Neelsville Middle School
11700 Neelsville Church Road
Germantown, Maryland 20876


Dear Sixth Grade Parents,

As part of the Montgomery County Public School curriculum, sixth grade students will participate in the Outdoor Education program.  This year, our school has been scheduled at the Skycroft Conference Center, in Middletown, MD from December 12 through December 14 and from December 14 through December 16.  Students will be going to the camp on the following days:

All of Ms. Lieberman’s classes and Mr. Parker’s 7th period science class:  Monday, Dec. 12 to Wednesday, Dec. 14	             All of Mr. Hyson’s classes and Mr. Parker’s 5th period science class:  Wednesday, Dec. 14 to Friday, Dec. 16

[bookmark: _GoBack]We will be working in all subject areas but plan to emphasize science and social studies, doing things outdoors that we could not do in a regular classroom. Sixth grade teachers will be responsible for most instruction but may be assisted by other teachers, administrators or parent volunteers. Also, an MCPS outdoor specialist is assigned to each session.

There is a nurse on duty at the site during the day (from approximately 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.). Staff members take care of any health concerns or issues during the evening, consulting with the health technician and with parents when necessary.

To give you a more specific idea of why we expect these two and one half days to be so profitable, here is a brief listing of some of the things your child will be studying:

	*map orientation and usage			*wildlife studies		*local history activities	
	*team building activities			*simulation activities		*forestry activities
	
We will make every attempt to allow each child to experience all of the course offerings, but this may not be possible because of the limited number of instructional periods available during this two and one half day activity. Evenings will be devoted to games and crafts, campfire, and service activities. 

We feel that these activities can be a vehicle to achieve all or part of the following objectives:

a. To cultivate students’ awareness, knowledge, appreciation and concern for the natural environment.
b. To motivate students to develop positive attitudes toward learning through varied experiences in the natural environment.

c. To provide students with many direct experiences in using scientific processes, such as observing, measuring, classifying, hypothesizing, and predicting.

d. To make the students’ school program more meaningful by applying the knowledge and skills acquired in the classroom to real-life situations beyond the classroom.


e. To help the students learn to live democratically and responsibly for the welfare of the total group.
f. To improve human relations among students and between children and adults.
g. To promote students’ physical fitness and wellness.
h. To instill a sense of responsibility to the environment and promote positive actions toward it.

Group living in the cabins, the dining hall, and elsewhere adds to the valuable experience of living, playing, learning, and working together. Working together to care for the camp is also important.

Your child’s clothing and possessions should be confined to one piece of luggage, which he or she can carry. Each child will have his/her own bed but should bring blankets, bedroll, or a sleeping bag which can be in addition to the suitcase. All possessions should be clearly identified/labeled with a sturdy nametag. It is not necessary to purchase new clothing. In fact, old, comfortable clothing is more appropriate for most outdoor activities. Clothing should be adequate for a large variation in daytime temperatures. Rain gear of some type is a must.  A packing list will be provided closer to the date of the trip.

The cost of this program is $80 per child.   Montgomery County Public Schools charge $76 for the program and Neelsville Middle School charges an addition $4 to cover supply expenses.  A check for this amount, made out to Neelsville Middle School, should be sent to the school by Monday, December 5, 2011.  If this fee imposes a financial hardship on any family, please send a confidential note to Mr. Thornett.   No child will be deprived of this valuable learning experience for financial reasons.  All permission slips should be turned in to your child’s science teacher no later than Tuesday November 29, 2011.

On the day of departure, your child will not be allowed to ride his/her bus to school due to the amount of luggage they will be carrying. They will need a ride to school that day.  Students should arrive to school at 8:30 a.m.  When arriving at school, students should take their luggage to the cafeteria. His/her luggage will be loaded onto the luggage bus and then transported directly to the outdoor education center. Students will ride in separate buses. Students will leave their bus one to three miles from the camp and hike in.  They should wear shoes that are sturdy and well broken in. They should dress for weather conditions that morning. It’s better to have an extra layer of clothing than not enough in cool weather.

The first meal served will be dinner on the day of arrival. Therefore, it will be necessary for all students to bring a bag lunch with them on the day they leave.  Names should be written on the bag as lunches will be boxed and transported on the luggage bus. A beverage will be provided for this meal but be sure you child has a bag lunch for the first day.  The last meal will be lunch. We expect to arrive back at school at about 1:00 p.m. The students are expected to leave upon their arrival, and you will need to pick them up at that time. (You may need to arrange carpools in advance so your child has a ride home on either Wednesday or Friday). It is critical that your child be picked up early. Again, they cannot ride their regular bus because of the amount of luggage they will have.

The attached permission form, with check made out to the school, should be filled out and returned as soon as possible. If you have any questions about the outdoor education program, please call Mr. Chris Thornett at 301-353-8064 ext. 1125 or e-mail him at Christopher_D_Thornett@mcpsmd.org or Ms. Julia Lieberman at ext. 1111 or Julia_A_Lieberman@mcpsmd.org. 

							Sincerely,



							Ms. L. Victoria Lake-Parcan
Principal	
