
 

This Week at LES: March 30, 2015 

Dear Parents, 

This week may be short, but as always, it will be a busy one!   

On Monday our fourth graders will travel to Johns Hopkins University in Rockville to participate 
in a chemistry lesson through the art of bread making!  Fourth graders will also meet with our staff 
patrol and WLES sponsors this week to learn about these important “service” employment 
opportunities for next year.   

Monday evening you are invited to participate in a community discussion regarding the 
Gaithersburg Cluster School Feasibility Study (see info below).   

Tuesday all students will enjoy a PTA Cultural Arts presentation designed to demonstrate 
teamwork and collaboration through the production of Broadway Musicals.    

Later in the week our third graders will participate in a presentation that aligns with their Bluebird 
Inquiry project. Students will learn about habitat restoration from guest speaker and community 
member, Mrs. McDowell.    Students are planning to construct nesting boxes for the birds later 
this spring.   The boxes will be donated to community members.   

Our first graders are observing a bald eagle habitat via a live web camera.  They are able to watch 
the eaglets hatch and can observe the parents caring for their young.  Besides the obvious science 
connections, observing the bald eagle aligns with their investigation of our national symbols!   The 
link to the live web camera was sent home so that families can enjoy the eagle’s family!  What a 
great topic for dinner conversation!  

Second graders are launching a unit on poetry and will be deepening their understanding of various 
types of imagery to include in their writings, both creative and informational!  Students will then 
create PowerPoint presentations to share their work.   

Our kindergarten students continue to work as archeologists to conduct research to “dig up” 
information about dinosaurs!  They are creating dioramas to present and share their learning! 

We’d like to acknowledge the excellent work of all our third, fourth, and fifth grade students and 
staff members during the recent Partnership for the Assessment of College and Career Readiness 
(PARCC) administration.    The students maintained a positive attitude and gave 100% effort 
throughout.   The same can be said for our staff!   We will also administer an “End of Year” (EOY)  
PARCC assessment for grades three through five.  This EOY assessment is a selected response 
one only (multiple choice).  It is also administered via the computer.  The EOY window opens in 
late April.  Dates will be sent soon.   

Please continue to review the teachers’ weekly grade level email newsletters and discuss the 
learning and assignments with your children.  



 

We wish you all a safe and wonderfully relaxing spring break.  We are honored that you entrust 
us with your children and look forward to coming back after break and finishing the year strong! 

Donna Sagona, Principal 

****************************************************************************
Gaithersburg Cluster Feasibility Study- Community Meeting to be 
held at LES-March 30th  

The MCPS Feasibility Study meeting at Laytonsville ES is scheduled for the evening of March 
30th.  Please join us in the media center from 7:00 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.   The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss the enrollment growth in the Gaithersburg Cluster.   Because of the increased growth, 
selected elementary schools will require additional classrooms or a new elementary school will 
need to be built. 

 In November 2013, the Board of Education directed Montgomery County Public Schools' staff to 
study the feasibility of classroom additions at four elementary schools in the Gaithersburg Cluster 
area in order to determine the best option to alleviate the overcrowding.  Laytonsville Elementary 
is one of the four being considered for additions in the next few years.  The results of these studies 
will be compared to the cost of opening a new elementary school. 

MCPS held a community meeting at Gaithersburg High School on February 24th.    Meetings are 
also being held at each of the four elementary schools being considered for additions. Laytonsville 
Elementary's individual community meeting is slated for Monday, March 30th at 7:00 p.m.  At 
this time, MCPS representatives will share information and collect community input.  Please join 
us in this discussion.  We need to hear your opinions! 

There will be a final meeting for all cluster schools on April 28th at Gaithersburg HS from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. to review the results.   

   
SGA Organizing “Pennies for Patient” Campaign 

Information was sent home regarding the Pennies for Patients campaign conducted by our 
Student Government Association (SGA).   All monetary donations will go to support The 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in its work to find cures and access to treatment for blood 
cancer patients.   Thank you and your child in advance your support! 

At LES…It’s easy being “Green” 

At Laytonsville Elementary, our students are learning the skills, knowledge, and ethics to be 
stewards of our environment; now and in the future.  Our “green culture” is embedded in our 
formal and informal curricula as well as in our daily actions to reduce, reuse, and recycle.   



 

In order to communicate and enhance our environmental efforts, LES is applying for Green 
School status through the Maryland Green Schools Program (MDGS).   The Green School 
designation is a prestigious one and requires applicants to demonstrate a significant body of work 
towards maintaining and improving environmental sustainability.   There are currently 450 
Maryland Green Schools or 20% of approximately 2200 public and independent schools with 
one million Pre K-12 students.   

Our application is being facilitated by our Green Team sponsor, Ms. Diane Hudson.  We are 
currently in the process of documenting our efforts in order to submit the application.   

Laytonsville Elementary School Students...GET GROWING with an 

Edible Garden! 

We have some exciting news so....keep your eyes open for upcoming changes to the courtyard 
across from the cafeteria!  After spring break, we will be putting in an edible container garden and 
we will be growing lots of delicious vegetables and herbs for fresh healthy salads.  We received a 
$2,000 grant from Whole Foods' Whole Kids Foundation to help us build the garden this year.   
Students will have an opportunity to help plant and harvest the vegetables this spring and next fall 
as well.   This is a wonderful volunteer opportunity - all interested persons should contact the 
garden coordinator Jessica Snyder directly at jessica@waredaca.com.  Laytonsville Elementary 
School is excited to get growing!  We would like to thank Jessica Snyder for facilitating this 
engaging learning experience. We’d also like to thank Mr. Kevin Bohrer and Goshen Enterprises 
donating time and resources! 

 
Take Your Child to Work Day April 23, 2015 
Thursday, April 23, 2015 is Take Your Child to Work Day.   The purpose of this day is to help 
teach children about the work-a-day world of their parents, work ethic, family/work balance, and 
to get them thinking about their own grown-up careers and continued education.    If you plan to 
participate in this year’s event, please send a note or email to your child’s teacher prior to April 
23, 2015.  This day will be an excused absence if documented by parents.   
 
Previously Recorded Parent PARCC Webinars 
Through the month of February, the Maryland State Department of Education, MSDE worked 
together to provide informational webinars about the implementation of the PARCC test for 
Maryland parents. Below are the recorded links for each webinar. To access all the recorded 
webinars, use the following email address:     http://bit.ly/parent-webinars    
The archived webinars are as follows: 
PARCC Assessments: Structure & Thinking Skills - http://bit.ly/PARCC-2 
Informational webinar to learn about the design of the PARCC assessments, explore available 
resources, and uncover the thinking skills measured on the assessments. 
Social Studies: A Piece of the PARCC Puzzle - http://bit.ly/PARCC-3 
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http://bit.ly/parent-webinars


 

How does social studies contribute to a student’s success on PARCC? Learn what happens 
during a social studies lesson that reinforces that skills needed when taking the PARCC 
Assessment. Also, receive some strategies that you can use at home. 
English Language Arts: A Piece of the PARCC Puzzle - http://bit.ly/PARCC-4 
This webinar will present the components of the PARCC English Language Arts Assessment. 
We will discuss and show examples of the types of items students will complete, and share 
resources parents can use to help students succeed. 
Mathematics: A Piece of the PARCC Puzzle - http://bit.ly/PARCC-5 
Developing an understanding of the timeline and process for the implementation of the PARCC 
Mathematics test. Discover resources to support your child before and while taking the PARCC 
Assessment. 
Special Education: A Piece of the PARCC Puzzle – http://bit.ly/PARCC-6 
Information for parents of children with special needs who are scheduled to take the new 
PARCC assessment this spring. Learn more about PARCC’s accessibility features and 
accommodations, and get your questions answered by MSDE’s Special Education experts. 
 
LES Spirit Wear Shop is Open for Business just in time for Spring 
 

LES T-shirts, sweatshirts, car magnets and more! Lots of colors and new designs. 
Free shipping, no tax, credit cards accepted.   Click here to shop now:  
http://store.dynamite-graphics.com/laytonsville     We also have limited sizes in stock. Contact 
Kim Braun if you'd prefer to purchase off line with cash or check. 

All parents of MCPS second grade students will be receiving a survey via US Mail.  A letter was 
sent home with parents last week explaining the instructional purpose for the survey.  Please 
complete the survey and return to your child’s teacher within a week of receiving the survey.  
Please contact a member of our second grade team or Mrs. Sagona if you have any questions.   

Yearbook Ordering Begins! Flyers and Online ordering info 
sent home last week! 
This year we are using Freed Photography Studios as our school photographer and they work 
with the company, School Annual, to publish their schools’ yearbooks.  Fliers advertising the 
sale of the yearbooks with an attached order envelope were sent home at the end of last week.   If 
you are interested in ordering a yearbook, please complete the order envelope and enclose your 
check for $21 payable to Laytonsville Elementary and send the envelope back to your child’s 
teacher. 

You can also order ONLINE!   Go to:  www.SchoolAnnual.com.  Click on the “Buy Your 
Student’s Yearbook” tab at the top right of the webpage.  Then either enter the name 
“Laytonsville” or find our school name in the drop down menu.  You will automatically be 
directed to the purchasing page where you may enter your information.  In the section where you 
are asked what your child’s ‘home room number’ is, please just write your child’s teacher’s 

http://store.dynamite-graphics.com/laytonsville
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name even though you have already entered this information. . There is no fee for ordering 
online. 

Year will be on sale from now until April 24.  All books purchased during this time will be 
delivered by the beginning of June.  Any books purchased after April 24 may not be delivered by 
the end of school. 

Looking Ahead- Orientation for Students Entering 
Kindergarten in August of 2015 
Orientation for next year’s kindergarten students will be held on Thursday, May 7 and Friday, 
May 8. Please be sure to contact the school office to register for an orientation session if you have 
a child who will be entering Kindergarten in the fall of 2015.  As a reminder, students must be 5 
years of age as of September 1 to be eligible to enter Kindergarten during the 2015-2016 school 
year.  Please note that there will be no school for our current kindergarten students on these 
two days in order for our teachers to participate in this process.   

'Candyland' Spring Festival Coming Sat, May 16 
How sweet it is ... be sure to mark your calendar and watch for more information coming soon. If 
you have any questions, contact Pam Martinez at whosenforcer@hotmail.org. 

Calendar of Events –  

March 30, 2015        Grade Four Field Trip-Bread Making Chemistry Johns Hopkins University 
                                  Shady Grove 
March 30, 2015        Community Meeting Feasibility Study – Laytonsville ES 7-8:30 p.m. 
March 31, 2015       Cultural Arts Assembly 9:30 and 10:30 a.m.   LMproject from NYC   
                                “Broadway Bound”—Thank you PTA 
April 2, 2015            Habitat Restoration Presentation-Third Graders 2:00 p.m. 
April 3-12, 2015       Spring Break  
April 13, 2015          Spring Clubs Begin this week 
April 14, 2015          Report Cards Distributed 
April 14, 2015          Grade One In House Presentation- Bar T- Watts Up Program 
April 16, 2015          Guest Reader Day (rescheduled from March 2) 
April 17, 2015           LES Variety Show- Gaithersburg HS-Theme The British Invasion 
April 20, 2015         Author’s Visit- Ms. Jennifer O’Connell- Grades K-2 
April 21, 2015          Spring Pictures 
April 21-25, 2015    Elementary and Middle School Arts’ Fair Lakeforest Mall 
April 22, 2015          Earth Day 
April 23, 2015         Take Our Sons and Daughters to Work Day 
April 25, 2015        4th and 5th Graders to Sing National Anthem at Frederick Keys Game 
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April 25, 2015       Laytosnville Fire Department Rededication Ceremony 
April 28, 2015        Final Gaithersburg Cluster Feasibility Meeting- Gaithersburg HS 7 p.m. 
May 4-8, 2015         Staff Appreciation Week 
May 6, 2015             Cultural Arts Assembly 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. Classical Hip Hop duo  
                                  Of Shristylez and Wytold –Thank you PTA 
May 7, 2015            First Graders to Rose Hill Manor- Info coming home soon 
May 7 & 8,2015       Kindergarten Orientation-No School for CURRENT Kindergarten Students 
May 11, 2015             Muffins for Mom-NEW DATE 
May 13, 2015           MCPS 5th Grade Honors Chorus- Watkins Mill HS  PM 
May 15, 2015           Patrol Picnic 
May 16, 2015          LES Spring Festival- Theme- Candy Land 
May 25, 2015          Memorial Day Holiday 
May 27, 2015         Fourth Grade Trip to St. Mary’s…TENTATIVE 
May 28, 2015         Fourth Grade Choral and Instrumental Music Program 
May 29, 2015          Grade Five End of Year Celebration- Bar T Ranch 
June 3-5, 2015        Spring Scholastic Book Fair 
June 5, 2015           PTA End of Year Picnic 
June 10, 2015        Fifth Grade Promotion- 9:45 a.m. 
June 12, 2015       Last Day of School****  May change due to Inclement Weather 
 
 
 


