
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Quarter Is 

Already Finished 

Here we are at the end of October with the first quarter of 
the school year already behind us, but as Camus tells us, autumn 
can be a second spring. 

Every student comes to school in August full of energy and 
hope that this year will be a good one. Now the days are shorter, 
the temperature is falling, and the newness has worn off of the 
school year. Some students find the second quarter a challenging 
one. It begins with the excitement of Halloween and ends just 
after the winter holidays. Keeping your mind on school work 
takes a little extra support. Here are a few ways we can work 
together to make sure every student gets that little extra boost 
that can make the autumn bloom like spring! 

- {ǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
candy to school in the backpack or lunchbox. Many kids collect 
huge candy stashes at Halloween, and we want them to enjoy the 
candy, but too much sugar at one time can lead to health issues, 
behavior problems and social disruption over who has the most 
and who is sharing with whom. A little is fine ς a lot can bring on 
unnecessary problems. 

-Make a big deal about the report card that is coming home 
on November 10. Talk with your child about each class and mix 
praise for the successes with questions about what specific 
upgrades would lead to even greater results. Talking over how to 
use after school time now that sports seasons are ending can 
help a student athlete keep his or her eyes on the prize. At JPMS 
we believe that working harder makes you smarter, so helping 
your child think of ways to make that hard work pay off is very 
valuable support! 

-[ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ млΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ 
be inviting parents to come in that afternoon for a chance to talk 
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A Thought for Today: 

Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.  
- Albert Camus  

Math Night  
Tuesday, 

November 15  

+Games 

+Prizes 

+Information about 

the math 

curriculum and how 

to prepare your 

children for high 

school opportunities  

Pizza dinner at 6:00  

Activities begin at 6:40  

Fun for  the 

whole family!  
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/37709.html
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/10264.Henry_David_Thoreau
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/10264.Henry_David_Thoreau


ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ aƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ conferences, 
however. In elementary school, if a teacher has 20 students and spends 15 minutes with each family, he or she 
ƛǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ р ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΗ CƻǊ Wta{ ǎǘŀŦŦ, however, most teachers have over 100 
students and each student has 7 teachers. That means the same 15 minutes per child would take over 25 hours 
per teacher, and if the family sees two teachers at the conference the amount of time doubles ς you can see 
the problem. 

Our strategy is to make special invitations to families ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ȅŜǘ ƻǊ ǿƘƻ 
have children we feel would especially benefit from a conference opportunity. So if you get a call for a 
conference, please try to be there ς and if you have recently been in for a teacher conferenŎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩt expected to come back in to talk to us again in November. Of course, not everyone can 
come to school on a Thursday afternoon, so we may have some openings in the calendar for families that were 
not on the initial invitatƛƻƴ ƭƛǎǘΦ LŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ŧƛƭƭ ƻǳǊ 
conference slots. 

-Encourage your child to read for fun. Reading with your child is even better, because then you can talk 
about the book or magazine article together. Building good reading habits will make your child more successful 
in school and for the rest of his or her life. 

-Call Mrs. Ogden at 301-972-7979 and ask about volunteer opportunities. Having your parent come to 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ƘƻǳǊ ƻƴŎŜ in a while sends a great message of interest and support to every 
ŎƘƛƭŘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƪƛŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
twL59 ǎǘƻǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ Ǝƻƻd about having you there ς even 
if he or she refuses to admit it! 

-Keep up with Edline and support our Saturday School. We check student grades each week and invite 
anyone with a below average grade to come to school from 8:00 to 11:00 on Saturday morning for a quiet, 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ƻǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪΦ ²Ŝ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
until the third week of each quarter because classes start new units and the work needs a little time to start 
rolling in. But startƛƴƎ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мнΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊΦ 

You can support Saturday School by watching for the letter that goes home mid-week with children whose 
grades are down. If you get one of these, please help your child get the work made up and turned in before 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƻƻƴΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǊŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 
School. Students who come on Saturday are coming to work, so we want them to have breakfast at home. Your 
help to make sure they bring their materials such as pens, pencils, books and assignments makes a big 
difference, too. Some parents come with their kids on a Saturday morning and work through their assignments 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ aǎΦ [ŜƳƻƴ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘŜƭighted to have parents on board with us. 

These are just some of the ways we can make autumn a second spring for our kids. Thanks for your support! 
 

Hallway Heroes 
Hallway Heroes are students we honor for demonstrating 

exemplary PRIDE behaviors as they move from class to class, helping 
to keep our hallways safe and comfortable for everyone.  

The students recognized below consistently demonstrate 
Purpose, Respect, Integrity, Dedication and Effort  everywhere they 
go at JPMS. They are Hallway Heroes and we are proud to celebrate 
their high expectations and their Timberwolf PRIDE! 

 Stephanie Bateky Morgan Bliss Paris Copeland 

 Nathan Hall Franklina Hovor Andrew Kocur   

 Victoria Pach Aidan Shea  Erin Sparrow 



Outdoor Ed Was Great! 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Many thanks to the great parent 

volunteers who accompanied us! 

Thanks to    

Ms. McIntyre   

for taking these 

pictures! 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

Now check out 

this amazing 

picture       

Lee Erickson  

took at one of the 

evening activities. 

 

Yes thatôs a 

snake! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone returned home safe, sound and tired! 

Thanks to Ms. Rice for doing a fabulous job coordinating the 

program, to all the staff who participated, to our parents for their 

great support, and to our wonderful students for being such avid 

learners and so much fun to work with! 
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IŜǊŜΩǎ ƻǳǊ 
own Christian 
Andrade 
playing in his 
Breast Cancer 
Awareness 
Goalie Kit. 
IŜΩǎ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ 
this special 
uniform to 
honor cancer 
victims in his 
games all 
month.  

 

Media Center 

Volunteers Needed! 

Training Provided!  
Due to the budget cuts, it is not always possible to 

have a person available in the Media Center to check 
out books for students.  We would like to train some 
volunteers to help us solve this problem and help 
prevent us from having to put up closed signs on our 
door.  We are looking for parents who are interested in 
helping in the media center on an as needed basis.  
Volunteers would be trained to checkout and shelve 
books and in the organization of the media center.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
school and to learn some new skills.  Please contact 
Joy_A_McIntyre@mcpsmd.org if you are interested.  
Thanks!  

Journeys in Engineering, Technology and 
Science (JETS) is sponsored by the Universities 
at Shady Grove in Rockville. JETS Day is open to 
all middle school students, but again this year 
it is scheduled for the same day as magnet 
testing.  

Whether or not your 8th grader chooses to 
attend, the activity is still great for 6th and 7th 
graders. For more information, visit 
http://www.shadygrove.umd.edu/jets?utm_source=The+Universities+at+Shady+Grove+List&utm_campaign=
575da4a72e-JETS_Club_Newsletter6_30_2011&utm_medium=email 

Did you receive a 

2011 - 12 JPMS 

Student   

Directory?  
If you did not, would you like one?  

Of course you would!  

By joining the PTA you will 
receive a complimentary 

Student Directory.  

Contact Lori Kocur at 
Kocurs@verizon.net  

to become a PTA member.  
 

mailto:Joy_A_McIntyre@mcpsmd.org
http://www.shadygrove.umd.edu/jets?utm_source=The+Universities+at+Shady+Grove+List&utm_campaign=575da4a72e-JETS_Club_Newsletter6_30_2011&utm_medium=email
http://www.shadygrove.umd.edu/jets?utm_source=The+Universities+at+Shady+Grove+List&utm_campaign=575da4a72e-JETS_Club_Newsletter6_30_2011&utm_medium=email
mailto:Kocurs@verizon.net


Some of the activities scheduled for this year are Books 
and Boxing, Babysitting Club, Jewelry Making, Zumba Class, 
Scrapbooking, Photo Club and much more.  Keep checking 
the Back Pocket for upcoming classes.  It is our goal to 
provide activities to meet the desires of all students.  If you 
have any suggestions for new programs, please contact Mrs. 
Crutchfield at Winessa_R_Crutchfield@mcpsmd.org. 

Beginning Sewing Classes 
We will learn sewing and sewing machine basics in this four week class.  The class will be held on 

Wednesdays, October 26, November 2, November 9 and November 16 in Room 301.  Please bring scissors.  If 
you have fabric you would like to use (or donate) please bring it to our first meeting. 

Class size is limited, so please sign up soon.  Registration forms are in the front office.  If you have 
questions, please contact Mrs. Auel @ Kari_R_Auel@mcpsmd.org  

RecExtra needs your donations:  Wrapping paper, beads and old jewelry, fabric and textbook supplies. 
Please drop all donations in the RecExtra box in the front office.  Thank you!! 

SSL Opportunity: Brookside Gardens Needs 

Garden of Lights Volunteers! 
Brookside Gardens needs volunteer help for the upcoming Garden of Lights exhibit, November 25th ς 

January 8th.  Student Volunteers serve as Show Monitors and Conservatory Docents.  Volunteer shifts are 
5:00p.m.-10:00p.m. and a minimum commitment of 4 shifts is required.  Volunteers must be 14 or older, or 
11-13 if volunteering with a parent or guardian.   

Training is November 2nd, from 7:00p.m.-9:00p.m. at the Brookside Gardens Visitor Center Auditorium, at 
1800 Glenallan Ave, Wheaton, MD.  Please email to mcp-gardenvolunteer@montgomeryparks.org or call 
301.962.1429 with any questions or to RSVP for training.  All volunteers must fill out an application, click the 
link for a more detailed job description and to fill out an application: 

 

Costa Rica: A Touch of 

the Tropics  
Once again, intrepid travelers from our school 

community are planning an adventure for spring break 
нлмоΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ /ƻǎǘŀ wƛŎŀ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ on the 
itinerary. Parents and students are invited to a 
meeting on Thursday, November 3, 2011 at 6:00 P. M. 
in the John Poole Middle School Media Center.  At the 

meeting, participants will get a detailed itinerary of the trip, as well as information 
on trip supervision, liability, insurance, and the cost of the tour.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Mr. Young. Thanks! 

mailto:Winessa_R_Crutchfield@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Kari_R_Auel@mcpsmd.org
mailto:mcp-gardenvolunteer@montgomeryparks.org


VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME and 

JOIN THE PTA 
¶ Sharon Armstrong - President 

¶ Marilyn Soltis - Vice President 

¶ Dawn Albert - Vice President 

¶ Dreama Hemingway - Secretary 

¶ Sue Van Meter ¦ Treasurer 

¶ Lori Kocur ¦ Membership & Volunteers 

¶ Anne Donovan ¦ Staff Appreciation 

It is always worthwhile and nevDQ SNN K@SD SN INHM +NGM 1NNKD .HCCKD 4BGNNK½R 154"q  

Your membership entitles you to receive the 2011 -2012 JPMS Student Directory at no charge! 

Please contact Lori Kocur at kocurs@verizon.net for membership inform ation or to register as a 

JPMS Parent Volunteer.  Once you are a registered volunteer, you will receive emails when 

NOONQSTMHSHDR SN GDKO NTS @S RBGNNK @QHRDq *S½R @R D@RX @R SG@S{  

Show your kids how much you care and how important their school experience  is to you ¦ 

register to volunteer today!  

Membership and volunteer forms are available at the JPMS website: 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/schools/poolems/parents/13[1]%20ptsa%20v

olunteer%20form.pdf  

MCPS Offers Magnet Application Workshops 
The Division of Consortia Choice and Applications Programs (DCCAPS) will offer a magnet application 

program Application Workshop on November 3rd at Wheaton High School for parents and students in Grade 
8 who are applying to the magnet programs at Montgomery Blair, Richard Montgomery, or Poolesville high 
schools. This hands-on workshop will be held from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

The workshop is intended mostly for families that may need assistance with filling out the application.  We 
will have Chinese, French, Korean, Spanish and Vietnamese interpreters. There will be volunteers to assist 
parents and students in filling out the application after a general overview of the application process is 
presented.    

DCCAPS staff will be present to answer questions about the application itself and the process of applying.  
This is not a program information presentation.  If families missed the information nights in October, they can 
contact the programs directly for information about special courses, field trips, projects, etc. 

Yankee Candle 

orders will be 

distributed before 

Thanksgiving break ï 

stay tuned for more 

details!  

   

mailto:kocurs@verizon.net
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/schools/poolems/parents/13%5b1%5d%20ptsa%20volunteer%20form.pdf
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/schools/poolems/parents/13%5b1%5d%20ptsa%20volunteer%20form.pdf


PLEASE JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF FUN TO 

CELEBRATE MONOCACYôS 50TH 

ANNIVERSARY  
 

 

 

  

PTA CASINO NIGHT & 
AUCTION  
 

Friday November 18, 2011 
7:30 pm ï 10:00pm 
 
Potomac Hunt Club 
21315 Peach Tree Road 
 
Tickets:  $75 per couple or $40 
per person 

 
Includes glass of wine, beer or 
soda with additional drinks 
available for $4 each  
 
For tickets, contact Dawn Albert at 
DisneyDawnTours@aol.com or 
Dreama Hemingway at 
ddmoney001@yahoo.com 
  

 

Catering by 
Geppettoôs 

 
Casino games  

Blackjack ï 
Craps ï  
Roulette 

 
PLUS 

Silent Auction 
 

PLUS 
Live Auction, 

including one-of-
a-kind art pieces 

 
PLUS 

$50,000 in chips 
with additional 

available for 
purchase $ 

 

mailto:DisneyDawnTours@aol.com
mailto:ddmoney001@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

Yearbooks 

Yearbooks can be pre-ordered through Jostens only.  If you do not pre-order a yearbook, you are not 
guaranteed a yearbook.  You can go to www.jostens.com today to pre-order your yearbook.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Kelly Aulls at Kelly_M_Aulls@mcpsmd.org. 

Drama Club 

The Drama Production in December is in need of costumes and props.  If anyone has a lab coat or jacket, 
stethoscope, and surgical masks for the character of Dr. Frankenstein please contact Mrs. Turner at 
dturner322@aol.com   Any creative ideas are appreciated.  We also need prom/bridesmaids dresses.  Thanks 
in advance. 

PHS Fall Production 

The fall production of the Midnight Players, directed by Ms. Gail Howard, premiers Thursday, November 
мтΣ нлммΗ ά¢ƘŜ aŀŘǿƻƳŀƴ ƻŦ /ƘŀƭƭƛƻǘΣέ ŀ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŦŀǊŎŜ ōȅ ŀŎŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǇƭŀȅǿǊƛƎƘǘ WŜŀƴ DƛǊŀǳŘƻǳȄ will be 
performed Thursday, November 17th at 7:00 p.m., Friday, November 18th at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, 
November 19th at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m.  Many of our JPMS alums will be part of the cast and crew.  

 

  

Announcing ¦ 

http://www.jostens.com/
mailto:Kelly_M_Aulls@mcpsmd.org
mailto:dturner322@aol.com

