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Kicking Off the Second Semester

A
 s we kick off the

New Year and the

second half of the

school year we look forward

to a wide variety of upcoming

events, SATs, college admis-

sions, scholarship awards,

both athletic and academic,

and maybe even a week

without a snow day.

Driver education courses are

coming up for all of the new

drivers coming on board.

Remember—no texting behind

the wheel; stay alert and safe,

and remember to look out for

the other driver as well as

yourself.

As the days get warmer and

the state legislature in

Annapolis starts to settle

down, the real battles for

school construction funding,

eliminating MSAs, minimum

wage bills and the burden of

proof become hot topics this

session. Remember to do your

part and get informed about

the issues facing our area and

what we as a community can

do to turn these and other

worthy bills into law.

As many of our students reach

the legal age to vote, we as

parents and staff members

must set an example and

register to vote, whether in this

county our your home county,

if we really want to make a

difference in the lives of our

families, friends and students.

So get out and vote this up-

coming election; get informed

about the candidates, the issues

facing our area and our county,

our future and the future of our

students depend on it.

Upcoming PTSA Meetings
• Tuesday, March 18th

Community Connections: learn
more about the school bell times
recommendation and give us
your input

• Wednesday, Aril 2nd

Community Connections: visit the
Science and Media Expo

Meetings are held in the Principal’s
Team Room (room 1024); general
membership meetings start at
6:30 pm, followed by Community
Connections at 7:00 pm unless
otherwise noted. Each month we
focus on a different area of the
school community. Please join us!

(continued on page 2)

Celebrating Our Students

T
hank you so much for

a great first semester!

Students entered the

New Year ready for success.

Please join me in celebrating

our students for working

hard and focusing on their

academics. Student success

continues to increase as we

move further into the school

year. 612 students achieved

Honor Roll status after the 2nd

quarter. This is an increase of

more than 25% (129 students+)

from first quarter! WOW PB!

We will be recognizing our

panthers during a special

event on March 6th.

In addition to academics, our

students found great success

with activities, arts, and

athletics throughout the first

semester.  We applaud the

efforts of our musicians,

singers, dancers, artists,

Thespians, club members,

class officers, and athletes for

their continued awesome

work and dedication to our

school community.

As we move forward with

planning for the next school

year and student programs, we

are pleased to share an

introduction to APEX, AVID

and Academies with more

information to come...

APEX—The APEX Scholars

program is designed as a four

year course of study through

which students follow a

comprehensive curriculum

combining accelerated honors

level and Advanced Place-

ment® level course work. The

course of study provides

students with a broad, general

(continued on page 3)

Let’s not forget the upcoming

sessions on bell times in

MCPS schools and what that



Panther Press Page 2 March/April 2014

The Second Semester
(continued from page 1)

will mean to our incoming

freshman and maybe even our

current freshman and sopho-

mores if changed, so read up

on this issue, come out to the

upcoming PTSA sponsored

event on bell times and voice

your opinion both as parents,

staff and students.

Enough about politics: let’s

talk about some great events

happening right here inside our

own school walls, including

athletic scholarships awarded to

deserving athletes  and academic

honors for many of our scholar

students. We had many student

success stories in various areas

this past winter—track and field

honors at the state level, basket-

ball and wrestling success

stories, and many other events in

science, math and even drama.

One of our students has even

written a book that will be

hitting the shelves in the near

future. Way to go students—

the PTSA, staff, and parents

of these wonderful students

are extremely proud of your

accomplishments and we wish

you much success in the

future.

We will have more informa-

tion pertaining to our upcoming

graduation ceremony for our

Seniors, Prom and After-Prom,

a special prom and tuxedo

event for our students, and

many other events to keep an

eye out for in our next edition

of the PTSA newsletter, so

look out for the next issue, be

safe, keep your head up, and

wear your Panther Pride

proudly.

— Larry E. Edmonds
PTSA President

The College/Career Center

As our seniors make their

final choices on which

colleges they will attend, and

we get ready to send them off

to their futures, our juniors

begin their journey of looking

at colleges.  Hopefully, many

of our juniors have taken or

registered to take one of the

SATs or ACTs scheduled for

this spring.  If not, please

encourage your student to

register by April 4th to take the

May 3rd SAT or register by

May 9th to take the June 7th

SAT, which will be held here at

Paint Branch.  If your student

prefers to take the ACT, it

will be administered in June.

This will give them a chance to

see where their strengths and

weaknesses are; study over the

summer; and, take one or both

of the tests again in the fall.

The ACT will be given in

September and the SAT will

once again be administered

here at Paint Branch in

October.  Registration for the

SAT can be done online at

www.collegeboard.org and the

ACT at www.actstudent.org.

You can pick up study guides

for both in the College/Career

Center.

We will have an opportunity

to take the Junior Class on a

field trip to the National

College Fair on April 10th.

For many, this will be the first

time they meet representatives

from colleges, universities,

trade and/or vocational

schools from all across the

country.  With spring break

coming up in

April, it’s a

good time

for juniors

and their

parents to think

about visiting some college

campuses.  Remember,

colleges are in session during

our spring break.

We will be offering workshops

and school tours again this

summer.  Watch for the

information coming in the next

few months.

For more information, please

contact Maureen Murphy,

College/Career Information

Coordinator, at 301-388-9912

or Maureen_F_Murphy@

mcpsmd.org.

PTSA Nominations

A Nominating Committee

 has been formed to identify

candidates for next year’s PBHS

PTSA Officers. The committee

will submit candidates who are

interested in serving on the board

as President, Vice President,

Treasurer, and Secretary.

If you would like more infor-

mation or would like to

nominate someone, please

contact one of the Nominating

Committee members before

March 17th: Liz Collins at

Nora_E_Collins@mcpsmd.org

or 202-731-6808; Susan

Quinn at cojana3@gmail.com

or 301-879-7199; or Debbie

VanDemark at vandemarks@

comcast.net or 301-890-0046.

A slate of officers will be

presented at our April PTSA

meeting; the election will be

held at our May 20th meeting.

Time to
Change
The Clocks
Again...
Daylight Savings
Time begins on
Sunday, March
9th at 2:00 am.
Don’t forget to
set your clocks
ahead one hour!
Check the
batteries in your
smoke detectors
also to ensure
that they are
functioning
properly.
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background in many academic

areas at levels appropriate to

highly academically gifted

and motivated learners. The

program setting includes a

combination of both heteroge-

neously and homogeneously

grouped classes integrated

within the whole school. More

information and applications

will be shared in March.

AVID—AVID targets students

in the academic middle—

B, C, and even D students—

who have the desire to go to

college and the willingness to

work hard. These are students

who are capable of completing

rigorous curriculum but are

not working to their potential.

Students will be selected to

enroll in the AVID program

after an application process.

For one class period a day,

AVID students learn organi-

zational and study skills,

work on critical thinking and

asking probing questions, get

academic help from peers and

college tutors, and participate

in enrichment and motiva-

tional activities that make

college attainable. Research

proves that as students’

progress in AVID, their self-

images improve, and they

become academically success-

ful leaders and role models

for other students. Students

have been invited to meetings

this week to learn about

AVID. For more information,

please email Ms. Crump at

Karen_L_Crump@mcpsmd.org.

9/10 Academy—The academy

is staffed with its own

dedicated teaching faculty and

counselor to create an intact

community for the transition

years—grades 9 and 10. These

academies will be organized

Celebrating Our Students
(continued from page 1)

around interdisciplinary

teacher teams that have

students and planning times in

common. Academies support

personalized relationships

among and between students

and teachers. The teaming of

teachers and student support

more consistent classroom

composition and student peer

groups while decreasing

anonymity and increasing

students’ sense of community.

Students have a consistent

group of teachers who are

committed to their success,

and teachers have a chance to

coordinate their coursework to

better meet the needs of their

students. Paint Branch will be

implementing a pilot program

with a limited number of seats

in 2014-2015. More informa-

tion and applications will be

shared in March.

Our programs are designed to

meet our student needs at Paint

Branch High School. We want

all of our students to achieve

their highest potential and we

will help them. You are urged

to connect with our school

through the use of emails,

phone calls, or meetings.

Please contact teachers and

counselors as soon as you have

a question. Communicate early

and communicate often. As a

school, we help our parents to

stay involved using a variety

of tools including Twitter,

ConnectEd, our website, and

Edline. Edline contains helpful

information that includes home-

work assignments, grades,

attendance and upcoming

major projects, test, and quiz

dates. Please check it often.

I close this letter with the

vision and belief that we will

continue on our path to

greatness. The path depends on

all of us working together to

reinforce the importance of

education and the need for

strong work habits to be

competitive in a global society.

Please join the Paint Branch

staff in shaping our students

into responsible, active and

successful citizens.

— Dr. Myriam A. Rogers
Principal

March/April Calendar
(a complete listing is on the PBHS web site Events Calendar)

March 12 ........... Senior Parent Graduation Meeting, 7:00 pm

March 13 ........... Spring Sports “Meet the Coaches” Night,
7:00 pm

March 14 ........... Psychology Fair

March 14, 15 ..... Spring Musical—”Working” 7:00 pm,
Auditorium

March 18 ........... PTSA Meeting, 6:30 pm, Principal’s Team
Room

March 19 ........... NEC and Sherwood Quad Cluster Meeting,
7:00 pm, White Oak Community Recreation
Center

March 20 ........... Junior Parent Meeting

March 27 ........... 3rd Marking Period Ends

Senior Banquet

March 28 ........... No School—Professional Day

April 2 ................ PTSA Meeting, 6:30 pm, Principal’s Team
Room

Science & Media Expo

April 4 ................ Documentation of 260 SSL Hours Due for
Certificate of Meritorious Service for Seniors

April 7 ................ HSA, Biology (Seniors Only)

April 8 ................ HSA, Algebra (Seniors Only)
International Night, 6:30 pm

April 9 ................ HSA, English (Seniors Only)

Report Cards Distributed

April 10 .............. College Fair for Juniors

April 12 .............. ACT at Springbrook HS

April 14-18 ........ No School—Spring Break

April 21 .............. No School—Easter

April 23 .............. Readers Make Leaders Breakfast

April 28 .............. Community Day/Town Hall Meeting with
Dr. Starr, 7:30 pm, Paint Branch

April 30 .............. NHS Induction

May 1 ................ New to AP Night (for 9th Grade Families)

May 3 ................ SAT at Springbrook HS

21, 22
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Educational Foundation Scholarships Available

The Paint Branch High School

Educational Foundation

is pleased to seek applications

for our scholarship program.

Our vision is to support Paint

Branch High School (PBHS); its

students, staff and families. With

this in mind, we will be funding

up to seven one-time scholar-

ships for $500.00 to $1000.00

this spring. These will include

five $500.00 scholarships from

the PB Educational Foundation,

one $500.00 scholarship from

the Flexel Corporation, and one

$1000.00 Jeanette Dixon scholar-

ship from the Athletic Associa-

tion (formerly Athletic Boosters).

The requirements for each

scholarship are listed below:

For all scholarships:

• All applicants must be Paint

Branch seniors planning to

further their education; either

at a 4-year college, 2-year

college or trade school.

Scholarship winners will have

the checks made out to the

school the student ultimately

chooses to attend, NOT to the

student.

• All three types of scholarships

require the 500 word essay

below.

• All three types of scholarships

require an unofficial transcript

to be emailed with the

application.

Five $500.00 Educational

Foundation Scholarships

Requirements:

• All three of the above require-

ments need to be fulfilled.

One $500.00 Flexel Corporation

Scholarship Requirements:

• All three of the above

requirements need to be

fulfilled.

• Student must have a minimum

unweighted GPA of 3.5.

• Student must be planning to

major in a Science, Technol-

ogy, Engineering or Math-

ematics (STEM) field. Please

list your intended major in the

heading of the essay.

As an additional opportunity  for

the student selected for the Flexel

Scholarship: The student selected

for the Flexel scholarship will

be interviewed for a six week

paid summer internship at Flexel

Corporation. The internship is

separate from the scholarship.

In other words, the student who

wins this scholarship will have an

opportunity beyond the scholar-

ship to intern, but it is not a

requirement for winning the

scholarship.

One $1000.00 Jeanette Dixon

Scholarship sponsored by the

Paint Branch Athletic Association:

• All three of the above require-

ments need to be fulfilled.

• Student must have a minimum

unweighted GPA of 3.0.

• Student must have earned a

minimum of one varsity letter.

Please list all varsity letters

earned.

• Student must have a recom-

mendation letter from a

community member attesting

to the students’ leadership

skills or community involve-

ment.

Essay

In honor of the life of Nelson

Mandela, South Africa’s first

black President from 1994-1999,

and the first elected chief

executive in a fully representative

democratic election, our scholar-

ship topic is inspired by his life

and commitment to education.

Nelson Mandela once said:

“Education is the most powerful

weapon which you can use to

change the world.”  How is

your education at Paint Branch

the tool to help you change the

world?

We are asking students to interpret

this quote, relate it to their time

here at Paint Branch High School

and to their educational future in

an essay of 500 words or less.

Instructions

All three types of scholarships are

open to current seniors, who will

be furthering their education in

the fall at college, community

college, or trade school. Payments

will be made directly to the school

of their choice.

Essays and unofficial transcripts

must be submitted electronically

no later than Monday, March 31,

2014 by midnight to Brian

Eichenlaub, Foundation President,

at Brian_E_Eichenlaub@

mcpsmd.org. For the Flexel

Corporation Scholarship, the

student needs to list what they

will major in along with their

essay and unofficial transcript.

For the Jeanette Dixon Scholar-

ship, the students need to list the

varsity letter(s) earned and send

the recommendation letter along

with their essay and unofficial

transcript.

The Foundation Board of

Directors (BOD) will then select

a shortlist of applicants to

interview and discuss their essay

orally with the BOD as the final

part of the com-petition. The date

for the interviews is May 1, 2014

at 2:30 pm.

The Board of Directors reserves

the right to award fewer than

seven scholarships if insufficient

qualified submissions are

received.

Please be sure to include the

following information in the

header of your essay: name,

phone, address and email

address AND scholarship you

are applying for.  You may apply

for all three categories, just be

sure to list that at the top of the

essay and make sure you meet the

requirements of each scholarship

type.

If you have any questions please

contact Brian Eichenlaub at

Brian_E_Eichenlaub@mcpsmd.org

or at 301-929-2184.
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Dear Panther Parents, 

 
Are you and your student looking forward to one of the most exciting memories you can share together, 

the J u n i o r - Senior Prom?  It can also be a night when they feel compelled to have too much of a 

good time. Unfortunately, this is also the night when more tragic and fatal auto accidents take place than 

any other night throughout their senior year. 

 
We would like to invite you to join with other parents and the After-Prom Committee to give your  

junior or senior a lifelong memory to cherish with their children. Together w e  can show them it does 

not take alcohol or drugs to have a good time. There is no need to worry about hosting your own  

party when w e  w i l l  d o  tha t  f o r  y o u —you j u s t   

provide the transportation. 
 

 
The After-Prom Celebration will take place following 

the Junior-Senior Prom on May 16,   2014. The After-

Prom Committee has been encouraging local 

businesses and community members to help fund this 

important event, and we need your support as well.  

We are asking all parents for a modest contribution of 

$20.14 to commemorate this graduation year. 
 

 
The After-Prom committee would l ike to thank you in advance for your support of this memorable 

event; last year we had over 450 students attend and we are looking for an even bigger turn-out this 

year. If you can volunteer your time, we need that as well. 
 

 
Sincerely, 

Larry Edmonds 

After-Prom Committee Chair 2014 
 
 

 

AFTER-PROM CELEBRATION: Immediately following the Prom, 12:00 midnight to 3:00 a.m. 

at the Church of Resurrection, 3315 Greencastle Rd, Burtonsville, MD (at the corner of Greencastle Rd. and 

Old Columbia Pike). The attire is completely casual. We will have the red carpet out for our students; this 

year's events will include games, rides, prizes, food and much more!  All of this is free to all juniors and 

seniors, regardless of whether or not they attend the Prom. Tickets will be available when Prom tickets 

are sold. 

 
 

 
            Please cut off and return to the address below, along with your tax-deductible contribution. 

 

 
Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution o f  $   _ 

Make checks payable to" Paint Branch PTSA After-Prom" and mail to: 

Paint Branch HS, ATTN: After-Prom, 14121 Old Columbia Pike, Burtonsville MD 20866  
 

 
 

                            Volunteers needed: Day/Evening of event – Donate a gift card or prize 
 

Name  Email/Phone   



The Paint Branch PTSA

and SGA are coordinating

“Project Prom” to distribute

prom attire to assist students in

offsetting prom costs. We hope

you can assist in our efforts.

If you have clean, gently used

formal attire, please consider

donating to “Project Prom.”

Our deadline to receive

donations is March 15th.

Donations can be dropped off

in the main office of Paint

Branch High School. For

information, please email

bwoodson0208@gmail.com.

CCRD Job Fair

The College Career

Research & Development

program (CCRD) will be

hosting its first ever Job Fair

this spring, Saturday, May 10th,

from 10:00 am-12:00 noon at

Paint Branch in the cafeteria.

Present will be over 20 large

and small business partners in

the Burtonsville and Silver

Spring communities that have

a history of working with Paint

Branch students in a variety

of ways as well as some

alternative post-secondary

education options that include

Everest College, The Arts

Institute, various military

branches, and the Montgomery

County Fire and Rescue

Services.  This is an oppor-

tunity for all Paint Branch

students thinking about finding

part time employment, summer

employment, or more to come

and gather information about

possible opportunities and even

apply.  Professional attire is

suggested.
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SAT Exam at Paint Branch in June
Don’t forget that the SAT exam will be held at Paint Branch on Saturday,
June 7th. The deadline to register is May 9th. More information can be found
at http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/test-center-code-search.



Support Paint Branch HS Instrumental Music! 
 

      
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

 

Please consider joining the PBHS 

Instrumental Music Boosters for the 2013-

2014 school year. We support all of our 

instrumental music programs at Paint Branch 

and NOW is the time to get involved! 

 

To help us achieve our objectives to support 

all PBHS Instrumental Music Programs, just 

fill out the attached application, attach a 

check made out to the PBHS Instrumental 

Music Boosters and mail it to the school.  

The address is on the form. Or, send it in 

with your child in an envelope ATTN:  

Sean Kirchhoff and have them bring it  

to the front office. 

 

The Instrumental Music Boosters meet the 

first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm in 

the Band Room. All are welcome to attend. 

For additional information and/or questions, 

please contact Yvette Johnson at 

!"##"$%!"&’()*+*"#.  Thank you for 

supporting Paint Branch Instrumental Music! 

,

 

PBHS Instrumental Music Booster Club Membership Application 
 

Please join! Just $20.00 helps us achieve our objectives to support all PBHS Music Programs. 
   (Please print) 

   Name: _______________________________________________________________________________            

        

   Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Studentʼs Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____  PBHS Instrumental Music Family Membership ($20) 

 

_____  PBHS Instrumental Music Forte Membership ($50) 
 

_____  PBHS Instrumental Music Grandissimo Membership ($100) 
 

 

 

,

Membership applications can be returned to: 
PBHS Instrumental Music Boosters 

14121 Old Columbia Pike 

Burtonsville, MD 20866 

Attn: Sean Kirchhoff 

Please consider joining the PBHS
Instrumental Music Boosters for the 2013-

2014 school year. We support all of our

instrumental music programs at Paint Branch
and NOW is the time to get involved!

To help us achieve our objectives to support

all PBHS Instrumental Music Programs, just
fill out the attached application, attach a

check made out to the PBHS Instrumental

Music Boosters and mail it to the school.
The address is on the form. Or, send it in

with your child in an envelope ATTN:

Sean Kirchhoff and have them bring it
to the front office.

The Instrumental Music Boosters meet the

first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm in
the Band Room. All are welcome to attend.

For additional information and/or questions,

please contact Yvette Johnson at
vettej@verizon.net.  Thank you for

supporting Paint Branch Instrumental Music!
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Second Quarter Honor Roll

See the second quarter honor roll: http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/paintbranchhs/news/news.aspx?id=354218

Paint Branch
High School
14121 Old
Columbia Pike

Burtonsville, MD
20866

301-388-9900

www.paintbranch
highschool.org

Principal:

Dr. Myriam Rogers

Assistant
Principals:

Cheryl Holdefer

Dollye McClain

Tracy Pettis-Jones

Damon Monteleone

The next newsletter
deadline will be

Thursday, April 24th

for the combined
May/June 2014 issue.

Send articles to
 jbatchelor@aol.com

Jeanine Batchelor, Editor

Patti Twigg, Proofreader
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SSL Information Night

If you weren’t able to attend

the recent SSL Information

Night, you missed a good time

and a lot of valuable informa-

tion. Here are some highlights

that were covered.

There are all kinds of great

community service out there,

but for an MCPS student

to earn SSL hours for their

service, the volunteering must

also meet these requirements:

• it must be done after the

student’s 5th grade gradua-

tion, and not during school

hours

• it must be done in a public

place

• it must be secular in nature

• it must be supervised by

an (unrelated) adult, who

represents an approved

non-profit

• it must include Preparation,

Action, and Reflection

• it must be documented by

the volunteer and the non-

profit in a thoughtful and

timely manner

Only one SSL hour can be

awarded for each hour a

student works, and only eight

hours can be earned in a single

day.

Some courses have SSL hours

embedded in the curriculum,

and so students earn SSL

hours upon successful comple-

tion of the course work. For

example, 6th grade Science

includes 10 SSL hours; 7th

grade English includes 10

hours; 8th grade Social Studies

includes 10 hours; NSL

awards 15 hours; and other

high school electives may

include SSL work and there-

fore offer additional hours.

There is an SSL Coordinator in

each middle and high school

who is responsible for collect-

ing forms and approving work

done for SSL Hours. Our

SSL Coordinator is Katherine

Brown; she can be reached at

Katherine_Brown@mcpsmd.org.

The MCPS SSL Coordinator,

Kimberly Bloch-Rincan,

can be contacted during

the summer months if there

are SSL questions and the

SSL Coordinator in your

local school is unavailable.

She can be reached at

Kimberly_A_Bloch-

Rincan@mcpsmd.org. More

information can always be

accessed at the Student Service

Learning website at

www.mcpsssl.org.

Be A Student Ambassador

North America Education and Culture, Inc. needs ambassadors

to host high school and junior high school age Chinese students

for one week session(s) of summer camp in Olney, Maryland.

Campers will live with you and your family for one week, attend full

day camp Monday through Friday, and experience living with an

American family. You will provide daily transportation to and from

camp and daily meals. You will help your campers make breakfast and

lunch daily and they will join your family for dinner. Ambassadors

must be able to provide beds for at least two students ($500/week) and

can host up to four campers ($1,000/week.) We will offer two different

one week sessions with new campers each week. You can host for one

or both sessions. All homes will be visited and parents must give their

consent. Camp sessions are in July.

Please contact Mrs. Wanat at wanatmindy@hotmail.com for an

application and/or more information.


