Parkland Magnet Middle School

for Aerospace Technology

4610 Frankfort Drive

Rockville, MD  20853
Main Office Telephone: 301-438-5700
Main Office Fax: 301-460-2699
[image: image1.jpg]



Parent Handbook

2011 - 2012 School Year

Administration
Dr. Benjamin T. OuYang – Principal

Mrs. Donna M. Blaney – Magnet Coordinator, 6th Grade Assistant Principal

Mr. Tomaś Rivera-Figueroa – 8th Grade Assistant Principal

Ms. Jeneen Stewart – 7th Grade Assistant Principal
English Version
TABLE OF CONTENTS

5I. GENERAL INFORMATION


5School Contact Information


6Bell Schedule


7School Calendar


8Parkland Magnet Middle School for Aerospace Technology


8PMMS Vision and Mission


8Student, Staff and Parent Codes of Conduct


9Magnet Program


9School Communications


9Contacting Any Staff Member


10ConnectEd – Sunday Night Message


10EdLine


10MCPS Emergency Information for School Closings & Delays


11Emergency Information Sheets


11Messages and Phone Calls for Students


11Parkland’s Website


12Staff Directory


14II. STUDENT INFORMATION


14Student Policies & Procedures


14Attendance Procedures & Policy (MCPS Regulation JEA-RA)


16Cell Phones & Electronic Device Policy


16Discipline Policy & PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions & Support)


20Extra Curricular Activities


21Dress Policy


24Outdoor Education (Grade 6)


24School Property


24Students in the Building After School Hours


24Student Use of Computers


24Theft and Vandalism


25Trespassing


25Student Support Groups


25Asian American LEAD


25Student Interventions


25Academic Interventions


25Alternative Education


26Student Government Association – SGA


26Student Service Learning (SSL)


27Special Education Services


27English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)


27III. PARENT INFORMATION


27Counseling Services


27Course Registration and Student Schedules


28Parent Conferences


28Residency Verification


28Grading and Reporting Policy


28Re-teaching and Re-assessing


29Make-up Work/Assessments


29Progress Report/Report Card Schedule


29Academic Standards, Integrity, and Eligibility


29GPA


30Honor Roll/Distinguished Honor Roll


30National Junior Honor Society


30High School Credit Earned in Middle School


31Attendance and High School Credited Classes


31MCPS High School Graduation Requirements


32Testing


32MSA


32HSA


32County-wide Final Exams


33MAP-R


33MAP-M


33Health Room


33Medication


33Vision and Hearing Screening


33Parent Support Tips


35Linkages to Learning


35PTSA


35PTSA ListServe


35NAACP Parent’s Council


35Latino Parent Group


36IV. ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION


36Academic Departments


36English


36Mathematics


36Science


36Social Studies


36Foreign Languages


36Physical Education


36Visual Arts


37Music


37Computer Science


37After School Care


37Agenda Book/Hall Passes


37Back to School Night


38Cafeteria Procedures and Policies


38Payment to the Cafeteria


38Free and Reduced Meals Program (FARMS)


38What does my student eat?


38Financial Obligations


38Lockers


39Lost and Found


39Media Center


40Safety & Security


40Security Team


40Fire or Directed Evacuation Drills


40Shelter/Lockdown Drills


41Parent-Child Reunification


41School Supplies


41School Store


41Summer School – Summer Camp


41Summer School


42Summer Camp


42Transportation


42Buses


43Activity Buses


43Carpool


43Walkers


43Visitors to Parkland


43Parent Shadowing


44Student Shadowing/Schools Visits by Parents/Guardians of Prospective Students


44Yearly Student Expenses




I. GENERAL INFORMATION

School Contact Information

Parkland Magnet Middle School for Aerospace Technology

4610 Frankfort Drive

Rockville, MD  20853

Main Office
Office Hours: 7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Main Office Phone Number: 301-438-5700

Main Office Fax Number: 301-460-2699

Dr. Benjamin T. OuYang – Principal

Mrs. Donna M. Blaney – Magnet Coordinator – 6th Grade Assistant Principal

Mr. Tomaś Rivera-Figueroa – 8th Grade Assistant Principal

Ms. Jeneen Stewart – 7th Grade Assistant Principal

School Hours: 7:55 a.m. – 2:40 p.m.

www.parklandmagnet.org
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/parklandms
Counseling Services
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Counseling Services Phone Number: 301-438-5800

Counseling Service Fax: 301-460-2144

Resource Counselor/8th Grade Counselor – Ms. Robin Greene

6th Grade Counselor – Mrs. Barbara Bauman

Alternative I/504 Counselor – Ms. Christina Newbill
7th Grade Counselor – Mr. Ronald Schwartz

Counseling Services Secretary & Registrar – Mrs. Lindsey Hill

Attendance Secretary
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Attendance Office Phone Number: 301-438-5715

Bell Schedule 
Bell Schedule & Student Schedule 2011 - 2012
	Regular School Day Schedule

15 minute Homeroom

	Block (Periods)
	Time

	Homeroom
	7:55 – 8:10

	Block 1 (1/2)
	8:14 – 9:38

	Block 2 (3/4)
	9:42 – 11:06

	Block 3 (5/6)
	11:10 – 1:12

6th Grade Lunch 11:10 – 11:40

7th Grade Lunch 11:52 – 12:26

8th Grade Lunch 12:42 – 1:12

	Block 4 (7/8)
	1:16 – 2:40


	Regular School Day Schedule

30 minute Homeroom

	Block (Periods)
	Time

	Homeroom
	7:55 – 8:25

	Block 1 (1/2)
	8:29 – 9:49

	Block 2 (3/4)
	9:53 – 11:13

	Block 3 (5/6)
	11:17 – 1:16

6th Grade Lunch 11:17 – 11:47

7th Grade Lunch 11:58 – 12:32

8th Grade Lunch 12:46 – 1:16

	Block 4 (7/8)
	1:20 – 2:40


	Power Period School Day Schedule

	Block (Periods)
	Time

	Homeroom
	7:55 – 8:10

	Block 1 (1/2)
	8:14 – 9:31

	Power Period
	9:35 – 10:05

	Block 2 (3/4)
	10:09 – 11:26

	Block 3 (5/6)
	11:30 – 1:23

6th Grade Lunch 11:30 – 12:00

7th Grade Lunch 12:11 – 12:45

8th Grade Lunch 12:53 – 1:23

	Block 4 (7/8)
	1:27 – 2:40


	Early Dismissal School Day Schedule

	Block (Periods)
	Time

	Homeroom
	7:55 – 8:10

	Block 1 (1/2)
	8:14 – 8:55

	Block 2 (3/4)
	8:59 – 9:40

	Block 3 (5/6)
	9:44 – 10:25

	Block 4 (7/8)
	10:29 – 12:10

6th Grade Lunch 10:29 – 10:59

7th Grade Lunch 11:04 – 11:35

8th Grade Lunch 11:40 – 12:10


	2-Hour Delay School Day Schedule

	Block (Periods)
	Time

	Homeroom
	9:55 – 10:10

	Block 1 (1/2)
	10:14 – 11:04

	Block 2 (3/4)
	11:08 – 11:58

	Block 3 (5/6)
	12:02 – 1:50

6th Grade Lunch 12:02 – 12:32

7th Grade Lunch 12:37 – 1:11

8th Grade Lunch 1:16 – 1:46

	Block 4 (7/8)
	1:50 – 2:40


School Calendar

2011 - 2012
August

29
First Day of School for Students

September

5
Holiday - Labor Day – no school

8
Back to School Night
9
SGA Spirit Day

19
1st M.P. Progress Report #1

28
Early Release Day – Grading/planning

29
Holiday – Rosh Hashanah – no school     

October

3-7
Outdoor Education – Grade 6

10
1st M.P. Progress Report #2

11
Open House for Parents – K-12
13
Individual Student Pictures

21
MSTA Convention – no school for 
students and staff

24
1st M.P. Progress Report #3

28
1st Marking Period Ends

31
Professional Day for Teachers – no school for students

November

4
SGA Spirit Day

10
Career day – Grade 8

10
Early Release – Parent conferences

10
1st M.P. Report Cards Distributed

11
Early Release – Parent conferences

17
Individual Student Pictures – Make-ups

21
2nd M.P. Progress Report #1

23
Early Release

24-25
Holiday – Thanksgiving- no school

December

12
2nd M.P. Progress Report #2

15-16
Fall Drama Production

22
Winter Concert

26-31
Winter Break – no school

January

2
Holiday – New Years – no school

9
2nd M.P. Progress Report #3

11
Robotics Night

11-12
Exam Review Days

13
Exams

16
Holiday – Martin L. King Jr. Day

17-19
Exams 
20
2nd Marking Period Ends – Final Exam Make-ups
23
Professional Day for Teachers – no school for students

27
SGA Spirit Day

February

1
2nd M. P. Report Cards Distributed

13 
3rd M.P. Progress Report #1

20
Holiday – Presidents’ Day – no school

March

2
Early Release Day – Grading/planning

5
3rd M.P. Progress Report #2

12-21
MSA Reading & Math – Grades 6-8

26
3rd M.P. Progress Report #3

29
3rd Marking Period Ends

30
Professional Day for Teachers – no school for students

April

2-9
Spring Break – no school

12
3rd M.P. Report Cards Distributed

13
SGA Spirit Day

16-5/4
MSA Science Window – Online – Grade 8

24
Dramatic Arts Grade Level Assemblies

25
SMOB Elections

30
4th M.P. Progress Report #1 

May

2
Dramatic Arts Finale
17-18
Spring Musical Production

21
4th M.P. Progress Report #2

23 
Algebra HSA

23
Spring Concert – Strings

24
Spring Concert - Band

28
Holiday – Memorial Day – no school

31
Robotics Night

June

4
4th M.P. Progress Report #3

4-5
Exam Review Days

6-8
Exams

11
Exams

12
Last Day of School for Students

13
Professional Day for Teachers

21
4th M.P. Report Cards Mailed Home

Parkland Magnet Middle School for Aerospace Technology

Welcome parents and guardians to Parkland Magnet Middle School for Aerospace Technology.  The Parkland Administration and parents of the PTSA have collaborated on this handbook to provide parents answers to your most frequently asked questions about policies and procedures.  We have also provided you with tips and support information that you may find helpful throughout the three years of middle school.  Please keep this booklet by your telephone for easy access and reference.
PMMS Vision and Mission
School Vision - Parkland Magnet Middle School faculty and staff believe that all students can achieve at high levels when faculty, staff, students, and parents engage in the PDSA cycle (Plan-Do-Study-Act).
Mission - Parkland Magnet Middle School will increase the capacity of all staff resulting in student academic achievement by delivering rigorous instructional programs that incorporate reading and math in all content areas and by making content relevant to the middle school student while maintaining an environment of positive relationships.
Student, Staff and Parent Codes of Conduct

The Code of Conduct for Parkland Magnet Middle School is designed to promote a safe, orderly, and respectful environment in which students learn and grow, in which the staff provides quality instruction and in which parents play a vital role in the educational process.

Students will demonstrate behavior that is Respectful, Responsible and Ready to Learn; behaviors that do not disturb the orderly business of classes.  To accomplish this, students will:
1. Contribute to the creation of a productive, healthy and safe environment at Parkland Magnet Middle School by completing class work and attending all classes.

2. Show respect and recognize the value of others.

3. Use problem solving and peer mediation to resolve disputes with others.

4. Take pride in themselves, doing the best that they can do to enhance the learning environment at Parkland.

5. Use language that is respectful and appropriate in all settings and interactions.

6. Uphold the values of academic integrity.

7. Dress in a manner conducive to a positive learning environment.

8. Attend every class period on time.

Staff of Parkland Magnet Middle School has the responsibility to:

1. Provide appropriate and meaningful instruction at all times within the school environment.

2. Set clear guidelines for fostering the kinds of behavior that enhances a safe, orderly and respectful environment.

3. Consistently enforce the Code of Conduct, teaching and praising appropriate behaviors and respond to violations of the code.

4. Assign consequences for classroom misbehavior and contact parents when these incidents arise.

5. Maintain an environment which is conducive to learning and provides for the success of every student.

6. Respect the rights of students and follow MCPS policies.

7. Use problem solving to resolve disputes with students.

8. Demonstrate a high standard of professionalism.

9. Make parents aware of the Code of Conduct and keep parents informed of student progress in achieving the goals of the code.

Parents have the responsibility to:

1. Assist in maintaining communication between school and home.

2. Become aware of and support with positive, consistent reinforcement of the Parkland Magnet School’s Code of Conduct.

3. Insure daily attendance by scheduling appointments, trips, and family business outside the school day.

4. Encourage students to dress in an appropriate and non-disruptive manner.

5. Provide an appropriate environment and adequate time for student and homework

6. Emphasize the importance of punctuality and respect towards staff and fellow peers throughout the entire school day.
Magnet Program

The goals of Parkland Magnet Middle School for Aerospace Technology are for all students to:

· Successfully complete a compacted and enriched middle school science curriculum by the end of Grade 7.

· Successfully complete high school Honors Physics for high school credit.
· Students choosing to take Physics in Grade 8 must complete Algebra I by the end of Grade 7

· Honors Geometry in Grade 8 is a co-requisite of Physics

· Successfully complete Algebra I by the end of Grade 8.

· Complete yearly milestones in the areas of technical writing, presentation, problem solving, and scientific and technological research.

· Engage rigorously in the process skills of science through real-world applications.

· Develop and design independently a testable question that includes analyzing and developing a well-designed procedure complete with independent and dependent variables.

· Collect, organize and display data in ways others can verify using appropriate instruments.

· Analyze and summarize data to identify trends and form a logical argument about a cause and effect relationship or sequence of events.

· Demonstrate the ability to solve problems with technology using a systems approach, higher-level thinking skills, individual and collaborative ingenuity, and a variety of resources such as information, tools, and materials including choosing and using appropriate:

· Computer skills in applications and research (e.g. Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Internet Databases)

· Measurement skills in science, math and technology (e.g. distance, mass, time)

· Tools of science and technology to solve problems (e.g. graphing calculators, scientific laboratory equipment)

· Consistently produce quality pieces of technical writing.

· Conduct in-depth scientific research 

· Prepare and write a research paper that incorporates an abstract

· Publish the writing piece as an authentic text

· Use factual evidence to formulate and support a conclusion

· Become independent, responsible self-learners who are self-advocates that seek out support when needed.

Parkland’s Unique Science Sequence

At Parkland we strive to increase student capacity for higher-level instruction in middle school and for advanced study in high school. At Parkland, we offer students an accelerated curriculum in the sciences in which the MCPS middle school science curriculum has been compacted into four courses over the Grade 6 and Grade 7 years. These courses include Mission Planet Earth, Comparative Planetology & Orbital Mechanics, Human Space Exploration, and Unmanned Space Exploration. This compaction and acceleration allows students to enroll in a high school level science course in Grade 8; Honors Physics (for credit) or Investigations in Earth Space Science (non credit).
School Communications

General Contact information is listed on the first page of the Parent Handbook.  Please keep the following items in mind when contacting the staff at Parkland. 
Contacting Any Staff Member
If you ever have a questions or concern about your child’s progress in a class, your first point of contact is the course teacher.  Teachers can be contacted by either calling the Main Office by telephone, or more efficiently through email.  The Main Office staff will assist in getting your message to the teacher by either placing it in their mailbox or by sending them an email.  Please know that teacher schedules vary throughout the day and between odd and even days.  However, all staff members should return all phone messages and emails within 24 hours.
ConnectEd – Sunday Night Message
A Sunday night tradition, Parkland administrators call each Sunday night to tell students and families of the upcoming events of the week.  Reminders about field trips, special events, academic events and extracurricular events are just some of the few things that will be mentioned.  The same calling system, ConnectEd, is also used for grade level reminders and emergencies, such as early dismissal or delayed openings.  Please make sure your phone number is up to date with the Main Office to ensure you receive these messages.  These messages can also be received via email.
EdLine
EdLine is a website that parents and students can access in order to find information about the students’ classes and assignments.  The web address is:  www.edline.net
What is posted on EdLine?

· A listing of all of your child’s classes

· Most recent posted grades for each class

· Assigned projects with due dates

· Daily homework assignments for each class when homework is assigned

· Other helpful school information

· Accessibility of the teacher for extra assistance

How do I gain access to EdLine?

· Returning parents and students will use their password from last year.

· Parents and students new to the school will need an activation code.  Students will be given their codes in school.  Parents can call the school at 301-438-5700 and ask to speak to our Instructional Data Assistant.

MCPS Emergency Information for School Closings & Delays
When weather conditions are severe, the regular school schedule may be changed.  The decision to close school is NOT made by any staff member at Parkland Magnet Middle School.  Montgomery County Public Schools has the responsibility of deciding and announcing delayed openings or closures.  The decision is usually made on or before 6:00 a.m.  Emergency school closings or delayed openings will be broadcast on the local television and radio stations as well as the MCPS Website.  If time permits, a Connect-Ed Phone call may also be made to alert each household.  Please do NOT call the Main Office to find out if school is in session or delayed.  You may also receive emergency information from MCPS through the following ways:
MCPS QuickNotes

Receive emergency announcements, as well as other school news and information, via email through MCPS QuickNotes.  Sign up at www.mcpsquicknotes.org. Information is available in six languages.

Alert MCPS

Alert MCPS provides information about major changes in school system operations via text messages delivered to devices your register, such as cell phones, smart phones, and pagers.  Signing up for Alert MCPS is free, but check with your wireless provider about charges associated with text messages.  Messages are provided in English and Spanish.  Parents and staff can also sign up to receive messages for specific MCPS schools.  This service would be used for situations that affect one or a small number of schools, sucha s power outage.  Sign up at http://alert.montgomerycountymd.gov/.

Twitter

A Twitter account allows you to follow MCPS updates, including emergency messages, on your computer, cell phone, or mobile device.  Go to http://twitter.com/mcps to follow MCPS or to create an account.

MCPS Website

Changes in school operations due to weather conditions or other emergencies are posted on the MCPS website at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org.  Messages are posted in English and Spanish.

Recorded Information line

To hear a recorded message about changes in school operations in English and Spanish, call 301-279-3673.

MCPS TV

Emergency messages, news about MCPS, coverage of Board of Education meetings, and more, are provided on Comcast Cable Ch. 34, Verizon Ch. 36, and RCN Ch. 89.  For more info, visit www.mcpstv.org.

TV and Radio: Local Stations

Tune in to local TV and radio stations for news about changes in school operations due to weather conditions or other emergencies.

Emergency Information Sheets
We can not stress how very important this card is kept up to date.  In case of an emergency with your students, the contacts listed on the Emergency Information Sheet will be called.  If your personal information, either address or telephone numbers, change throughout the year, please contact the Main Office to have the information updated.

Messages and Phone Calls for Students
Every minute of class-time is important and interruptions to classes are kept at a minimum, therefore students will not be pulled from classes to take phone calls from parents.  If an emergency situation arises, every effort will be made to deliver the message.  Messages for students that are emergencies will only be delivered if the message comes from a parent, guardian, or person listed on the Yellow Emergency Card kept in the Main Office.

Parents should not attempt to call their child on their cell phone.  Cell phones are to be kept turned off and stowed in their lockers.  Cell phones should not be held on students.  Any misuse of a cell phone will result in confiscation of the phone and parent pick-up of the phone.  Students are not allowed to use their cell phones to make or receive calls during the regular school day, 7:55 a.m. – 2:40 p.m.  However, every classroom and the Main Office have outgoing phones.  Students may always make phone calls from these phones in case their plans change for after school activities.
Parkland’s Website

The Parkland Website is a wealth of information.  Postings of the Morning Announcements, Sunday Night Messages and the school calendar keep you up to date.  Links to departments and teachers can also be found on the website as well as additional timely information.  Questions and/or comments can be addressed to the Webmaster or Administration.
Staff Directory

ADMINISTRATION

Benjamin OuYang

Donna Blaney

Tomas Rivera-Figueroa

Jeneen Stewart

MAIN OFFICE

Bonnie Mettee

Mary Fagan

Sue Gustafson

Sue King

SCHOOL STORE

Hsiuchu Wan

IDA

Rick Bergmann

GUIDANCE

Robin Greene*

Barbara Bauman

Lindsey Hill

Christina Newbill

Ronald Schwartz

ENGLISH/READING/ESOL

Arlene Barte-Lowe*

Ricardo Ballon (P)

Simbi Animashaun

Shirley Ben-Ami

Melissa Catto

Deb Coppula

Leanne Hood

Monica Molina

Jill Raspen*

Rachel Sadowski

MATH

Carolyn Baker*

Josianne Butler

Anna Colosi

James Fulmer
Alex Michnewich

Cory Supowit

Pat Thompson

SCIENCE

Jennifer Wingate*

Joel Cohen 

Mary Edwards Ransom

Monica Gilchrist

Daniel Howell

Bob Jones

Rachel Keller

Stephanie Lopez

Laura Sandell

Christine Tardif

Paul Regis

Lissa Vincent

Kristen Weaver

SOCIAL STUDIES

Josh Fine*

Rachel Crouse

Melissa Graham*
Aaron Shin*
David Suggs

SPEC EDUCATION

Jane Batwinis*

Janice Artino

Patty Braune
Allison Cole (P)

Mark Divita (P)

Christine Feny (P)

Webster Gray
Gayle Kamachaitis (P)
Rachel Keller

Colette Lancaster (P)

Karen LaRossa

Li Lee

Julie (Grant) Marroquin

Tamara Mason

Grace McCann (P)

Ashley Pearre (P)

Pauline Pham

Jing Qian (P)

Ani Tossounian (P)
FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Ann Petrasek*

Jessica Brause

Ping Ping Chang

Carla Gutierrez

ARTS

Kriss Liu

Steve Ragsdale

Laureen Voorhees

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH

Kathleen Bouquet

Scott Blackwood

Cheryl Morgan

Regina Nemes

Jose Rodriguez

STAFF DEVELOPMENT

Tessa Floyd
SPEECH PATHOLOGIST

Cathy Burrows

Babbs Moss

MEDIA CENTER

Linda White*
Lai Lai Chui

USER SUPPORT

Philip Gustafson

HEALTH ROOM

Ann Mulla*
Dani Ferguson
SECURITY

Eric Brown

Roger Powell

BUILDING SVCS

Gerald Doye*
Avery Bennett

Salvador Cedillo

Rosa Cortez

Eugenio Avalos Lopez

Miriam Martinez

Maria Ramos

Michael Ridgely

Luis Salgado

CAFETERIA

Marlene Romero*
So Chu

Reina Herrera

Louella Simon

Yuk Wong

Yu Xiong Xu

* Resource Teacher/Team Leader/Manager

II. STUDENT INFORMATION
Student Policies & Procedures

Attendance Procedures & Policy (MCPS Regulation JEA-RA)
When your child is absent, parents, not students, must call the attendance secretary at 301-438-5715 to report that your student will not be attending school.  Please prepare an attendance note for your student to bring to the Main Office when they return from their absence.  The note should contain the following information.

1. Student’s Full Name

2. Student’s ID Number

3. Student’s Grade Level

4. Student’s First Period Teacher’s Name

5. Date(s) of Absence

6. Reason for Absence

7. Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature

8. Parent’s/Guardian’s Daytime Telephone Number

Parkland Magnet Middle School will be using ConnectEd to notify parents/guardians when your student has been marked absent from school for the day with no prior notice given to the school system (i.e. the parent has not called the school in the morning to report their student would be absent for that day).  These calls will be made to increase the communication between home and school and to make parents aware of their child’s absence from school.

Excused Absences – (Lawful Absences)

Students presently enrolled in public schools are considered lawfully absent (excused absence) from school, including absence for any portion of the day, only under the following conditions:

· Death in the immediate family

· Illness of the student.  The principal may require a physician’s certificate from the parent or guardians of the student in cases in which a student has chronic or extended absences for an illness.

· Court summons

· Hazardous weather conditions. Hazardous weather conditions shall be interpreted to mean weather conditions which would endanger the health or safety of the student when in transit to and from school

· Observance of religious holiday

· State emergency

· Suspension

· Failure to provide MCPS authorized transportation to eligible students.  This does not include students denied MCPS authorized transportation for disciplinary reasons

· Other emergency or set of circumstances which, in the judgment of the superintendent or designee, constitutes a good and sufficient cause for absence from school

In unique and specific circumstances, absences can be considered authorized and should not be reported as either lawful or unlawful.  In these cases, students are to be considered present.  Such circumstances are when a student is not physically in the classroom but remains under the direct supervision of MCPS.  Examples include, but are not limited to:

· Sports participation

· Student government

· Field trips

· Health room visit

· Home and hospital teaching

· In-school suspension

Students who are removed from school by their parent for more than 15 consecutive school days are to be withdrawn, and parents must be informed that the student will be withdrawn and that MCPS assumes that they will fulfill their responsibility to continue the student’s education at the destination.

The following changes in recording attendance in Montgomery County Public Schools are being implemented in accordance with the Maryland Student Records System Manual revised effective July 1, 2007, by the Maryland State Department of Education.

· Students will be recorded as a.m. absent, if they arrive at school more than two hours late.

· Students will be recorded as p.m. absent, if they leave school more than two hours early.

· Students will be recorded as either a.m. absent or p.m. absent, if they are absent from school for more than two hours, but less than four hours during the school day.

· Students will be recorded as full-day absent, if they are present for less than two hours of the school day.

· Students will be recorded as full-day present, if they are present for more than four hours of the school day.

Early Dismissal

Any student who needs to leave before the close of the normal day must present a note from the parent/guardian stating the date, time and reason for departure. These notes must be brought to the Main Office before the first block of the day the student is to be dismissed early.  Before departing, the parent/guardian must sign the student out in the Main Office.

Family Travel

Normally, requests for family travel are not lawful absences.  However, in cases of unusual family circumstances a student’s absence may be deemed lawful at the discretion of the principal based on the following considerations:

· Recommendations from the student’s teacher(s) concerning the possible effect of the anticipated absence on the student’s academic progress and the options available for make-up work before making a decision to approve the absence

· Number of lawful and unlawful absences students has accumulated to date

· Purpose of travel or special significance of the travel

· Duration of the travel

· For consideration of discretionary absences, notice and request must be provided prior to the absence

Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work

Students may participate in the annual Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day in April.  Students may be permitted an excused absence, in keeping with existing procedures that require the advanced approval of the principal with a written note from a parent or guardian, and only if the student is academically eligible at that time.

Tardy to School

Students must report to the Main Office and sign in when arriving after 7:55 a.m.  A note from the parent/guardian must be presented to the attendance secretary.  Parents/Guardians MUST escort their student into the building when they are tardy to school. For chronic tardies to school, a parent conference with administration will be scheduled.

Excused Tardies:

· Doctors Appointment – with a note from the doctor’s office
· Dentist Appointment – with a note from the dentist’s office

Unexcused Tardies:

· Missed the bus
· Overslept
· Car Problems
· Traffic (only excused if MCPS buses are also late to school)
· Running late
Tardy to Class:  Students are expected to be in class on time – meaning they are inside the instructional area, in their seats, prepared to learn by the last bell, not in the hallway outside the classroom.  Students arriving to class after the tardy bell has sounded will receive a warning from their teacher after the 1st tardy.  Parent contact will be made after a 2nd tardy, a lunch detention will be issued after a 3rd tardy and a referral to the administration will be made after a 4th tardy.  Chronic tardiness to class will result in further disciplinary consequences.

Cell Phones & Electronic Device Policy
Montgomery County Board of Education Regulation COG-RA states that middle school students are permitted to possess portable communication devices (cell phones) on middle school campuses and are able to bring them to MCPS-sponsored middle school activities.  Students are to keep cell phones in an “off” position and stored in their personal locker.  Cell phones may be used while riding to and from school on an MCPS bus as long as it does not impact the safe operation of the school bus.  However, students may not use cell phones on MCPS buses or charter buses used for school-sponsored field trips during the official instructional day.  Students who use a cell phone during the day without permission are subject to having the cell phone confiscated by any staff member.  Confiscated cell phones must be picked up by the student’s parents/guardians.  Parents, please be aware that Parkland Magnet Middle School is not responsible for any such devices in the event they are lost, stolen or misplaced, etc.  
Portable electronic devices (i.e. hand held games, I pods, CD players, etc) should be kept at home.  If brought to school, electronic devices are to be kept in an “off” position and stored in students’ personal locker.  Students who use electronic devices during the day are subject to having the device confiscated by any staff member.  Confiscated electronic devices must be picked up by the students’ parents/guardians.  Students who bring them to school do so at their own risk.  Parents, please be aware that Parkland Magnet Middle School is not responsible for any such devices in the event they are lost, stolen or misplaced, etc.   
Discipline Policy & PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions & Support)
What is PBIS?

A major advance in school-wide discipline is the emphasis on school-wide systems of support that include proactive strategies for defining, teaching, and supporting appropriate student behaviors to create positive school environments. Instead of using a patchwork of individual behavioral management plans, a continuum of positive behavior support for all students within a school is implemented in areas including the classroom and nonclassroom settings (such as hallways, restrooms). Positive behavior support is an application of a behaviorally-based systems approach to enhance the capacity of schools, families, and communities to design effective environments that improve the link between research-validated practices and the environments in which teaching and learning occurs. Attention is focused on creating and sustaining primary (school-wide), secondary (classroom), and tertiary (individual) systems of support that improve lifestyle results (personal, health, social, family, work, recreation) for all children and youth by making problem behavior less effective, efficient, and relevant, and desired behavior more functional.

Why is it so important to focus on teaching positive social behaviors? 
In the past, school-wide discipline has focused mainly on reacting to specific student misbehavior by implementing punishment-based strategies including reprimands, loss of privileges, office referrals, suspensions, and expulsions. Research has shown that the implementation of punishment, especially when it is used inconsistently and in the absence of other positive strategies, is ineffective. Introducing, modeling, and reinforcing positive social behavior is an important aspect of a student’s educational experience. Teaching behavioral expectations and rewarding students for following them is a much more positive approach than waiting for misbehavior to occur before responding. The purpose of school-wide PBS is to establish a climate in which appropriate behavior is the norm.

What is a systems approach in school-wide PBIS? 

An organization is a group of individuals who behave together to achieve a common goal. Systems are needed to support the collective use of best practices by individuals within the organization. The school-wide PBS process emphasizes the creation of systems that support the adoption and durable implementation of evidence-based practices and procedures, and fit within on-going school reform efforts. An interactive approach that includes opportunities to correct and improve four key elements is used in school-wide PBS focusing on:

· Outcomes: academic and behavior targets that are endorsed and emphasized by students, families, and educators

· Practices: interventions and strategies that are evidence and research based

· Data: information that is used to identify status, need for change, and effects of interventions

· Systems: supports that are needed to enable the accurate and durable implementation of the practices of PBIS

DISCIPLINE POLICY AND PROCEDURES
At Parkland, we have two fundamental rules for our students.  The first rule is do not compromise physical safety with intent to harm.  In other words, a student should not be involved in any physical conflict with another student or should not put any student in jeopardy of being hurt physically.  If a student violates this first rule, the administration team will meet and determine if a student will be suspended, the number of days of suspension or if an expulsion is warranted. 

NONDISCRETIONARY EXPELLABLE OFFENSES:

Parkland Magnet Middle School and Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) have determined that the following infractions will result in a recommendation for expulsion and police referral as a minimum action:

1. Storing, possessing or carrying dangerous weapons

2. Distribution of drugs, alcohol, placebos (look alike drugs)

3. Violent physical attack on a staff member

4. Bomb/facsimile possession or bomb threat

5. Participating in dangerous or potentially dangerous group behavior that results in the injury of others of a major disruption to the school environment.

The second rule is do not compromise academic learning.  Disrupting instruction, being disrespectful to staff members, or causing another student to not have them learn is an example of compromising academic learning. If a student does disrupt academic learning, they are usually given a Friday detention.  
BULLYING:
Defined as “Intentional negative (aggressive) actions on the part of one or more students, repeatedly and over time, that interfere with a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from the school’s education programs.”  Bullying will not be tolerated at Parkland Magnet Middle School.

Students are encouraged to report any form of bullying (physically aggressive behavior or psychological/verbal teasing) to a staff member immediately.  Students are encouraged to inform their parents of any form of bullying inflicted upon him/her.  Parents are encouraged to contact the school administration and counselors if their child has been subject to any form of bullying.  Students and parents may submit the Harassment or Intimidation (Bullying) Incident Report Form to the school administration (See MCPS website to obtain Form 230-35).  For more clarification of examples of bullying, please contact your grade level administrator.
DISCIPLINARY ACTION/DESCRIPTIONS

Administrative Conference – held with the student and administrator and may include teachers and parents.

After School Detention – begins promptly at 2:45 p.m. and ends at 3:45 p.m.  Students need to report to the staff member that assigned the detention.  If a student does not report for after school detention, the staff member will refer the student to the appropriate administrator.

Friday After School Administrative Detention – held on designated Fridays from 3:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  Students may be required to perform school community service and/or complete an MSA-related activity.  Students and their parents are responsible for transportation from school.  Students not reporting for Friday detention will be assigned an additional Friday detention.  A parent conference may also be held.  Out of school suspensions may only be given when it is determined by the principal that a behavior is disruptive and detrimental to the operation of the school.

Suspension – If a student is suspended, students are excluded from the instructional day for a set amount of time when the suspension has been assigned.  Suspensions are an excused absence and students will have the opportunity to make up for the work for every day missed, two days of make-up time are given.  If a student is suspended, students are not to be on ANY MCPS property.
Expulsion – the most serious of consequences; the students are excluded from participation in the educational program for an indefinite period of time.

Police referral – for students involved in serious and/or criminal acts.

The following contains other discipline infractions, but does not cover every possible infraction.
Infractions and Consequences

	Infraction/Violation
	Definition
	Minimum
	Maximum

	Arson, False Alarms, Firecrackers
	Setting fires, tampering/activating alarm, use of firecrackers, threats, or false information
	Parent Contact

Suspension
	10 day suspension and Expulsion Request,

Restitution

Police Contact

	Backpacks/Book Bags/Drawstring Bags
	Backpacks/book bags/drawstring bags are not allowed in classrooms or cafeteria
	Parent contact

Send student to locker to return pack/bag

Team Detention
	Administrative Detention

	*Bomb/Facsimile

Possession or Bomb Threats
	Any explosive device or look alike, any verbal, written, or implied threat of an explosive device
	(maximum applies)
	10 day suspension and Expulsion Request ,

Police Contact

Payment for damages and/or fire department costs

	Bus Behavior
	Inappropriate bus behavior as listed in Bus Rules
	Parent Contact

Loss of bus privilege for specific time period

Detention

Suspension

Assigned bus seat
	Loss of bus privilege for remainder of year

10 day suspension and expulsion request

	Cafeteria Behavior
	Inappropriate behavior during lunch
	Parent Contact

Reassign Seating

Community Service
	Suspend cafeteria privileges

	Cheating
	Giving or receiving answers on test/class work
	Parent Contact

Loss of grade

Loss of high school credit

Invalidation of test
	Suspension

	Computer Abuse
	Inappropriate use of computer and/or network (Reg IGT-RA) Refer to Technology Code of Ethics
	Parent Contact

Loss of computer privileges
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

	Cutting Assigned Detention
	Not reporting to assigned detention
	Parent Contact

Additional Detention

Community Service
	Suspension

	*Distribution of Intoxicants
	The intent to sell and/or give away any dangerous substance
	(maximum applies)
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

Police Contact

	Extortion
	Attempt to secure money or property through threats or physical harm
	Parent Contact

Suspension
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

	Fighting/Physical Attack on a Student
	Physically pushing, hitting, or otherwise assaulting another student
	Parent Contact

Suspension
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

Police Contact

	*Firearms/Other Weapons
	Possession of any gun or device which will expel a projectile by action of an explosive, including a knife
	(maximum applies)
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

Police Contact

	Forgery
	Writing or signing documents with deliberately misleading, false, or inaccurate information
	Parent Contact Detention

Community Service
	Suspension

	Gambling
	Wagering on school property on any game or activity
	Parent Contact

Detention

Community Serve
	Suspension

	Hall Conduct
	Running, loitering, eating, disruptive behavior, littering, in hall without pass
	Parent Contact

Student Conference

Detention

Community Service
	Suspension

	Hats/Bandanas/Skull Caps
	Hats are not to be worn in the building
	Parent Contact

Confiscate item
	Confiscate item until the end of school year

	Horseplay or Play Fighting
	Activities that are unsafe or unacceptable in the school environment
	Parent Contact

Detention
	Suspension

	Inappropriate Dress
	Clothing that interferes with the educational process.  Judgment made by staff.  See “Student’s Rights and Responsibilities,” p. 8
	Parent Contact

Change of clothing
	Refer to Administration

Student sent home for the day

	Inappropriate Items
	Radios, CD players, tape recorders, hand held electronic games, laser pens, or other electronic devices not used for instruction
	Parent Contact

Confiscate item
	Confiscate item until end of school year

	Inappropriate Language/Verbal Abuse/Threat
	Use of profane, obscene, intimidating, or insulting language; racial, ethnic or religious slurs
	Parent Contact

Written Apology

Community Service

Detention

Suspension
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

	Intimidation
	Use of verbal or physical threat to staff member or another student
	Parent contact

Detention

Community Service
	Suspension

Police Contact

	Insubordination
	Refusing to obey a reasonable request by any staff member
	Parent contact

Detention

Administrative conference with student and parent
	Suspension

	Leaving School Grounds
	Leaving school grounds without parental and/or administration approval
	Parent Contact

Unexcused Absence

Community Service
	Suspension

Police Contact

	Physical Attack on a Staff Member
	Physical assault against any staff member or other adult, including the striking of an adult intervening in a fight or other disturbance
	Parent Contact

Suspension
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

	Plagiarism
	Taking credit for words or ideas of others without attribution; copying others’ work and turning it in as your own
	Parent Contact

Loss of grade/credit

Community Service
	Suspension

	Portable Communications
	Unauthorized possession of a communication device carried, worn or stored by an individual to receive or communicate message; (pager, radio, cell phone, etc.)
	Parent Contact

Confiscate the device

Notification to police after first offense or if offense is related to criminal activity

Suspension
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

	Possession of Flammables
	Possession of matches, lighters or any incendiary devices or materials
	Parent Contact

Suspension

Police Contact
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

Police Contact

Fire Marshall Contact

	Possession of or Use of Intoxicants or Inhalants
	Possession, use or evidence of use of any dangerous substance, including alcohol, inhalants or other drug including prescription drugs, over the counter medicines, look-alike drugs, placebos and related drug paraphernalia
	Parent Contact

Suspension

Police Contact

Referral to Student Assistance Program
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

Police Contact

	Safety Infraction
	Violation of safety procedures that endanger the safety of students and/or school population
	Parent Contact

Detention
	Suspension

	Selling Merchandise
	Unauthorized selling of anything on school property
	Parent Contact

Confiscate item(s)

Detention
	Suspension

	Sexual Harassment
	Unwanted and unwelcome behavior, gestures, and/or comments of a sexual nature.  Incidents must be reported to MCPS Human Relations Department
	Parent Contact

Administrative conference with student, parent and counselor

Suspension
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

Police Contact

	Sexual Offenses
	An unprovoked behavior of a sexual nature
	Parent contact

Suspension
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

Police Contact

	Tardiness
	Not in classroom when class begins and/or when tardy bell rings
	Parent Contact

Detention
	Community Service

	Theft
	Stealing or possessing items without owner’s consent
	Parent Contact

Compensate for lost property

Suspension
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

Police Contact

	Threats
	An expression (teasing and/or bullying) or an intention to cause pain,  injury or damage to another individual and/or property
	Parent Contact

Detention

Suspension
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

	Tobacco
	Possession or use of tobacco and tobacco products on school property
	Parent Contact

Confiscate product
	Suspension

Police Contact

	Truancy/Class Cutting
	Unexcused absence from class or leaving classroom without permission
	Parent Contact

Detention
	Suspension

	Vandalism
	Willful destruction of school property and/or student property
	Parent Contact

Suspension

Police Contact
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

Restitution

Police Contact

	*Violent Physical Attack on a Staff Member
	Aggressive attack on a staff member
	(maximum applies)
	10 day suspension and expulsion request

Police Contact

	*Weapons Used to Cause Bodily Harm/Injury
	Use of any implement to cause bodily harm/injury
	(maximum applies)
	20 day suspension and expulsion request

Police Contact


Extra Curricular Activities

At Parkland there are a variety of after school activities to choose from.  We hope all students will participate in the after school activities that they enjoy to extend their learning and mastery of the subject.  A one-time, required annual fee allows students to participate in as many after school activities as they like throughout the school year. After school activities begin in October and are held on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  A bulletin of activities is published towards the end of September for students to review as not every club/activity meets each day.
Athletic Program:  This program is open to seventh and eighth graders.  There will be both a boys and girls team in cross country, softball, basketball, and soccer.   To be eligible to participate, you must have:

· Paid the county student activity fee ($30 or $15 based on parental income)

· turned in parental permission form

· completed the physical evaluation form on file at school

· earned a 2.0 GPA with no more than one failing grade

Interscholastic Athletics (7th & 8th Grade Only):

Fall – 
Boys and Girls Softball



Boys and Girls Cross Country

Winter – 
Boys and Girls Basketball

Spring – 
Boys and Girls Soccer

Clubs and Activities:  Parkland has many other activities open to all 6th, 7th and 8th graders that provide students with an opportunity to participate in more than just an academic program.  Sponsors will provide additional information at a later date. The MCPS activity must be paid to participate in these activities. 
Activities for all grade levels may include but are not limited to:

Astronomy Club

Basketball Shoot-out

Book Club

Builders Club

Civil Air Patrol

Destination Imagination (DI)

Drama Club

Homework Club

Jazz Band

Literary Magazine

MATHCOUNTS

Math Team

STEM Club (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)

Newspaper Club

Radio Controlled Airplane Club

Robotic Engineers

Student Government Association  (SGA)

Track & Field Challenge

Dress Policy


Students at Parkland are expected to dress in a manner which is conducive to a positive learning environment free from distractions.  The purpose of school is education, and student attire should reflect this serious focus.  Parents are asked to support the school by ensuring that their student is dressed appropriately every day and to maintain the school’s focus on education.  

We ask that students follow the below listed dress policy for student attire:
· No head apparel (including hats, scarves, and bandanas, except religious head dresses) will be worn in the school.

· Dress that advertises or promotes sexually explicit or lewd/vulgar language, drugs, alcohol, violence, or gang activity is clearly inappropriate and will not be allowed.

· No underwear may be worn as outwear, this includes pajamas.
Boys:

· Outfits should never display underwear or shorts worn under the pants

· Pants must be secured at the waist 

· No white, underwear tank tops (Men’s A-shirts)
· Tops may not expose a bare midriff

Girls:

· Outfits should never display underwear

· Tops must have a strap wide enough to cover bras straps. No spaghetti straps, halter tops, sheer tops, tube tops, tops with large arm holes or revealing slits.  These types of tops may not be worn even with a cover-up (cardigan, sweater, jacket, etc.).

· Tops may not expose bare midriff or underwear
· Shorts/skirts/skorts and dresses are determined as being too short or excessively revealing by the following rule: shorts/skirts/skorts must have at least a six inch inseam as measured from the bottom of the buttocks down the leg.  NO jean cut-off shorts. 
· Short shorts, as determine by the above rule, may not be worn even with leggings underneath

· If leggings are worn, they must be worn with a loose fitting top that completely covers the buttocks

· Pants/leggings may not be worn with ripped or cut-out holes

Judgment will be made by the staff and/or administration about clothing considered disruptive to the educational process.  Consequences for students who are found to be in non-compliance with the dress policy include but are not limited to the following:  
· Student will be asked to change into appropriate clothing

· Student may turn the offensive clothing inside out

· Student will be offered appropriate clothing by the school

· Parents will be notified and given an opportunity to bring a change of clothing for the student

· Student will be given a Friday Detention for continued non-compliance of the dress policy

Outdoor Education (Grade 6)
Sixth graders at Parkland participate in the residential outdoor education program.  Students are accompanied by their teachers and other school staff who provide instruction and supervision during their stay.  An outdoor education teacher, who has already provided planning assistance, will be on-site for orientation, program coordination, and to provide direct instruction to students.  While in residence, students learn about various aspects of the environment as they participate in activities that are better suited in an outdoor educational facility.  These activities provide opportunities to put into practice the thinking processes, skills, and strategies developed in the classroom.  By sharing this twenty-four hour a day experience with fellow sixth graders, teachers, and parent volunteers, each student gains a better understanding of others.  There is a per student fee that covers all of the student’s expenses.  Scholarships and financial assistance is available.

School Property

Students are responsible for the proper care of all books, supplies, lockers, equipment, and furniture supplied by the school.  Students who lose or damage school property or equipment will be required to pay for losses or damages.  The malicious or willful destruction of school property or the personal belongings of others will result in disciplinary action and/or prosecution.
Students in the Building After School Hours


Students should leave the building promptly at the end of the school day, 2:40 p.m.  All unsupervised students must be out of the building by 3:00 p.m.  Students who stay after school must be involved in an approved extracurricular club/organization/sport, or with a teacher for extra academic support.  
Student Use of Computers



Each year, students apply for permission to use the computers in the school.  As a part of this process students and parents/guardians will receive and must sign that they have read Montgomery County Public Schools computer use rules and regulations (regulation IGT-RA).  Parents/guardians must also indicate whether each student should have access to the Internet.



Computer use is a privilege, not a right.  Students are responsible for knowing and for following all of the county’s computer use policies.  Among the items covered in the county policy are: bringing disks or software from home, tampering with computer hardware, changing software settings, installing software, abusing passwords, attempting unauthorized access to remote systems, proxy abuse, or using the Internet for other than educational purposes.  If it is found that a student has abused this privilege, possible consequences include but are not limited to: computer access revoked for a given amount of time such as one week, one quarter or the rest of the school year or Friday detention. 
Theft and Vandalism


The school does not accept responsibility for personal belongings brought to school.  Therefore, students should not bring valuable or expensive items or large sums of money to school.  If personal property is missing or vandalized, students should immediately:

1. Notify the school security team leader or other security staff.

2. Complete a personal theft-vandalism report.

3. Inform teachers of lost textbooks since found textbooks are returned to the department Resource Teacher.

Students are strongly encouraged to have calculators engraved with an ID number.

Trespassing

Any person violating the Board of Education’s posted regulations for visitors will be requested to leave the premises.  If he/she refuses, the police will be called immediately and a trespassing notice will be issued by the principal.  Students who have out-of-school suspension may not be on school property for the duration of the suspension.
Student Support Groups

Asian American LEAD

AALEAD stands for Asian American leadership Empowerment and Development and is a non-profit organization that supports Asian American students and their families.  Meeting weekly, AALEAD staff members help students improve their academic performance as guide them in making positive choices in their lives.  AALEAD was chosen as a finalist for the Washington Post's Excellence in Non-Profit Management Award!
Student Interventions

Academic Interventions

Academic interventions are supports for our students to receive extra assistance.  These interventions are designed to compliment the daily learning of our students as well as address academic gaps that student may have. Some interventions require student participation.
Alternative Education
Alternative Education is a support for students who are struggling academically, emotionally, and behaviorally.  Students who are referred to this program may have had five or more behavioral referrals, a quarter of academic ineligibility and referred to the AI program by the grade level team. 
What is Alternative Placement?

Alternative placements are intended to be short-term educational placements designed to meet the needs of at-risk students who are not succeeding in the traditional setting. Students are provided with a variety of options that can lead to advancement and are supported by services for the student and their immediate family that are essential to success.
What can I expect if my child is placed in an alternative program?

Intake Meeting

An intake meeting is a mandatory meeting generally held with the parent, student, alternative counselor, school counselor, grade level team leader and administrator.  It is important that the student attends the meeting with a parent/guardian. An overview of the program will be given in addition to important information regarding goals and expectations. Returning students from a level II program will automatically receive entrance into the alt-1 program. Other students will be eligible based on attendance, GPA, or behavioral concerns and teacher recommendations. 

Goals and Expectations

All students who are alternatively placed must successfully meet the goals and expectations discussed at the onset of the placement. These include the following:

Attendance:

· A student must obtain satisfactory attendance during their term of

placement. 

· Student/parent verifies absences and requests homework when needed. 

Attitude:

· A student may not have any out-of-school suspensions.

· A student must exhibit consistent positive behavior during their placement.

· Disruptive and/or inappropriate behaviors must diminish during the placement.

· A student must participate in individual and group counseling his/her during

     
placement. 

· Support of healthy lifestyles 

Academic Performance

· A student must exhibit consistent academic progress during his/her placement.

Transition

A review will take place to determine if the student has met the goals and expectations for attendance, behavior and academics. Student reviews take place quarterly at the end of the first, second, third, and forth marking periods. Students will be recommended to exit the program based upon the recommendation of the grade level administrator. Ongoing data such as contracts, observations, parent, and teacher feedback will be used to help determine whether a student is exited or retained. 

Services available to students and families

The alternative placement program offers, smaller counselor/teacher to student ratio, group and individual counseling services, family counseling, opportunities to engage in community service, service learning, behavior plans, character education, behavior modification and re-direction services are offered to attendees.

For more information, please contact your grade level administrator or Ms. Christina Newbill at 301-438-5700.

Student Government Association – SGA
Parkland's SGA is committed to developing student leaders. We believe that all students should be given the opportunity to share their ideas and concerns in a respectful manner in order to make quality changes within the school. Students at Parkland have a voice! (Parkland’s SGA Mission Statement)

Students learn to set agendas, run an organized meeting, develop problem solving skills, organize fundraisers, collaborate with others, and practice effective communicating.  Each spring, an election is held to appoint the school President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer which make up the SGA Executive Board.  At the start of each school year, grade level Class Representative elections will be held within a designated class (world studies/homeroom).  Both Class Representatives and Executive Board members have voting rights during General Assembly meetings which are held once a month.  However any student of Parkland is able to attend the General Assembly meeting.  

Student Service Learning (SSL)

Student Service Learning helps students learn and develop through active participation in thoughtful, organized service that meets a recognized community need.  Students are required to complete 75 SSL hours to earn a Maryland high school diploma.  Students can earn 10 hours per year while in middle school for a total of 30 hours by successfully completing the service-learning components of designated courses.  These courses include Mission: Planet Earth in Grade 6, English in Grade 7, and U.S. History in Grade 8.  Teachers will provide information about the service learning projects available in their courses.  The remaining required 45 SSL hours may be earned throughout their middle and high school career by involvement in approved, unpaid activities within the school and community.  Students who accrue more than 275 hours receive an MCPS Certificate of Meritorious Service. Some of the activities that students may participate in are: environmental projects, neighborhood clean-up activities, mentoring or tutoring projects and senior citizen programs.  Activities must be performed with an approved organization.  A list of approved organizations is available on the following website:  www.mcpsssl.org
In order to receive credit, students must keep in mind the following requirements:

1. For an activity not on the approved list, the Special Activity Application Form (MCPS Form 560-50) must be completed and approved prior to community service being performed.

2. The Verification Form (MCPS Form 560-51) must be filled out completely, with particular attention given to the Student Reflection statement. The deadlines for turning in this form are as follows:



Last Friday before Sept 30 – for service performed during the summer



Friday before the 1st day of exams – for service performed in Semester 1



Friday before the 1st day of exams – for service performed in Semester 2

Special Education Services
The Special Education Department at Parkland is devoted to the success of all students, regardless of their disability.  We will collaborate with students, parents and teachers to ensure that our students are receiving the appropriate services and support to access the general education curriculum and meet their IEP goals.  We will challenge students to become self-advocates so they are able to meet their needs by utilizing their accommodations. Parkland provides a continuum of services to meet the needs of students from the least restrictive to the most restrictive. These include: consultation, inclusion in the general education environment with support from a special educator or para educator as well as small self-contained classes taught by a special educator in Math, English, Corrective Reading and Resource.  Additionally, we offer a School and Community Based program for those with multiple disabilities.
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)

The mission of the ESOL program is to provide high quality instruction, assessment, counseling, and parent outreach activities that enable English language learners to demonstrate successful academic performance across all curricular areas. Eligible students are enrolled in one of three ESOL courses based on their current English language proficiency level. The ESOL curriculum is designed to support students as they develop the skills to speak, understand, read, and write English.  Additional courses are chosen based on state and local requirements as well as the individual student's needs and preferences. 
III. PARENT INFORMATION
Counseling Services

While at Parkland, students will be assigned to a counselor who will help them in three major areas:  academic achievement, career and educational planning, and personal and social development.  The counselor may help individual students or small groups in a variety of settings.  Counselors are assigned to students by grade level and remain with those students throughout their experience at Parkland so that a positive and lasting relationship of support is maintained. 

When working with a counselor, students may:

· Discuss concerns about life in and out of school

· Explore strengths, weaknesses, interests and aptitudes

· Reflect upon current responsibilities and future goals

· Develop strategies to become effective personally, socially, and academically

· Plan educational programs

· Address other pertinent issues

Course Registration and Student Schedules

Registration Procedures - The program book is a guide to courses, programs, services and activities available at Parkland.  Read this document thoroughly before making your course selections.  Students and parents/guardians should work together to make course selections that best suit the interests and abilities of the student.  You may use the course selection worksheet in the back of the course bulletin to help you and your student through this process.  

Registration cards will be distributed by the counselors to students during registration orientation.  A due date for return of the registration cards to the students’ guidance counselor will be noted on the card.  It is very important that all registration cards are returned by the due date for students to receive their course requests.  Current teachers give their recommendations for all academic courses and these recommendations appear on the registration card.  Parents and/or students will have an opportunity to discuss any discrepancies with the recommendations so that the most appropriate placement is given.  

Scheduling Process/Course Availability - Following the return of the registration cards, Parkland staff will input the course requests into the scheduling database.  All courses are subject to cancellation if there is not sufficient student demand, staffing, or pending budget approval.  Courses with insufficient enrollment may not be offered.  The Parkland staff will work diligently to create a schedule for each student that meets their academic needs and interests.

Changes to Course Requests - A copy of the students’ course requests will be sent home to students and parents/guardians after the initial registration period has occurred.  At this time, if a student requests a change or correction to their current course requests, they may return the form with indicated changes and a parent signature to the Counseling Services Office.  Students may not get their first choice of elective courses due to class enrollment and staff availability.  Every effort will be made to provide the student with a comparable course choice.

After the 2011 - 2012 school year begins, schedule changes will only be made on an as needed basis such as an error in scheduling.  Schedule changes are limited due to class enrollment and class availability. 

Course Fees/Student Fees - Some elective courses have a lab/course fee.  This fee is used to purchase consumable materials and supplies used and kept by students.  Courses with course fees are noted in the course description section of the course bulletin.

Parent Conferences

Parent conferences are scheduled through the grade level counselor and are held during the team’s scheduled meeting day and time.  All available teachers will provide input during the conference about the student’s current progress in classes.  Strategies may be recommended to provide the students with the tools they need to be successful as well as suggestions for ways to support the child at home.  Parents may want to share concerns with the counselor prior to the conference to allow maximum time for specific concerns to be addressed.
Residency Verification

Parents registering their children for the first time in a Montgomery County public school must provide proof of age, identity, county residency and immunizations, unless homeless. Required immunizations must be completed within 20 days of registration.

Students who have previously attended school should bring their latest report card, if available. Students receiving special education services should bring a copy of the current Individualized Education Program (IEP).

Acceptable proofs of residency in Montgomery County include:

· Homeowners: If homeowner, a copy of your current property tax bill. 

· Renters: If renter, a copy of your current (less than 1 year old) lease. If lease is more than 1 year old, a copy of your lease and a current utility bill, or

· Shared Housing Residents: If living in shared housing, a notarized Shared Housing Disclosure (available at all schools) and either a copy of the current property tax bill of the homeowner or a copy of the lease of renter with whom student and parent are living and other supporting documents.

· Supporting documents for shared housing must be in the name of parent/guardian at the address shown on MCPS Form 335-74: Shared Housing Disclosure: Examples of acceptable supporting documents are W-2, current pay stub, income tax return, two consecutive bank statements, medical bills, car registration, car insurance policy/bill, current utility bill, current phone bill, voter registration card, INS application, government or official correspondence at residential address. Three documents are needed.

Grading and Reporting Policy

Re-teaching and Re-assessing
Re-teaching occurs when teachers determine that students are not meeting educational goals.  The teacher determines the method and schedule of re-teaching.  When a task/assessment is assigned, the teacher will indicate whether there will be a reassessment opportunity.   Reassessment opportunities will be offered in every course.  When these opportunities occur, the teacher will provide one reassessment opportunity per task/assessment.  When tasks/assessments are reassessed, they may be reassessed partially, entirely, or in a different format, as determined by the teacher.

The following assessments/tasks that indicate final measurement of learning may NOT be reassessed:

· End of course or semester exams

· Assessments that end an instructional unit or period of student (summatives)

· Final research papers, reports or essays

· Culminating projects or performances

All students may be reassessed, regardless of grade on the original task/assignment, if they meet the following requirements:

· The original task/assessment has been completed

· The task/assignment is eligible for reassessment

· The reassessment occurs within the instructional unit

· Re-teaching, as determined by the teacher, has occurred

Make-up Work/Assessments
Students are expected to complete and turn in the assignments they miss when they are absent.  Students are allowed two (2) days to make up work for each excused absence.  However, teachers may extend this deadline when appropriate. Students who are absent less than three (3) consecutive days are encouraged to call a classmate or speak to their teacher immediately upon returning to school.  It is the student’s and parent’s responsibility to contact the teacher regarding any missing class work and homework.  Students should make up work regardless of the reason for the absence (see school-wide grading policy).  After three days of consecutive absence, parents may contact their student’s guidance counselor or the Counseling Office to obtain homework from their teachers.
Progress Report/Report Card Schedule
Progress reports will be given to students every three weeks during each marking period. (see school calendar).   Students are expected to share this information with their parents/guardians. Report cards are given out four times a year, every nine weeks.  The report card uses grades A through E.  Grades are based on your achievement of the goals and objectives presented with each learning activity or unit.  Parents may contact the Counseling Office at anytime to obtain their students’ progress report or report card.
Academic Standards, Integrity, and Eligibility

Students at Parkland are expected to maintain a Grade Point Average of at least a 2.0 with no more than one “E”.  This means that students should be earning at least a “C” in each class.  Students who do not maintain a GPA of 2.0 may not participate in extracurricular activities which include dances, sports teams and after school clubs.  In some circumstances, students may not attend field trips.

Parkland students are to maintain high academic standards.  Cheating on formative and summative assessments, county-wide final exams and class papers and projects will not be tolerated.  Violators will be subject to a failing grade and their parent will be notified.  Copying another student’s work, such as homework or compositions, is not permitted.  To copy someone else’s work, with or without permission, is a form of cheating.  The papers of all involved will be confiscated.

Quoting or taking ideas expressly written by someone else, such as an author, a poet, or a newspaper journalist is considered plagiarism unless the source has been cited.  Copying directly from computer sources and presenting it as one’s own work is considered plagiarism.  Plagiarism is a form of cheating and appropriate consequences will be issued.
GPA
A student’s GPA is calculated by averaging the point values of each earned grade.  A point value is assigned to each letter grade.  

	A = 4.00
	D = 1.00

	B = 3.00
	E = 0.00

	C = 2.00
	


The sum of these points is then divided by the number of classes the student is enrolled in.  Here is an example of a students’ calculated GPA.  

	
	Student Earned an:
	Points awarded:

	English 
	A
	4.00

	Math
	C
	2.00

	Reading/Foreign Language
	B
	3.00

	PE/Health 
	A
	4.00

	Science 1
	A
	4.00

	Science 2
	B
	3.00

	World Studies
	C
	2.00

	Elective Course
	B
	3.00

	
	Total Points:
	25

	
	Divide by 8:
	25/8

	
	GPA=
	3.125


Students should maintain at least a 2.00 GPA, with no more than one ‘E” to be academically eligible. This student above is academically eligible.

Honor Roll/Distinguished Honor Roll
There are two Honor Rolls: Distinguished Honor Roll-4.0 GPA; Honor Roll-3.0 GPA with no more than one (1) "C".  Honor Roll celebrations are held each quarter to recognize students for their accomplishments.

National Junior Honor Society
Students are invited to apply for membership in 7th and 8th grade if they have exhibited a cumulative grade point average of 3.5 or higher.  Students must also complete an application informing the Faculty Council selection committee as to how they model the Society’s Five Pillars of Excellence here ( TAKE THE WORD “HERE” OUT) at Parkland and in the community: Scholarship, Leadership, Service, Citizenship, and Character.  Students must maintain the Five Pillars of Excellence once they are selected into membership of the Society.
High School Credit Earned in Middle School
The Maryland State Department of Education allows students to earn high school credit for high school courses taken in middle school.  For students in grades 6-8 who successfully complete a high school course in middle school and pass the final exam, credit is entered into the student’s credit history.  The credit and grade are recorded on a student’s transcript during the first year of high school.  No opportunity to remove the credit or grade from history is provided; however, students may opt to retake a high school course taken in middle school and receive the higher grade.  The course will appear only once on the transcript.  

In order to receive the high school credit, students must fulfill ALL of the following requirements:

· Successfully pass both semesters of the course while in middle school

· Pass the countywide semester B final examination 

· Take and pass the state High School Assessment (Algebra I only).  The student’s score becomes a permanent part of his/her record.

Additional information about high school courses:

· As in high school, semester final exams count as 25% of the semester grade.

· Students who fail to demonstrate mastery of the course concepts will repeat the course the following year.

High school credit courses offered at Parkland include Algebra 1, Honors Geometry, Algebra 2, Honors Physics, Chinese 1A, 1B, 2A/B, French 1A/B, 2A/B, 3A/B, and  Spanish 1A/B, 2A/B, 3A/B and Introduction to Engineering Design.   The criteria for earning high school credit for Advanced English 8 is different than the previously mentioned courses.  Students who successfully complete both semesters, pass the second semester final exam, and earn a final grade of A or B will earn one elective credit toward graduation for Advanced English 8.  This criteria is different because students do not have the opportunity to retake this course in high school.
Attendance and High School Credited Classes

In all classes, student attendance is critically important to maximize student learning, attain good grades, and earn credits in high school. The following attendance procedure, which is identical with the high school attendance policy, will be implemented at Parkland to bring consistency to addressing student attendance issues and to reinforce the expectations that class attendance is critical to student learning.  For high school classes in middle school:

· Students with three unlawful absences in a class will be warned of the possibility of failure and referred to their counselors and administrators. The counselor/administrative team will consult with each student and parent/guardian, verify reasons for the absences, and determine appropriate attendance interventions. 

· Students who are unlawfully absent from class five times will automatically be required to submit an appeal of the recording of their absences if they or their parents/guardians believe that any absences were recorded incorrectly, or an attendance intervention plan. The counselor/administrative team will assist the student and consult with the teacher regarding requirements for make-up work and the administrator for any behavioral issues. This information will be shared with the student and the student’s parents/guardians. 

· If the student does not complete either an appeal of attendance recording or an attendance intervention plan and/or continues to be further unlawfully absent, the student will be considered in danger of failing the course. 

· Attendance appeal and intervention plan forms will be available in the counseling and administrative offices and on the school’s website. 
· Unexcused tardies will be recorded and three unexcused tardies will equal one unexcused/unlawful absence. A tardy is defined as ―late to class. 
Class attendance is critical to student learning.  It is the hope that these procedures will provide additional support in ensuring our students are attending school.
MCPS High School Graduation Requirements
	Subject Area
	Specific Credit Requirements

	English
	4 credits

	Fine Arts
	1 credit (Selected courses in art, dance, drama/theater, and music that satisfy the fine arts requirement are designed FA)

	Health Education
	0.5 credit

	Mathematics
	4 credits** (1 algebra credit, 1 geometry credit) Students who successfully complete a calculus course may be exempted from this 4-credit requirement.

	Physical Education
	1 credit

	Science
	3 credits (1 biology credit, designated BC, and 1 physical science credit, designated PC, must be included)

	Social Studies
	3 credits (1 U.S. History credit; 1 World History credit; and 1 National, State, and Local Government credit)

	Technology Education
	1 credit (designated TE)

	Electives: The additional credits required for graduation may be fulfilled by one of the following three options
	OPTION 1

2 credits in a foreign language OR 2 credits in American sign language AND 2.5 credits in elective courses
	OPTION 2

2 credits in advanced technology education, AT, AND 2.5 credits in elective courses
	OPTION 3

4 credits in a state-approved career and technology program AND 0.5 credit in electives courses

	Student Service Learning (SSL)
	75 service-learning hours

	
	Assessment Requirements

	High School Assessments
	Students must meet the Maryland High School Assessments (HSA) requirements for English 10, Algebra/Data Analysis, and Biology.


Testing

MSA
In accordance with the federal No Child Left Behind Act, the State of Maryland has developed statewide assessments to track the progress of all children, grades 3 through 8 and 10, in reading (administered annually), mathematics (administered annually), and science (administered once in elementary school, once in middle school and once in high school), and to guide their future educational program.  These tests are administered each year in March to ensure that test results will be reported by the end of the current school year.  The Science MSA is administered to all grade eight students in addition to the current reading and math assessments.

What does this data tell us?  It shows us student academic progress as a whole school and within student sub-groups as well as how each individual student is progressing.

What is the goal?  It is expected that all children reach reading, mathematics, and science proficiency by the year 2014.

What is MCPS, as a whole system, and Parkland, as an individual school, doing to stay aligned and focused?  MCPS is implementing the new curricular structure that is designed to hold students to standards with consistency across the State of Maryland.  The consistency allows students to demonstrate mastery of content and process, in addition to providing a method for comparison to their peers.

HSA

In addition to the Maryland School Assessments (administered from grades 3 through 8) are the Maryland High School Assessments which are end of course assessments designed to indicate student mastery of specific content.  Currently, students will take one high school assessment at the conclusion of each of the following courses: Algebra/Data Analysis, English 10, Government and Biology.  Beginning with the class of 2009, students must take AND PASS each of the four tests to receive their high school diploma.

In preparation for these tests, the students at Parkland are exposed to the structure and function of the tests through every day instruction and implementation of the county’s curricula.  The increasing emphasis on reading and writing in all content areas will support student success on these assessments.

For more information related to these assessments, please visit the following websites:

Maryland School Improvement
http://mdk12.org
MCPS High School Assessment
http://mcps.k12.md.us/curriculum/hsi
MCPS Testing Information

http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/departments/accountability/testing/abouttesting.shtm

http://mcps.k12.md.us/info/assessments.shtm
County-wide Final Exams
County wide final exams are given at the end of each semester.  For high school classes, final exams count as twenty-five percent of a students’ overall grade.  Students are required to complete their final exams in order to complete a course. If absent from school, students are required to take the final exam as soon as they are back to school. 

MAP-R


The Measure of Academic Performance-Reading is a required test for students to complete at least two times a year. The MAP-R measures the reading level of a student and whether they are reading on grade level.  The MAP- R is used as a date piece to determine a student’s reading and English level placement.
MAP-M

The Measure of Academic Performance-Math is a required test for on-level math students to complete at least three times a year. The MAP-M measures the math level of a student and whether they have mastered basic math skills at grade level.  The MAP- M is used to determine a student’s math level placement.

Health Room

School Health Services’ school community health nurses (registered nurses) and school health room aides (certified nursing assistants), who work under the clinical oversight of a nurse, provide school health services to students during school hours.  Services include assessing the health needs of students, providing first aid and emergency care to sick and injured students, monitoring immunization compliance, administering medications and treatments to students who have physician’s orders, maintaining student health records, providing crisis intervention, health counseling, health education-promotion, nurse case-management and referral.

Medication

Any medications that are to be administered at school must have the proper forms completed and on file in the Health Room.  In case of injury or illness, parents/guardians will be notified by the Health Technician. Emergency phone numbers on file in the Main Office need to be complete and updated.
Vision and Hearing Screening


The State of Maryland Education Law 7-403 requires school children to have their hearing and vision screened.  The law requires students new to Montgomery County Public Schools and students in Grade 8, who do not have evidence of hearing and vision testing within the past year, to have their hearing and vision screened.  The screening takes place in the Nurse’s office.  If a deficiency is noted, the school nurse will contact the parent.
Parent Support Tips
How can I help my child have better school attendance?

· Learn the school’s policies regarding student attendance

· Let your child know that you think school attendance is important

· View tardiness as unacceptable behavior

· Refuse to write an excuse for anything other than a legitimate absence

· Set a regular bedtime

· Encourage student attendance to school and school activities

· Provide an alternative plan of transportation for getting your child to school on time

· Schedule doctor, dentist, and other appointments before or after school hours

· If appointments must be during the school day, plan them so that your child does not miss the same class every time

· Be sure make-up work is completed promptly

· Notify the school as soon as possible in cases of prolonged absences due to hospitalization, etc.

· Plan family vacations in accordance with the school calendar as much as possible

· Talk to your child about responsibility and the need to develop good work habits

· Notify the school of changes in address and/or telephone numbers immediately

· Contact your child’s counselor when there is an attendance problem

How can I help my child have better motivation?

· Pay attention to your child’s behavior and actions.  Is the work too easy or too challenging?

· Praise his/her academic, behavioral, or extracurricular performance in school

· Review and discuss the list of school clubs and sports

· Encourage your child to participate in school activities

· Attend extracurricular activities, especially those in which your child participates

· Encourage your child to make friends

· Discuss with your child ways to make friends such as volunteering or joining a club or team

· Help your child find a hobby such as reading, collecting, building models, etc.

· Give your child things to do at home that he/she can do.  Successful experiences help the child to feel and say, “See what I can do!”

· Consider a family night once a week or month

· In the spring, review and discuss the school’s course offerings with your child and help your child select elective courses that are related to his/her interest or hobby.

How can I help my child improve his or her academic performance?

· Review your child’s class schedule and the teachers’ policies regarding class work and homework.

· Let your child know that you think that success in school is important

· Learn more about the school and the classes by attending Back to School Night.  Learn the school’s rules regarding progress reports an report cards

· Check frequently with the teacher as to the student’s progress

· Encourage your child to complete all class work and homework on time

· Encourage your child to use the school’s student planner to record school work

· Set an appropriate time and place for homework

· Avoid interruptions and distractions during study time

· Suggest that your child do the hardest task first.  Students have the most energy and patience at the beginning of the study time

· Periodically ask your child to see his/her work

· Review the materials and supply list for each class and make sure your child has what they need

· Provide support to your child if he/she needs it to compete an assignment, but make sure that your child does the bulk of the work

· Monitor the number of school activities and the academic workload of your child to make sure it is a match

· Encourage your child to talk with his/her teacher if they don’t understand an assignment or need extra help

· Encourage your child to stay after school with his/her teacher for tutoring and extra support

· Call the student’s teacher and counselor for help when academic support is needed

How can I help my child demonstrate positive personal conduct?

· Review and discuss the school’s code of conduct and discipline policy with your child

· Review the rules and policies of individual teacher classrooms

· Discuss limits with your child and talk about consequences

· Let you child know that you expect him/her to abide by the school’s code of conduct

· Make sure your family’s consequences are realistic and enforceable

· Be consistent in your application of consequences

· When a student follows the rules, praise his/her responsibility

· Teach your child to use the “ReAct” method when faced with a problem

· Recognize that you have a problem and admit it

· Analyze what went wrong

· Change your attitude and actions

· Try again

· When schools enforce rules, children often complain.  Before stepping in, see if your child can handle the conflict.  Suggest that he/she talk with a counselor, etc.

· Reinforce with your child that if they violate a rule, they must serve the consequence.  This demonstrates that your child understands what he/she did and is accepting responsibility for his/her behavior.
Linkages to Learning

Linkages to Learning (LTL) is a comprehensive school-based Health and Human Services program that is based on a holistic approach to prevention and early intervention for students and families.  LTL assists families and students by providing or referring services to help children in school, at home and in the community based on the resources and needs within the community.  Participation in LTL services is based on referrals through the school guidance office.  LTL services include:

 

· Individual, group, and family therapy

· Social skills and behavior management groups for students

· Parenting workshops and parent support groups

· Information, referral, and follow-up for health care, food, clothing, housing, financial and legal assistance

· Eligibility assistance for local, state, and federal programs

· Health education and nutrition classes

· Adult education classes

· Teacher consultation and in-service training for school staff

· Education supports to promote success for every student
For more information, please contact the Linkages to Learning office at 301-460-2193.
PTSA

The goals of the Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) at Parkland are:

· To improve communication between families and the school. 

· To support the learning process by assisting the school, staff, students and families by sponsoring events and activities. 

· To develop a closer relationship between the school staff, the MCPS school board and other organizations and families by working together to enhance the learning experience for every Parkland student. 

 

We hope that every parent, teacher, and student joins the PTSA and becomes involved to help make a positive impact at Parkland this year. 
PTSA ListServe
The PTSA Listserve is a communication tool that assists both school and parents to disseminate information. The Listserve can be used to promote school activities, or procedures to assist students in their daily academic activities.  The Listserve is not allowed to promote personal or private functions not affiliated with the school. 
NAACP Parent’s Council

The NAACP Parent Council assists in the support of our African American students and their families.   In coordination with the NAACP, the council attempts to provide strong communication between the African American students and the school community.  In particular, the needs of the African American community can be channeled through this council. 
Latino Parent Group
Latino Parent Meetings are held at least once a month, and they are conducted all in Spanish.  The meetings are held on the same days as Academic Achievement Nights or on special occasions.  The purpose of these meetings is to ensure that our Spanish speaking parents are informed of important school information that helps support student success.  Parents will always be notified of the meetings a least a week in advanced using our automated phone messaging system.  If parents have any questions about our Latino Parent meetings they may contact Mr. Rivera.
IV. ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Academic Departments

English
The Parkland Magnet Middle School English Department is a beacon lighting the way toward academic competence and excellence throughout the school. Through collaboration and well-planned instruction, we motivate our students to read, write, think critically, and achieve to earn their hard-won place in the technologically advanced world of their future.

Mathematics

The Mathematics Department at Parkland Magnet Middle School is comprised of highly skilled teachers who are capable of delivering the curriculum in a variety of ways that meet the needs of diverse learners.  The mathematics teachers are dedicated to fostering a nurturing relationship among staff, students, and the community.  Our goals also include developing mathematical thinking and application in all students.
Science

The Parkland Magnet Middle School Science program is designed to promote the achievement of all students through rigorous instruction that provides opportunities for students to refine their critical thinking and problem solving skills.  Our program places an emphasis on effective instruction and student engagement, which encourage students to improve their ability in examining scientific concepts using technology.  It also promotes authentic research of real-world events in cooperation with partnerships in the aerospace industry.

Social Studies

The social studies department strives to make every student a knowledgeable citizen of our world community.  Throughout their middle school years, Parkland students will receive instruction in civics, economics, ancient & modern history, as well as our country's founding.  Students will learn the skills needed to interpret and deconstruct primary sources and write historical paragraphs.  The social studies department is committed to every student's success as they move towards becoming active citizens in their community and the world around them. 

Foreign Languages
The goal of the Parkland Magnet Middle School Foreign Language program is to educate students in a language and culture in order to make them knowledgeable and active members of a global society. Students will learn to use foreign languages for meaningful communication in both spoken and written form. 

The Foreign Language program emphasizes language as it is used in real life situations that students are most likely to encounter. Through foreign language study, students develop sensitivity to the cultural and linguistic heritage of other groups, understand their influence on American culture, and become prepared to participate in a society characterized by linguistic and cultural diversity. 

Physical Education

Middle school students participate in a program of Physical Education that emphasizes team building, accountability, and positive interaction with the diverse population that surrounds them. Activities challenge students to cooperate and compete while practicing teamwork, sports etiquette, cooperation, decision making, leadership, and communication.

Health Class & Family Life - This program encourages you to develop personal and social skills and positive attitudes about health. The goal of this course is to increase your knowledge of health and to learn how to practice healthy behaviors and choices that will prevent health problems and promote your overall wellness.
Visual Arts

The Visual Arts Department at Parkland Magnet Middle School is very unique in the sense that it creates an atmosphere that is both private and intimate for each student in combination with being public in society. This program allows students to have a temporary escape where they can express how they feel through powerful non-verbal communication. The students excel in a structured based curriculum which includes but is not limited to learning the processes of drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture and ceramics. Students in these courses will demonstrate the ability to perceive, interpret, and respond to ideas, experiences, and the environment through visual art. They can attempt to create, view and act as a critic. Together Parkland and Art continue to stir the imaginations of students of all nations. The students of Parkland feel the impact of art emotionally. "Art touches us beyond the intellect, reaching down into society's emotional core (Grant Eckert)." This program along with all  others at Parkland prepare young people to become exceptional young men and women in today's ever-changing, challenging society.

Music

The music program at Parkland offers instruction at all levels in many different areas.  From the advanced groups who regularly participate in music competitions to the beginning groups designed for students with no experience the Parkland Music program offers something for everyone.  As well as band and orchestra there is a guitar class, jazz band, and a number of opportunities for small group performances.  Along with the winter and spring concerts the Parkland Music students perform in a variety of settings throughout the school year.
Computer Science
The computer science courses are designed to help students learn the computer knowledge and skills they will need for their core content classes and their future personal computing needs.  Students will study basic computer hardware, software, and web searching skills during the Computer Introduction course.  In the Computer Application course, students will learn how to use different computer software and applications including multimedia presentation, voice editing, video editing, and digital image editing software.  Students will also gain computer skills and knowledge through completing different projects throughout the courses.
After School Care

An after-school care program is available to all Parkland families through an independent organization called Trax.  Trax runs every school day from 2:40 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. The program offers some of the area's very best professional artists, coaches, and other instructors to offer the same activities that parents would normally have to drive to access. Families create their own weekly schedule of only the activities that their kids are interested in. Over 20 electives per week will be offered including: Digital photography, Pop art, Digital animation, Improv, Soccer, Basketball, Tennis, Yoga, Martial arts, Fencing, Magic, Real Life Mysteries, Survival skills, Community service, and a bunch more. These activities do not conflict with participation in Parkland clubs, meetings after school with teachers, etc. In addition to the activities, homework time with help and support is scheduled into every day.  Kids typically finish most or all of their homework while at Trax in addition to getting their activities-- and they get some less structured downtime with friends as well.  Additional information about this parentally paid program is available by contacting Darren Finder at 301.928.2880 or darren@trax678.com.
Agenda Book/Hall Passes

All students will be given an agenda book at the start of the school year.  The agenda book provides important information to students including the discipline and attendance policies.  In addition to providing information, the book is used for students to record assignments, to chart long-term assignments and for hall passes.  If a student loses an agenda book, additional books are available for purchase for $5 in the Counseling Services Office.

Back to School Night

Attending Back to School Night is a great way to meet the teachers your student has during the school year.  During this evening event, parents will go through their child’s ODD and EVEN day schedule, they will meet their students’ teachers and the best way to communicate with them.  You will also learn about the course content, course expectations and the teacher’s academic expectations.   Please note that there is no second semester Back to School Night in January.

Cafeteria Procedures and Policies

On a daily basis the Parkland Cafeteria will provide all students with a free breakfast which includes juice, milk and a small main item such as a sausage and cheese croissant, a bagel stuffed with cream cheese, and French toast sticks, to name a few.  Students can also purchase food from the cafeteria during lunch.  Lunch costs students $2.75 or $.30 if on Free and Reduced Meals plan.  There are four lines in the cafeteria, two with the fixed meal options, one which serves a salad bar, soup and sandwiches and one that is called the “Snack Line” serving cookies, canned juice, chips, ice cream, and smoothies.  The “Snack Line” purchases are considered extra and are not covered under a free or reduced meal  plan.  A no meat option is always available to students and menus may be viewed on the MCPS website.
Payment to the Cafeteria

Each student has a cafeteria account already established.  At the beginning of the school year, students will receive a four digit PIN to access their account (not the same PIN that students had in elementary school).  Parents may send in with their student monies to be deposited into the account.  Personal checks are made out to “Parkland MS Cafeteria.”  Parents may also go the www.mylunchmoney.com to deposit funds into their students’ accounts.  Any monies left over in elementary school accounts will automatically roll over to their middle school accounts.

Effective this year, students are not allowed to maintain a negative balance on their lunch accounts.  The cafeteria staff will provide free cheese sandwiches to students who run out of money on their accounts.  We ask that parents try to make certain that students have money in their cafeteria accounts as each sandwich will cost the school money. 
Free and Reduced Meals Program (FARMS)
Each family, via the youngest student, will receive an application for the Free and Reduced Meals Program on the first day of school.  Families can apply for the program by submitting an application by showing proof of income in order to qualify for this program.  If families were a part of this program during the prior school year, the program benefits will only carry over for the first few weeks of school.  Families must re-apply each school year as the program carry-over grace period will expire.

What does my student eat?
Parents who are concerned about what their student consumes in the cafeteria (i.e. only snacks) may request a print out of recent purchases.  Please check on-line at www.mylunchmoney.com or contact the Cafeteria Manager to receive a print out.
Financial Obligations

Textbooks, calculators and library books may be checked out by students.  Each item is barcoded under a student’s account.  Please remember that students will be billed for loss of textbooks, calculators, or library books and may be denied social events if they have remaining negative balances on their account.  
Lockers

Students will be assigned two lockers; one in the hallway for their books and belongings and one in the locker room for their gym clothes and to stow their materials during physical education class.  Separate combination locks will be distributed to students for these lockers.  Students are responsible for the locks and will be charged a replacement fee of $5 if their combination lock is lost. Students are also responsible for not divulging the locker combination to any other students.  Parkland MS will not be held responsible for any lost or stolen materials from the lockers.  Lockers may also not be shared by students.  Locker use is a privilege.  Abuse of the lockers will results in loss of this privilege.  If these fees present a financial hardship, scholarships and programs are available to provide assistance.  Please contact the Counseling Services Department for more information at 301-438-5800.
Lost and Found

Found articles should be turned in to the Security Office.  Articles may be claimed with proper identification of lost article.  Items should be marked with your name.
Media Center
The Parkland Middle School Media Center houses a collection of about 10,000 books, videos, audio books and more. The School Library Media Specialist and Media Assistant administer the collection using the automated circulation system called Spectrum.  Spectrum provides efficient check-in and check-out of materials. The system also includes the Patrons’ Catalog, used by staff and students to search for materials and is available for access on every networked computer in the school building. 

A "Research and Learning Hub" of 32 computers is located in the Media Center. It is the center for most of the student research performed at Parkland, and therefore, the first priority is students scheduled into the Media Center with teachers to work on research projects in collaboration with the media specialist.  Non-collaborative activities, take second priority. 

In the Media Center, students have access to a print reference collection, nonfiction trade books purchased to match the MCPS middle school curriculum and to online Internet subscription services purchased by MCPS, the state of Maryland and by Parkland. The online Internet subscription services are also available to the Parkland community on every networked computer in the school building and at home.  Students, staff and community members will receive lists of these services along with username and password information for use at school and home at the beginning of each school year. 

Parkland students and staff will also find a leisure reading section including popular magazines and young adult literature chosen for students with a wide range of interests, backgrounds and reading ability. This section also includes audio books for many popular titles that can be checked out for home use. 

Goals and Objectives of the Media Center

1. To provide a climate conducive to learning, study and research. 

2. To promote learning for all students according to abilities, needs and interests. 

3. To promote an interest in reading of all kinds as a major lifetime activity. 

4. To plan and collaborate with grade level teams and departments for instructional use of the Media Center. 

5. To instruct students and staff in location, retrieval and use of information resources effectively and efficiently. 

6. To instruct students to review, evaluate and select media to match the task assigned. 

7. To educate students, staff and the community to respect copyright laws and plagiarism rules. 

8. To organize Media Center materials and equipment for optimum accessibility and use by all patrons. 

9. To support computer use following MCPS Regulation IGT-RA and the returned and signed “Student Application for Access to Computer Networks.”

10. To review, evaluate and acquire materials that support MCPS curricula and the interests of staff and students on a continuing basis.

Hours: The Media Center is open from 7:30-3:00 on Mondays and Fridays.  After school hours are available when the media center is appropriately staffed.

Circulation: Students and staff must check out all materials at the circulation desk.  A member of the media staff should be available for assistance.  Middle schools have security systems to protect the collection and the alarm will sound if the material is not signed out properly.  

Book Circulation: Books may be checked out for a two-week period and can be renewed unless a reserve is placed on the item. 

Reference Book Circulation: Students may check out reference materials overnight to support a classroom project. These books may be checked out after the last period of the day and are due before the first period the following day. 

Magazines and Audio Books: Magazines and Audio Books may be checked out by students for one week.  Students with any overdue library materials are not allowed to check out these items until the overdue materials are returned or renewed.   

Lost and Damaged Books: There are no fines for overdue library materials. However, students are responsible for the books that are checked out from the Media Center, and they are obligated to pay for lost or damaged materials by the end of each quarter and certainly by the end of the school year. Students will receive overdue notices and bills through their first period teachers.  Parents and students are reminded that Media Center materials must be cared for and returned in a responsible manner.  Every effort will be made to be sure that students are in compliance.  This includes contacting parents and students at home and/or students not receiving report cards or not participating in field trips or other school activities.

Expectations:
When using the Media Center each student is asked to observe the following:

· Maintaining a learning atmosphere that is conducive to studying and conducting research with a minimum noise level. 

· Returning materials to the appropriate shelves in the same places found or return to the media staff

· Treating books with respect including

· Using bookmarks, not writing or highlighting in the books, 

· Not using stickies in library books for any reason

· Cleaning up work areas and pushing in chairs before leaving the Media Center. 

· Refraining from consuming food and beverages during the instructional school day. 

When using the computers in the Media Center, students must:

1. Log in using only his/her login ID and password. 

2. Keep his/her password confidential. 

3. Log off when finished. 

4. Follow MCPS Regulation IGT-RA and the returned and signed “Student Application for Access to Computer Networks.”  

Collection Development:  Parents, students and teachers should feel free to suggest any materials for purchase by the Media Center.  A “wish list” is kept throughout the year by the media center staff.

Safety & Security
Security Team

The security staff is responsible for the safety and security of all the students and staff in the school building.  They help monitor the activity in the building, the parking lot and bus loop.  They also provide supervision during certain after school events.  If a student or parent has knowledge of inappropriate behavior or actions by another students, or any information that might help the staff maintain a safe and orderly school building, they are strongly encouraged to call the security office or Main Office.

Fire or Directed Evacuation Drills
Fire or Directed Evacuation drills and emergency procedures will be reviewed by every classroom teacher.  Displayed in each classroom are written directions on how to exit from the room and where to assemble outside.  The building must be cleared quickly and quietly.  It is essential that when the first signal is given, everyone obeys orders promptly and clears the building by the prescribed route as quickly as possible.

Shelter/Lockdown Drills

Shelter and Lockdown drills will be reviewed by every classroom teacher.  Displayed in each classroom are written direction on what to do during a Shelter or Lockdown drill.  Shelter-in-place means that in certain situations it may be necessary to hold students and staff indoors. (This concept is known as shelter-in-place, which is very similar to the procedures used during Code Blue.) Shelter-in-place can be used in weather-related emergencies; chemical, biological, or radiological incidents, and other emergencies. The nature and duration of the shelter-in-place will be determined by the emergency situation or at the direction of public safety officials and/or MCPS officials. 
Parent-Child Reunification
In the event of an emergency at school, Parkland’s Emergency Plan contains a parent/child reunification plan so that students and parents can be reunited in an orderly, effective, and efficient manner.  According to the Emergency Plan, parents should have listed an alternate adult who may pick-up their child in an event of an emergency.
School Supplies

Parkland Magnet Middle School recommends all students come to school prepared to learn with the following school supplies.  Additional supplies may be requested by individual teachers.  As we prepare our students to develop an academic routine, Parkland will provide all students on the first day of school, free of charge, with an Agenda Book and 10-tab dividers.  We are asking students to place these materials in only one 3-inch binder for the year.  Please do not prepare an Even Day and Odd Day binder as this can lead to students bringing in the wrong day binder.
School Supplies that Parkland recommends students to bring to school on a daily basis

· Book bag/backpack

· 1 – 3-ring 3 inch notebook (that will hold the following items)

· Ruled loose leaf paper (college or wide-ruled)

· Pencil Pouch

· Supply of #2 pencils
· Blue, Black and Red Pens (No Sharpies, please!)

· 2 Composition notebooks (black marble type)

School Supplies that are recommended to remain at home

· Pencil Sharpener

· Colored Pencils

· Glue Sticks

· Compass

· Protractor

· Dual Scale Ruler (English and Metric)

· Bilingual Dictionary (ESOL/RELL students)

School Store

The School Store is open at lunch time on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays.  The School Store is open till 3:00 p.m. everyday after school.  The store may be open on occasion prior to evening school events.  The School Store will carry basic school supplies that students need to be successful on a daily basis.  The School Store will also carry Parkland Panther Pride apparel as well as items that may be purchased with Panther Paws.
Students also turn in field trip permission slips and payment to the School Store.  If payment is turned in, students will receive a receipt.
Summer School – Summer Camp
Summer School


Parkland has a very large Summer School program.  We have both enrichment and remedial classes in reading and math.  Summer school takes place during the month of July and for remedial classes, we ask for mandatory participation.
Summer Camp

Summer Camps are held at Parkland each summer.  The programs vary per summer based on the availability of summer camp instructors.  In the past, camps have included robotics, math, sports, and music themes.  Summer camps are weekly and cost typically $75.  Summer camps are available to all Parkland students and are announced in early spring (February/March).
Transportation

Buses
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) provides bus service for:

· Middle school students living more than 1.5 miles of walking distance from school.*

· Students who face hazardous walking conditions regardless of distance from school (multilane highways, construction areas, etc.) as determined by the MCPS Department of Transportation.

*A tenth of a mile may be added to establish a reasonable boundary. 

It is a team effort to ensure the safety of all those who ride an MCPS bus: Students, Parents and MCPS.
Students are responsible for their behavior and self-control on the bus and at bus stops at all times. Disorderly students can threaten the safety of all riders by distracting the bus operator making the bus ride to and from school an unpleasant and even intimidating experience for other students. School buses are an extension of school, and students are expected to adhere to the same standards of behavior on a school bus as in the classroom. 

Students are expected to obey the instructions of the bus operator just as they would follow the instructions of teachers and school administrators. Students must also remember that riding the school bus is a privilege for most students, not a right, which can be revoked if the student fails to observe basic standards of conduct and safety.
Parents can help further the safety of all students by making sure their children know the bus rules and etiquette that help ensure safe, orderly, and pleasant bus trips. Parents also should make sure their children know their bus route number, located in windows on both the right and left side of the bus, near the front.  The number that is painted on the bus, usually on the body and bumpers is not used for bus route identification.  For elementary and middle school students, it is recommended that a parent or other adults wait at the bus stop with the students to monitor and supervise their behavior and help with any problems, such as a late bus. Both students and adults should stand near the bus stop, not more than 150 feet away, where they can observe the bus as it arrives.

Bus stops are selected to provide safety and convenience for most students, and to economize on fuel and time that students spend on the bus. Parents should not request bus drivers to make additional stops. Regulations prohibit bus operators from stopping between designated bus stops.  Many routes are designed so that students do not need to cross a major roadway to use the bus. This is indicated on route descriptions by "RSO" (right side only) next to the bus stop notation. Parents should not allow their children to circumvent this safety measure by crossing the road to use a different bus stop if there is one on their side of the street.

To ensure safe, efficient service for students, MCPS follows these procedures:

· No bus may cross a mainline railroad track at grade level in Montgomery County.

· No students are scheduled to cross a divided highway to board a bus, and the number of students who must cross a main artery is kept to an absolute minimum.

· Standing during operation is not allowed on buses except during the first few weeks of the new school year when schedules and routes are being adjusted or occasionally during the year when breakdowns occur or temporary needs arise.

· All roads and bridges must be able to sustain the weight of the bus.

· Turn-around and turning areas are held to an absolute minimum and must be wide enough to allow safe maneuvering.

· Buses are routed along "through" roadways, as much as possible. Dead ends or cul-de-sacs are not traveled, unless no other safe alternative is available.

· Each bus undergoes a regular maintenance program that includes daily checks by bus operators, monthly safety inspections, and three state-required annual inspections.

· All bus operators must have a thorough background check and physical, have less than two points on their driving record, and be highly trained.

· Every school bus has closely spaced, high-back padded seats that keep passengers within the seating compartment in the event of a collision. This is the safest system for children riding in buses and far safer than seat belts. Research shows that seat belts are not the best way to protect students in school buses. Studies have shown that lap belts can cause serious injuries to children, including pelvic injury and hyperextension of the neck and upper spinal cord. Restraints are provided for some preschoolers and students with disabilities.

· Buses may be equipped with an audio and visual recording device.
Activity Buses 

Activity Buses typically run Tuesday through Thursday.  Due to budget cuts, however, there may be times where we do not have activity buses.  The Administration will alert the community of these dates in advance.  Activity buses only run for local students.  The bus stops are centralized and therefore may not be the stops of the regular morning and afternoon bus routes.  Activity Buses leave Parkland at approximately 4:15 p.m.
Carpool

Please read and follow the carpool procedures below.  The procedures are put in place to ensure the safety of the children as well as the safety of the carpool drivers.  Please read these procedures with your student(s).  Thank you for your understanding and patience during arrival and dismissal.  
Morning Drop-off

1. Please arrive at school no earlier than 7:30 a.m. so that the school staff can ensure proper supervision of the students.

2. School starts at 7:55 a.m.  Students arriving late will be marked unexcused tardy.  Please plan your morning commute appropriately.

3. Drop off the students closest to the curb and closest to the front entrance using the outside or right hand lane without blocking the cross walks.  Please do NOT double park.
4. Cars in the left hand entrance lane should pull into the parking lot to wait for their students.  Students will use the cross walk in the parking lot to navigate towards you.
5. Drivers – please follow the directions of all Parkland staff members directing traffic in the carpool lane.
6. Students - use the crosswalk and the sidewalk to get to the entrance of the building.  Follow the staff members direction to safely cross to the entrance of the school.
Afternoon Pick-up

1. School dismisses at 2:40 p.m.  Please be prompt in picking up your students by 3:00 p.m. or 4:15 p.m. on days with after school activities.

2. Please park your car as close to the curb as possible.  Do NOT double park.

3. As you are in the carpool line, please pull forward when a car in front of you departs.

4. Drivers – please follow the directions of all Parkland staff members directing traffic in the carpool lane.
5. Students – as your car appears in the driveway, use the sidewalk to make your way.  Wait on the curb until your car comes to a complete stop before approaching and opening the door.

6. Before you depart, please look in your mirrors to make sure the way is clear.
Walkers

Students who live less than 1.5 miles of walking distance from the school are expected to walk to school.  No bus transportation will be provided.  Students are advised to walk on sidewalks and use crosswalks to cross the street safely.  Students who walk to school may not arrive to school any earlier than 7:30 a.m.  At the end of the day, students who walk home and do not have an afterschool activity are expected to leave the school grounds by 3:00 p.m.
Visitors to Parkland

Parent Shadowing

Parents may be asked to shadow their students as an administrative request.  Classroom visits and/or conferences by parents/guardians will be arranged in advanced.  Classroom visits and conferences must be conducted in such a manner that the visits and/or conferences do not interfere with the classroom activities of any student in the class. Parent Open House, a day for parents to sit in on classes, occurs annually on Columbus Day.
Student Shadowing/Schools Visits by Parents/Guardians of Prospective Students


Student shadowing is not allowed unless approved by the principal as it is beneficial to all students to be in their own daily educational setting.  If students and parents/guardians are interested in attending the Parkland Magnet program, one hour tours may be set up by contacting the Magnet Coordinator.  

Yearly Student Expenses

Potential Student Costs

2011 – 2012
	Grade
	Expense Item
	Cost

	8
	End of Year Dance
	$5

	8
	End of Year Amusement Park Trip
	$65

	8
	Class T-Shirt
	$12 – $15

	8
	Class Panoramic Picture
	$13 – $17

	6, 7, 8
	Fall School Individual Pictures
	$12.50 – $49

	6, 7, 8
	Yearbook
	$30 - $35

	6, 7, 8
	Spring Break PE Field Trip
	$10 - $20

	6, 7
	Andrews Air Force Base Air Show
	$20

	6
	Outdoor Education
	$76

	6, 7
	Spring Field Day
	$3

	6, 7, 8
	Shakespeare Field Trip
	$5 - $10


Note:  most of these expenses are optional, however, financial assistance may be available
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