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Principal

May 4, 2010

Dear Senior Parents/Guardians:

It has been a privilege for me to serve as your child’s principal during his/her last year of high school.  We have an outstanding senior class, and I want to ensure that the end of the year is enjoyable for both you and your child.   This packet contains a wealth of important information regarding your child’s last weeks of high school.  

First and foremost, it is critical that seniors continue to attend every class and put forth their best until the very last day.  (The last day for seniors is Friday, May 28.)  Students can lose credit in a class if they have five or more unexcused absences, and colleges have been known to withdraw original acceptance notification if second semester grades decline significantly.  

High School Assessment (HSA) Week: During the week of May 17-21, 2010, many underclass students will be taking HSAs.  Therefore, we will be using special bell schedules for the entire week; a copy of these bell schedules is enclosed (yellow paper).  If a student does not have an HSA on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday of that week, he/she is not required to arrive at school until 10:45 am.  However, school buses will run on their regular schedules; students not taking HSAs can go to the cafeteria or media center for supervised study halls.

Senior Exam Schedule: Seniors will take their exams during their regularly-scheduled class periods May 25-28, according to the schedule below.  After seniors take an exam in a specific class, they do not have to return to that class.  Senior review day is Monday, May 24.  

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	May 24
	May 25
	May 26
	May 27
	May 28

	Review Day
	Periods 6 and 7 Exams
	Periods 4 and 5 Exams
	Periods 2 and 3 Exams
	Period 1

Exams


Financial Obligations:  It is essential that all financial obligations, such as lost textbooks, uniforms, and monetary debts, be paid in a timely manner.  Students with outstanding obligations will not be allowed to participate in prom or graduation.  If you need additional information regarding your child’s account, please contact Ms. York in the Business Office (301-601-4622).  Please note that no personal checks can be accepted from seniors or their families after May 10.

Graduation:  The ceremony will begin promptly at 2:30 pm on Thursday, June 10, 2010, at DAR Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C.  The doors will open for parents, family members, and other guests at 1:30 pm, and each individual must have a ticket.  (Children under 1 year of age will be admitted without a ticket, but they must sit in someone’s lap for the duration of the ceremony.)  Graduating seniors must arrive no later than 1:30 pm, wearing their caps and gowns.  Graduating seniors do not need tickets for entry.  Please note that the doors to Constitution Hall will close at 2:25 pm and will remain closed for the duration of the processional.  If you or a guest has a disability and will require special seating at Constitution Hall, please contact Mr. Tim Britton, assistant principal, at 301-601-4660 no later than Friday, May 21, 2010, so that appropriate accommodations can be arranged.
CONTINUED ON BACK
Please be aware that parking near Constitution Hall is extremely challenging.  Parking on the street costs $2.00 per hour, and there is a strict 2-hour limit.  In addition, if you are driving, you should allow a minimum of one hour to accomplish everything – dropping off family members, parking the car, and walking back to Constitution Hall before the ceremony convenes.  It is highly recommended that all attendees take public transportation or the buses we provide in order to travel to graduation.  

If you would like to order a videotape or DVD of the graduation ceremony, an order form is enclosed (green paper).  Please return this order form to Ms. Lilly Greenlee at Northwest High School by Friday, July 16, 2010.  

Buses to Graduation: Northwest will be providing charter bus transportation to and from graduation for all interested students, parents and guests.  Seats cost $12.00 per person and may be reserved by bringing payment (cash or money order only) to the business office no later than Tuesday, June 8, 2010.  Every person riding a bus on June 10th must show his/her ticket to graduation in order to board the bus.  

Graduation Tickets:  Each graduating senior will be given five (5) tickets for the graduation ceremony.  You may request additional tickets by sending a written request directly to me (via a letter or e-mail).  If you will not use your five (5) allotted tickets, please contact Kathy McCauley, administrative secretary, at 301-601-4620, so that other families can use them.  Tickets will be distributed during lunch May 25th through May 28th (senior exam week).  Tickets that are not picked up by Monday, June 7, 2010 will be re-distributed to other families.

Graduation Rehearsal:  The only way to provide a meaningful and dignified graduation is for everyone to participate in rehearsal.  Rehearsal is mandatory; students who do not participate in rehearsal will not be allowed to participate in the graduation ceremony.  Graduation rehearsal is scheduled from 7:30 am to 10:30 am on Wednesday, June 9, 2010, in the cafeteria.  Graduation caps and gowns will be distributed following the rehearsal.
Senior Trips:  There are no “senior trips” sponsored by Northwest High School.  Activities that are identified as “senior trips” have no official affiliation with Northwest High School.  Parents are strongly encouraged to review these trips very carefully. 

Social Expectations:  Graduation and prom are traditionally two of the most meaningful social events in a student’s life.  However, it is critical that all celebrations are appropriate.  Seniors who either bring alcohol and/or drugs to any school-sponsored events or come to these activities under the influence will not participate in future senior activities including graduation.  A zero-tolerance policy concerning alcohol and drugs will be strictly enforced.  

Senior Pranks:  We strongly discourage such activities.  Although pranks usually begin as humorous activities, they have a tendency to become destructive.  In order to ensure safe and orderly celebratory events, any student involved in destructive pranks will not be allowed to participate in the graduation ceremony and may be referred to the police.

I am looking forward to an exciting end of the school year.  As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance.







Sincerely,

Lance Dempsey
Lance Dempsey







Principal

LD:km

Enclosures:

Class of 2010-Senior Events (Blue Paper)

Special Bell Schedules for HSA Week (Yellow Paper)

Graduation Video Order Form (Green Paper)

After Prom Information (Pink Paper)
