I found this idea in the January 3rd issue of Better Teaching, and I re-typed it so that you can easily save it or print it out.  It can be used as either a summarizer or an activator.  My comments are in red.






SONAR
Sonar is an underwater feedback device.  But Lisa Riasetto, a teacher at Jacksonville, Florida's Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School, has created her own SONAR to get feedback from students on how well they're learning.

Riasetto's SONAR is a comprehension check.  It tests students' ability to give back facts they've learned.  Knowing they will have a comprehension check has an added benefit.  It keeps students alert during lessons.

Here's what Riasetto does.  Each morning, she writes an outline on the board of what will be covered in class (Itinerary for the Lesson -- Big Picture -- Clarity).  About five minutes before dismissal, she begins SONAR.  

She picks a student and asks, "What did you learn today?"  She goes around the room several times.

Students must give a learned fact, not just say, "We studied solar systems." And they can't repeat a fact another student has given.  So they must stay focused on what's said.

"Students really enjoy the challenge of coming up with a new fact," says Riasetto.

Riasetto teaches elementary students, but knows SONAR works for all levels.  A professor used it with her in a college course.  

