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Welcome to the 2015-16 School Year

Paint Branch High School PTSA Newsletter       October/November 2015

Welcome Back Paint Branch Students, Staff and Par-
ents! We are about to kick-off a brand new school 
year with great anticipation and opportunity. We 

welcome you to our PTSA community and the collaboration 
that will evolve as a result of our connection.

To our new families, hello and welcome to our wonder-
ful school. We look forward to engaging with all of you and 
getting to know those of you we haven’t met. Our students 
are so fortunate to be enrolled in a school with an out-
standing administration and exceptional teachers, who 
strive to ful ill the school’s mission of promoting health, 
well-being and educational success to all of our students 
enrolled.  It is through your support of the PTSA that we 
join in that mission.  

We held our irst PTSA meeting of the year on Sept. 15, 
from 6:30–8:15 p.m. and the event Kick-off in the Court-
yard. It was a great way for parents to introduce them-
selves to the administration, meet new families and ind 
out more about the PTSA. We also had a PTSA table set up 
for Back to School Night on, Sept. 17.  
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Greetings from the Principal

Greetings Paint Branch High 
School Parents & Guardians! My 
name is Myriam Rogers and I 

serve as the proud principal of Paint 
Branch High School. It is my pleasure 
to welcome new and returning staff 
back for another great year at PBHS. 
This year we have welcomed more 
than 2000 Panthers with more than 
600 new 9th graders (and we are still 
growing). Many neighborhood fami-
lies are choosing Paint Branch HS for 
the rigorous instructional program. 

We are all excited to have students 
back in our classrooms and hallways, 
illing them with energy and enthu-

siasm for learning. It is our mission 
to help every student feel welcomed, 
connected, and a part of our Paint 
Branch family. Additionally, we strive 

to challenge each student to grow in 
his or her academic abilities with an 
emphasis on college or career readi-
ness by the end of their High School 
experience. 

At Paint Branch High School, we 
have great teachers who spend hours 
planning and creating classroom 
activities to engage our students 
in learning. Our teachers utilize 
research-based best practices and 
consistently analyze academic data 
to determine current skill levels and 
to set goals for growth and improve-
ment. We believe that all students 
should graduate from high school 
prepared for the demands of postsec-
ondary education, meaningful careers 
and effective citizenship. 

continued on page 2 

Your 2015-16 PTSA Offi cers, left to right: Vivian Kassman, 
Secretary; Anthony Brown, Vice President; Liz Collins, 

President; and Matthew Letts, Treasurer.



2  October/November 2015Panther Press

We also prepared a PTSA Welcome 
Back video, which was shown to par-
ents in the homerooms to encourage 
membership and involvement.

Our state has been hit with consid-
erable budget cuts that impact edu-
cation. As a result, our schools, staff 
and ultimately our students feel the 
impact. The Paint Branch PTSA has a 
rich history of making substantial con-
tributions to varied programs at our 
school.  We plan to continue in that 
direction this year. Please consider 
joining the PTSA! Your membership 
can help us achieve our goal. 

Every year, some parents may say 
they don’t feel connected to the school 
or know what’s going on.  With busy 
schedules all around, it’s not easy to 
keep on top of all the activities.  The 
PTSA Board will do our  best to com-
municate school efforts more regu-
larly and concisely.  We will leverage 
regular emails and the newsletters to 
deliver reminders of what’s happen-
ing in the school. We also plan to keep 
you connected through an informative 
webpage. Don’t forget to check out 
Paint Branch HS’s webpage (http://

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
schools/paintbranchhs/) where a wide 
range of information is available. 

The Paint Branch HS PTSA believes 
a partnership between the teachers, 
staff, parents and students is crucial 
to the success of our students. Our 
PTSA is a volunteer organization, 
and there are many opportunities for 
each of us to contribute, either in the 
school or at home. Paint Branch will 
be a better school, bene iting all the 
students through your contribution 
of time and effort. It is also important 
for our PTSA to be inclusive. Many 
perspectives are needed to ensure the 
PTSA truly represents all. Our student 
population is diverse, and we want 
our PTSA to be representative of this 
diversity. Our children are the most 
precious charge we have. Their educa-
tional experience is a major in luence 
in their life.  We hope to see you and 
hope you can make the time to get 
involved.  Here’s to an amazing year. 
Together we can make a difference!

N. Elizabeth (Liz) Collins
2015-2016 PTSA President

Excellence through Effort

Welcome
continued from page 1

New to high school? Do your children tell you about what is happening 
at school? If your answer is “no” then you know why paintbranchnet 
was created! Our PTSA sponsors an email list that provides quick access 

to information on school events, meetings of interest to parents, emergency 
information, and much more! The morning announcements, as broadcast on 
the school TV network, are sent out every day. The PTSA newsletter is now 
published online, and the announcement of its availability is sent out via the 
list, as well as other PTSA news, information, and requests for volunteers. You 
will receive announcements regarding schedule changes due to inclement 
weather and messages of importance from staff.

Sign up now! Here’s how:

1. Send a message to paintbranchnet-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Im-
portant: You will receive an auto generated message from Yahoo Groups, 
asking you to verify that you requested a subscription to the group. If you 
do not respond to the message, the moderator will never see your re-
quest. You do not have to have a Yahoo ID to do this step! In fact, if you do 
not have a Yahoo ID, do not click the link provided in the email message; 
instead just use reply/send. If you do not get this message within an hour 
of sending your request, irst check your spam folder and then contact 
the moderator at the email address found at the end of this message, as 
something has gone wrong.

2. Once you verify your request, you will get a second auto generated mes-
sage requesting the the following information: 1) name, 2) phone number, 
and 3) relationship to Paint Branch High School. Failure to provide the 
requested information will result in your not being added to the E-List.

Please do not hesitate to contact the moderator with any questions at Paint-
branchnet-owner@yahoogroups.com.

PTSA Offi cers:
Liz Collins, PTSA President
Anthony Brown, Vice President
Vivian Kassman, Secretary
Matthew Letts, Treasurer

PTSA meetings are usually held
the third Tuesday of the month, 
6:30-8:15 pm, unless otherwise 
noted. The 2015-2016 meeting 
dates are:
• October 20, 2015
• November 17, 2015
• January 19, 2016
• February 16, 2016
• March 15, 2016
• April 19, 2016
• May 2016, TBD

Who is the PTSA?
Your PTSA is made up of people 
just like you. We’re parents (as 
well as teachers, administrators, 
community members, and stu-
dents) who genuinely care about 
every one of our Panther student’s 
educational experience. Your 
PTSA leadership is 100% volun-
teer. We believe that our commit-
ment to the education of our future 
leaders and change agents is 
premier.

WHAT does the PTSA do?
• We award scholarships annu-

ally to students. 
• We provide grants and pro-

gram funds to PBHS groups 
and teachers. 

• We recognize and thank the 
staff throughout the year. 

• We gather and disseminate 
information to the parents and 
community. 

• We provide support for cultur-
al arts programs to enhance 
the exposure our students re-
ceive within the school walls.  

• We organize and run the after-
prom.

• We sponsor an ACT/SAT 
practice test.

Get Connected—Join paintbranchnet!
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In an effort to keep our students and families con-
nected with important district and school information, our 
website contains a wealth of helpful information, including 
PB activities and upcoming events. Additionally, our news-
letter is emailed to parents and uploaded to the website 
on a bi-monthly basis. Along with our online resources, 
we take full advantage of social media to send updates 
and announcements throughout the year to families and 
students. Follow me on Twitter (@PBHSPrincipal) for up-
to-date information. 

I am honored and excited to serve as the Principal of 
Paint Branch High School. It is truly a privilege to be a part 
of an environment where the community, teachers and 
students care for each other and strive to build positive 
relationships that support academic and social growth. 
Please feel free to contact the school with any of your 
questions and/or concerns. 
Dr. Myriam A. Rogers
Principal
Paint Branch High School

Greetings
continued from page 1

Here are 5 ways to keep your teen on track to succeed in 
high school from Kidshealth.org
1. Visit the School and Its Website

Knowing the physical layout of the school building and 
grounds can help you connect with your teen when you 
talk about the school day. It’s good to know the location 
of the main of ice, school nurse, cafeteria, gym, athletic 
ields, auditorium, and special classes.

2. Support Homework Expectations
During the high school years, homework gets more 

intense and grades become critical for college plans. 
Students planning to attend college also need to prepare 
for the SATs and/or ACTs. Amid all these changes, many 
teens are learning how to balance academics with extra-
curricular activities, social lives, and jobs.

Make sure your teen has a quiet, well-lit, distraction-
free place to study that’s stocked with supplies. Distrac-
tion-free means no phone, TV, or websites other than 
homework-related resources. Be sure to check in from 
time to time to make sure that your teen hasn’t gotten 
distracted.

Encourage your teen to ask for help. Most teachers are 
available for extra help before or after school, and also 
might be able to recommend other resources.
3. Send Your Teen to School Ready to Learn

A nutritious breakfast fuels up teens and gets them 
ready for the day. In general, teens who eat breakfast have 
more energy and do better in school.

You can help boost your teen’s attention span, con-
centration, and memory by providing breakfast foods 
that are rich in whole grains, iber, and protein, as well 
as low in added sugar. If your teen is running late some 
mornings, send along fresh fruit, nuts, yogurt, or a peanut 
butter and banana sandwich. Many schools provide nutri-
tious breakfast options before the irst bell.
4. Instill Organizational Skills

Learning and mastering the skills of getting organized, 
staying focused, and seeing work through to the end will 
help teens in just about everything they do. But this is 
not usually explicitly taught in high school, so teens can 
bene it from some parental guidance with organization 
and time-management skills.

Parents and guardians can help teens keep assign-
ments and class information together in binders, note-
books, or folders that are organized by subject. Creating 
a calendar will help teens recognize upcoming deadlines 
and plan their time accordingly. Don’t forget to have your 
teen include non-academic commitments on the calendar, 
too.

It also helps for teens to make prioritized daily to-do 
lists, and to study and do homework in a well-lit, quiet, 
orderly workspace. You can remind your teen that when it 
comes to studying and homework, multitasking is a time-
waster. Working in an environment free of distractions 
like TV and texts works best.
5. Offer Help With Studying

Planning is key for helping your teen study while jug-
gling assignments in multiple subjects. Since grades really 
count in high school, planning for studying is crucial for 
success, particularly when your teen’s time is taken up 
with extracurricular activities.

When there’s a lot to study, help your teen to break 
down tasks into smaller chunks and stick to the studying 
calendar schedule so he or she isn’t studying for multiple 
tests all in one night. Remind your teen to take notes in 
class, organize them by subject, and review them at home.

If grades are good, your teen may not need help study-
ing. If grades begin to slip, however, it may be time to step 
in.

You can help your teen review material and study 
with several techniques, like simple questioning, asking 
to provide the missing word, and creating practice tests. 
The more processes the brain uses to handle information 
— such as writing, reading, speaking, and listening — the 
more likely the information will be retained. Repeating 
words, re-reading passages aloud, re-writing notes, or vi-
sualizing or drawing information all help the brain retain 
data.

Even if your teen is just re-reading notes, offer to quiz 
him or her, focusing on any facts or ideas that are proving 
troublesome. Encourage your teen to do practice prob-
lems in math or science. If the material is beyond your 
abilities, recommend seeking help from a classmate or 
the teacher, or consider connecting with a tutor (some 
schools have free peer-to-peer tutoring programs).

Tips for High School Success
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The Paint Branch PTSA will be hosting a Staff Appreciation 
event on October 29, 5 pm. This is also the night of the 
Northeast Consortium Choice open house at Paint Branch. 

Donations of snacks, desserts, and salads are greatly appreci-
ated. They can be dropped off at the main of ice or brought to the 
principal’s team room after school. We would like to request that 
disposable containers be used for your donated goods or label 
them and arrange to pick them up by November 2. 

On December 15, the PTSA would like to offer an assortment 
of festive cookies and desserts to show our appreciation for the 
marvelous teachers and staff at Paint Branch.  The staff will enjoy 
beverages such as coffee and water with with their goodies.

Please contact Sara Cumberland at pbhsappreciation@gmail.
com, if you would be willing to bake or bring in a plate of cookies, 
other dessert item, or k-cups for coffee.  Food and coffee can 
be dropped off that morning by you or your child in the Main 
Of ice. Please plan to send it in on a disposable plate or put your 
name on the platter and plan to pick it back up in the Main Of-
ice within two days. It would help to list the ingredients to help 

those staff members who are on a special diet.

 We will also need parent volunteers to help with set up at 
7:00 a.m. and with clean up at noon.  We will be in the Principal’s 
Team Room #1024. We look forward to conducting well sup-
ported Staff Appreciation events. It relays our beliefs about our 
PB staff members!

CHANGE THOSE CLOCKS!
Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, 
November 1st at 2:00 am! Remember to 

turn your clocks back one hour. Change the 
batteries in your smoke detectors too. It can 

double your chances of surviving a home 
fi re. Although more than 90% of homes in 

the U.S. have smoke detectors, one-third are 
estimated to have dead or missing batteries.

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER CALENDAR
(a complete listing is on the PBHS web site Events Calendar)

October 12 Open House District-wide (elementary, 
  middle schools and high schools)

October 14 Schoolwide PSAT, Accuplacer

  Math Honor Society Induction
  Ceremony, LAP

October 15 Paint Branch College Fair, 8:30 am-12   
  pm

  Blood Drive

October 16 No School—Professional Day

October 20 Honor Roll Party

  PTSA Meeting, 6:30 pm, Principal’s
  Team Room

October 24 2nd Annual Panther Pride Showcase   
  Marching Band Competition

October 28 Cluster Concert, Auditorium, 7-8 pm

October 29 Northeast Consortium Choice Open 
  House at Paint Branch HS, 7 pm

October 30 Pep Rally, Gym

   Homecoming Football Game vs. 
  Northwood
 
  First Marking Period Ends 

October 31  Homecoming Dance, 8:00-11:00 pm

November 2  No School—Professional Day

November 3  Second Marking Period Begins

November 11  9th Grade Report Card Night,
  5:30-8:00 pm

November 12  Report Card Distribution

November 13, 14 Fall Play—Charlotte’s Web
  7:00 pm, Auditorium

November 14 Winter Sports Begin 

  Stop Hunger Community Service
  Cafeteria, 8 am-2 pm

November 17 PTSA Meeting, 6:30 pm, Principal’s
  Team Room 

November 20 Fall Play—Charlotte’s Web
  7:00 pm, Auditorium 

November 21 Fall Play—Charlotte’s Web
  2 p.m. and 7:00 pm, Auditorium

November 25 Early Release—Thanksgiving

November 26, 27 No School—Thanksgiving

Show Our Staff That They’re 
Making a Difference!
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Paint Branch High School
Parent Teacher Student Association
2015-2016 Membership & Donation

The PBHS PTSA Fights for Your Share of MCPS Resources!
AND ... We help fund these programs and activities

Join us today and help turn our new building into a home for the community!
* As a PTSA member, you’ll electronically receive the PBHS Student Directory for the 2014-15 school year!

Your e-mail address will be added to paintbranchnet, the email news service from the PTSA, unless you check here:  ☐

Staff Appreciation
Student Awards

After Prom

Cultural Arts Events
SAT/ACT Practice Tests

Special Needs Committee

School Beautification
Community Partner Award

PTSA Grants

TYPE DUES NAME PHONE E-MAIL SUBTOTAL
ADULT MEMBER $15.00
ADULT MEMBER $15.00
STUDENT
MEMBER

$8.00

STUDENT
MEMBER

$8.00

DONATION**

CHECK # _______ OR CASH AMOUNT $ ______
TOTAL

Send this form along with your check payable to PBHS PTSA to:
Paint Branch High School PTSA

14121 Old Columbia Pike
Burtonsville, MD 20866

Or have your student bring the form and payment to the Main Of ice at school. 

Want to pay by credit card? 
Check out our website http://paintbranchhsptsa.my-ptsa.org/ 

for Credit Card payment option.

I AM AVAILABLE TO VOLUNTEER: 
☐ DURING THE DAY

☐ ONLY IN THE EVENING
☐ DAY OR EVENING
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The PBHS Educational Foundation exists to provide 
inancial support to staff and students of Paint 

Branch High School.  Your Foundation spends 
nearly 100% of all funds raised in two ways.

1) Mini-grants to teachers/staff that provide inan-
cial support for educational activities that are not in the 
MCPS budget.  Your educational Foundation has invest-
ed over $15,000 to staff.  Examples include:

• Bio-diversity projects for 120 students
• Chorus and Band performances at the Atlanta 

Festival
• Grow Light system for use by 400 biology stu-

dents
• Funds to build a second TV production set and 

zoom lenses for photojournalist students
• Measurement equipment for a Physics Video 

Studio
2) Scholarships to graduating seniors that can be 

used for higher education costs including college, tech-

nical and trade schools.  Since 2009 the Foundation has 
invested over $20,000 in scholarships to seniors.

Through twitter and Facebook accounts you receive 
neighborhood opportunities, scholarship information 
and school-based activities for students and the wider 
community.  

As you consider a charitable contribution this year 
that will directly impact the entire school community, 
think of the PBHS Educational Foundation.  All  of your 
donations are completely tax-deductible.  Make your 
gift today by visiting the website and read more about 
how your contributions are used. 

Website http://pbhsfoundation.net 
Follow us on twitter@pbhsfoundation
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/PBHSEd-

Foundation

Kim Jones
PBHS Foundation Board Member

Paint Branch Educational Foundation, Inc.

Safeway is no longer participat-
ing in the eScrip program. So, 
contributions are no longer 

based on your purchases when you 
shop at any Safeway stores.

During the 2014-2015 school 
year, the Foundation earned ap-
proximately $1,200 – enough to 
fund two mini-grants to staff or 
two scholarships to seniors. So, this 
source of support will be missed.

One important thing to remem-
ber is that eScrip is not ending, 
just the association they have with 
Safeway. The $1,200 the Foundation 
earned was primarily from Safeway 
contributions, but it also earned a 
much smaller amount – less than 
$50 – from the other eScrip part-
ners.

What we are hoping is that you 
will remember us when shopping 
online – and use the click through 
from our website to the eScrip 
online mall, which includes sites 
such as amazon.com! Increasing our 
income from online shopping will 

help offset the great loss from the 
end of Safeway’s contributions.

Before you shop online, just go 
to our eScrip info page (http://
pbhsfoundation.net/wp/escrip/)
and scroll down to the eScrip Online 
Mall logo. Click on it, and a new 
window will open. It will ask you 
to login or register; If you want to 
register, then all you need provide 
is an email address and your name. 
You must also specify when you 
register which organization you are 
supporting. 

You are allowed to select up 
to three, so you can support your 
other children’s schools too! If you 
do not want to sign up, then you can 
sign-in use the following email ad-
dress we set up – pbefescrip@gmail.
com – no password required! Any 
online shopping you do after that 
will bene it our organization, and 
thus our school! 

Learn more about How to use 
the Online Mall at http://www.scre-
encast.com/t/g9S5sqXqV.

eScrip also has a dining rewards 
component. If you register your 
credit card in your account pro ile, 
whenever you use it when eating 
out at certain restaurants, we will 
get a percentage of what you spend. 
Learn more about eScrip Dining.

Of course, we would also love 
any direct donations you might be 
willing to make to help offset this 
loss in income. 

We always want to do more for 
our students and staff and are only 
limited by the amount of money we 
can raise! For direct donations, go to 
http://www.pbhsfoundation.net/. 

What Happens to the Money?

Safeway and eScrip Update
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The College and Career Center

OCTOBER

1 8:30 am, University of Maryland Baltimore  
 County

6  12 pm, Temple University (PA)

6 1:30 pm, James Madison University (VA)

9 8:30 am, Old Dominion University (VA)

9 9:30 am, Elon University (NC)

9 12 pm, Drexel University (PA)

12 8 am, Hollins University (VA)

12  9 am, University of South Carolina, Aiken

13 10 am, Penn State University (PA)

15 8:30 am, Paint Branch College Fair

19 9 am, University of South           
 Carolina, Columbia (SC)

19 10 am, St. John’s University (NY)

20 12 pm, University of the Sciences (PA)

21 1 pm, West Virginia Wesleyan College

22 8:30 am, Colgate University (NY)

22 10 am, Stony Brook University (NY)

26 9 am, Stratford University (VA)

27 1 pm, Rider University (NJ)

30 12 pm, Saint Joseph’s University (PA)

30  1 pm, George Mason University (VA)

NOVEMBER

9 12 pm, Ferrum College (VA) 

Upcoming 
College VisitsAt this time of year, college 

visits and scholarships 
are on the minds of many 

students. Seniors should take 
the opportunity to visit colleges 
before they make a decision as to 
where they would like to attend. 
If possible, it is best to visit the 
campus on a school day so you 
can talk to students about their 
experiences and, maybe, speak 
with a professor. 

In addition to the weekday 
visits, most colleges offer week-
end visits with programs de-
signed to showcase campus life.

Scholarship opportuni-
ties come into the College and 
Career Center each week. Al-
though mainly for seniors, some 
are open to other grade levels. 
Scholarships can be based on a 
major, ethnicity, academic merit, 
community service and inancial 
need. 

Maureen Murphy, PBHS’s 
College and Career Information 

Coordinator, maintains a Schol-
arship page on the Paint Branch 
website. Students should check 
the site by Friday of each week 
to see if new scholarships have 
been added. Students are also en-
couraged to stop in and see Mrs. 
Murphy if they have questions 
about the scholar- ships.

For those who may not have 
decided on a career yet, we 
will offer the Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude Battery, or 
ASVAB, on Tuesday, November 
03, 2015 from 8:30 to 11 am. 
This multi-aptitude test assess-
ment is open to seniors, juniors 
and sophomores who would like 
to explore occupations of interest 
based on their current knowl- 
edge and skills. The test is free, 
but students must sign up in the 
College/Career Center to partici-
pate.

For more information, please 
contact Mrs. Murphy at 301-388-
9912 or Maureen_F_Murphy@ 
mcpsmd.org.

Montgomery County Public Schools be-
lieves that service learning addresses recog-
nized community needs and is connected to 
curriculum goals. 

Quality service learning provides the 
student with knowledge, skills, attitudes, and 
career exploration opportunities that lead 
to effective citizenship in an increasingly 
diverse and interconnected world.

Students are required to earn 75 student 
service learning hours to graduate. If your 
student is looking for service opportunities 
to ful ill this requirement, the county’s own 
SSL website offers an extensive list of orga-
nizations and opportunities available. Those 
marked with a graduation cap icon are pre-
approved; those that do not include that icon 
must irst be approved by our SSL Coordina-
tor before the student can earn hours. 

The website is www.mcpsssl.org; under 
“Most Requested,” select “Find SSL Commu-
nity Opportunities” to begin your search.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: November 14, 8 
am-2 pm. Paint Branch holds its annual Stop 
Hunger Now Community Service project.

Looking for SSL Opportunities?

Pictured below:

Paint Branch High 
School students and 
staff members helped 
pack meals for Stop 
Hunger Now, a non-
pro it hunger relief 
organization.
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The Paint Branch High School Marching Band will 
host its 2nd USBands competition on Saturday, October 
24, 2015, at 4:30 pm. 

Last year’s event drew bands from more than 10 
high schools from across Maryland. This year, the fol-
lowing bands are expected to perform and compete:

Century High School - Sykesville MD
Quince Orchard High School - Gaithersburg MD
Paint Branch High School - Burtonsville MD
Middletown High School  - Middletown MD
Chopticon High School - Morganza MD
Rockville High School  - Rockville MD
Briar Woods High School - Ashburn VA
Thomas S. Wootton High School - Rockville MD
Watkins Mill High School - Gaithersburg MD
Atholton High School - Columbia MD
Falls Church High School - Falls Church VA
Magruder High School - Rockville MD
Yorktown High School - Arlington VA
USBands is a division of Youth Education in the 

Arts (www.yea.org), and is a nationwide competitive 

circuit for scholastic band programs. The Paint Branch 
High School Marching Band has been participating in 
USBands for many years under director Sean Kirchhoff 
and his staff.

There will be food and drink available for purchase 
at the stadium. All proceeds from this competition will 
go towards the Paint Branch Instrumental Music Boost-
ers, and will be used to further aid in the purchase of 
items such as new instruments and music where county 
and state funds fall short.

We are looking for volunteers to help make this 
competition a huge success; both adults and students. 
Students will be able to get SSL hours. Contact Booster 
President Linda Lee at olidren@gmail.com if you are 
interested in volunteering. All volunteers will need to 
attend a brief training the week before the competition. 

We are also accepting ads from local businesses for 
the competition program, and donations to sponsor 
our trophy awards. For any questions regarding ads or 
trophy sponsorship, please contact Sean Kirchhoff at 
Sean_M_Kirchhoff@mcpsmd.org  or 301-388-9935.

Come to Paint Branch on October 24th at 4:30 pm to 
enjoy some music and marching and see your friends 
from Paint Branch and other area high schools perform 
at our irst home marching band competition!

Marching Band to Host 2nd Panther Pride Showcase Competition, Oct. 24

The Paint Branch High School 
instrumental music program has 
a serious problem - it is grow-
ing! While this is a great problem 
to have, it means there aren’t 
enough instruments, uniforms or 
music for each student.

You can help by supporting 
the largest PBHS Music Program 
Fundraiser of the year by pur-
chasing delicious, fresh citrus 
from Florida Indian River Groves. 
Your fruit — oranges, grapefruit 
or tangelos —will be harvested 
the very same day it’s shipped, 
ensuring that you receive fruit 
that is only hours off of the tree. 
In addition to a local delivery at 
Paint Branch High School, you 
also can order fruit on-line to be 
delivered anywhere in the U.S.! It 
makes a great gift!

“The music program continues 
to grow, with record numbers of 
students in the program,” says 

Sean Kirchhoff, PBHS instrumen-
tal music director. “As a result, 
new instruments, concert apparel 
and uniforms are needed and 
other instruments are in desper-
ate need of repair. Having more 
students participating in music 

programs is a great problem 
to have; however, the shortage 
of uniforms, concert dress and 
instruments is becoming quite 
signi icant.”

“The citrus sale is the largest 
fundraiser for the program.” said 
Kirchhoff. “We are hopeful that 

the community will come out in 
full force this year to support the 
music program.”

To support the PBHS in-
strumental music program’s 
citrus fundraiser, order online 
at https://www. loridaindian-
rivergroves.com/orderFundrais-
ing_pre11.asp?OrgId=288755. 
Customers also can order directly 
from a PBHS instrumental stu-
dent.

The sale ends on October 23, 
and the delicious citrus will be 
available for pick-up at the school 
during the week before Thanks-
giving. Mail order gifts will be 
shipped in mid-December.

The music boosters are offer-
ing 10, 20 and 40 pound options, 
which can meet anyone’s budget. 
It is the freshest, best tasting 
citrus you can buy.

FRESH FRUIT FOR SALE!
Instrumental Music Program Announces Annual Citrus Sale
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Please consider joining the PBHS Instrumen-
tal Music Boosters for the 2015-2016 school 
year. We support all of our instrumental music 

programs at Paint Branch and NOW is the time to get 
involved!

To help us achieve our objectives to support all PBHS 
Instrumental Music Programs, just ill out the attached 
application, attach a check made out to the PBHS Instru-
mental Music Boosters and mail it to the school. The 
address is on the form. Or, send it in with your child in 

an envelope ATTN: Sean Kirchhoff and have them bring 
it to the front of ice.

The Instrumental Music Boosters meet the irst 
Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm in the Band Room. 
All are welcome to attend.

For additional information and/or questions, please 
contact Linda Lee at olidren@gmail.com. Thank you for 
supporting Paint Branch Instrumental Music!

PBHS Instrumental Music Booster Club Membership Application

Please join! Just $20.00 helps us achieve our objectives to support all PBHS Music Programs.

(Please print)
Name:  __________________________________________________________    
Phone:   __________________________________________________________   
Email Address:  ________________________________________________________   
Student’s Name:   _____________________________________________________  
   

☐ PBHS Instrumental Music Family Membership ($20)
☐ PBHS Instrumental Music Forte Membership ($50)

 ☐ PBHS Instrumental Music Grandissimo Membership ($100)

Membership applications can be returned to:
PBHS Instrumental Music Boosters 14121 Old Columbia Pike Burtonsville, MD 20866

Attn: Sean Kirchhoff

Support Paint Branch HS Instrumental Music!
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Join the Paint Branch High School Athletic Association
The vision of the Paint Branch 

High School Athletic Association 
is to promote the school’s athletic 
teams and to increase the Paint 
Branch community’s support of our 
athletic program.

This all-volunteer club is com-
prised of families and community 
members interested in supporting 
all athletic teams at Paint Branch. 
This club assists the PBHS Athletic 
Department’s objective of provid-
ing a positive and comprehensive 
athletic experience for all student-
athletes. The Association’s major ob-
jectives are:
• Fundraising: Plan and conduct 

activities to bene it PBHS ath-
letic teams.

• Communications: Serve as a li-
aison between the PB Athletic 
Department and the PB sports 
community.

• Publicity: Promote PBHS 
sports—both within and out-
side of PBHS.

• Team Support: Assist coaches 
by performing tasks that bene it 
the team.

Our PBHS sports community is 
a wonderfully diverse and commit- 
ted group of athletes, coaches, ad-
ministrators, parents, and fans.

The spirit of cooperation among 
all, a long-standing trait of this pro-

gram, has continually promoted the 
success of our athletic teams. The 
sportsmanship and camaraderie 
displayed by our athletes and fans 
are a re lection of the commitment 
to excel.

As a result, our school’s athletic 
program is well-recognized and re-
spected – on and off the ield. This 
tradition is evidenced by the:
• Numerous championship tro-

phies and banners on display at 
Paint Branch;

• Continued success of teams in 
all realms of competition;

• Ongoing recognition for superb 
sportsmanship by the

• county; and
• Energetic support of teams by 

fans at contests throughout the 
year.

Paint Branch Athletic Teams
Fall Teams:

Cheerleading (Co-ed V and JV)
Cross Country (Co-ed)
Field Hockey (Girls V and JV)
Football (Boys V and JV)
Golf (Co-ed)
Allied Team Handball (Co-ed)
Poms (Girls)
Soccer (Boys V and JV)
Soccer (Girls V and JV)
Tennis (Girls)
Volleyball (Girls V and JV)

Winter Teams:
Basketball (Boys V and JV)
Basketball (Girls V and JV)
Cheerleading (Co-ed V)
Indoor Track & Field (Co-ed)
Poms (Girls)
Swimming/Diving (Co-ed)
Uni ied Bocce
Wrestling (Boys V and JV)

Spring Teams:
Allied Softball
Baseball (Boys V and JV)
Lacrosse (Boys V and JV)
Lacrosse (Girls V and JV)
Softball (Girls V and JV)
Tennis (Boys)
Outdoor Track & Field (Co-ed)
Boys Volleyball
Co-Ed Volleyball

Please join the Paint Branch Athletic Association. The cost to join is just $20.00 per family. We need your help and support! 
There are also additional giving levels, should you wish to make a tax-deductible donation in support of Paint Branch athletic 
programs.

PBHS Athletic Association Membership Application

(Please print)
Name: ____________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________________
Student’s Name/Grade: ______________________________
Student’s Sport: ____________________________________

☐ Paint Branch Family Membership ($20)
☐ Burgundy and Gold Membership ($50)
☐ Panther Club Membership* ($100)

* 2 season passes (seasons of your choice) with Panther Club 

Paint Branch Athletic Association is a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t as-
sociation. Your contribution is tax deductible.
Please make checks payable to PBHS Athletic Association.
Please check here if you are interested in any of the following 
volunteer opportunities:
■ Work concessions (fall)
■ Work concessions (winter)
■ Work concessions (spring)
■ Help with mulch sale
■ Help with banner sales campaign
■ Help with awards night(s)
■ Other (any other ways you feel you can help out)

Membership applications can be returned to : PBHS Athletic Association, 14121 Old Columbia Pike, Burtonsville, MD 20866.
For additional information and/or questions, please contact Anita Vigna at anitavigna@aol.com.
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The next newsletter
deadline will be

Friday, November 20
for the combined
December 2015/

January 2016
issue.

Send articles to
pwcampbell@earthlink.net

Paulette W. Campbell
Editor

Patti Twigg
Proofreader

Paint Branch High School
14121 Old Columbia Pike
Burtonsville, MD 20866
301-388-9900
www.paintbranchhighschool.org

Principal:
Dr. Myriam Rogers

Assistant Principals:
Ms. Dollye McClain
Ms. Tracy Pettis-Jones
Mr. Kevin Yates
Mr. Ricardo Hernandez

I DRIVE SMART SUPPORTS THE PTSA
• The region’s very best driving school 

supports the Panthers!
• All instruction is delivered by law en-

forcement professionals ... driver’s ed 
taught by cops!

• We conveniently pick up and drop off 
right at the high school!

• Buy IDS raffl e tix at any home football 
game!

Take a chance on our raffl e...and not on the roads...
and support the Panthers and the PTSA!

Raffl e Winner receives a 
complete MD training package (worth 

$599). Even a losing ticket is worth $50 
off any MD driving package.

DRIVER’S ED TAUGHT BY COPS
Maryland Virginia Washington, DC

855-IDS-COPS (855-437-2677)
www.idrivesmart.com


