FINDING THE RIGHT COLLEGE FIT

I.  WHAT ARE YOUR ACADEMIC INTERESTS?  WHERE DO YOU SEE YOURSELF IN FIVE/TEN YEARS?

· What are the schools academic strengths/weaknesses?

·  Would you feel more comfortable in a smaller learning environment, EVEN if the curriculum is not as broad?  Would a large school be better, but BEWARE required  courses may not always be available when you want to take them.

· Would a midsize school be a perfect fit or be too limiting in ways both a small and large school are not?

· Faculty-to-student ratio? Class size?  Academic advising?  Career advising?

·  What are the number of requirements to graduate? 

· What courses are required? Is there a core curriculum?

· Number of courses required/per semester?

· Is the school on a quarter/semester/trimester schedule?

· Are there opportunities for interdisciplinary study?

· Is there an Honors program? Is there a Certificate program?  In what areas?

· What opportunities do students have to do research? Size and accessibility of libraries? 

· Does the school provide for internships and field study during the academic year?

· What are the opportunities for studying abroad?  Do credits and tuition fees transfer   when a student goes overseas?

· Cost:  What % of students graduate in four years?  Public/Private schools, endowments, % of students receiving financial aid and merit scholarships.  Is aid renewable?  

II.          WHAT ARE YOUR HOBBIES/INTERESTS/PASSIONS?

· What are the extracurricular offerings?  Do they match your interests/passions?   Many students will pursue the same extracurricular interests they do in high school.
III.        DO NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE IMPORTANCE OF CAMPUS & SOCIAL LIFE

· Is there a campus feel? Do students go home on weekends?  

· % of students returning after first year?  % who graduate?

· What is the relationship between the school and the nearby community?

·  Roommate relationships will be very important to happiness.  How are roommates

 selected? Are there options to change roommate assignments if necessary?

· Is housing guaranteed/what years?  Types of housing options. % living on campus.

· Sororities/fraternities as part of social life 

· Diversity

· Location

RULE OF THUMB FOR ADMISSIONS:  CAN YOU DO THE REQUIRED WORK & WHAT WILL YOU BRING TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY.

Naviance Succeed/Family Connection
In searching for careers and colleges be sure to make good use of Naviance Succeed.  This software is free to MCPS students and is an excellent internet-based program designed to help students and parents navigate through the college search process.  The Family Connection component allows students to perform college searches, compare institutions, view scattergrams data showing acceptance statistics of previous Magruder graduating classes, as well as many other functions. Students can also use Family Connection to build a resume, summarize postsecondary goals, keep track of their test scores and college applications. Additional options include personality tests and interest inventories for gaining insight on career interests and opportunities. Students can also easily access information about careers, compare similar types of occupations and view potential salaries.  Email announcements are regularly sent through Family connection so students should also check their accounts regularly. To access Family Connection go to: “Magruderhs.org,”click “Career Center” then “Family Connection.”  Then put in your email address and password. Family Connection can also be accessed through http://connection.naviance.com/magruder.  If you do not have a password, stop by the college and career center or visit your counselor.  Detailed summaries of what is available through family connection on colleges and careers are listed below:
COLLEGES:

· Colleges I am Thinking About - Students can keep a record of colleges they are interested in.

Colleges I am Applying to - Students can keep a record of colleges they are applying to including document s submitted.

· Upcoming College Visits - Listing of  colleges visiting Magruder’s College and Career Center including, date, time and name of admissions representative.

COLLEGE RESEARCH:

· College Match - Generate a list of colleges that have accepted Magruder graduates within similar GPA averages and standardized test score ranges.

· College Compare - Compare students’ own test scores and GPA to college averages.
· College Lookup - Look up colleges by name, by alphabet, by state or by country to get information on admissions, academics and cost.

· College Search - Perform a college search by identifying criteria important to the student, including size, location, academics, special programs and costs.
· College Resources - Listing of resources available to help with college and financial aid and scholarship searches, standardized test preparation, information on athletics, and on engineering programs.
· College Maps - Location of colleges by category including Common Application colleges, HBCUs, Ivy Leagues, Engineering and Hispanic Serving  schools.
· Scattergrams - Visual chart of college acceptances and rejections of Magruder graduates by UGPA and SAT scores since 2001.
· Acceptance History - List of colleges with number of Magruder graduates accepted and enrolled.
EXPLORE CAREERS:

· Favorite Careers and Clusters - Students can explore careers including knowledge and skills needed, and review related occupations including wage variations based on location.
Explore Careers and Clusters – Students can explore hundreds of careers both individually and by  related  clusters, i.e., Information Technology, Finance, Human Services, Marketing, Education and Training, Health Science, Government and Public Administration, Arts and Communications, and Manufacturing.

           WHAT ARE MY INTERESTS?

· Personality Type - This is a Self Discovery Assessment where students are given a brief description of two people and decide which person sounds most like them.  Results give students direction on possible career interest clusters based on their personality type.

· Career Interest Profiler –This assessment is comprised of 180 short answer questions asking students about activities they like and dislike.  At the conclusion of the assessment, students are given a profiler identifying their interests.  The interests are divided into six categories including: realistic, investigative, artistic, social, enterprising and conventional.  Students can then access a matching occupation list  including  detailed information about the occupations, education required and potential salaries based on location.    
· Cluster Finder- Students can initiate career searches based on career clusters matching their interests and personal qualities.


ACCUPLACER 

For students considering Montgomery College, make be sure to prepare for the Accuplacer, the computerized assessment that will determine course placement at MC.  Seminars will be held in the College and Career Center on January 25 and February 9, 2012 to help students prepare for the Accuplacer and detailed materials are also currently available.
