
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Thought for Today: 

Literacy is not a luxury, it is a right and a responsibility.  If our world is to meet the 
challenges of the twenty-first century we must harness the energy and creativity of all 

our citizens. 

- President Bill Clinton          
 
 

Busy Times! 
There is always so much to do at this time of year, and the coming week is no exception. This 

weekend, Friday and Saturday May 6 and 7, is the spring musical “Just Another High School 
Musical.” The Phantom Players have been working hard and are sure to please with this show!  The 
show starts at 7:00 PM – Don’t miss it! 

Literacy Night and our final PTSA meeting both fall on Tuesday, May 10 – you can reduce the 
stress by bringing the whole family and taking advantage of our Pizza Meal Deal before the events 
begin. Join us in the cafeteria at 6:30. $3.00 gets a slice of pizza and a drink. Then head to the Media 
Center for PTSA and on to the Auxiliary Gym and APR for an evening of reading-based games, prizes, 
performances and fun for the whole family.  

While you’re here Tuesday night, make sure you stop in the TV Studio to visit the Book Fair, too. 
Summer reading packets are available, and many of the books would be great choices for pleasure 
reading that meets the summer requirements. Getting your books now could let you read them this 
spring and be ready to discuss them with your child as he or she reads in the summer. There is 
nothing like sharing a good read with your kid. Think about choosing three or four books you can 
trade around for a family Book Club!  

Next week our students take on the final MAP-R testing of the year, and fourth quarter 
interims go out on Friday the 13th. Thanks for your support in helping our kids stay focused on their 
school work as we close in on the end of the year. These last weeks are important learning time and 
we need every student keeping up the hard work right up to June 16! 

Finally, I know every heart in America has been touched this week by the dramatic raid in Pakistan 
and death of Osama bin Ladin. Our children were babies and toddlers in 2001, so they missed the 
processing we did with older children in the dark days following September 11. Many middle school 
kids have only a sketchy understanding of the events, and they need us to help them work out how our 
family values relate to our country’s commitment to killing this man. Perhaps you have already talked 
with your children about this important topic, but if you haven’t, I hope you will take a few moments 
soon to share your reactions and guide your kids through sorting out what it all means. Some children 
will be frightened by the intense emotions and potential for revenge strikes against us; some will have 
questions about when killing another human being is justified. Your frank and open talk will bring 
comfort and understanding that can shape a lifetime of response to challenging situations. 

John Poole’s 

BACK 
POCKET May 6, 2011 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dylan Flickinger 
Isabella Lawbaugh 
Luke Maher 

Jessica Martinez 
Dylan Mishler 
Kyle Pare 

Austin Smith 
Sande Turner 
Trey Willis 

 
 
  

A Celebrated Writer! 
What a treat it was to open last week’s Washington Post and see our own Morgan Brashear honored as 

the winner of the Kid’s Page Penmanship Contest for the 12-14 year old age group.  

Recent brain research has linked handwriting skill to development of cognitive abilities and facility in 

learning abstract concepts. That means Morgan wins a lot more than a T-shirt and four tickets to “The Day John 

Henry Came to School” (a play at the Imagination Stage.) She is gaining better brain power, too! 

Congratulations, Morgan! 

 

Soles for Souls 
Once again, for the fourth year in a row, our 

seventh graders, directed by Mrs. Kirby, provided 
support to this charitable organization that 
distributes shoes to the needy around the world. 
100% of the grade 7 students worked together and 
earned SSL hours as part of the project, and they 
create written reflections that demonstrate the 
meaning behind the work. 

The earthquake and tsunami in Japan 
happened just as the drive was getting under way, 

so students 
could easily 
imagine how 
important a simple pair of shoes would be to people who had lost 
everything. 711 pairs of shoes were collected – a school record – 
and over $200 came in as donations.  

Thanks to Mr. Willett for taking the pictures of the cartons of 
shoes being loaded for delivery to the first stop on their way to 
people in need. Since one collection point is in Alabama, we hope 
some of our donations will help victims of the recent tornados. 

Hallway Heroes 
Hallway Heroes are students we honor for demonstrating 

exemplary PRIDE behaviors as they move from class to class, 
helping to keep our hallways safe and comfortable for everyone. 

The students recognized below consistently demonstrate Purpose, 
Respect, Integrity, Dedication and Effort everywhere they go at 
JPMS. They are Hallway Heroes, and we are proud to celebrate 
their high expectations and their Timberwolf PRIDE.  
 



Career Day 2011 
The weather was dreadful, but the experiences were great as 

our 8th graders enjoyed terrific presentations from a wide range of 
volunteers. The program opened with Mrs. Bradshaw, Magnet 
Coordinator at PHS, explaining the various graduation regalia 
associated with the different programs available at our high 
school. Mikey Geyer looked fantastic in cap and gown as he 

modeled the tassels that identify each House and the ISP. 

Mrs. LeBright, a beloved former counselor at JPMS, shared some 
of the insights she has gained since transferring to a high school 
last year, and Scott Graham, Assistant Chief of the Montgomery 
County Fire and Rescue Service, gave a keynote address full of 
important advice for finding success in the career of your choice. 

The six sessions that followed allowed each 
student to interact with  presenters from more than a dozen different 
career paths, and the day ended with additional keynotes from Sandy 
Cameron, professional violinist, and 
Commander Carlos Nunez from the Challenger 

Space Center for Space Science Education. 

This rich program could not have been possible 
without the leadership of our amazing 
Counseling Office – Mrs. Arnold, Mrs. Hardy and 
Mrs. Kitts – and the hard work of the Advisory 
to School Counseling Committee: Barbara 

Davidson, Kim Drissel, Marcie Gross, Cathy Jansson, Lori Kocur, 
Eileen Peterson, Peggy Reed, and Lisa Wolin. 

Thanks to all for making this ambitious project a huge success! And Thanks to Mrs. 
Howard for taking the pictures! 

 

 

 

 



Phantom Players 
present 

Just Another 
High School Musical 

Tonight and tomorrow night - May 6th & 7th 

7:00 PM 

$6.00 Adults 

$4.00 Students 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, May 10 

Pizza in the APR at 6:30 

PTSA in the Media 
Center 

Literacy Night Actvities 
Begin at 7:00 

Games! Prizes! Shakespeare! 

AND THE BOOK FAIR!! 

 

Daytime hours May 5 – 11 

Evening Hours for Literacy Night 
 

 

Concessions sales will help fund future productions as well as 

contribute to our new PA system.  

Many thanks to Brian Gross of Phoenix Sound for making our 

upgraded sound system possible! 



Taking Care of Our 
Environment 

The terrible weather on April 28 made it impossible to 
hold the Earth Day activities Mrs. Bliss and Mrs. McManus 
had planned, but their patience paid off. This week a 
beautiful day and the kind assistance of Mr. Seely made it 
possible for 6th grade classes to clean up the grounds, plant 
and mulch. Check out the property the next time you come 
by – we look good, thanks to our environmentally 
conscious Grade 6 science classes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks, Ms. Howard, for taking 

these pictures! 
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8th Grade Parents 

Gift card donations are needed for the 8th grade dance!! These gift cards will be raffled 

off during the dance.  Please consider donating a $5 - $20 gift card from Subway, Cuginis, 

Target, Starbucks, Best Buy. Dicks Sporting Goods, etc.   Please give donations to Mrs. 

Ogden in the main office at JPMS.  Thanks very much. 

 

Algebra 2 Jumpstart 
 

The deadline for enrolling for the Algebra 2 Jumpstart class has passed; however, there are still 
several seats left in the class.  This is a great opportunity for Geometry students to refresh their 
Algebra skills so they are prepared for Algebra 2 in the fall.  Anyone interested in taking advantage of 
this outstanding summer program, please fill out the form below and return it with your registration 
fee of $10 (checks made payable to JPMS) to Mrs. Ogden in the main office or Mrs. Aulls in room 309 
as soon as possible.   
 

 

I would like to reserve a spot for the three week Algebra 2 Jumpstart class.   

 
Student Name:          
 
2011-2012 Math Course:         
 
Parent Name:          
 
Parent Signature:          

PTSA NEWS 

Every Child 
One Voice 

John Poole  

Middle School 

 Sharon Armstrong – President, 
awakejake1@aol.com 

 Marilyn Soltis - Vice President, 
marilynsoltis@hotmail.com 

 Suzanna Zapata – Secretary, 
Susana.m.zapata@lmco.com 

 Sue Van Meter – Treasurer, 
Van17119@verizon.net 

 

I would like to invite everyone to come to our 
PTSA meeting on May 10th at 6:30 p.m. and 
then stay and participate in literary night which 
begins at 7pm. 
  

Sharon Armstrong 
PTSA President 

 

Teacher Appreciation Week has been wonderful!  Thanks so much to the PTSA Staff 

Appreciation Committee, led by Ann Donovan, for spoiling us with delicious treats, a lovely 

luncheon and Friday ice cream sundaes! We are so lucky that you take excellent care of us!  
 

mailto:marilynsoltis@hotmail.com
mailto:Susana.m.zapata@lmco.com
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Agricultural Science 

Do your children know where their food comes from? Our students attend school in the heart of 
the Montgomery County Agriculture Reserve, and a group of area citizens interested in agriculture 
and farming would like to start an agriculture program at Poolesville High School. The first class 
could begin possibly in the 2012-13 school year. This group would like to ensure the future of 
agriculture in the area by educating our students about the role agriculture plays in their lives. In 
order for the school to offer such a program, our group would like to gauge the interest of our students 
in such a class. 

If your student would be interested in enrolling in an agriculture science course at Poolesville High 
School within the next few years, please contact Laurie Savage at 301-349-0750 or 
LaurieZSavage@aol.com.  

Yearbook 
The deadline for purchasing a yearbook has passed.  Yearbooks will be distributed to students at 

the end of May.  Any extra yearbooks will be sold beginning Tuesday, May 31st for $30.  At this time, 
checks should be written to JPMS.   

8th Grade Antietam Field Trip 

The 8th grade team is planning a field trip for Friday, May 27, 2011, to the Antietam National 
Battlefield near Sharpsburg, Maryland.  Each student will participate in a tour of battlefield 
highlights. This trip is part of our unit on the Civil War. We will leave John Poole Middle School 
between 7:45 - 8:00 a.m. and return by 2:10 p.m.  The cost of the trip is $9.00.  Students will need to 
bring a bag lunch. There are no soda machines or snack bars at the battlefield.  For drinks please 
bring plastic, cans, or box containers - NO GLASS.  

Students not going on the trip are expected to be in school. Permission forms and the $9 fee need 
to be returned to the school to their American History teacher by April 29, 2011.  If any student has 
any financial concerns or problems, the parents should contact Mrs. Arnold, Mrs. Callaghan or Mr. 
Whalen.  We welcome any 8th grade parents/guardians interested in chaperoning.  Parents should 
indicate this on the student permission form, which was distributed on April 11, 2011.   

Center for Talented Youth’s (CTY) Global Talent Search 

      Each year tens of thousands of students from around the world learn more about their academic 
abilities through the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth’s (CTY) Global Talent Search.  This 
year’s Talent Search is open through June. 

      Students who would like to test with CTY still have time, and seventh- and eighth-graders now 
have even more options for doing so.  This year, as a pilot program, in addition to the SAT and ACT, 
CTY is giving seventh- and eighth-graders the option of taking the Advanced School and College 
Ability Test (SCAT) to qualify for Summer Programs.  The SCAT lasts just an hour, and students can 
make an appointment to take it at a nearby test center on a date that’s convenient for them.  For more 
information on Advanced SCAT testing, go to http://cty.jhu.edu/ts/newtest.html. 

Pennies for Patients 
The Leo Club and SGA are leading a fundraiser for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  Next 

week, JPMS joins 21,000 schools nationwide in the Pennies for Patients program. For the next 
2 weeks, May 9-20, we will help people who are sick with blood cancers by collecting coins and 

Announcing ð 

mailto:LaurieZSavage@aol.com
http://cty.jhu.edu/ts/newtest.html


dropping them in your classroom’s box.  As a school, we’ve set a goal to collect $1,000. The top 
fundraising classroom will win a Pizza party! Every cent counts so start collecting.  You can make an 
on-line contribution through this link!  http://nca.sy.llsevent.org/PooleMS 

Rolling Rewards 

The Rolling Rewards Program is one of the areas most recognized student reward programs for 
academics among students and parents.  This program has encouraged students to reach their 
academic potential and provide them with an opportunity to enjoy the great sport of bowling. 

Students may bring their final 2010-2011 report card into any Bowl America location, and are 
awarded a free game for each “A”, or equivalent grade earned over the course of the entire school year.  
Bowl America will reward students with a free game for each “B” as well. 

For more information on The Rolling Rewards Program, visit www.bowl-
america.com/rollingrewards Or Email rollingrewards@bowl-america.com 

Young Writers' Conference 

August 1-12, 2011, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily 

The Hood College Writers’ Conference will offer workshops in creative nonfiction, poetry and 
fiction for rising 8th and 9th graders and current high school students who are serious about their 
writing and want to improve their skills. Participants will work closely with Hood faculty and other 
award-winning published writers to achieve this goal and to develop new sources for inspiration. We 
invite you to participate in this very special experience! More information about the program is 
available at the Hood College website or by contacting Elly Williams at ellywrites@gmail.com. 

http://nca.sy.llsevent.org/PooleMS
http://www.bowl-america.com/rollingrewards
http://www.bowl-america.com/rollingrewards
http://www.hood.edu/Academics/Departments/English/Programs-Offered/Young-Writers--Conference-Faculty.html
http://www.hood.edu/Academics/Departments/English/Programs-Offered/Young-Writers--Conference--Guest-Writers.html
http://144.175.3.192/Academics/Departments/English/Programs-Offered/Young-Writers--Conference--Program.html
mailto:ellywrites@gmail.com






 

 Where:  
Gaithersburg 
City Hall, 31 S 
Summit Ave, 
Gaithersburg, 
MD 20877  

 Date:    
May 21, 2011  

 Time:  
10:00amï
6:00pm  

Gaithersburg Book F estival: ñA celebration of books, writers and literary excellenceò 

The City of Gaithersburg is proud to welcome you to the regionôs premier literary event! Youôll 
have a chance to meet and hear from dozens of the worldôs best writers ï from best sellers to 
up-and-comers, hone your own writing skills at our workshops, bring the kids to our Childrenôs 
Village, and much more. 

 Features: Families, Free, Kids, Open to All, Outdoor, Seniors, Teens, Volunteer  
 Visit the website for details and more. http://www.gaithersburgbookfestival.org/ 

 

 

http://gaithersburg.patch.com/listings/gaithersburg-city-hall
http://gaithersburg.patch.com/listings/gaithersburg-city-hall
http://www.gaithersburgbookfestival.org/
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ñHelp the Hungryò Food Drives ï May 2011 

Manna Food Center is teaming with Giant Food Stores once again to fight hunger & feed hope 

in Montgomery County. 

Collections in January topped 43,000 pounds of foodéletôs see if we can do it again! 
All 28 area Giant stores are participating in the 2-day food drive event 

 Saturday, May 21st and Sunday, May 22nd h 
11am ς 5pm each day 

 

How you can get involved... 
 Manna would like to find GROUPS όƻŦ о ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΗύ ǘƻ άŀŘƻǇǘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ aŀƴƴŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ 

food from the shoppers. This is the perfect opportunity to get your faith based organization, business, 
civic organization, sports team, Boy Scout or Girl Scout troop, school club, or neighborhood group 
together and make a real difference.   

 SSL Hours are offered for students.  

 To register, you must have a GROUP of 3+people, including at least 1 adult supervisor (21 or older) ς so 
if you do not have a formal organization ς gather your family or rally a few friends and sign up together 
as a GROUP! 

 Giant will allow the volunteers to be inside the store, to greet shoppers as they enter the store to allow 
us to promote awareness of the food drive and to take donations from shoppers as they leave.  

 All supplies and materials will be at the designated Giant location and Manna will be picking up the 
food donations and supplies at the conclusion of the food drive.  

 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘƻǊŜΧ 
 Contact  volunteer@mannafood.org  and indicate in the Subject Line:  GIANT FOOD DRIVE 
 

 Provide your: 
1. Store preference/ location (and an alternate choice should your preferred location and/or 

preferred date or time not be available)  
2. Date preference  (SAT   5/21   or   SUN   5/22) 
3. Time Options 

a. Whole Day   11am ς 5pm 
b. AM Shift      11am ς 2pm 
c. PM Shift       2pm ς 5pm 

4. GROUP name 
5. Contact phone number (in case we need to reach you on the DAY of the event)  

 
Manna Food Center will send you an email confirmation after verifying availability for your preferred store, 
date and time.   Do not contact any individual Giant Food Stores.  The registration process is all handled 
directly by Manna Food Center. 
 

IMPORTANT 
*We kindly request that you lƛƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ άǇŜǊ ǎƘƛŦǘέ όƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
group) to 3 ς 4 individuals, including your adult supervisor.)  This is important for 2 reasons:  1)  We do not 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ άƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳέ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ нύ  {ǇŀŎŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΧDƛŀƴǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 
extremely accommodating in setting aside space for the food drives inside each store; however, space is 
limited. 

 

mailto:volunteer@mannafood.org


 
 

 

 

 

 

May 5 -11 Book Fair  

(The fair will be open during the day and also on 
May 6  for the Drama Product ion , May 10  for 
Literacy Night, and May 11 .)   

May 6 & 7  Drama Production (7:00 p.m.) in the APR  

May 10 -16 MAP -R Testing  

May 10  PTA Meeting -6:30 PM  / LITERACY NIGHT -6:30  PM  

May 13  Interims Mailed  

May 14  Music in the Park at Hershey Park   
 (Band students co mpete)  

May 18  Algebra HSA Testing  

May 19  Grade 7 Environmental Science Field Trip   
 to Sandy Point  

May 19  PYSO Spring Concert (7:00 p.m.)  

 

LITERACY NIGHT  

Featuring evening Hours for our  

Spring Book Fair 

MAY 10  

Dinner at 6:30 P.M. 
  (Note Time Change) 

 

 

Soccer Schedule 

May 17 Boys play Neelsville at JPMS (2:50 PM)  

Girls play Neelsville at Neelsville (3:15 PM) 

 

Watch next week’s Back Pocket  for photos of the Grade 7 field trip to Towson University!

Save the Date!  
Important events you wonõt want to miss! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Class of 2011 will graduate on Monday, June 6 at 11:00 AM 

at Mount St. Mary's College. 

 

 
 

 

 
  

For future athletic schedules, hold the 
control key down and click on the link below: 

http://www.poolesvilleathletics.org/ 

 

Best wishes to the many wonderful PHS students 
taking Advanced Placement exams, May 2 ë 13! 

5th Annual Jack Perkins  

Memorial Falcon Golf Classic 

June 13, 2011 ë Bretton Woods Golf Course 

Proceeds benefit Poolesville High School Athletics 

http://phsboosterclub.wordpress.com/fundraisers/golfclassic/

PHS NEWS 
 

Go Falcons! 

 

And Ask foré 

Principal  -    Mrs. Boucher                Assistant Principal - Ms. Lemon 

Technology & Arts IRT & Grade 6 Team Leader - Mr. Grotenhuis 

English IRT - Mrs. Lindsay 

Social Studies IRT & Co-coordinator of Testing - Mr. Whalen 

Math IRT & Grade 7 Team Leader - Mr. McKay 

Science IRT & Grade 8 Team Leader - Mrs. Callaghan 

Counseling - (Ms. Kitts, Secretary)     Mrs. Arnold - Mrs. Hardy 

 

 

 

Call 

John Poole! 
 

Main Office  301-972-7979 

Counseling 301-972-7980 

Cafeteria 301-407-1037 

Health Room 301-407-1029 

Varsity Baseball 
May 7 Blake vs. PHS at PHS   2:30 p.m. 

May 9 Walter Johnson vs. PHS at WJ  5:15 p.m. 

 

Girls Varsity Lacrosse 
May 6 Watkins Mill vs. PHS at PHS  7:00 p.m. 

May 9 Blake vs. PHS at Blake   5:15 p.m. 

 

Boys Varsity Lacrosse 
May 6 Watkins Mill vs. PHS at WMHS  7:00 p.m. 

May 9 Blake vs. PHS at PHS   5:15 p.m. 
 

Varsity Softball 
May 7  Blake vs. PHS at PHS  2:30 p.m. 

May 9  Walter Johnson vs. PHS at WJ 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

The Poolesville HS Football Program 
will be conducting a Pre-Season meeting on 
June 7th, at 7:00 P.M. in the school’s 
auditorium.  For more information, please 
contact Head Coach Will Gant at 
William_C_Gant@mcpsmd.org  You can also 
visit our website www.poolesvilleathletics.org 
 

http://www.poolesvilleathletics.org/
http://phsboosterclub.wordpress.com/fundraisers/golfclassic/
mailto:William_C_Gant@mcpsmd.org
http://www.poolesvilleathletics.org/


Our Vision:  
The Timberwolf community experiences joy in 
learning, celebrates excellence, and values 
positive relationships. 

Our Mission:  
At John Poole Middle School, our mission is to: 

 promote joy in learning through motivation 
and engagement 

 celebrate excellence by acknowledging achievement 

 foster a shared responsibility for academic and social success 

 value positive relationships, thereby promoting a respectful and  
supportive learning environment 

 

    JPMS  

 Timberwolves  

    live with  

P  urpose  

R  espect 

I   ntegrity  

D  edication  

E ffort  


