North Chevy Chase Elementary School
3700 Jones Bridge Road
Chevy Chase, MD 20815


Principal’s Post
September 9, 2011
“The three ‘R’s’ of our school system must be supported by the three ‘T’s’; teachers who are superior, techniques of instruction that are modern, and thinking about education which places it first in all our plans and hopes.”             ` Lyndon B. Johnson

No earthquake, hurricane, tornado or flash flood could keep us from a successful start of the school year. Yes, we had them all over the past few weeks, but we pressed on!  It seems like we just left for summer break a few days ago, but we’re back and better than ever! It was great seeing smiling faces, new backpacks and lunch boxes, and eager children.   The new school year holds the promise of increased academic achievement for all of our students.  The NCC staff spent time this summer planning together in an effort to create the most stimulating and challenging educational environment for your child.  
To our new families, we welcome you to North Chevy Chase and invite you to become involved in the many activities we have here.  We are excited to have you here and look forward to a year filled with rich, diverse, and meaningful learning opportunities.  We feel strongly about parent involvement at our school.  Research has shown time and time again that students whose parents are involved in their child’s education have a better chance of academic success.  We look forward to working with you and your child as partners to ensure a great year.  
Thank-you
Many thanks and appreciation to our parents for providing the delicious and delightful “Welcome Back” lunch for the staff during their first week of work.  We continue to be in awe of your thoughtfulness and generosity.  It was a great way to start the year.
Forms, Forms and More Forms!
Emergency cards, directory information, application for Free and Reduced Meals Forms, student surveys, the list goes on.  The beginning of the school year always requires completion of many items.  Parents are reminded to return these important necessities back to school as soon as possible.  If you need another copy please let your child’s teacher know.
Student Agenda Books
As a whole-school initiative, our school has provided a student agenda book that is available for student purchase for $4.00.  This agenda book is used to help your child track his/her assignments and to let you know of assignments that are due.  While this is a voluntary purchase, we strongly believe a student agenda book is a valuable organizational tool to help you and your child monitor completion of assigned tasks.  If you do not want your child to purchase the school’s agenda book, please provide a tool your child can use for the same purpose.
Back to School Night
Back to School night will be held on Tuesday, September 13th.   We invite all families to our annual program, which is scheduled to provide a time for teachers to share important information about the classes, materials, resources, policies, types of assignments, expectations, etc.  But more importantly, it is time for us to meet the most important people in our students’ lives – YOU, the parents.  Please plan to join us at 6:30 p.m. in the All-Purpose Room that evening.  I also invite you to join us throughout the year as we strive to provide outstanding education opportunities for all students.
Keeping You Informed
Remember to check backpacks every day!  On the first Friday of every month, parents will receive this publication, “The Principal’s Post.”  This document will keep you informed of school events, programs, and general information.  Please read this important notice each month.  Grade level teams will be providing monthly newsletters as well. Parent Deb Ford will continue to keep you informed through her Deb’s Weekly Worries!  Make sure you are signed up on NCC Net.
Please visit the North Chevy Chase Website for up to date news and upcoming activities.
Connect- Ed/ Communication Update
North Chevy Chase has been using the computerized telephone calling system (Connect-Ed) as an additional way of communicating messages to families.  The system allows us to notify parents and staff about important issues and events.  Please provide the office with your current phone number to ensure that you are receiving announcements in a timely manner.  
Dismissal Procedures:  
The end of the day is a very busy time in the classroom, with teachers giving final homework and instructions and students packing up for departure. If a student needs to leave school early for a doctor’s appointment, travel, etc. , we are asking that  parents pick up the student prior to 3:15 p.m.  Once we begin dismissing students it is very difficult to have interruptions to the classroom. 


MCPS QUICKNOTES
MCPS QuickNotes is a free, subscription Email service that provides parents with an important information connection to MCPS.  Subscribers can choose the type of information they would like to receive by email.  This includes a monthly newsletter, emergency information about weather delays and closings and periodic updates on topics of interests.  Information is available in six languages!  To subscribe, visit www.mcpsquicknotes.org fill in your email address, choose a language preference, and then click on “submit” to create your own personal profile.
Safety Concerns
I have been asked by residents of North Chevy Chase Village, who reside on the other side of Jones Bridge Road across from the school, to send a message out to NCC parents.  As most are aware, several of the roads in the village have traffic diversions to prevent the neighborhood from becoming a cross through from Jones Bridge to Connecticut and the beltway.  Unfortunately, a number of parents whose children attend NCCES drive through the village and are crossing these “emergency vehicle only” diversions.  Residents would like to remind parents that driving through the village and crossing the barriers can be disruptive to those that live there and sets a bad example for the students.  They are asking that you consider not using their neighborhood as a “cut through”.
											    
Please remember not to enter the bus circle during student arrival and dismissal!
Bus Riders	
Each family is reminded to review the bus route schedule with their child.  Families are also responsible for reviewing appropriate bus behavior with their child.   Students are expected to Ride by the Rules (you can find this document on the MCPS website).  Students who do not follow bus rules may lose the privilege of riding an MCPS school bus.  Students should arrive at their bus stop 5-10 minutes before the bus is due to arrive.  Sending your child to their stop 15-20 minutes prior to the bus arrival tends to create real safety concerns for the child, the safety patrols and the neighbors.
Gymnasium Construction Update
[bookmark: _GoBack]         
The building permit has been obtained and construction on the gymnasium is to begin during the week of September 19th.  I will keep you posted with updates.
Frequently asked questions
Question:  Will my child be able to bring in birthday treats for the students in his/her class to celebrate their special day?
Answer:  While we recognize that every birthday is special to both students and adults, because of the increased number of students with food allergies as well as the increased awareness on Healthy Eating Habits, we are asking that parents NOT bring in food items as treats for birthdays.  If you are interested in sharing a treat with your child’s classmates, please consider bringing pencils, erasers, stickers or other non-food items(be creative!).  Teachers will allow students to pass them out during homeroom.
Question: Will students be able to use the office phone to call home for forgotten items?
Answer:  Phone calls are Allowed Only  if the student is not sure how they get home or emergencies at teacher’s/principal’s discretion. No phone calls will be made for the following: Instruments, assignments, play dates (need a note) or missing lunch. Students who forget their lunch will be provided a meal through the cafeteria.
Please Mark Your Calendar –
September -
13 – Back to School Night
15 – Sixth Grade Parent Meeting, Costa Rica
16 – Back to School Picnic
21 – Homeless Mini Walk
23 – Fourth Grade Field Trip Jefferson Park
28 – Early Release Day
29 – No School Rosh Hashanah
October -
7 – Principal’s Coffee (Fourth Grade Parents)
11 – PTA Community Night Fundraiser Louisiana Kitchen

Please accept our warmest wishes for a safe, engaging and productive school year.  We are off to a great start!
Sincerely,
Reneé D. Wallace-Stevens
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