Scholarships and Financial Aid

Financial aid is any money that helps students meet the costs of postsecondary education. Merit-based aid is offered to students with special talents, skills, or abilities, while need-based aid is available to those students who can demonstrate financial need. Grants and scholarships are gifts of money that do not have to be repaid, while loans must be repaid, usually with interest, after the student graduates or stops attending school.

Eligibility for financial aid from institutions is determined by a financial analysis of family income and assets. All colleges require the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Some colleges also require students to complete the "CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE." Additionally, students are often asked to complete an institutional aid application. Filing a FAFSA form and having a student aid report sent to designated colleges does not necessarily make the student eligible for financial aid.  Families who do not provide financial information through the FAFSA or PROFILE will not be considered for financial aid.  For students and parents who need extra help with the FAFSA, Montgomery College will be sponsoring COLLEGE GOAL SUNDAY this year in February 2012. Bilingual volunteers will be available.      

Seniors should submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as early as possible, beginning January 1, 2012, but no later than March 1st to apply for need-based aid from the federal or Maryland  state government.  The method of filing the FAFSA is online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. The CSS/Financial Aid Profile is a service of the College Board and may be accessed at www.collegeboard.com. Early filing is important. Students must check with each institution for a financial aid filing deadline. Many schools set their own deadline for the FAFSA which must be strictly followed.

In searching for scholarships be sure to make good use of Naviance Succeed.  This software is free to MCPS students and is an excellent internet-based program designed to help students and parents navigate through scholarship process.  The Family Connection component Scholarship List identifies numerous scholarship opportunities including deadlines, monetary awards, merit and/or need based criteria, essay and service learning hour requirements.  Scholarship Match ties eligibility for scholarships to students’ gender, ethnicity and GPA.  To access scholarships available on Family Connection, go to: “Magruderhs.org,” click “Career Center” then “Family Connection.” Put in your email and password and then click   “Scholarship Match” and/or “Scholarship List.”  If you do not have a password, stop by the college and career center or visit your counselor.   Family Connection can also be accessed directly through:  http://connection.naviance.com/magruder.  Students should make sure to check with their prospective colleges for additional scholarship money available through the institutions.  Detailed Scholarship Information Packets are also available in the Magruder College and Career Center.  Finally, because official transcripts for scholarships need to be sent directly through the Center, please allow no less than five days advance notice prior to the deadline when dropping off your transcript requests.

Maryland State Scholarships and Grants

Seniors can obtain information about the various Maryland State scholarship programs online at www.mhec.state.md.us/financialAid/student_information.asp or by calling 1-800-974-1024. Legislative and Senatorial Scholarships are available to students planning to attend college in state. Locate your legislative districts and obtain the names of the state senators and delegates online at http://redistricting.state.md.us/maryland/map.asp. or by contacting the Board of Election Supervisors at 410-777-8500. 

The Maryland Higher Education Commission provides information about scholarship and grant programs available for Maryland residents such as the Guaranteed Access Grant and the Educational Assistance Grant. See http://www.mhec.state.md.us/financialAid/descriptions.asp. Also consider the Academic Common Market that allows Maryland residents to attend  out-of-state schools at in-state tution rates if a particular major is unavailable at any Maryland colleges or universities.

Merit and Financial Based Scholarship Opportunities

AES Engineers Scholarship-Available to studentsinteresting in pursuing a career in engineering.  Applicationdeadline in October 2011.
UMBC Meyerhoff Scholarship-Full scholarship to attend UMBC for students interested in technology.  Deadline is October 2011.
Horatio Alger Scholarship-Available to seniors with a strong commitment to their community.  Deadline is October 2011.

Emory University Scholars-Available to seniors admitted to Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia, with strong academic, character and leadership records.  Deadline November 2011.

University of Virginia Jefferson Scholars Program-Full scholarship to UVA.  Awarded to students with strong academic, extracurricular and leadership records.  Deadline is November 2011.

Comcast Leaders and Achievers-$1,000 merit award to senior who demonstrates strong leadership skills and academic achievement.  Deadline is December 2011.

SAE Engineering Scholarships-Awarded to seniors with strong academic records, board scores and leadership skills interested in chemistry, physics, biology or computer science.

Deadline is December 2011.
AIU High School Diplomats Program-Available to sophomores and juniors.  This program brings American and Japanese High School students together at Princeton University for a 10-day cross-cultural and educational exchange program.  Japanese language is not a prerequisite. Program dates, late July-early August 2012.   Full cost of program will be covered. Visit www.highschooldisplomats.com  Application deadline is January 2012.

Rochester Institute of Technology Digital Arts, Film and Animation Competition-Available for Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing students in grades 9-12.  Awards will be given in web design, graphic media, film, 3-D animation, interactive media and photo illustration.  For further information visit www.rit.edu/NTID/Arts or ArtsCompetition@ntid.rit.edu.  Deadline is January 2012.  

Montgomery College Scholars-Awarded by Montgomery College to students pursuing any major.  Tuition, books and fees are covered for two years.  GPA, SAT scores, extracurricular activities, letters of recommendation, and an essay will be considered for acceptance.  24 students will be selected.  For further information contact Maria Adams Davidson at 240-567-5039 or Maria.Adamson@montgomerycolledge.edu.  The deadline is January 2012.

Montgomery College Macklin Business Institute Scholars-Awarded by Montgomery College to students interested in pursing a career in business.  Tuition, books and fees are covered for two years.  GPA, SAT scores, letters of recommendation, extracurricular activities, and an essay will be considered for acceptance.  24 students will be selected.   For further information call 240-567-1707 or visit www.macklin.org.  Deadline is January  2012.

MDDC Press Foundation Michael S. Powell High School Journalist of the Year- Available to an outstanding senior staff member of a Maryland, Delaware or DC high school newspaper.  Winner will receive $1,500 cash scholarship.  For application visit www.mddcpress.com   Deadline is January 2012.

Scholastic, Inc., Art and Writing Awards Competition-Available to all high school students interested in submitting visual art and photography portfolios and/or creative writing pieces.  Deadline is January 2012.
American Society of Military Comptrollers-Available to Seniors entering a field of study related to financial operations; e.g., business administration, economics, accounting finance, etc.  Scholastic achievements, extracurricular activities and leadership roles in those activities will be considered.  Applications at Scholarships@Washington-ASMC.org. Deadline is January 2012.

University of Maryland at College Park Pathways Program-Awarded to academically qualified students with a high degree of financial need who may be eligible to attend college debt free. Applications will be available in early February 2012 on the Maryland Higher Education Commission website, www.mhec.state.md.us.  Questions should be directed to, Sarah Bauder, Assistant Vice President, Enrollment Services and Financial Aid at sbauder@umd.edu.

KFC Colonel’s Scholars Program- For seniors with a minimum GPA of 2.75 who are planning on pursuing a bachelor’s degree at a public college in Maryland.  Financial need and entrepreneurial spirit will be considered. Online application available beginning December 2011 at www.kfcscholars.org.  

USAFunds Access to Education Scholarships-Available to seniors from low income households.  Preference for students with documented physical disabilities.  Visit www.usafunds.org/scholarship.  Deadline is February 2012.

Armed Forces Communications & Electronics Association (AFCEA NOVA) Scholarship-For students interested in pursuing careers in Information Technology/Computer Science, Engineering, Mathematics, and National Security.  For further information contact John Skudlarek, Scholarship Chair, at scholarships@afceanova.org.  Application available at

http://www.afceanova.org/committee/scholarship-committee. Deadline is February 2012.

Montgomery County Branch NAACP-Available to seniors with a minimum WGPA of 3.0, with active participation in extracurricular, faith-based, volunteer or paid employment.   Visit the college and career center for an application.  Deadline is February 2012. 

SAGE SCHOLARSHIP-Available to students 15-18 who live in the Greater Olney area and have contributed to youth projects.  Deadline is February 2012.
Air Force Officers’ Wives Scholarship-Available to seniors residing in the D.C. Metropolitan area who are dependents of a United States Air Force member on active duty, retired MIA/POW or deceased.  Also eligible are dependents whose USAF sponsor is assigned remote from the area or reassigned during the current school year and the student has remained behind to graduate.  Academic, citizenship achievements and financial need will be considered.  Applications available at www.afowc.com.  Deadline is February 2012  

Maryland Farm Bureau-Applicants must be members of the bureau.  GPA will be considered and an essay is required.  Deadline is February 2012.
The AXA Foundation-This foundation is looking for ethnically and economically diverse students who have shown ambition and drive, determination to set and reach goals, respect for self, family and community and ability to succeed in college. Applications are available at www.axa-achievement.com.  Deadline is February 2012.

Star Scholarship Foundation-Available to African American students in 9th, 10th and 11th grade.  Scholarships are provided for future college or vocational school costs.  Requirements include consistently above average grades or grades showing significant progressive improvement over three marking periods, significant academic accomplishments and volunteer efforts or community involvement, responsibility in family life and responsible participation in service-oriented or extracurricular activities.  Scholarships may be renewable yearly.  An essay and three recommendations are necessary.  Visit the career center for further information. Application deadline is February 2012.

Howard P. Rawlings Guaranteed Access Grant-Available to seniors with a minimum, un weighted GPA of 2.5, who are planning to attend a Maryland college or university as a full-time student.  Students must also have a total family annual income that qualifies for the GA grant, as determined through the FAFSA.  For additional information visit, www.mhec.state.md.us.  Questions can also be directed to Theresa Lowe at 410-260-4555 or tlowe@mhec.state.md.us.  Applications are available in the college and career center or online and should be completed by March 1, 2012 for priority consideration.

National Academy of  Engineers (SWE) Available to senior girls interested in majoring in engineering. For further information visit http://www.baltwashswe.org/ or http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/.  Deadline is March 2012.

International Society for Key Women Educators Delta Kappa Gamma-Available for a senior girl, with financial need, preparing for a career in education. $1000 for each of four years of study will be granted. Transcript, professional academic recommendations and financial need will be considered.  For application, visit the college and career center.  Deadline is March 2012. 

Baltimore Community Foundation Christa McAuliffe Scholarship-Available for seniors planning to attend a Maryland college and who plan a teaching career in Maryland. Students must have a minimum GPA of 3.0.  Two 300 word essays must be submitted on “Why I want to be a teacher,” and “The special talents and abilities I possess that will be helpful in a teaching career.”  Scholarship is $1,000 renewable.  Applications available online at www.bcf.org/scholarships.  For questions contact Anne Ross Knoeller, Scholarship Coordinator, at 410-332-4172 ext. 171 or by email at aknoeller@bcf.org. Early application deadline is February  2012.  (If the application is postmarked by February 15, BCF will share it with the College Bound Foundation for consideration for one of the scholarships the foundation administers.)  Standard applications must be postmarked by April 2012.

Maryland State Foster Care Tuition Fee Waiver-This program provides tuition for foster children under 21 who attend public Maryland colleges and universities through the Maryland Higher Education Commission.  For details call 800-974-0203 or visit www.MDgo4it.org.

2012 MCPS Educational Foundation Scholarships-Available to seniors who plan to attend Montgomery College.  Criteria will be based on financial need and strong academic potential. Scholarships will range from $500 to $3,200.   The Educational Foundation has also partnered with several Montgomery county senators and delegates to identify students for legislative scholarships.  Students should visit www.mdelect.net/electedofficials/ to check their address to determine if they live in the eligible districts.  Additional questions can be emailed to ED_Foundation@mcpsmd.org.  Applications are available in the career center.  Competed applications should be mailed to, Mr. Larry A. Bowers, 850 Hungerford Drive, Room 149, Rockville, Maryland 20850.  Deadline is March 2012.  

Naval Officers’ Spouses’ Club of Washington, D.C.-Merit based scholarships available to seniors who are dependent children of an active duty, retired or deceased U.S. Navy service member.  Scholarships will be awarded based on scholastic achievement, school and community involvement.  For an application visit the career center.  Deadline is April 2012.

The Bernie Scholarship Awards Program-Available to low-income residents of housing owned or managed by the Housing Opportunities Commission (HOC), Rockville Housing Enterprises (RHE), Edgewood Properties or the Scotland Community.   School and employment records, community service, and evidence of financial need will be taken into consideration. For further information visit www.berniescholarships.org or the career center.  Applications should be sent to The Bernie Scholarship Awards Program, P.O. Box 2514, Rockville, MD 20847-2514.  Application due April 2012.

Federal Water Quality Association-Available to seniors interested in studying environmental science. Deadline is April 2012.

Posse Foundation-Available for students interested in studying at University of Wisconsin, Madison, University of the South, Grinnell, Bucknell or Lafayette.  Deadline for nominations is June 2012.

Big Sun Scholarship-Scholarship available for seniors who excel in athletics.  Deadline is June 2012.
Teen Travel Writing Scholarship-Applicants must be 13-18 years old.  Essay required on travel experience.  Visit www.travelbigo.com/scholarships/SATW.

Delegate Roger Manno Scholarship Fund for Students with Pervasive Developmental Disorders and other Special Needs.  For further information stop by the scholarship fund office at 15400 Calhoun Drive, Suite 425,Rockville Maryland.  Deadline is June 2012.
Herb Block Scholarship-Available to community college bound students living in Montgomery County, Maryland.  Deadline is July 7 and November 10, 2012.
First-In-Family To Go To College Websites

Sallie Mae Fund First in My Family Scholarship Program

McKelveyScholarship:  http://scholarships.collegetoolkit.com/scholarships/awards/mckelvey_scholarship/7265.aspx
OCA-UPS Gold Mountain Scholarship:
http://scholarships.collegetoolkit.com/scholarships/awards/oca-ups_gold_mountain_scholarship/5789.aspx
The Center for Student Opportunity works with four-year, residential colleges across the country to promote access and opportunities among first-generation college, low-income students.  Visit www.csocollegecenter.org for more information.

OPPORTUNITIES FROM THE IVY LEAGUE


A number of Ivy League colleges and universities have made it a high priority to give large grants to accepted students with significant financial need.  Please check the websites of these institutions for further details.

Scholarships Available to Magruder Students Only

Counseling Services Character Award

Stephen E. Berry Memorial Scholarship

Senator Nancy King Legislative Scholarship

Delegate Kirill Reznick Legislative Scholarship

Justin Davis Memorial Scholarship

Hungerford LaMotte Leadership Award 
Harvard Book Prize

Kappa Alpha Phi Book Award

MCABSE Community Leader Award

Nicole Lee Memorial Scholarship

Magruder PTSA First in Family Outstanding Senior Award

McGeehin Scholarship

Montgomery Central Lions Club Scholarship
Olney Lions Club Service Award/Clyde Unglesbee Memorial Scholarship

David Steinberg Community Service Award

Christian V. Labas Memorial Scholarship

Lee Stern Peacemaker Award

Magruder Award
