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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School
13737 Wisteria Drive
Germantown, Maryland 20874
Main Office: 301~353~8080
Guidance Office:  301~353~8090

						January 2012

 
Dear Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Students and Parents:

Welcome to our new students and parents, and welcome to all returning families to registration season at Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School!  At Dr. MLK MS, we have a Tradition of Excellence that is supported by our core values of Respect, Responsibility, and Integrity.    

It is time to begin planning for the 2012-2013 school year.  I am enthusiastic to usher in another year and provide opportunities for students to grow academically, socially and emotionally.  At Dr. MLK MS, we provide each student an opportunity to receive quality instruction everyday so that they are prepared to handle the rigors of middle school and are fully equipped to be successful in high school. 

Below is a schedule of dates for meetings as well as other pertinent information related to the articulation process. We hope that you will make every effort to attend the Parent Informational Night.  This evening is designed to provide extensive information about middle school requirements, registration for classes and school wide programs. 

· January 31, 2012- Parent Informational Night, 7:00-8:30 PM
· February 1, 2012 - 7:00-8:30 PM, Snow Date
· February 3, 2012 - All Registration Forms Due
· May 2012- Fifth Grade Visitation to Dr. MLK MS (Date to be determined)
· July 2012 - Sixth Grade Orientation (Date to be determined)

Utilize this course bulletin as a tool to discuss with your child courses that are available to them next school year.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our Guidance Department at 301-353-8090.

The staff and I of Dr. MLK MS are excited to have the opportunity to work with you and your child next school year.   

						Respectfully,
 


						Dana E. Davison
						Principal
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PROGRAM OF STUDIES

All students are required to take the equivalent of seven full-year courses.  Each student is required to take the following courses:
· 


1

· English
· Mathematics
· Social Studies 
· Science
· Physical Education/Health


Elective courses are those selected by students and parents.  Electives are designed to expand students’ knowledge and interests.  All elective course offerings are based on current enrollment, available resources, and are subject to change.  Changes in staff and/or insufficient interest in a particular class may result in the deletion of that elective and/or the substitution of another elective in its place.  Additionally, students may be placed into electives due to their demonstrated need for enrichment or remediation.  Sixth grade students who are exceptional readers and meet the criteria may take Spanish 1A or French 1A in place of Advanced Reading 6.

The following table illustrates the courses students take while attending Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School.  Specific courses and levels such as special education, gifted and talented, and ESOL, depend upon the individual student’s program of studies.

	Grade 6
	Grade 7
	Grade 8

	
Advanced English 6

	English 7 or Advanced English 7
	English 8, Advanced English  A/B

	
Math 6, Math 7, or IM

	Math 7, IM, or Algebra 1
	Algebra Prep, Algebra I A/B, or Honors Geometry A/B

	
Advanced World Studies 6

	Advanced World Studies 7
	Advanced U.S.  History 8

	
Investigations in Science 6

	Investigations in Science 7
	Earth and Space Systems A/B 

	
Physical Education/Health 6

	Physical Education/Health 7
	Physical Education/Health 8

	Electives
	Electives
	Electives

	Reading 6, Advanced Reading 6,
or Foreign Language 1A
Chorus, Instrumental Music, or 2 semester electives, LCL, Art, World Beat Music, ICT6
	
Reading 7, Chorus, Instrumental
Music, Foreign Language
Website  Development Fundamentals, Art, LCF

	Reading 8, Foreign Language, Chorus, Instrumental Music, Website Development A/B, Algebra Support, Guitar, 
Studio Art, Art 8, LCM








MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSES RECEIVING HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT

High school credit in middle school:

· Algebra A/B					
· Honors Geometry A/B	
· Advanced English A/B – Grade 8
· Spanish 1A/1B
· Spanish 2A/2B
· French 1A/1B
· French 2A/2B
· Website Development A/B – Grade 8

Students may earn credit for high school courses taken in middle school in MCPS.  In order for students to earn high school credit in middle school, the school must provide the same course as in high school, including the use of the same curriculum and high school instructional resources, and use the same high school exam.  The course must be taught by a highly qualified teacher.  If you are considering enrolling your child in high school courses while in middle school, please be aware of the following information that may affect your child’s high school transcript.  

Credit and grades for middle school students taking a high school course are awarded based on the following:	

· Students must pass the course each semester.
· Students must pass the final examination at the end of the second semester.
· Middle school students who take high school courses requiring a High School Assessment (HSA) must take the HSA in that course at the completion of the course.

Students who meet these criteria, by earning an A, B, C, or D, will receive high school credit and will have these grades count towards their MCPS high school grade point average (GPA).* The credit and grade are recorded on the student’s transcript during the first year of high school under the transcript heading “high school credit completed before entering high school.”  High school credit is awarded on the first day the student attends classes in an MCPS high school.  Your child may retake the course in grade seven or grade eight if it is available, or they may retake the course in high school.  Students may retake a high school course taken in middle school and receive the higher grade.  The course will appear only once in the transcript.  Once a course is successfully retaken for a higher grade in high school, it will be reported and treated as a course taken in high school.  Students in grades 6-8 who wish to retake a high school course must complete MCPS form 560-55:  Request to Retake High School Course Taken in Middle School.  No opportunity to remove the credit or grade from the credit history will be provided.


All courses approved for earning high school credit in middle school follow the procedures outlined above, except for Advanced English in grade 8.  Since students may not be able to retake Advanced English, high school credit for this course will only be awarded based on the following:

· Students must pass the examination at the end of the second semester and must earn a final grade of A or B in each semester to be awarded high school credit.
· Students who do not earn an A or B in the course will not receive high school credit and their grades will not count toward their high school grade point average – the course will not be reported on the high school transcript.



COURSE   DESCRIPTIONS

English/Language Arts






· Students in grade 6 are required to take English 6, Advanced English 6 and Reading 6 (unless recommended for Foreign Language).
· Students in grade 7 are required to take English 7 or Advanced English 7
· Students in grade 8 are required to take English 8 or Advanced English 
· Placement will be based upon grades in previous classes, MSA and MAP-R scores, and recommendations by teachers and parents.






















English 6(Full Year)
Students are presented with texts of different genres and forms related to the four thematic units.  Writing is a major focus with stress placed on the informative, persuasive, narrative, and procedural intents.  Students read and analyze texts from multiple sources to understand audience, purpose, and language; to interpret meaning; and to evaluate the usefulness of a text.  Tasks completed in each unit ask students to use writing, speaking, and technology skills. 

Advanced English 6 (Full Year)
The overarching theme for the Advanced English 6 course is Kaleidoscopes.  While studying this theme, students will complete units that involve the study of language and literature in the context of change and possibility.  The Advanced English 6 curriculum consists of four thematic units.  The four units are Foundations, Adventures, Challenges and Barriers, and Choices. This course is designed to meet the needs of the highly able reader and writer.  The course emphasizes abstract reasoning, advanced vocabulary, and high-level reasoning in discussion to help students develop their analytical and interpretive thinking skills. 

English 7 (Full Year)
Students will complete four thematic units that involve the study of language and literature in the context of challenges that people face, and the traits and actions linked to success or failure.   The topics for these units are Identity, A Sense of Place, Voices From the Place, and Imagination.  Students experience texts of different genres and forms.  Language and grammar instruction focuses on students’ most frequent errors.  Vocabulary is taught within the context of the assigned readings, and students experience the words in both written and oral form.  This course integrates reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.  Writing focuses on the informative and persuasive intents.  The writing process continues to be developed, and students are asked to do self-reflection on each of their products.  Students are also given opportunities to present their work orally and through media productions.

Advanced English 7 (Full Year)
Students are involved in inquiry-based learning that involves discussion, writing, and research activities.   This course is designed to meet the needs of the highly able reader and writer.  These units focus on abstract reasoning, advanced vocabulary, and the analysis of literature.

English 8 (Full Year)
The English 8 curriculum develops the theme of Explorations.  Students will complete four thematic units that involve the study of language and literature in the context of exploring the world and new ideas.  The topics of these units are Journeys, Community, Responsibility, and Discoveries.  Students experience texts of different genres and forms related to each of the themes.  This course integrates reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.  Writing focuses on the informative and persuasive intents. The progression from first draft to corrected final copy is emphasized.  Students are given opportunities to present their work orally and through media demonstrations.

Advanced English A/B (full year)
This course is designed for able and motivated students with a lively interest in the power and versatility of language.  In preparation for advanced high school English courses, students read challenging texts written in various time periods and rhetorical contexts, making interdisciplinary connections with historical events and concepts developed in their grade 8 U.S. History class.  Students develop their ability to express ideas with clarity and precision by writing increasingly complex compositions for a variety of purposes, including literary analysis, persuasion, and research.  Students who successfully complete both semesters and receive an A or B on the second semester final exam, will earn one elective credit toward graduation.

Reading 6 (Full Year)
The Reading 6 curriculum is designed to provide students with varied reading experiences that are closely linked to the units in the English 6 curriculum. Every unit includes a mixture of expository and narrative texts, and students receive instruction in reading strategies that relate to these texts.  In each unit, students will be asked to create products and present them in a variety of ways to develop writing, listening, speaking, and technology skills.

Advanced Reading 6 (Full Year)
The Advanced Reading 6 curriculum provides students with a variety of reading experiences that are closely linked to the English 6 curriculum.  This course incorporates The Junior Great Books program into the reading curriculum. The Junior Great Books program is a strong, inquiry-based language arts program that refines and extends students’ skills in reading, thinking, and communicating.  Shared inquiry reading, discussion, and writing activities may be used with a wide range of literature to encourage students to use high-level thinking processes as they explore curricular themes.


Reading 7 (Full Year)
The Reading 7 curriculum allows students to explore units in literature and read a variety of short stories and articles.  The purpose of this course is to develop critical thinking skills.  Students will also learn vocabulary skills that can help them perform well on the PSAT and SAT in high school.  This course is designed to help students make sophisticated connections among themselves and the text, between two or more texts, and between the text and the world.  Admission into this specialized program is based upon teacher/staff recommendation. 

Reading 8 (Full Year)
[bookmark: Diploma]The Reading 8 curriculum reinforces and extends the reading strategies framed in previous reading and content courses.  Eighth grade reading courses are designed to meet the needs of on-grade level readers and below-grade level readers to improve their comprehension. Students apply research-based reading strategies as they read for information. They will read about a variety of topics to help identify their own interests. They will then relate this information to careers that may be of interest to them in the future. Students will do research using electronic and traditional texts in order to develop skills in understanding demanding expository texts in high school. Admission into this specialized program is based upon teacher/staff recommendation. 

Read 180 (Full Year)
Read-180 is a research-based program that allows students to increase their reading ability through the use of a three-station classroom.  The classroom is divided into three small-group stations that allow students to receive traditional direct instruction, work independently using text coupled with audiobooks to build fluency, and use assistive computer technology.  Admission into this specialized program is based upon teacher/staff recommendation. 

Read About (Full Year)
Read About is a reading intervention that focuses on nonfiction.  The class has two components: reading print texts and assistive computer technology.  The  high-interest print materials enhance independent practice, while the computer based software provides an opportunity for students to work on vocabulary, comprehension, fluency, and spelling. The software provides content  based on a student’s reading level and interests.  Admission into this specialized program is based upon teacher/staff recommendation. 

Corrective Reading (Full Year)
Corrective Reading is a complete core program that uses a Direct Instruction method to help students master the essential decoding and comprehension skills they need not only to read well, but to learn well.  Direct Instruction utilizes a carefully developed and tested program design structured so that students learn how to learn as they master increasingly complex skills and strategies. It also incorporates a scripted presentation approach that uses a brisk pace, carefully chosen exercises, and examples to engage even reluctant learners. Admission into this specialized program is based upon teacher/staff recommendation.
ESOL (English as a Second Language)
The ESL program is designed for students whose native language is not English.  Students enter the program based on their English Language Proficiency which is determined by a test and teacher recommendations.  Some students continue taking ESL after elementary school while others can be placed because they have newly arrived in the country or have been ESL students in the past and are struggling in their content area classes.    Students are placed in a course in accordance with their fluency in speaking, reading, listening, and writing.  The ESL program supports all general education courses.  Classes are taught in English only and academic competency is its primary goal.  


Mathematics






 All students are required to take a mathematics course.  Placement depends upon student performance in previous mathematics courses, MSA scores, and teacher and parent recommendation.

Note: Students interested in the Richard Montgomery International Baccalaureate Program, the Poolesville Global Ecology Program, or the Poolesville Science and Math Magnet must successfully complete Algebra 1 A/B by end of the eighth grade.












Math 6 (Full Year)
Middle School Math 6 extends students’ understanding of numbers and computation to include fractions, decimals, and percents. All concepts and skills are presented in the context of problem solving that requires the use of reasoning and communication. Areas of focus include data representation and analysis, using frequency tables and circle graphs, customary and metric measurement, geometric relationships and transformations, algebraic patterns and relationships, and probability. Students in Math 6 will go on to either Math 7 or Investigations into Mathematics the following year.

Math 7 (Full Year)
Middle School Math 7 extends students’ understanding of numbers and computation to include integers and proportional reasoning. All concepts and skills are presented in the context of problem solving that requires the use of reasoning and communication. Areas of focus include representation and data analysis of box and whisker plots and scatter plots, functional relationships, arithmetic and geometric sequences and algebraic relationships.
This course is for students who have completed the Kindergarten to grade 5 mathematics curriculum as well as the indicators in Math 6. Students in Math 7 will go on to Algebra Preparations or Algebra 1 the following year.

Investigations into Mathematics [IM] (Full Year)
Investigations into Mathematics is an enriched course for mathematically accelerated students who have successfully completed the Kindergarten to Grade 5 mathematics curriculum as well as the indicators of Middle School Math 6 and the majority of the indicators of Middle School Math 7  by the end of either Grade 5 or Grade 6. Students successful in this course will take Algebra 1 the following year. IM addresses all of the content from Algebra Prep but at a deeper level.  The course provides a strong foundation for Algebra 1 and future honors level math students.  IM also previews concepts that are assessed on the Algebra High School Assessment.  The units of study include statistical applications and set theory, real number system, investigations of geometry, patterns, relations, and functions, algebra foundations, operational systems and probability.  

Algebra Prep (Full Year)
Algebra Prep is a course for eighth grade students who have completed Math 7.  Algebra Prep extends students’ knowledge of numbers to include rational and irrational numbers in the real number system.  One of the goals of Algebra Prep is for the students to strengthen their computational skills of real numbers.  The course also contains content that will prepare the students for Algebra I the following year.  The units of study include data analysis and representation, real numbers, probability, expressions, equations and inequalities and geometry and measurement.  Students successful in this course will take Algebra 1A/B the following year.

Double Period Algebra (Full Year)
Double Period Algebra is an elective course for students who have successfully completed the Mathematics 7.  The course is a rigorous math course that correlates concepts learned from Algebra Prep and Algebra.  This is a high school course and will satisfy the high school Algebra 1 requirement.  In order to earn high school credit, students must take and pass the semester exam.  Semester grades in this course factor into students’ high school grade point averages.  Students in this course take the state Algebra1 High School Assessment.  The units of study include:  Equations and Inequalities in a Single Variable,  Introduction to Functions,  Linear Equations and Inequalities in Two Variables, Systems of Equations and Inequalities (followed by a semester exam), Data Analysis and Probability, Exponents and Polynominals, Quadratic and Exponential Functions (followed by a semester exam).  Students successful in this course take Geometry or Honors Geometry in ninth grade (see Paths to Success in Mathematics on following page).  Students enrolled in this course will not be placed in the arts rotation.  Acceptance into this course is based on teacher recommendations.

Algebra I A/B (Full Year)
Algebra 1 examines the basic structure of real numbers, algebraic expressions, and functions. The topics studied are linear equations, inequalities, functions and systems, quadratic equations and functions, polynomial expressions, data analysis, probability, and properties of functions. Mathematical modeling of real-life problems and problem solving are major themes of the course.  Students in this course take the state Algebra High School Assessment for Mathematics, which includes both algebraic and statistical concepts. High school credit is given upon successful completion of the full-year Algebra I, including passing the final exam to receive credit for the course.  Students successful in this course will take Geometry or Honors Geometry the following year.

Honors Geometry A/B (Full Year)
Geometry is studied as a mathematical system through the deductive development of relationships in the plane and space. Students formalize their understanding of geometric concepts, including congruence and similarity, circle chords, secants and tangent segments, parallel and perpendicular lines, angle and side measures in polygons, proofs, logic, transformations, the Pythagorean Theorem, constructions, coordinate geometry and surface area and volume of solids.  Students successful in this course will take Algebra 2 the following year.  High school credit is given upon successful completion of the full year of Honors Geometry, including passing the final exam.   Students successful in this course will take Honors Algebra the following year.

*Please refer to the Math Pathways on page 24 to see the trajectory of math courses.


World Studies






All students are required to take a world studies course.  All World Studies classes are heterogeneously grouped.

Advanced World Studies 6 (Full Year)
World Studies 6 consists of four units.  The themes of these units are: patterns of settlement in the ancient and modern worlds, citizenship and governance in classical and modern times, the impact of economics, and past and present cultural systems.  Each unit focuses on present day issues as well as ancient history up to about 1000 CE.   Throughout this course of study, students will be introduced to the idea that history is based on interpretation of the past through evidence.  Students will be taught the difference between primary and secondary sources and will practice examining and interpreting them to make conclusions about ancient civilizations.   Students will build on this knowledge in Advanced World Studies 7 and Advanced U.S. History 8.

Advanced World Studies 7 (Full Year)
The four units in seventh grade world studies include the following topics:  conflict and power during feudal times, the role of trade in Africa, the impact of geography in Meso-America, and the interconnected world.  The period of early modern world history and comparisons between this history and current events is also a part of the seventh grade Advanced World Studies curriculum.  Throughout this course of study, students will be taught and encouraged to engage in historical thinking.  This involves critical and analytical reading and interpretation of primary and secondary sources (evidence) and argumentative thinking and writing.   

Advanced US History 8 (Full Year)
The curriculum for Advanced U.S. History 8 investigates four critical periods of U.S. History.  The units are: the colonial and American Revolutionary period, the early national period, the Civil War, and Reconstruction.  Each of the four units also involves comparisons of early American history with selected events and issues in the present.   This course of study is partly based on the curriculum and historical thinking strategies used in Advanced Placement (AP) history courses at the high school level in MCPS.  Students in Advanced US History 8 are taught and encouraged to investigate historical questions and controversies through a variety of sources (evidence).  Historical interpretation and argumentative
 thinking and writing are heavily emphasized.   Students are expected to take a semester and final exam based on the content and historical thinking strategies emphasized in the course.       



Science

 



All students are required to take a science course.  All science classes are heterogeneously grouped.


Investigations in Science 6 (IS6)
IS6 is a project based learning curriculum.  Instruction is interwoven around a relevant problem to allow a focus for student learning.  Students engage in minds-on inquiry and hands-on explorations, productive discourse and purposeful reading and writing.  Units studied in IS6 center around topics related to ecosystems, diversity and adaptation of organisms, forces and motion, energy, and light and sound.  Students engage in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) in order to propose solutions to identified problems.

Investigations in Science 7 (IS7)
IS7 is a project based learning curriculum.  Instruction is interwoven around a relevant problem to allow a focus for student learning.  Students engage in minds-on inquiry and hands-on explorations, productive discourse and purposeful reading and writing.  Units studied in IS7 center around topics related to biochemistry, genetics, structure and function, forensics and biotechnology.  Students engage in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) in order to propose solutions to identified problems.


Investigations in Earth and Space Systems [Grade 8] (IESS)
Like IS6 and IS7, IESS is a project based learning curriculum.  Instruction is interwoven around a relevant problem to allow a focus for student learning.  Students engage in minds-on inquiry and hands-on explorations, productive discourse and purposeful reading and writing.  Units studied in IESS are center around topics related to atmospheric phenomena, astronomy, earth’s structure, earth’s history.  Students engage in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) in order to propose solutions to identified problems.


[image: ]Physical Education & Health




All students are required to participate in physical education/health at the middle school level.  Physical education classes are co-educational.  Students are expected to change into PE clothes of blue sweat pants or shorts, gray sweatshirt or t-shirt, and athletic shoes for all students.

Physical Education/Health - Grade 6 (Full Year)
The physical education program is designed to provide students with a variety of physical activities that will contribute to skill development, physical fitness, social and emotional growth, knowledge of self, and team activities.  The emphasis in Grade 6 is on the development of a strong skill base.  Developmental activities may include tumbling, cross country, weight training, jump rope, and line dance.  Other activities may include soccer, basketball, pickleball, volleyball, bowling, softball, and badminton. The grade 6 health education course is a nine week course which replaces one quarter of the physical education curriculum.  In grade 6, students will be focusing on mental health, safety, and injury prevention.  Students will be taking an active role in their personal and social skills development. 

Physical Education/Health - Grade 7 (Full Year)
The physical education program is designed to provide students with a variety of physical activities that will contribute to skill development, physical fitness, social and emotional growth, knowledge of self, and team activities.  The emphasis in grade 7 is on continuing the development of a strong skill base, while adding more program variety.  Additional developmental activities may include aerobics, wrestling, and track and field.  Team sports may include flag football, lacrosse, floor hockey, Frisbee games, and speedball.   
The grade 7 health education course is a nine week course which replaces one quarter of the physical education curriculum.  In grade 7, students will be focusing on nutrition and fitness, tobacco, alcohol, and other drugs.  Students will be taking an active role in their personal and social skills development. 

Physical Education/Health - Grade 8 (Full Year)
The physical education program is designed to provide students with a variety of physical activities that will contribute to skill development, physical fitness, social and emotional growth, knowledge of self, and team activities.  The emphasis in grade 8 is on expanding skills and strategies learned in previous years, and introducing additional recreational activities.  The program is enriched by offering tennis, archery, table tennis, team handball, and indoor soccer.

The grade 8 health education course is a nine week course which replaces one quarter of the physical education curriculum.  In grade 8, students will be focusing on family life and human sexuality, disease prevention and control, and Respect for Differences.  Students will examine how health impacts their personal and social skills development. 



Foreign Language






Successful completion of two levels of a single foreign language will fulfill one of the high school graduation requirements for college bound students.  Students at Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School can earn high school credit in a foreign language.

Note:  Students interested in the Richard Montgomery International Baccalaureate Program must successfully complete either Spanish 1A and 1B or French 1A and 1B by the end of the eighth grade. Sixth grade students who were recommended to take a foreign language by their elementary school teachers may take Spanish 1A or French 1A/B in place of  Advanced Reading 6.


Spanish 1A (Full Year)
*This course is open to sixth and seventh graders who have been recommended for foreign language.
Students begin to learn to communicate orally and in written form, and derive meaning from the written and spoken language.  The Spanish 1A course is based on the following themes: greetings, description of self and others, school, sports/pastimes, and food.  Students are tested in five skill areas: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and knowledge of culture. Enrollment in this course is a full year commitment.  Students will not be permitted to drop out of this course during the year.

Spanish 1B (Full Year)
The Spanish 1B course continues with the thematic study of the language: testing students in listening, speaking, reading, writing and knowledge of culture.  After a review of the concepts covered in Spanish 1A, students study the following themes: descriptions of family members, home and rooms, community, travel, and clothing. Enrollment in this course is a full year commitment.  Students will not be permitted to drop out of this course during the year.

Spanish 1 A/B (Full Year)
Spanish 1 A/B is composed of thematic studies of the language which will include listening, speaking, reading, writing and culture.  It includes all the themes mentioned above in the full year version of Spanish 1A and 1B. Enrollment in this course is a full year commitment.  Students will not be permitted to drop out of this course during the year.

Spanish 2A/B (Full Year)
*This course is for students who have successfully completed Spanish 1A/B.
The Spanish 2A/B course builds on the same themes learned in 1A/B: expanding vocabulary and researching cultural components in addition to studying past and future verb tense. Students learn about Spanish culture and use this knowledge in order to effectively communicate in various contexts. Enrollment in this course is a full year commitment.  Students will not be permitted to drop out of this course during the year.

French 1A/B (Full Year)
French 1/A is composed of thematic studies of the language which will include listening, speaking, reading, writing and culture.  It includes all of the themes mentioned in the full year version of French 1A and French 1B. Enrollment in this course is a full year commitment.  Students will not be permitted to drop out of this course during the year.

French 2A/B (Full Year)
*This course is for students who have successfully completed French 1A/B.
The French 2A/B course builds on the same themes learned in 1A/B: expanding vocabulary and researching cultural components in addition to studying the past tense, reflexive verbs and command forms.. Students learn about French culture and use this knowledge in order to effectively communicate in various contexts.










Electives





All students will choose at least one elective course.  Electives are designed to allow students to explore a wide variety of topics that may not be found in their core academic subjects.  The availability of elective courses is based on enrollment and staffing.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

Sixth Grade Band (Full Year)
Students whose skills are exceptional may be placed in Advanced Band with the band director’s approval.
This course provides opportunities for incoming sixth graders to begin or continue the study of a band instrument.  Instruction covers tone production, note reading, music terms, vocabulary, and the development of performance skills required in an ensemble setting.  Instruments include: flute, oboe, bassoon, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet (cornet), French horn, trombone, baritone horn, tuba and percussion. Some instruments are available for loan to students who cannot provide their own.  Parents are required to sign a form signifying that they will be financially responsible for any damage to a loaned instrument. There is a uniform dress requirement of black pants/skirt and white shirt/blouse for performances.

Intermediate Band - Grades 7 & 8 (Full Year)
Students continue to develop musical skills required to further develop skills on their band instrument.    In addition, they learn to maintain an independent part in a large ensemble while following a conductor.  Emphasis is on the development of performance concepts.     All students with some experience and the ability to read music are welcome.  This course also provides the opportunity to begin the study of a band instrument for seventh and eighth grade students. There is a uniform dress requirement of black pants/skirt and white shirt/blouse for performances.

Advanced Band - Grades 7 & 8 (Full Year)
Prerequisite:  Approval of Director
In this course, students have further opportunities to develop technical proficiency and improve rehearsal techniques.  Wider ranges of dynamics are developed, and the study of harmony and ear training are introduced.  Students learn the characteristics of musical style and begin to acquire a repertoire of band literature.  Students start to assume leadership roles within the large performing ensemble.  Exploratory experiences may be offered in orchestra, stage band, and in solo/ensemble performance.  This band represents the school at public performances.  There is a “uniform” dress requirement of black pants/skirt and white shirt/blouse for performances.

Strings - Grades 6, 7 & 8 (Full Year)
This course provides opportunities to begin or continue the study of an orchestral string instrument (violin, viola, cello, or bass).  Instruction covers basic tone production, music reading, and the development of performance skills.  Emphasis is on the development of musical concepts, the production of a characteristic tone, and the acquisition of effective practice habits.  Some students use this course to learn a second instrument.  Some instruments are available for loan to students who cannot provide their own. Parents are required to sign a form signifying that they will be financially responsible for any damage to a loaned instrument. There is a “uniform” dress requirement of black pants/skirt and white shirt/blouse for performances.

Orchestra – Grades 7 & 8 (Full Year)
Prerequisites:  Approval of Director
This course is open to all students who are proficient at the Intermediate level on the violin, viola, cello, or string bass.  In Orchestra, students have further opportunities to develop technical proficiency and improve rehearsal techniques.  Wider ranges of dynamics are developed and various orchestra bowings are introduced.  The study of harmony and ear training are introduced, and students continue to develop improved rehearsal techniques.  Students learn the characteristics of musical style and begin to acquire a repertoire of orchestral music.  Exploratory experiences may be offered in solo/ensemble performance.  This Orchestra class is organized as a string orchestra, with provisions for the occasional addition of winds and percussion.  This orchestra represents the school in public performances.  There is a “uniform” dress requirement of black pants/skirt and white shirt/blouse for performances.


CHORAL MUSIC 

Sixth Grade Chorus (Full Year)
The sixth grade chorus is open to all interested students who have a love for singing and performing.  Students will develop skills in solo and choral ensemble, reading rhythmic and melodic notation, sight-singing, vocal production, diction, intonation, tone blending, comparing and contrasting musical styles and periods, and singing in unison as well as two and three part harmonies.  Students will sing a variety of musical styles.  Concerts are the culmination of many hours of hard work and provide opportunities for students to demonstrate mastery of the knowledge and skills built class.  Three to four evening performance and some out of class work are required in this class, and therefore, part of the student’s grade.  This chorus will represent the school at county and state festivals.  There is a dress requirement for performances.

Men’s Chorus - Grades 7-8 (Full Year)		  
The Men’s Chorus is open to all interested students who have a love for singing and performing.  Students will develop skills in solo and choral ensemble, reading rhythmic and melodic notation, vocal production, diction, intonation, tone blending, comparing and contrasting musical styles and periods, and singing in two, three, and four-part harmonies.
Emphasis will be placed on the adolescent changing voice and developing advanced skills in sight-singing and choral ensemble through the use of voice and instruments.  Concerts are the culmination of many hours of hard work and provide opportunities for students to demonstrate mastery of the knowledge and skills built in class. Three to four evening performances and some out of class work are required in this class, and therefore, part of the student’s grade.  This chorus will represent the school at county and state festivals.  There is a dress requirement for performances

Women’s Chorus – Grades 7-8 (Full Year)
The Women’s Chorus is open to all interested students who have a love for singing and performing.  Students will develop skills in solo and choral ensemble, reading rhythmic and melodic notation, vocal production, diction, intonation, tone blending, comparing and contrasting musical styles and periods, and singing in two, three, and four-part harmonies.  Emphasis will be placed on developing advanced skills in sight-singing and choral ensemble through the use of voice and instruments.  Concerts are the culmination of many hours of hard work and provide opportunities for students to demonstrate mastery of the knowledge and skills built in class. Three to four evening performances and some out of class work are required in this class, and therefore, part of the student’s grade.  This chorus will represent the school at county and state festivals.  There is a dress requirement for performances

Sixth Grade Electives

Art (semester) 
Students investigate the arts and crafts of other cultures, identify art careers, heighten their sensitivity to the environment, and apply criteria for recognizing quality in works of art. Students learn to incorporate themes and subjects from various cultures, historical periods, and daily life in their work and they become aware of the interdisciplinary connections between art and other subjects.

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) (semester)
Students use technology in a rigorous inquiry and project-based learning environment that promotes relevance and engagement.  Students acquire knowledge and skill sets connected to Grade 6 content areas involving the use of application, Web-based, and multimedia tools.
Programming concepts are applied to the development of games, educational simulations, and robotic products.  The application of computer-aided drafting and design and graphics software is used to communicate 2-D and 3-D designs.  Students acquire website-development skills and digital art concepts and use them to create a portfolio.  The completion of this course prepares students to follow middle school pathways that lead to high school credit courses in Grade 8.  Course outcomes are based on the Maryland Technology Literacy Standards for Grades Pre-K-8 and the Maryland State Department of Education Voluntary State Curriculum for technology education.


Lights, Camera, Literacy! (semester) 
Lights, Camera, Literacy increases literacy in both written and visual text, improves collaboration skills, builds confidence and motivation, and provides opportunities  for high level thinking via specific strategies.  Students will transfer their skills as viewers of film to skills on the written page, as well as learn how to read visual text and create effective visual communications.  The course focuses on all three areas of the MCPS Moving Image Education:  integrating, deconstructing, and creating the moving image.  Students will then transfer reading skills such as interference from screen to script to page to book.  They will use critical thinking skills and explore new vocabulary in the areas of lexicography, chess and film.  Students will deconstruct information at the literacy, dramatic, and cinematic levels.  Throughout the course, students will reflect on their learning through student to student discourse and journal writing.  They will work collaboratively to apply the various  skills and use technology to produce an authentic product, a short film.

World Beat Music (Semester)
This is a general music class based around music from various cultures throughout the world.  Students will explore the many styles and genres of music from around the world through singing, movement, instrument playing and listening.  Students will develop skills in reading music notation as it relates to singing and playing instruments.


Seventh Grade Electives

Art (semester) 
Students investigate the arts and crafts of other cultures, identify art careers, heighten their sensitivity to the environment, and apply criteria for recognizing quality in works of art. Students learn to incorporate themes and subjects from various cultures, historical periods, and daily life in their work and they become aware of the interdisciplinary connections between art and other subjects.

Digital Art (semester)
Students create artwork, incorporating their knowledge of composition, elements of art, and design principles as they pursue a planned sequence of activities using the computer and various peripherals.  They learn ways to create original artwork, combine artwork with text, and design several artworks for specified purposes.  They pursue a planned sequence of activities that develop their skills in using the computer and various peripherals as tools for creating artwork using art elements and principals.  They learn ways to create original artwork, combine artwork with text, and design several artworks for specified purposes.  Through studies of computer-generated images from various cultures, students become aware of the use of the computer in art-related industries.  Some themes selected for assignments will relate to other academic subjects.  Students learn authentic processes employed by professional artists and engage in practice exercises before completing final projects.  Students apply and communicate criteria for making aesthetic judgments about their own work and the work of others.


Website Development Fundamentals - Grade 7 (full year)
The course is a prerequisite for enrolling in Foundations in Arts, Humanities, Media, and Communication A/B in grade 8.  The effective and efficient use of the World-Wide-Web as a source for sharing information has become critical to success in both the academic and professional worlds.  This hands-on course will provide students with an opportunity to create their own websites, adding complexity as the course progresses.  Student skill development progresses from one-dimensional Web pages to sites that are interactive and include animation.  A variety of software and technology tools will be incorporated throughout the course.

Lights, Camera, Film, Literacy!  (Full Year)
This course offers a study of film and film history as the core for teaching more advanced literacy skills. Students learn the physics and history of motion pictures, as well as how to apply filmmaking techniques of their own visual communication. Students read selected text selections and screenplays. The eight units include: “How Movies Got Their Start”, “Silent Narratives”, “Early Talkies, Early Color”, “Genre Classics: The Golden Age of Hollywood”, “Classic Adaptations: The Golden Age of Hollywood and Beyond”, “Documentaries”, “Animation”, and “The Business of Film and Film Festivals”. The LCL! strand focuses on increasing literacy in both written and visual texts, authentic use of vocabulary, improving collaboration skills, building confidence and motivation, and providing opportunities for higher-level thinking.

Guitar – Grades 7 & 8 (Full Year)
Guitar is a course designed for students with little or no experience playing the guitar.  Fundamental concepts explored in the class will include reading music notation and tablature, strumming chords, playing melodies, posture, finger-picking, and using a pick.  By the end of the year, students will be playing simple to intermediate folk and rock songs.

Eighth Grade Electives

 The elective courses offered will depend on enrollment and staffing, to be determined in the late spring.

Lights, Camera, Media, Literacy! (Full Year)
This course offers a study of media, its history, and basic physics as the core for teaching more advanced literacy skills. Lights, Camera, Media, Literacy! Presents a timeline of media with a focus on the history and the physics of communication from the earliest times via storytelling by troubadours and griots to today’s mass media world. The units include: “Storytelling,”  “The Printing Press,” “Newspapers and Print Advertising,” “ Photography and Film,” “Radio,” “Television,” “ Computers and the Internet,” and “Media and Our World”.  Students develop related multi-media projects within each of these units. The LCL! strand focuses on increasing literacy in both written and visual texts, authentic use of vocabulary, improving collaboration skills, building confidence and motivation, and providing opportunities for higher-level thinking.


Studio Art (Semester)
This eighth grade studio art course helps further students’ knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of the visual arts.   Knowledge of techniques and skills is expanded through the use of a variety of media which may include: colored pencil, water colors, tempera paint, pencil, and ink.  The focus will be mainly on 2-D art forms. Students will learn about various artists, art history and related concepts, the elements of art, and the principles of design.  They will also have the chance to apply skills learned in other classes to their art work.  Art careers and the role of artists and designers in society is discussed.  Craftsmanship and safe use of tools and materials is emphasized.  Course Related Fee $5.00 which covers both Studio Art and Ceramics for the year. The course related fee charged to students funds a portion of the costs for specialized materials used as components of studio art take home projects including but not limited to acrylic paints, pastels, and sculpture materials.

Ceramics and Sculpture (Semester)
This eighth grade course focuses on three-dimensional art forms.  Students will explore a variety of 3-D art in various forms such as clay, paper-mache, fiber, paper, and more.  Knowledge of techniques, safe materials usage, and craftsmanship will be emphasized.  Students will participate in activities centered on production, criticism, aesthetics, and art history. They will also have the chance to apply skills learned in other classes to their art work.  Course Related Fee $5.00 which covers both Ceramics and Studio Art for the year.  The course related fee charged to students funds a portion of the costs for specialized materials used as components of ceramics take home projects including but not limited to, clay, glaze, and sculpture materials.

Guitar (Full Year)
Guitar is a course designed for students with little or no experience playing the guitar.  Fundamental concepts explored in the class will include reading music notation and tablature, strumming chords, playing melodies, posture, finger-picking, and using a pick.  By the end of the year, students will be playing simple to intermediate folk and rock songs.

Website Development A/B* (full year)
The recommended prerequisite for enrolling in the course is successful completion of Website Fundamentals offered in Grade 7.
This course is for Grade 8 students.  Students learn web design from storyboard to a finished online Web page and develop actual sites from customers’ specifications using HTML, Java Script, Cold Fusion, Web composers, and objected-oriented programming languages.  Students develop skills in streaming media, server applications, and 3-D animation.  Project management provides students with skills to lead teams through projects, from inception to completion.  A countywide exam is administered at the end of each semester.  Students who successfully complete both semesters and pass the semester B final exam earn 1 credit toward graduation.

 Website Technology Pathway:
 ICT (Grade 6)             Website Development Fundamentals (Grade 7)                 Website     Development A/B (Grade 8)              Advanced Wed & Digital A/B (Grade 9)

Student Service Learning Requirement








Students must earn a minimum of 75 Student Service Learning (SSL) hours before they graduate from high school.
Hours may be accumulated through the following: 
· Curriculum:  Courses with service learning outcomes and activities are identified in the course descriptions. Students may earn all, part, or none of the identified hours based upon evidence of attainment of the service learning outcomes for the course. 
· Co-curricular:  A list of approved school activities and organizations that include SSL is available in schools. 
· Community Organizations:  Students may complete SSL hours through activities offered by approved organizations outside of the school setting and day. A listing of approved organizations is available to students in media centers, guidance offices, from the SSL coordinator in each school, and on the Internet at http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/mc/services/volunteer/ssl.htm.
· Student Service Activities:  A student must present a written proposal for approval to the school service learning committee before performing activities that are not on the approved list. 

Verification of service by completing and submitting the appropriate forms by established timelines is required for hours earned through co-curricular activities, community organizations, and special activities.  For additional information, see the student service learning coordinator at the home school and the student service learning website at www.mcpsssl.org. 















MARYLAND STATE HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS
		Subject
	Number of Credits Required

	
English

	
4

	
Social Studies
	3
US History, NSL Government, and Modern World History – REQUIRED

	
Science
	3
Physical Science and Biological Science – REQUIRED

	
Math

	4
Algebra and Geometry – REQUIRED

	
Physical Education

	
1

	
Health

	
½ 

	
Fine Arts

	
1

	
Technology Education

	
1

	
**Foreign Language

	
2

	
**Advanced Technology
Education
	
2

	
**Career Development
Program
	
3-9

	
Student Service Learning
	
75 Hours

	
22 Credits Needed to Graduate
**Students must complete one ** area to meet graduation requirements.





For the most current diploma and graduation requirements, please see the Montgomery County Public Schools web site at http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org
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