Inside Outside Circle

(Spencer Kagan)

This cooperative learning structure lends itself to review of factual material and recall/comprehension questions.  Directions to students are as follows:

· On an index card, write a question that you could answer from something we talked about/you learned today (this week, etc.).

· Turn the card over and write out the answer.

· Stand and form a circle around the room

· Letter off A-B-A-B.

· A’s take two steps forward, turn and face a B.

· Ask your question of your partner.  If he/she has trouble answering it, help him/her.  

· Switch roles – B ask his question of A.

· Switch cards – A take B’s and B’s take A’s.

· Turn to your left 90 degrees.

· Walk two spaces in the direction you are facing and turn and face a new partner.

· Ask your old partner’s question of the new partner.

This can continue for as long as you have the time to review.

Variations:

· Students write several questions initially in case they face a partner who has written the same question.

· Teacher participates in the circle. 

