support the PHS 

modernization/replacement by 

attending the Board of Education 

hearings on November 14.  

Poolesville Town Commissioner 

Jerry Klobukowski and PTSA 

Cluster Representative Donna 

Lowell will testify. 

The hearing starts at 7:00 PM and will 

be held at the Montgomery County 

Public Schools’ Carver Educational 

Services Center, 850 Hungerford Drive, 

Rockville.  

(It is next to the Montgomery College 

Rockville Campus.) 

Thank you. 

mailto:kocurs@verizon.net
mailto:Kocurs@verizon.net


 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF FUN TO 
CELEBRATE MONOCACY’S 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY  
 

 

 

  

PTA CASINO NIGHT & 
AUCTION  
 

Friday November 18, 2011 
7:30 pm – 10:00pm 
 
Potomac Hunt Club 
21315 Peach Tree Road 
 
Tickets:  $75 per couple or $40 
per person 

 
Includes glass of wine, beer or 
soda with additional drinks 
available for $4 each  
 
For tickets, contact Dawn Albert at 
DisneyDawnTours@aol.com or 
Dreama Hemingway at 
ddmoney001@yahoo.com 
  

 

Catering by 
Geppetto’s 

 
Casino games  

Blackjack – 
Craps –  
Roulette 

 
PLUS 

Silent Auction 
 

PLUS 
Live Auction, 

including one-of-
a-kind art pieces 

 
PLUS 

$50,000 in chips 
with additional 

available for 
purchase $ 

 

mailto:DisneyDawnTours@aol.com
mailto:ddmoney001@yahoo.com


Thanks and Giving Trees 
Do you enjoy celebrating fall? Decorating the house, 

lighting spicy scented candles, carving pumpkins, baking 
goodies, or nighttime campfires? The Leo Club would like you 
to add another tradition - Thanks and Giving Trees.   

Each family (or child) has two trees, one labeled Thanks and 
the other Giving.  Each evening before family dinner, cut out a 
leaf, write something you are thankful for on it, and glue it to 
the Thanks tree. On another leaf, write one thing you've done 
to serve or give to others that day. This leaf goes on the Giving tree. Serving can be as simple as smiling at 
someone, singing a song to a crying baby, helping a classmate, or writing a letter to Grandma.  

By Thanksgiving your trees are full of leaves. You can spend Thanksgiving evening reading what each 
person is thankful for and what they have done to help others that month.  We want to help your family’s 
hearts fill with gratitude for all that we have to be thankful for. The Leo Club’s eyes have been opened to the 
service we can do, simple as it may be, to spread kindness and goodness to others around us. 

The Leo Club is selling the Thanks and Giving Trees.  We also have place cards and non-edible paper 
Thanksgiving fortune cookies.  All money raised through the decoration sale will go to fund Thanksgiving food 
baskets for families in need in the JPMS community.  (Suggested donation $15 for the trees) You can order 
your trees by filling out the order form below and returning it to the front office or email to Mrs. Auel.  Please 
email Mrs. Auel with questions Kari_R_Auel@mcpsmd.org 
 

************************************************************************************* 

Thanks and Giving Trees Order Form 

Name_________________________________        Email__________________________________ 

Student’s name (for classroom delivery) _______________________________________________ 

Street address (if you do not have a student at JPMS) 

___________________________________________ 

Number of tree sets ordered ___________________ 

Place cards ordered___________________________ 

Fortune Cookies ordered_______________________ 

Donation Included____________________________ 

Please make checks out to JPMS Leo Club 

---Thank you for supporting our community! 

 

  
JPMS is proud to thank the Veterans in our 

community who have served and are serving 

our country in the armed forces. 
They honor us with their sacrifices and show us how 

to live with PRIDE! Thank you! 

mailto:Kari_R_Auel@mcpsmd.org


  



SSL Opportunity: Brookside Gardens 

Needs Garden of Lights Volunteers! 
 Brookside Gardens needs volunteer help for the upcoming Garden of Lights exhibit, November 25th – 

January 8th.  Student Volunteers serve as Show Monitors and Conservatory Docents.  Volunteer shifts are 
5:00p.m.-10:00p.m. and a minimum commitment of 4 shifts is required.  Volunteers must be 14 or older, 
or 11-13 if volunteering with a parent or guardian.   

 Please email to mcp-gardenvolunteer@montgomeryparks.org or call 301.962.1429 with any questions or to 
RSVP for training.  All volunteers must fill out an application, click the link for a more detailed job 
description and to fill out an application.  

mailto:mcp-gardenvolunteer@montgomeryparks.org


 

 

 

 

 

Yearbooks 

Yearbooks can be pre-ordered through Jostens only.  If you do not pre-order a yearbook, you are not 
guaranteed a yearbook.  You can go to www.jostens.com today to pre-order your yearbook.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Kelly Aulls at Kelly_M_Aulls@mcpsmd.org. 

Drama Club 

The Drama Production in December is in need of costumes and props.  If anyone has a lab coat or jacket, 
stethoscope, and surgical masks for the character of Dr. Frankenstein please contact Mrs. Turner at 
dturner322@aol.com   Any creative ideas are appreciated.  We also need prom/bridesmaids dresses.  Thanks 
in advance. 

MC Adventures 

Montgomery College Workforce Development & Continuing Education Youth Programs invites students to 
register NOW for a one-day enrichment program for students in grades 4 - 6, on Saturday, November 19, 2011 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:50 p.m. on the Takoma Park/Silver Spring campus of Montgomery College.   

Students will have an opportunity to select three workshops to participate in during the day.  Workshops 
cover a variety of topics, including storytelling, art, robotics, chess, technology, and physics.  

Also, a special optional two-hour adult workshop is available on bullying, called, “Beating the Bullies.”  
Don’t miss this special workshop on such a “burning” topic. 

Workshops fill quickly, so register right away! For additional information, contact us at 240-567-7264 or 
240-567-7917 or access our website at www.montgomerycollege.edu/youth 

Missing SSL Hours?   

Don’t worry – there was a change in the recording process for SSL hours this quarter. Some hours did not 
get recorded in time to show on the first report card. These hours will appear on the next report card. Any 
questions? Call Mrs. Arnold in the Counseling Office. 

 

  

Announcing – 

Don’t Miss 

MATH NIGHT 
Tuesday, November 15 

Pizza dinner at 6:00 PM Events start at 6:40 

http://www.jostens.com/
mailto:Kelly_M_Aulls@mcpsmd.org
mailto:dturner322@aol.com
http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/youth


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 14  Blue Monday – wear blue to support a positive school environment 

November 15  JPMS Math Night (7:00 p.m.) 

November 23  Early Release Day (dismissed at 11:50 a.m.) 
    Honor Roll Celebrations: Grade 8 – 8:10 am; Grade 7 – 9:15 am; Grade 6 – 10:20 am 

November 24 & 25 Holiday – Thanksgiving (Schools closed) 

November 30  Magnet Prep Classes (2:30-4:00 p.m. in Rooms 204 and 207) 

December 9  8th Grade Field Trip – Air and Space Museum 

December 9  Drama Production (7:00 p.m.) 

December 10  Drama Production (1:30 and 7:00 p.m.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PHS Fall Production 

The fall production of the Midnight Players, directed by Ms. Gail Howard, premiers Thursday, November 
17, 2011! “The Madwoman of Challiot,” a French farce by acclaimed playwright Jean Giraudoux will be 
performed Thursday, November 17th at 7:00 p.m., Friday, November 18th at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, 
November 19th at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m.  Many of our JPMS alums will be part of the cast and crew. 
 

Coming Next Month: Financial Aid Night, December 7 @ 7:00 p.m.  
Winter Concert, December 15 @ 7:00 p.m.   PHS Talent Show, December 22 @ 7:00 p.m.  

 
 

Just a  

reminder… 

Monday, November 14 is a  

Blue Monday! 
Students and staff are wearing blue        

to remind us of the commitment we 

made during Blue Ribbon Week                

to fight against bullying! 

Save the Date! 

Important events you won’t want to miss! 

PHS NEWS 
 

Go Falcons! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision:  
The Timberwolf community 

experiences joy in learning, 

celebrates excellence, and values 

positive relationships. 

Our Mission:  
At John Poole Middle School, 

 our mission is to: 

 promote joy in learning 

through motivation and 

engagement 

 celebrate excellence by 

acknowledging achievement 

foster a shared responsibility 

for academic and social 

success 

 value positive relationships, 

thereby promoting a 

respectful and  supportive 

learning environment 

    JPMS  

 Timberwolves 

    live with 

P urpose 

R espect 

I  ntegrity 

D edication 

E ffort 

 

And Ask for… 

Principal  - Mrs. Boucher          Assistant Principal - Ms. Lemon 

Technology & Arts IRT & Grade Level Coordinator - Mr. Grotenhuis 

English IRT - Mrs. Lindsay 

Social Studies IRT - Ms. Nachlas 

Math IRT - Mr. McKay 

Science IRT - Mrs. Callaghan 

Counseling - (Ms. Kitts, Secretary)        Mrs. Arnold - Mrs. Hardy 

 

Call 

John Poole! 
 

Main Office  301-972-7979 

Counseling 301-972-7980 

Cafeteria 301-407-1037 

Health Room 301-407-1029 


