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: A Thought for Today: :
: Learning without thought is labor lost; thought without learning is perilous. ,
e e e e e ——————— - — Confucius |

Community Service Week -
A Great Family Experience

Have you ever driven a carload of kids somewhere in near silence? When | was growing up, that only
happened when my brother and | were in deep trouble. Now it happens when every child in the car is texting
— sometimes to a friend in the same car.

Rapidly developing technology has created opportunities for communication that are also surprisingly
isolating. Our kids can be in touch with us and all their friends just about 24/7 — but we as parents may know
only a tiny fraction of what they say and text.

Cell phone technology and the amazing expansion of Internet access through inexpensive smart phones
have made cyberbullying a real and frightning trend, especially among children in the 10 to 16 age group, but
that is not the only by-product of the new technology. You and | grew up with a family phone that we all had
to answer because it could be for any of us. If | picked up when my aunt called for my mother, | was engaged
in conversation by an adult who held me accountable for my manners, told me news of the family, and took
an interest in my life. Then, she asked for Mom. Now, when my brother calls me, he calls my cell phone and no
one else is part of the conversation. Enhanced communication technology has given our children fewer
opportunities than we had to be part of an extended community.

One way to keep our kids connected to others and to help them develop empathy for others — a major
weapon in combatting bullying — is to emphasize community service in their lives.

In 1987, Montgomery County established an annual day of service to increase
awareness of the value of volunteerism in building a stronger community. Now, our
lead has been followed nationwide with Make a Difference Day being observed in
thousands of communities. This year, to celebrate the 25 anniversary, the
Montgomery County Montgomery County Volunteer Center has set a target for 25,000 reidents to
VOLUNTEER CENTER  volunteer during Community Service Week, October 16 — 22. What a great opportunity
to give our kids the benefits of helping others!

There are many opportunities in the coming week to serve around the county that are also approved for
Student Service Learning hours, but small gestures such as raking leaves for a neighbor orwriting a real letter
to a distant relative can still be wondeful, easily managed service projects. For more information about
Community Service Week, visit http://www.montgomeryserves.org/community-service-week-2011.



http://www.montgomeryserves.org/community-service-week-2011
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/24040.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Confucius/

Hallway Heroes

Hallway Heroes are students we honor for demonstrating
exemplary PRIDE behaviors as they move from class to class,
helping to keep our hallways safe and comfortable for everyone.

The students recognized below consistently demonstrate
Purpose, Respect, Integrity, Dedication and Effort everywhere they
go at JPMS. They are Hallway Heroes and we are proud to celebrate
their high expectations and their Timberwolf PRIDE!

Ellen Beal Stefine Beltran DJ Bricker
Perry Dominici Julia Fisher Carley Kenly
Gabriel Reiziss Kirk Williams Autumn Wright

Grade 6 Students

Outdoor Education is October 18, 19 and 20!

Please NoteAll medication wasdue to the Health Room by along with
accompanying medication forms, one per medicationlf you have a problem related to

medication, pease call Ms. Sypes or Mrs. Salyers in the Health Room at 3@07-1029 or

email Ms. Sypes aCarrie_ A _Sypes@mcpsmd.orcASAP.

Remember: Luggage may not be brought on Eg‘ic " S} TR

o4

MCPS buses. Please bringgur 6™ grader to
school with his or her luggage on Tuesday
morning or drop off the luggage during the
day Monday. Pick up returning 6" graders
Thursday afternoon at 1:30 PM.

v

Contact Ms. Rice at 3019727979 or with any
last-minute questions.

Our New Superintendent Is
Listening to Student Voices

Have a question you’d really like to ask the new MCPS superintendent, Dr. Joshua Starr? Now’s your
chance! Dr. Starr wants to hear from students about what’s working well in MCPS and what the school system
can do to improve. The next meeting will be held at Quince Orchard H.S. on November 9. Go to
www.mcpsStudentTownHall.org between now and November 9 to submit your questions or comments via
email or Twitter, and Dr. Starr will choose some to answer at the town hall meetings.



mailto:Carrie_A_Sypes@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Rebecca_rice@mcpsmd.org

A Look at Blue Ribbon Week

Apologies for the the computer problems that kept me from pubishing these pictures last week. As you
can see, our week —long program aimed at preventing bullying was a popular event! Thanks to for taking these
pictures!

To show we
have the spirit!
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October 17 1s Blue Monday
Show Your Spirit 0 Wear Blue
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Our Pride Is Showing!
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: Last month | alerted you to 8th grader Courtney Williams’ impending trip to AT&T Field in Chattanooga,

I Tennessee to compete with her dog, Cir-El, in the Skyhoundz World Canine Disc Championships.

: As the photo at right indicates, they returned winners, having been awarded second place in the Youth

: Division!

I Courtney and Cir-el competed against a strong field of 12 other contestants distinguished by very athletic
: dogs ready to do their best. Although the rest of the weekend was rainy (as usual these days!), the sun was

: bright and warm for the three rounds of Courtney’s competition.

: Round 1 was Free Style, in which dog and trainer danced to music with multiple Frisbees being tossed and
I caught. Waiting for her turn near the end of the round, Courtney was relaxed. She could see that the other

: teams seemed to intersperse long throws after almost every trick. Her routine was more exciting because it

: had a number of tricks in a row before a long throw that gave her time to collect back her Frisbees and be

I ready for the next sequence. Unfortunately, Cir-El was not

: perorming up to her best in the first round. The team went into

: Round 2 — Distance and Accuracy — with a lower point core than

I anticipated.

: Rounds 2 and 3 brought Cir-El back strong, however, and she

: needed to rally since the number one team, who had come all the

I way from California, were consistently impressive. By the end of

: Round 3, another Free Style round, Courtney and Cir-El were back

: at the top of their game, earning the points required to move back
: up to second place. “l was really happy to have second place,”

I Courtney reports, “and | feel my dog and | have come far because

: she gets nervous easily.”

: Congratulations to Courtney and Cir-El. With two more years of
1 eligibility in the Under 15 age bracket, they will be the team to beat
: at the next championships!




Some of the activities scheduled for this year are Books and Boxing,
Babysitting Club, Jewelry Making, Zumba Class, Scrapbooking, Photo
Club and much more. Keep checking the Back Pockefior upcoming
classes. Itis our goal to provide activities to meet the desires of all
students. If you have any suggestions for new programs, please contact
Mrs. Crutchfield at Winessa_R_Crutchfield@mcpsmd.org.

RecExtra needs your donations: Wrapping paper, beads and old jewelry, fabric and textbook
supplies. Please drop all donations in the RecExtra box in the front office. Thank you!!

Needed! Training Provided!

Due to the budget cuts, it is not always possible to have a person available in the Media Center to check
out books for students. We would like to train some volunteers to help us solve this problem and help
prevent us from having to put up closed signs on our door. We are looking for parents who are interested in
helping in the media center on an as needed basis. Volunteers would be trained to checkout and shelve books
and in the organization of the media center. This is a great opportunity to support your child’s school and to
learn some new skills. Please contact Joy A Mclntyre@mcpsmd.org if you are interested. Thanks!

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME
and JOIN THE PTA

Sharon Armstrong - President Many thanks to the Staff
Marilyn Soltis - Vice President Appreciation Commiittee, led

. . by Anne Donovan, and Nora
Dawn Albert - Vice President Terrell who brought us
Dreama Hemingway - Secretary yummy doughnuts donated
Sue Van Meter - Treasurer by Crispy Créme this week!
Lori Kocur - Membership & Volunteers

Anne Donovan - Staff Appreciation

= -4 a8 =8 a8 A -

It is always worthwhile and never too late to join John Poole Middle
School’s PTSA. Your membership entitles you to receive the 2011-2012 JPMS Student Dlrectory at no
charge! Membership and volunteer forms are available at the JPMS website:
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/schools/poolems/parents/13[ 1]%20ptsa%20volunteer%20form.pdf

Please contact Lori Kocur at kocurs@verizon.net _ for membership information or to register as
a JPMS Parent Volunteer. Once you are a registered volunteer, you will receive emails when
opportunities to help out at school arise. It’s as easy as that!

Show your kids how much you care and how important their school experience is to you - register
to volunteer today!

Thanks to all who supported the Yankee Candle fundraiser!
Watch the Back Pocket for the delivery date.


mailto:Winessa_R_Crutchfield@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Joy_A_McIntyre@mcpsmd.org
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/schools/poolems/parents/13%5b1%5d%20ptsa%20volunteer%20form.pdf
mailto:kocurs@verizon.net

CAPITOL DEBATE

After School Workshops For 6'™-9" Graders

Introduction to Debate
JOHN POOLE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Learn the Basics Capitol Debate
of Debate Including: Fall Program Details:
» Organizing an Argument
* Writing a Case Location: John Poole Middle School
* Delivering a Speech Costs: $200
« Refuting Opponents _ , :
- Researching Evidence D_ates. Monday’s Nov 7 to Mid January
« Structuring your Ideas Times: 2:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.
» Taking Notes Grades: 6" through 9"
Class Limit: 16 Students

TO ENROLL, GO TO
WWW.CAPITOL-DEBATE.COM

Direct Questions to Ronald Bratt
at bratt@capitol-debate.com or 443-538-4992


http://www.capitol-debate.com/
mailto:bratt@capitol-debate.com

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF FUN
TO CELEBRATE MON GEbiimc

50TH ANNIVERSARY

Catering by

Geppettoods

Casino games
Blackjack i
Craps'i
Roulette

PLUS
Silent Auction

PLUS
Live Auction,
including one-of-
a-kind art pieces

PLUS
$50,000 in chips
with additional

available for
purchase

For one fun evening, take
a gamble,
enjoy great food, mingle
with friends and enjoy

Whet her youbo

the first time or a master

at the tabl e
great time while
supporting Monocacy.

Elementary School

o

PTA CASINO NIGHT &
AUCTION

Friday November 18, 2011
7:30 pm 1 10:00pm

Potomac Hunt Club
21315 Peach Tree Road

Tickets: $75 per couple or $40
per person

Includes glass of wine, beer or
soda with additional drinks
available for $4 each

For tickets, contact Dawn Albert at
DisneyDawnTours@aol.com or
Dreama Hemingway at
ddmoney001@yahoo.com



mailto:DisneyDawnTours@aol.com
mailto:ddmoney001@yahoo.com

Announcing -

Yearbooks

Yearbooks can be pre-ordered through Jostens only. If you do not pre-order a yearbook, you are not
guaranteed a yearbook. You can go to www.jostens.com today to pre-order your yearbook. If you have any
guestions, please contact Kelly Aulls at Kelly M _Aulls@mcpsmd.org.

SSL Middle School Camp for Days When MCPS Does Not Have School!

Tweens and Teens can be out in Nature on MCPS days off (October 21, October 31, January 23, February
14 and March 30) and earn 4 SSL hours in Woodend School’s Out Camp. Audubon Naturalist Society is offering
a great day in nature for middle schoolers to unplug, have fun, and help the environment.

Building on our great summer camp tradition, we’re offering “school’s out” camps for all the MCPS
administrative holidays. Your tweens and teens can join us for Rock Creek Clean Up, Pond Scavenger Hunt,
Spring Planting, and Bamboo Attack! We’ll be out in nature, learning lots from our naturalists, all while we are
having a good time away from screens. Camps run 8:30am - 4:30pm. Members pay $65 per day or $275 for all
five. Nonmembers pay $75 per day or $350 for all five. To register fill out a form from anshome.org
Questions? Call or e-mail Sarah Krizek at 301-652-9188 x 26 to skrizek@audubonnaturalist.org.

School Pictures

Your child’s school pictures went home on Wednesday this week. If your child was absent Wednesday,
make sure he or she checks with the PE teacher or main office to be able to bring the pictures home.

Inside the folder with your child’s pictures is a very important card. It has a passcode, record number and
security code that will let you order additional pictures and specialty items online.

The holidays are coming and your child’s picture on a keychain, coffee mug, tote bag or other item will
make a great gift for family members, especially those who are far away. You can even make greeting cards
and party invitations that feature your child’s picture.

The website is www.HJClix.com. To tour the site and check out all the goodies, you need to have the
student passcode, record number and security code that were enclosed with the pictures. If you’ve already
thrown the card out or you lose it before you are ready to order, just call the photographer at 1-800-399-8044.
We don’t have this information at school, but a call to the company will set you straight.

Debate Club Is Back!

Based on the interest (and abilities!) of our budding JMPS Debate Club last year, we arranged with Capitol-
Debate (www.capitokdebate.com) to bring a 10-week debate camp to JPMS this fall, led by a nationally-

renowned debate coach in for this camp if we can get at least eight debaters.

While we are seeking grant support to defray expenses and scholarships will be available, parents should
know that there will be a cost for the camp. More information can be obtained by e-mailing Barbara Davidson
at barbara.r.davidson@gmail.com or calling her at 301-407-0004.


http://www.jostens.com/
mailto:Kelly_M_Aulls@mcpsmd.org
http://www.hjclix.com/
http://www.capitol-debate.com/
mailto:barbara.r.davidson@gmail.com

A Student Service Learning Award Opportunity!

Once again, Prudential is looking for young people across the country who have distinguished themselves
through volunteer activities in their communities. All JPMS eighth grade students who have earned 100 SSL
hours or more are eligible to apply for this award! The application period for the 17th year of The Prudential
Spirit of Community Awards officially began last Friday and will conclude on November 1. To be considered,
the applicant must complete an application online at spirit.prudential.com or www.nassp.org/spirit, and then
submit it to Mrs. Arnold. We are allowed to choose one representative from our school to submit as our

Prudential Spirit to Serve nominee.

School Health Services Offer Seasonal FluMist Vaccine at School Clinics

School Health Services and MCPS will conduct free, nasal spray flu vaccine (FluMist) clinics at Einstein High
School in Kensington and Seneca Valley High School in Germantown on October 31st for school aged children

in Montgomery County. For more information about the upcoming clinics and the FluMist, visit:

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/flu/ or_http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/flu.

October 15
October 18-20
October 18

October 20

October 21
October 26

October 27
October 28
October 31
November 1
November 10&11

November 10

Saturday School

Outdoor Education at the Smith Center (6th grade)

Softball — Girls play Clemente at JPMS (2:50 p.m.)

Softball — Boys play Clemente at Clemente (3:15 p.m.)

Cross Country —JPMS at Clemente (3:15 p.m.)

Softball — Boys play Kingsview Middle School at JPMS (2:50 p.m.)
Softball — Girls play Kingsview Middle School at Kingsview (3:15 p.m.)
Cross Country — Kingsview at JPMS (2:50 p.m.)

MSTA Convention — No School for Students and Teachers

Softball — Boys play Ridgeview Middle School at JPMS (2:50 p.m.)
Softball — Girls play Ridgeview Middle School at Ridgeview (3:15 p.m.)
Yearbook Portrait Make-ups

First Marking Periods Ends

Professional Day — No School for Students

Second Marking Period Begins

Early Release Days (Students dismissed at 11:50 a.m.)

Report Card Distribution


http://reply.email-prudential.com/cgi-bin13/DM/t/hBS2W0cXlng0NVh0lQcT0EP
http://reply.email-prudential.com/cgi-bin13/DM/t/hBS2W0cXlng0NVh0lQcU0EQ
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/flu/
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/flu

PBIS Recycling Fundraiser

PBIS is conducting our recycling fundraiser again this year. Thank you for making last
year’s drive a great success!

This fundraiser helps us raise money for our Positive Behavior Program and protects

the environment through the donations of your used consumer electronics. Your used items are recycled in
accordance with EPA regulations. One hundred percent of the proceeds help fund PBIS.

We are collecting the following items:

Cell Phones Laptop Computers Inkjet Cartridges Digital Cameras
GPS Devices Digital Video Cameras Handheld Game Systems MP3 Players
Radar Detectors Electronic Book Readers

Please drop off any of the above items you would like to recycle. There is a bin for cell phones, inkjet
cartridges, and other small electronics in the school’s foyer. Larger items can be dropped off in the office.
We greatly appreciate your support!

Boys Varsity Football
October 15 2:00 p.m. PHS vs. Kennedy HS at Kennedy HS
October 21 6:30 p.m. PHS vs. Wheaton HS at Wheaton HS
October 28 6:30 p.m. PHS vs. Catoctin HS at PHS
November 4 6:30 p.m. PHS vs. Rockville HS at PHS
Fa" Girls Varsity Soccer
October 14 7:00 p.m. PHS vs. Watkins Mill HS at PHS
SpOI’tS October 17 5:00 p.m. PHS vs. Albert Einstein HS at PHS
at PHS October 21 3:30 p.m. PHS vs. Rockville HS at Rockville HS
October 25 5:00 p.m. PHS vs. Quince Orchard HS at Quince Orchard HS
Boys Varsity Soccer
October 14 5:00 p.m. PHS vs. Watkins Mill HS at PHS
October 17 7:00 p.m. PHS vs. Albert Einstein HS at PHS
October 21 5:30 p.m. PHS vs. Rockville HS at Rockville HS
October 25 7:00 p.m. PHS vs. Quince Orchard HS at Quince Orchard HS

Girls Varsity Field Hockey
October 18  7:00 p.m.  PHS vs. B-CC HS at B-CC HS
October 20  7:00 p.m. PHS vs. Quince Orchard HS at QO




Call
John Poole!

D And Ask for...
S

@ Principal - Mrs. Boucher Assistant Principal - Ms. Lemon
Technology & Arts IRT & Grade Level Coordinator - Mr. Grotenhuis
Main Office 301-972-7979 || || English IRT - Mrs. Lindsay
Counseling 301-972-7980 Social Studies IRT - Ms. Nachlas
Cafeteria  301-407-1037 Math IRT - Mr. McKay

Science IRT Mrs. Callaghan

Health Room 301-407-1029 Counseling - (Ms. Kitts, Secretary) Mrs. Arnold - Mrs. Hardy

JPMS o
Timberwolves Our Vision:

- - The Timberwolf community
||Ve Wlth experiences joy in learning,
celebrates excellence, and

P urpose values positive relationships.

R espect Our Mission:

I ntegrity At John Poole Middle School,

_ _ our mission is to:

D ed|Cat|On 1 promote joy in learning
through motivation and

E ffort engagement

1 celebrate excellence by
acknowledging
achievement foster a
shared responsibility for
academic and social
success

1 value positive
relationships, thereby
promoting a respectful
and supportive learning
environment




