
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Thought for Today: 

“In the Spring, a young man’s fancy lightly turns to thoughts of love.'” 

- Alfred Lord Tennyson,  “Locksley Hall” 

 

Spring Fever 
Tennyson was right, but not just about young men! The lovely weather has had all of us feeling 

happier and friendlier this week – what a treat! 

This time of year all of us have to work a little harder to keep our focus, but the staff and I are 
completely determined that our primary job – teaching and learning – will continue right up to the 
last hour of school on June 16. That’s why we keep the distractions down by asking students to dress 
for success and to conduct their social lives outside class time. 

I think the expectations are easier to follow if they are simple. For warm weather school clothes we 
tell the kids to cover their torsos and their underwear. Girls need to wear a sweater or shrug over their 
shoulders if they are wearing spaghetti straps or halter tops; boys need to pull their pants up. When it 
comes to young love, we tell kids to keep their hands to themselves. Public Displays of Affection (yes, 
we still call them PDAs!) distract not only the kids involved but everyone else in the vicinity, so we ask 
for hugs and hand-holding to stop in school as well. It’s pretty straight-forward, and our kids 
generally do a wonderful job of following the rules. I know that’s largely due to your support, from the 
good parenting you have been providing all along to the morning inspection when you check out 
hemlines, necklines, shirts and shorts. Thanks! 

I attended a meeting this week that caused me to think again about how vulnerable our kids are at 
this age, and how much they need our support. I learned some startling statistics about teen dating 
violence. One national study reports that 70% of young teens have admitted that their boy or girl 
friends have threatened them with violence, and 50% said they had been hit, slapped or in some other 
way violently treated on a date. 

When you think about it, middle school aged children don’t know how to date. It’s all new to them 
as they begin to be interested in the opposite sex, and they need our guidance. Perhaps you are 
already talking with your child about your expectations for his or her dating behavior, but if not, it’s 
time to start. Please be sure to talk about what your child should do if something unexpected happens 
– if he or she is slapped or hurt in any way, or if he or she witnesses this kind of behavior happening 
to a friend.  

There are some good resources out there to help you know what to say. You may want to check out 
these websites, or call our counseling office if talking to another adult would be of benefit. Thanks! 
http://parentingteens.about.com/od/teenculture/a/teen_dating2.htm 

http://www.drphil.com/articles/article/50 

http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/3088174/ns/today-parenting/t/five-tips-teen-dating/  

John Poole’s 

BACK 
POCKET May 13, 2011 

Thanks to Mrs. Arnold 

for the web resources! 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/2338.html
http://parentingteens.about.com/od/teenculture/a/teen_dating2.htm
http://www.drphil.com/articles/article/50
http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/3088174/ns/today-parenting/t/five-tips-teen-dating/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Bella Lawbaugh Catherine Savage Kayla Zinsser 
Cole Mckenney Taylor Thomas Logan Zinn 
Alesya Sarakhman Kyle Wilkins 
 

Congratulations 
to everyone who made our Spring Musical 
“Just Another High School Musical” 

A Tremendous success! 
 

Director   
Dee Turner 
 

Cast & Crew 
Sirisha Ashley 

Sukalp Bhatija 

Dylan Blanc 

Cory Brown 

Josephine Caruso-DiPaolo 

Stephen Couvillion 

James Donovan 

Liesl Green 

Mackenzie Gross 

Allie Gruber 

Makayla Herbert 

Claire Jensen 

Jacob Jesuitas 

Bubby Jones (PES) 

Ian Kenten 

Ivy Kerubo 

Derrick Larson 

Julia Link 

Georgia Micheals 

Brad Miller 

Theresa Nardone 

Lilly Nichols 

Kay Peden 

Maggie Reed 

Danielle Roche 

Emily St. Aubin 

Sabrina Sanchez 

Alesya Sarakhman 

Adele Spinder 

Katie Turner (PHS) 

Kelly Van Meter 

Emma Whitehouse 

Courtney Williams 

 

PHS Assistants 
Ashley Angueira 

Lura Auel 

Lauren Gross 

Nikki Gruber 

Nicolas Jesuitas 

Kimberly Lartz 

Madeleine Roche 

Katie Turner 

William VanMeter 

 

Parents & 
Community 
Kari Auel 

Isabelle Blanc 

Brian Gross & Phoenixx Systems 

Lori Gruber 

Gail Howard 

Stacey Jesuitas 

Beth Jones 

Jeff Jones 

Kimberly Lartz 

Tim Link 

Sarah Nichols 

Michelle Roche 

Heather Sprague 

Scott Turner 

Scottie Turner

Hallway Heroes 
Hallway Heroes are students we honor for demonstrating 

exemplary PRIDE behaviors as they move from class to class, 
helping to keep our hallways safe and comfortable for everyone. 

The students recognized below consistently demonstrate Purpose, 
Respect, Integrity, Dedication and Effort everywhere they go at 
JPMS. They are Hallway Heroes, and we are proud to celebrate 
their high expectations and their Timberwolf PRIDE.  
 

You did a great job! 



Shakespeare Comes 

Alive! 
Sixth graders spent the month of April getting to 

know William Shakespeare and his plays in English 

class.  They explored selected scenes from A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream, As You Like It, and 

Romeo and Juliet.  The unit culminated with students 

acting out various roles in groups.  What a tribute to 

the Bard! 

 

 

Students pictured include Cooper Myers-Mallinger, Cole 

Carmack, Cole McKenney, Jake Mason, Michael Huff, 

Anthony McCoy, Josephine Caruso-DiPaolo, Kate Heimbach, 

Delaney Cecco, Kristen Hepburn, Jake Drissel, James 

Donovan, Keegan Hemingway, Olivia Romano, Amber 

Bratcher, and Alona Carr. 

With many thanks to  

Mrs. Judith McKenney,  

our photographer,  

and Ms. Rice, who created this page! 



Literacy Night Was Great! 
Thanks to all the parents, kids and staff who made Literacy Night 

a huge success! Pizza was selling fast; the Book Fair was doing big 
business; Shakespeare was on stage in the APR; the Aux Gym was 
brimming with games and projects. We had a ton of fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grade 7 Trip to 
Towson University 

On May 3, our Seventh Grade took a trip to 
Towson to see the college and get a little feel for the 
campus life. 

We talk about college all the time, but many of 
our students have very little idea what going to 
college really means. We’d like to give them as many 
chances as possible to see for themselves, and 7th grade is not too early to start.  That’s why one of the 
elective rotations includes a program called College Ed that helps students learn about opportunities 
for education after high school, and seventh graders take an annual field trip to a college campus. 

It was a beautiful day for a field trip, and the 
whole group seemed to enjoy seeing the campus, 
learning about the school, and eating lunch in the 
college dining room! 
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Algebra 2 Jumpstart 
 

The deadline for enrolling for the Algebra 2 Jumpstart class has passed; however, there are still 
several seats left in the class.  This is a great opportunity for Geometry students to refresh their 
Algebra skills so they are prepared for Algebra 2 in the fall.  Anyone interested in taking advantage of 
this outstanding summer program, please fill out the form below and return it with your registration 
fee of $10 (checks made payable to JPMS) to Mrs. Ogden in the main office or Mrs. Aulls in room 309 
as soon as possible.   
 

 

I would like to reserve a spot for the three week Algebra 2 Jumpstart class.   

 
Student Name:          
 
2011-2012 Math Course:         
 
Parent Name:          
 
Parent Signature:          

  

PTSA NEWS 

Every Child 
One Voice 

John Poole  

Middle School 

8th  Grade Parents  

Gift card donations are needed for  the 8 th  grade dance!! 

These gift cards will be raffled off during the dance.  

Please consider donating a $5 - $20 gift card from 

Subway, Cuginis, Target, Starbucks, Best Buy. Dicks 

Sporting Goods, etc.   Please give donations to Mrs. 

Ogden in the main off ice at JPMS.  Thanks very much.  

 

¶ Sharon Armstrong – President, 
awakejake1@aol.com 

¶ Marilyn Soltis - Vice President, 
marilynsoltis@hotmail.com 

¶ Suzanna Zapata – Secretary, 
Susana.m.zapata@lmco.com 

¶ Sue Van Meter – Treasurer, 
Van17119@verizon.net 

 

The cafeteria has allowed students to overdraw their accounts up to $10 per student all year so that 

hungry kids can eat lunch, even if they have forgotten to bring in their lunch money. Now we need to start 

collecting that money back. You will be notified by email this week is your child is overdrawn. Please bring 

the account up to date as soon as possible.  

The last day students may borrow lunch money on their accounts is Friday, May 20. Thanks! 

mailto:marilynsoltis@hotmail.com
mailto:Susana.m.zapata@lmco.com
mailto:Van17119@verizon.net


Spring Break Postcards 
 

Some of us stayed home last month for a busy or relaxing Spring break in Poolesville – but others 
traveled the world! Here are some snapshots from the trip Mr. Young, Mr. Whalen and Mrs. Kirby 
hosted to Italy and Greece.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Yearbook 

The deadline for purchasing a yearbook has passed.  Yearbooks will be distributed to students at 
the end of May.  Any extra yearbooks will be sold beginning Tuesday, May 31st for $30.  At this time, 
checks should be written to JPMS.   

Center for Talented Youth’s (CTY) Global Talent Search 

      Each year tens of thousands of students from around the world learn more about their academic 
abilities through the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth’s (CTY) Global Talent Search.  This 
year’s Talent Search is open through June. 

      Students who would like to test with CTY still have time, and seventh- and eighth-graders now 
have even more options for doing so.  This year, as a pilot program, in addition to the SAT and ACT, 
CTY is giving seventh- and eighth-graders the option of taking the Advanced School and College 
Ability Test (SCAT) to qualify for Summer Programs.  The SCAT lasts just an hour, and students can 
make an appointment to take it at a nearby test center on a date that’s convenient for them.  For more 
information on Advanced SCAT testing, go to http://cty.jhu.edu/ts/newtest.html. 

Pennies for Patients 

The Leo Club and SGA are leading a fundraiser for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  Next 
week, JPMS joins 21,000 schools nationwide in the Pennies for Patients program. For the next 
2 weeks, May 9-20, we will help people who are sick with blood cancers by collecting coins and 
dropping them in your classroom’s box.  As a school, we’ve set a goal to collect $1,000. The top 
fundraising classroom will win a Pizza party! Every cent counts so start collecting.  You can make an 
on-line contribution through this link!  http://nca.sy.llsevent.org/PooleMS 

Rolling Rewards 

The Rolling Rewards Program is one of the areas most recognized student reward programs for 
academics among students and parents.  This program has encouraged students to reach their 
academic potential and provide them with an opportunity to enjoy the great sport of bowling. 

Students may bring their final 2010-2011 report card into any Bowl America location, and are 
awarded a free game for each “A”, or equivalent grade earned over the course of the entire school year.  
Bowl America will reward students with a free game for each “B” as well. 

For more information on The Rolling Rewards Program, visit www.bowl-
america.com/rollingrewards Or Email rollingrewards@bowl-america.com 

Young Writers' Conference 

August 1-12, 2011, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily 

The Hood College Writers’ Conference will offer workshops in creative nonfiction, poetry and 
fiction for rising 8th and 9th graders and current high school students who are serious about their 
writing and want to improve their skills. Participants will work closely with Hood faculty and other 
award-winning published writers to achieve this goal and to develop new sources for inspiration. We 
invite you to participate in this very special experience! More information about the program is 
available at the Hood College website or by contacting Elly Williams at ellywrites@gmail.com. 

Announcing ð 

http://cty.jhu.edu/ts/newtest.html
http://nca.sy.llsevent.org/PooleMS
http://www.bowl-america.com/rollingrewards
http://www.bowl-america.com/rollingrewards
http://www.hood.edu/Academics/Departments/English/Programs-Offered/Young-Writers--Conference-Faculty.html
http://www.hood.edu/Academics/Departments/English/Programs-Offered/Young-Writers--Conference--Guest-Writers.html
http://144.175.3.192/Academics/Departments/English/Programs-Offered/Young-Writers--Conference--Program.html
mailto:ellywrites@gmail.com




ñHelp the Hungryò Food Drives ï May 2011 

Manna Food Center is teaming with Giant Food Stores once again to fight hunger & feed hope 

in Montgomery County. 

Collections in January topped 43,000 pounds of foodéletôs see if we can do it again! 
All 28 area Giant stores are participating in the 2-day food drive event 

 Saturday, May 21st and Sunday, May 22nd h 
11am ς 5pm each day 

 

How you can get involved... 
¶ Manna would like to find GROUPS όƻŦ о ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΗύ ǘƻ άŀŘƻǇǘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ aŀƴƴŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ 

food from the shoppers. This is the perfect opportunity to get your faith based organization, business, 
civic organization, sports team, Boy Scout or Girl Scout troop, school club, or neighborhood group 
together and make a real difference.   

¶ SSL Hours are offered for students.  

¶ To register, you must have a GROUP of 3+people, including at least 1 adult supervisor (21 or older) ς so 
if you do not have a formal organization ς gather your family or rally a few friends and sign up together 
as a GROUP! 

¶ Giant will allow the volunteers to be inside the store, to greet shoppers as they enter the store to allow 
us to promote awareness of the food drive and to take donations from shoppers as they leave.  

¶ All supplies and materials will be at the designated Giant location and Manna will be picking up the 
food donations and supplies at the conclusion of the food drive.  

 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘƻǊŜΧ 
¶ Contact  volunteer@mannafood.org  and indicate in the Subject Line:  GIANT FOOD DRIVE 
 

¶ Provide your: 
1. Store preference/ location (and an alternate choice should your preferred location and/or 

preferred date or time not be available)  
2. Date preference  (SAT   5/21   or   SUN   5/22) 
3. Time Options 

a. Whole Day   11am ς 5pm 
b. AM Shift      11am ς 2pm 
c. PM Shift       2pm ς 5pm 

4. GROUP name 
5. Contact phone number (in case we need to reach you on the DAY of the event)  

 
Manna Food Center will send you an email confirmation after verifying availability for your preferred store, 
date and time.   Do not contact any individual Giant Food Stores.  The registration process is all handled 
directly by Manna Food Center. 
 

IMPORTANT 
*We kindly request that you limit the number of voluƴǘŜŜǊǎ άǇŜǊ ǎƘƛŦǘέ όƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
group) to 3 ς 4 individuals, including your adult supervisor.)  This is important for 2 reasons:  1)  We do not 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ άƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳέ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ нύ  {ǇŀŎŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΧDiant is being 
extremely accommodating in setting aside space for the food drives inside each store; however, space is 
limited. 

mailto:volunteer@mannafood.org


  



 

 

 

 

 

May 16  MAP -R Testing  

May 18  Algebra HSA Testing  

May 19  Grade 7 Environmental Science Field Trip  to Sandy Point  

May 19  PYSO Spring Concert (7:00 p.m.)  

May 25  Algebra HSA Makeups  

May 26  JPMS Spring Concert (7:00 p.m.)  

May 27  Antietam Field Trip (8 th  Grade)  

May 30  Holiday ï Memorial Day  

Soccer Schedule  

May 17  Boys play Neelsville at JPMS ( 2:50 PM )  Girls play Neelsville at Neelsville (3:15 PM)  

May 18  Boys play Rocky Hill at JPMS (2:50 PM)  Girls play Rocky Hill at Rocky Hill (3:15 PM)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHS Spring Concert on May 25 at 7:00 p.m. 

The Class of 2011 will graduate on Monday, June 6 at 11:00 AM 

at Mount St. Mary's College. 
       
 For future athletic schedules, hold the 
control key down and click on the link below: 

http://www.poolesvilleathletics.org/ 
 

 
 

5th Annual Jack Perkins  
Memorial Falcon Golf Classic 

June 13, 2011 ë Bretton Woods Golf Course 
Proceeds benefit Poolesville High School Athletics 
http://phsboosterclub.wordpress.com/fundraisers/golfclassic/ 

Save the Date!  
Important events you wonõt want to miss!  

PHS NEWS 
 

Go Falcons! 

The Poolesville HS Football Program 
will be conducting a Pre-Season meeting on 
June 7th, at 7:00 P.M. in the school’s 
auditorium.  For more information, please 
contact Head Coach Will Gant at 
William_C_Gant@mcpsmd.org  You can also 
visit our website www.poolesvilleathletics.org 
 

http://www.poolesvilleathletics.org/
http://phsboosterclub.wordpress.com/fundraisers/golfclassic/
mailto:William_C_Gant@mcpsmd.org
http://www.poolesvilleathletics.org/


 

 

 

 
 

Our Vision:  
The Timberwolf community experiences joy in learning, 

celebrates excellence, and values positive relationships. 

Our Mission:  
At John Poole Middle School, our mission is to: 

¶ promote joy in learning through motivation and                                    
engagement 

¶ celebrate excellence by acknowledging achievement 

¶ foster a shared responsibility for academic and social success 

¶ value positive relationships, thereby promoting a respectful and  
supportive learning environment 

 

 

And Ask foré 

Principal  -    Mrs. Boucher                Assistant Principal - Ms. Lemon 

Technology & Arts IRT & Grade 6 Team Leader - Mr. Grotenhuis 

English IRT - Mrs. Lindsay 

Social Studies IRT & Co-coordinator of Testing - Mr. Whalen 

Math IRT & Grade 7 Team Leader - Mr. McKay 

Science IRT & Grade 8 Team Leader - Mrs. Callaghan 

Counseling - (Ms. Kitts, Secretary)     Mrs. Arnold - Mrs. Hardy 

 

 

 

Call 

John Poole! 
 

Main Office  301-972-7979 

Counseling 301-972-7980 

Cafeteria 301-407-1037 

Health Room 301-407-1029 

    JPMS  

 Timberwolves  

    live with  

P  urpose  

R  espect 

I   ntegrity  

D  edication  

E ffort  


