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Westland Middle School
Summer Reading List
2011
7™ 6rade

Students will read 3 books for the summer reading assignment

1. Peak: A Nove/by Roland Smith (all Westland students will read Peak as part of the
MYP assignment)

2. One fiction book (student choice)

3. One non-fiction book (curriculum related)

Choose and read one work of fiction of your choice. Below are some titles that students your age have
enjoyed. If nothing on this list interests you, visit your local library for other titles and choices. (Lexile
' levels are in parentheses.)

Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier. The modest daughter of a tile maker in 1664 is forced to

work as a maid in the Vermeer household because her father has gone blind. Griet's life becomes a relentless
succession of work, domestic jealousies, and constant vigilance against lechery and plague. Inhibited by fear and
social custom, she tries to keep her actions secret when Vermeer asks her to prepare the substances he will use
for paint.

London Calling by Edward Bloor (680). Seventh-grader Martin Conway believes that his life is monotonous and
dull until the antique radio he uses as a night-light transports him to the bombing of London in 1940.

Criss Cross by Lynne Rae Perkins (820). Four 14-year-olds in a small town are each at their own crossroads.
Kira-Kira by Cynthia Kadohata (740). This tenderly nuanced novel glitters with plain and poignant words

that describe the strong love within a Japanese American family from the point of view of younger sister

Katie. Personal challenges and family tragedy are set against the oppressive social climate of the South

during the 1950s and early 1960s.

City of Beasts by Isabel Allende. Set in the lush and treacherous Amazonian rain forest, this is-the story of
I5-year-old Alexander Cold and 12-year-old Nadia Santos. A fast paced eco-thriller, it combines magic,
mystery and feisty, eccentric characters to provide an unforgettable read.

Lady Macbeth’s Daughter by Lisa Klein(730) This reworking of Macbeth is told in alternating points of

view by Albia, Macbeth's daughter, and Grelach, her mother and Macbeth's wife. Because Albia is born

with a crippled foot, Macbeth orders that she be killed. Grelach's servant rescues her, and she is raised by
Rhuven's sisters. Albia grows up ignorant of her true heritage, believing herself to be Geillis's daughter. She
realizes that she has second sight, and she begins to foresee terrifying, bloody events that are to come.

**You may also consider a book from the following series: Artemis Fowl. The Bluford Series. Dear America Books. Harrv
Potter. Percy Jackson and other series by Rick Riordan. The Hunger Games. and The Mysterious Benedict Society ##

*Choose and read one non-fiction book choice. *

Choose and read a book from the list of subjects below. The list includes topics you will study
in world studies and science classes in the coming year. You may chose any type of
non-fiction book, including, but not limited to, a biography or autobiography.

World Studies Science
Renaissance Life Science
Islam o Human Body, Cells
Latin America Genetics
Aztecs Forensics

World Trade Disease
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