
SEMINARS/OPEN HOUSES/EVENING PROGRAMS
Lunch seminars,  full day open houses and evening programs are offered throughout the school year by Magruder’s College and Career Center.*  The programs are designed to assist students and their families with the college application, testing and scholarship/financial aid process.   Additional seminars will be held to better acquaint Magruder students with career and summer enrichment opportunities as well. Topics to be addressed this school year include:

· September 27, 2011 & Jan. 10, 2012
ACT vs. SAT, Which Test is Best for You? (Seminars)

· October 11, 2011 & March 7, 2012
Creating a Great College Application (Seminars)
· October 20,2011


Opportunities in the Health Professions  (Seminar)

· October 12, 2011


Financial Aid Night, 7:00PM-9:00PM 
· November 16,  2011


Opportunities in the Arts (Seminar)

· November 2, 2011 & January 18, 2012
Nuts & Bolts of Financial Aid  (Open Houses)
· January 2012 



College Information Night for Juniors & Sophomores

· January 25 & February  9, 2012

Understanding the Accuplacer   (Seminars)
· February 22 &  March 14, 2012         
Summer Enrichment Opportunities  (Seminars)
*These programs will be presented by Heidi Garland, Magruder’s College and Career Coordinator, along with invited speakers.  Seminars will be held during all lunch periods and open houses will be on a drop in basis from 7:30 to 3:30 in the Center.  The dates of the programs and follow up reminders will be communicated through the daily announcements, family connection, the MHS listserve, the PTSA bulletin, ConnectED and the College and Career Center webpage.     Students, parents and guardians are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Freshman Foundations/Sophomore Strategies/Junior Jolts/Senior Success

Throughout the school year, all Monday and Friday lunch periods will be set aside in the College and Career Center for students by grade to attend seminars and discussions focusing on their specific interests and concerns related to career and college plans.* Freshmen Foundations will be scheduled the first Monday and Friday of each month, (beginning September 2) followed by Sophomore Strategies the second week, Junior Jolts the third week, and Senior Success the final week.   Topics to be addressed will supplement the information provided in the seminars, open houses and evening programs described above and will include:
· Top Ten Ways to Get in Your College of Choice 

· Finding the Right College Fit

· Use of Naviance Succeed &  other search engines for College/Career/Scholarship/Summer Enrichment Searches 

· Explanation of the application and admissions process, including options for early decision and early action

· Special admissions preferences of colleges (i.e., foreign language and math prerequisites, service learning, internships)

·    Tips for explaining weaknesses in transcript
· Detailed discussions of the SAT vs. ACT and the SAT Subject Tests 

· Test preparation options including financial aid for test prep courses
· Use of Triumph College Admissions (TCA) Free Online Prep Programs

· Test optional colleges

· First in family to attend college

· Colleges for students with learning differences

· Montgomery College, Allegany College of Maryland, The Universities at Shady Grove

· Public/Private four year colleges and universities in the State of Maryland

· Out of state colleges and universities

· Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs)

· Options for transferring colleges

· Academic Common Market

· Vocational and apprenticeship programs

· Help with  college and scholarship essays

· Help with resume writing

· Interview preparation

· Getting the most out of college visits

· Gap Year opportunities

· Study Abroad

· Help with FAFSA

· Employment and summer enrichment opportunities

· Non computer based scholarship searches
· Tips for negotiating financial aid/scholarship packages with colleges

*Students and parents are also welcome and encouraged to meet individually through prearranged appointments or by drop-ins.  


