HIGHLAND
HIGHLIGHTS

Montgomery County
Public Schools

Volume I, Issue 5

January 6, 2012

TESTING SEASON IS UPON US!

Students in kindergarten, first grade and second grade are currently participating in the Montgomery
County Public Schools Assessment Program in Primary Reading (MCPS AP-PR). This assessment is
administered three times a year (fall, winter, spring) and provides teachers and administrators with forma-
tive data to make informed instructional decisions and monitor student reading progress. Students in 3rd,
4th and Sth grade are currently taking the Measures of Academic Progress in Reading (MAP-R). This
assessment is administered three times a year (fall, winter, spring) and measures student growth in reading
over time. These data enable teachers to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of each student.

The Maryland School Assessment (MSA) is administered to all 3rd, 4th, and Sth grade students. The
norm-referenced items provide national percentile ranks to describe how well a student performed in read-
ing and mathematics compared to his/her peers nationally. The criterion-referenced items provide profi-
ciency scores (expressed as Basic, Proficient, or Advanced proficiency level) to describe how well a stu-
dent has mastered the reading, mathematics and science content specified in the Maryland Content Stand-
ards. Individual student scores are reported to parents in the fall. The Terra Nova/Second Edition (TN/2)
is administered to all 2nd grade students. These data measure student proficiency in reading, language
arts, language mechanics, mathematics, and mathematic computation. Individual student scores are report-
ed to parents in the fall.

The following dates are provided to inform parents of the schedules for the state and county mandatory
spring testing. Please mark these dates on your calendar. Parents should refrain from scheduling
trips/doctor appointments/etc. on these dates. It is extremely important that students attend school on these

days and participate in these assessments. L

TESTING DATES

Gr. 3 &4 | MSA Reading | March 12-13

Gr.5 MSA Reading |March 14, 15

Gr. 3 &4 | MSA Math March 16 —19

Gr.5 MSA Math March 20-21

Grade2 |[TN2 April 16-20

NEW FLOORS IN THE GYMNASIUM

The State of Maryland has made funding available for Highland to have our wood —— —
gymnasium floors replaced this summer! In return, Highland PTA will provide 250 X______
hours of volunteer time for the next two years. Please see Mr. John Alcoba, Parent =
Community Coordinator, if you are interested in volunteering opportunities!

UPDATE ON SCHOOL BASED HEALTH CENTER

Construction of our school based health center is moving along right on schedule. We anticipate that the
health center will open summer 2012. The health center will provide enhanced health ser-
vices and resources to our students and their families. A nurse practitioner or doctor will be
on-site to treat students who arrive ill or injured in the School Based Health Center.

NOTE FROM THE HEALTH ROOM

This is a reminder for all Highland families: It is very important to have correct phone numbers for every
child. It is very difficult to get in touch with some parents when their child is sick. Sometimes, students
have real emergencies and 911 may need to be called. If any parent has received a letter from the health
room before break about their child failing their hearing and vision screening, it is important to have them
checked as soon as possible and bring the results of further testing to the Health Room. Remember, it is

OUTDOOR RECESS

As you are aware, temperatures are dropping and it is getting colder and colder with each passing week.
Generally, students will go outside for recess when it is approximately 32 degrees or warmer. Please help
us by making sure that your children are coming to school with appropriate winter clothing, hats and
gloves, as they will be going outside for recess on most days.

IMPORTANT DATES
1/10/12—Pre-K/Head Start
Parent Mtg. @ 9:00 a.m.

1/10/12—PTA Meeting @
9:00 a.m.

1/16/12—No School—Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day

1/20/12—Family Night—Movie
@ 6:00 p.m.

1/23/12—End of 2nd Marking
Period

1/23/12— No School for Students




VOLUNTARIOS EN PRIMER PLANO

Gracias a los siguientes padres:
Sr. & Sra. Jusino, Sra. Nita Gomes, Sra. Lizbeth Lizarraga, Sra. Maria Cortez, Sra. Lina Vega, Sra. Vigali Ortega

por ayudar con nuestro proyecto de artes del feriado!

®  Por ayudar con el almuerzo para el personal de Highland el 12/23/11:

Alde, Josephine
Alfonso, Lorena
Da Costa, Celine
Espinoza, Vicente
Franco, Celia
Govekung, Adeline
Guzman, Juana
Hernandez, Isabel
Jayas, Edith
Jusino, Diana
Kent, Lois

Lima, Norma
Mookung, Tu
Morales, Adelso
Nau, Amela
Onyegbule, Stella
Ortega, Bigali
Ramos, Amna
Rivera, Ana
Rodriguez, Melvin
Tuokey, Siobhan

Ambion, Maria
Aquino, Jessica
Benitez, Maria
Calderon, Rosa
Castro, Blanca
Castro, Ana
Celas, Marie
Claros, Celia
Cruz, Maria
Guevara, Glenda
Hernandez, Karina
Joya, Natividad
Officer, Ava
Tercero, Igna

Tolentino, Amelia
Torres, Denis

Umana, Wendy
Vega, Lina

Sengal, Zaid

Alphonse, Akino
Caseres, Angela
Cortez, Maria
Devincenti, Fernando
Fuentes, Edith
Guevara, Doris
Goldston Kirsten
Gomes, Nita
Iglesias, Celia
lverson, Rebecca
Lizarraga, Lizbeth
Marroquin, Marta
Rivera, Sara
Sivilian, Erick
Torres, Denia
Vargas, Catalina
Villalobos, Jose

Vu, Tung

William, Catherine
Cruz, Rosa

-







