
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Thought for Today: 

“We will open the book.  Its pages are blank.  We are going to put words on them 
ourselves.   The book is called Opportunity and its first chapter is New Year’s Day.” 

– Edith Lovejoy Pierce 
 

 

Happy New Year! 
I hope all of our families and friends had a lovely winter break and 2011 has started well all over 

town. The new year is time for resolutions, and I would like to propose two that would be great for 
every student. 

Resolution Number 1: Make reading a daily family activity. Your child sees you as the 
primary pattern on which to construct a life. If you say reading is important but don’t let your kids see 
you do it, it’s a case of “do as I say and not as I do.” The family can really enjoy a half an hour after 
dinner or before bed when everything is turned off – TV, radio, phones and all – while everyone is in 
the same room reading together. You may be reading a magazine or the Monocle or the manual for a 
new electronic device; it doesn’t have to be a book. The important thing is that it’s something you are 
interested in. The same goes for what your kids are reading. Comic books and magazines are just as 
much reading as books are. Then, before reading time is over, share something you read. I don’t mean 
a book report! A simple comment like, “There’s an article about the game last week that mentions our 
neighbor,” or “Now I know what that piece of plastic in the box our new microwave came in is for,”  or 
“This is a really sad story!” is enough to show you got something positive from your reading. Of 
course, a question about what your children are reading is supportive, too. And here’s a great idea: 
encourage your middle schooler to read to your younger kids during family reading time.  

Resolution Number 2: Keep working on homework. The single biggest reason grades are 
low and kids get behind is failure to complete homework.  Athletes have to practice and so do 
scholars. If you have a daily routine of checking the assignment book and checking Edline you’ll soon 
see patterns in the work load. There is almost always math homework, for example. Many teachers 
give a monthly or unit calendar that you should know about. It’s also a good idea to know the phone 
number of at least one child in each of your child’s classes, so if it seems odd that there was no 
homework recorded on a given day, you can check with a study buddy. 

Keeping these two resolutions can make a huge difference for your child! 

The new year also brings new practices. I’m going to ask that, starting immediately, students bring 
only water in clear unbreakable containers to their classes. Eating and drinking in the classrooms 
leads to roaches and sticky surfaces, so we already keep careful watch on that. Water, however, is 
important for brain and body health, so we allow students to carry it with them, but not coffee, tea, 
soda, sports drinks or other liquids. Please be sure to remind your kids that these other drinks are for 
the cafeteria at lunch or breakfast only. Thanks, and Happy New Year! 
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Student Leaders of the Pack 
 

    Each month, our staff selects five students from each team who have exemplified the Timberwolf 
PRIDE core values of Purpose, Respect, Integrity, Dedication and Effort. Sometimes, these students 
have earned recognition through scholarly excellence, but these values are personal as well as 
academic, so sometimes the honorees will be chosen for displaying the good citizenship that makes 
our school a better place to work and learn. 

    Student Leaders of the Pack for December received their certificates at a ceremony this morning. 
Parents were invited to attend, a light breakfast was served, and photographs were taken of each 
award winner for display in the school lobby. 

   Congratulations to these great kids! We are very proud of the December Leaders of the Pack! 
 
          6TH GRADE                                7TH GRADE 

Purpose – Keegan Hemingway  Purpose – Christopher Johnson 

Respect – Shane Enriquez  Respect – Joe Lopes 

Integrity – MacKenzie Gross  Integrity – Allison Nalesnik 

Dedication – Amber Bratcher  Dedication – Nicholas Kuhn  

Effort – Jeffrey Ricketts   Effort – Anelia Slavoff 
 
         8TH  GRADE    ARTS 

Purpose – Cameron Eichorn  Purpose – Julia Montone (6) 

Respect – John Siegrist  Respect – Michael Morgan (6) 

Integrity – Morgan Brashear Integrity – Adele Spinder (8) 
Dedication – Max Pushkash  Dedication – Emma Ross (8)  

Effort – Megan Souder Effort – Benton Anthony (7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Grade:  Joe Brashear, Ava Corral, James Donovan, and Alison Huber 

7th Grade:  Taylor Behrens, Michael Kuhn, Ian Ofsthun, and Amanda Warfield 

8th Grade:  Maggie Reed and Adele Spinder 
 

Semester Exam Schedule 

January 12 – Review Day 

January 13 – Periods 2 and 6 

January 14 – Periods 1 and 5 

January 18 – Periods 3 and 7 

January 19 – Period 4 

January 19-21 – Make-ups  

Exams are almost here! Please make note of the days and 

times for your child’s exams. Help your kids get to bed 

early the nights before tests, eat a good breakfast and 

get to school in plenty of time so they are collected and 

ready to go when their exams start. 

Please look into rescheduling any appointments during 

exams. Making up exams can be stressful. Thanks! 

Hallway Heroes 
Hallway Heroes are students we honor for demonstrating 

exemplary PRIDE behaviors as they move from class to class, 
helping to keep our hallways safe and comfortable for everyone. 

The students recognized below consistently demonstrate Purpose, 
Respect, Integrity, Dedication and Effort everywhere they go at 
JPMS. They are Hallway Heroes, and we are proud to celebrate 
their high expectations and their Timberwolf PRIDE.  
 



Book Store Days 
Ms. McIntyre and Ms. Howard made sure 

every student had a chance to stock up on 
vacation reading by inviting classes into the 
media center just before winter break. All kinds 
of interesting topics and favorite authors were 
enticingly displayed, and students checked out a 
ton of books! 

 

Thanks to       
Ms. McIntyre 

and Ms. Howard 
for the photos! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading is fun, exciting, 

informative and free-  

the perfect hobby for a lifetime! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello, students and parents. This is the SGA: Diana Firstova, your president; Benton 
Anthony, your vice president; Nancy Morgan, your secretary; and Abigail Nalesnik, your 
treasurer. Every week in the Back Pocket we will be writing tips on how to be successful in school. 
So, be on the look-out.  

Here’s a really COOL way to help others! 

Montgomery County's two student government associations - the Montgomery 
County Region (MCR) and the Montgomery County Junior Councils (MCJC) - are 
inviting schools across MCPS to take part in the 15th Annual Special Olympic Maryland 
Polar Bear Plunge on Saturday, January 29th at Sandy Point State Park on the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

All of the money raised by MCPS students will come back to the school system to 
support corollary sports teams that have been organized in partnership with Special 
Olympics in several MCPS high schools. For further information contact Mrs. Vega at 
301-972-7979 or via email Krista_N_Vega@mcpsmd.org  

– Your SGA 

 
 

Safeway Introduces 10% Goes Back to 
Schools Program in January 2011 

 School bus tags will be displayed throughout the Safeway stores from January 1-25, 2011, and 
customers can use their Safeway Club card to buy participating items. 

 When a customer purchases participating products with their club card, Safeway will donate 
10% of their purchases to the local school of their choice. 

 For non-eScrip families, on or after January 29, 2011, customers can go online to 
www.backtoschools.escrip.com, pick their local registered school, and use their receipt tape to 
redeem school rewards. 

 Customers can bring their receipt tapes to their local school for the school to redeem after 
January 29, 2011. 

 The last date to redeem rewards is February 28, 2011. 

 For current eScrip members, the contributions are automatic. 

 For questions or additional information, please contact Mr. Gregory A. Ten Eyck, director, 
Public Affairs, Safeway/Eastern Division, via e-mail at greg.teneyck@safeway.com or at  
301-918-7077. 

 

 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/boucherc.SEC.002/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/A113EYLJ/redir.aspx%3fC=03467af30dbd411db374822d63ed1c4c&URL=mailto:Krista_N_Vega@mcpsmd.org
http://www.backtoschools.escrip.com/
mailto:greg.teneyck@safeway.com
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PTA Meeting 
Please mark your calendars for our January PTA Cluster meeting on 

Tuesday, January 11th at 7:00 P.M. in the Media Center.  Patricia Sullivan 

of Recovery Allies and the Gaithersburg Kolmac Clinic, will present a program 

on Youth Addiction.  She is trying to bring attention to the growing drug 

problem among young adults in Montgomery County.  Patricia has worked for 

over 25 years in the addiction field and co-vice chairs the Montgomery 

County Alcohol and other Drug Advisory Council.  She has also testified on 

addiction issues in Annapolis.  Please try to attend this informative meeting!   
 

A huge thank you to Eileen Foy 

for spending her precious time completing the school 

directory.  It was sent home in the students backpack with 

the PTA membership cards attached. Thanks, Eileen! 

PTSA NEWS 

Every Child 

One Voice 

John Poole  

Middle School 

A message from your PTSA president 
Dear JPMS families: 
 It is never too late to join John Poole Middle School’s PTSA. Please contact 
Lori Kocur for membership information or to register as a JPMS Parent 

Volunteer. It’s as easy as that!  
Show your kids how much you care and how important their school experience 
is to you – register to volunteer today!  

Sincerely, 

Sharon Armstrong 

 

 Sharon Armstrong – President, 
awakejake1@aol.com 

 Marilyn Soltis - Vice President, 
marilynsoltis@hotmail.com 

 Suzanna Zapata – Secretary, 
Susana.m.zapata@lmco.com 

 Sue Van Meter – Treasurer, 
Van17119@verizon.net 

 

mailto:awakejake1@aol.com
mailto:kocurs@verizon.net
mailto:marilynsoltis@hotmail.com
mailto:Susana.m.zapata@lmco.com
mailto:Van17119@verizon.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

8th Grade Ford’s Theater/Lincoln’s Cottage Field Trip 

The 8th grade team is planning a field trip for Monday, February 28, 2011, to Ford’s Theater and 
Lincoln’s Cottage in Washington, DC.  This trip is part of our unit on the Civil War.  The purpose of 
the trip is for students to be able to explain Lincoln’s contribution to the Civil War.  

We will leave John Poole Middle School by 8:10 a.m. and return by 2:15 p.m.  The cost of the trip 
is $18.00.  If a student has any financial concerns or problems please contact Mrs. Arnold or Mr. 
Whalen.  Students will need to bring a bag lunch.  Students participating must return their permission 
form with a check made out to John Poole Middle School to their American History teacher by 
January 21, 2011.  If an eighth grade parent would like to go as a parent chaperone, please write a 
separate check for $10.00 and indicate this on the permission form.  Since we are only taking two 
buses, there is only a limited amount of parent chaperones.  Forms and field trip expectations were 
distributed in American History classes on January 3, 2011, and are posted on Edline.  

Homework Hotline  

TV’s Homework Hotline Live is back after being closed for winter break. Watch 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 4 to 6 o’clock when you need help 
with homework.  You can find Homework Hotline Live on the Web at AskHHL.org 
and on the MCPS cable TV channel.  Or just call the Hotline, at 301-279-3234; 
that’s 301-279-3234, from 4 to 6 o’clock. 

Parent Academy 

On January 26 you are invited to a workshop “Understanding Your Child's Personality Type from 
7:00- 8:30 p.m. at Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School in Germantown.  A certified Myers-
Briggs Type Indicator practitioner will help you improve your effectiveness as a parent by 
understanding your children's learning styles, ways of working with others, ability to build 
relationships and responses to discipline.  

Registration: montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/parentacademy. 

An Interesting Presentation 

 Ashley Merryman, co-author of NurtureShock: New Thinking About Children will speak 
on Wednesday, January 26, 2011, 7:30-9:30PM at Arlington Unitarian Cooperative Preschool 
Fellowship Hall. (4444 Arlington Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22204 - 703-892-3878.) 

NurtureShock demonstrates that many of modern society’s strategies for nurturing children are 
in fact backfiring–because key twists in the science of child development have been overlooked. The 
authors discuss the inverse power of praise, why insufficient sleep adversely affects kids’ capacity to 
learn, why white parents don’t talk about race, why kids lie, why evaluation methods for “giftedness” 
and accompanying programs don’t work, and why siblings really fight.  Nothing like a parenting 
manual, NurtureShock gets to the core of how we grow, learn and live.  

There will be a fee of $10.00, half of which will be donated to The Arlington Food Assistance 
Center.  The paperback will be available for purchase at the event for $14.99 + tax.  Further 
information is available at aucpva.org. 

Announcing – 



 

 

 



The information below is not about the JPMS Saturday School, 

but it is still a wonderful program! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 





 

 

 

 

 

 
January 11 Geography Bee Finals (Afterschool) 
January 11 PTA Meeting 
January 12 Review Day – Exams 
January 13-21 Exams 
January 17 Holiday, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
January 21 2nd Marking Period Ends 
January 24 Professional Day (No School for Students) 
January 25 3rd Marking Period Begins 
January 25-31 MAP-R Testing 
January 27 Science Expo (6:00 – 8:00) 
January 27 Basketball – Boys vs. Kingsview at JPMS 
 Basketball – Girls vs. Kingsview at Kingsview 
January 31 Town Hall Meetings  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date! 
Important events you won’t want to miss! 

PHS NEWS 
 

Go Falcons! 

Boys Varsity Basketball 

Tuesday, January 11  5:15 p.m. Watkins Mill vs. PHS at Watkins Mill 

Friday, January 14  5:15 p.m. Seneca Valley vs. PHS at PHS 

Friday, January 21  7:00 p.m. Wheaton vs. PHS at Wheaton 

Monday, January 24  7:00 p.m. Clarksburg vs. PHS at PHS  

Girls Varsity Basketball 

Tuesday, January 11  7:00 p.m. Watkins Mill vs. PHS at Watkins Mill 

Friday, January 14  7:00 p.m. Seneca Valley vs. PHS at PHS 

Friday, January 21  7:00 p.m. Wheaton vs. PHS at PHS 

Monday, January 24  5:15 p.m. Clarksburg vs. PHS at PHS  

 

 

Boys Varsity Wrestling 

Wednesday, January 12 6:00 p.m. Watkins Mill vs. PHS at Watkins Mill 

Saturday, January 22  2:30 p.m. Churchill vs. Blair vs. PHS at Blair 

Tuesday, January 25  6:00 p.m. B-CC vs. PHS at PHS 

Saturday, January 29  1:00 p.m. Gaithersburg vs. Northwest vs. PHS at  

          PHS 

Saturday, February 5  1:00 p.m. Blake vs. PHS at Blake 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Our Vision:  
The Timberwolf community experiences joy in learning, 

celebrates excellence, and values positive relationships. 

Our Mission:  
At John Poole Middle School, our mission is to: 

 promote joy in learning through motivation and                                    
engagement 

 celebrate excellence by acknowledging achievement 

 foster a shared responsibility for academic and social success 

 value positive relationships, thereby promoting a respectful and  
supportive learning environment 

 

 

And Ask for… 

Principal  -    Mrs. Boucher                Assistant Principal - Ms. Lemon 
Technology & Arts IRT & Grade 6 Team Leader - Mr. Grotenhuis 
English IRT - Mrs. Lindsay 
Social Studies IRT & Co-coordinator of Testing - Mr. Whalen 
Math IRT & Grade 7 Team Leader - Mr. McKay 
Science IRT & Grade 8 Team Leader - Mrs. Callaghan 
Counseling - (Ms. Kitts, Secretary)     Mrs. Arnold - Mrs. Hardy 

 
 

 

Call 

John Poole! 
 

Main Office  301-972-7979 

Counseling 301-972-7980 

Cafeteria 301-407-1037 

Health Room 301-407-1029 

    JPMS  

 Timberwolves 

    live with 

P urpose 

R espect 

I  ntegrity 

D edication 

E ffort 


