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Synthesis (critical thinking skill) – Putting parts together to build understanding of a whole concept 
or to form a new or unique whole. 

3.1 Organize parts to form a new or unique whole. 
3.2 Integrate ideas, information, and theories to invent or devise a solution. 

 
Effort/Motivation/Persistence (academic success skill) – Working diligently and applying effective 
strategies to achieve a goal or solve a problem; continuing in the face of obstacles and competing 
pressures. 

9.1 Demonstrate strategies to achieve a goal or solve a problem. 
9.2 Self-assess effectiveness of strategies and redirect efforts to achieve a goal or obtain a 

solution to a problem. 
9.3 Identify an achievable, yet challenging goal. 
9.4 Identify and describe the outcome of a goal. 
 

 Unifying Questions 

Week 1 How can describing the outcome of a goal motivate you? 

Week 2 
How does identifying what you know or can do help you set an 
achievable and challenging goal? 

Week 3 How do organizing or combining ideas or information help you create 

something new or solve a problem? Week 4 

Week 5 
How can trying a strategy or choosing a different strategy help you 

reach your goal? 
Week 6 

Week 7 

Week 8 How does organizing ideas or information help you create something 
new or solve a problem? Week 9 

 
MP 4 Curriculum Concepts and Topics 

 
Reading Writing Mathematics 

Science & 
Engineering 

Health Education 
Social 

Studies 
Information 

Literacy 
Music 

Physical 
Education 

Art 

1 Literary text: 
poetry- rhythm and 
meaning, ask and 
answer questions 
Vocabulary: word 
nuances, 
vocabulary to 
describe 
William and Mary 

Narratives: 
poetry, word 
choice, voice- 
describing 
thoughts and 
feelings 
Language: 
adjectives, 
adverbs 
 

Addition within 
1000 (3-digit to 
3-digit numbers, 
composing a 
ten): concrete 
models, 
drawings, place 
value strategies, 
written methods 
Mental 
strategies: 
addition and 
subtraction 
within 20 

Comparisons 
of plant and 
animal life 
cycles 
including 
humans; 
Moon 
observation 
over time  

Growth and 
maturation: 
physical, social, 
mental growth 
processes 
(Science and 
Engineering) 

Relationships 
among events 
over time 
Timelines 

Resource 
identification: 
attributes of 
multiple types 
Product 
development: 
design layout, 
technology tools 
for presentation 

Musical 
contrasts/ 
terminology - 
piano, forte 
Music of diverse 
styles, periods, 
and cultures  
Composition 

Effort and 
improvement 
(relationship) 
Skill Themes: 
kicking (rolling 
ball) 
 
 
 

Decorative 
designs: shape 
(geometric, 
organic, 
symmetry), color 
(warm, cool), 
contrast (through 
elements of art), 
pattern (direction) 

2 Literary text: 
poetry- rhythm and 
meaning, ask and 
answer questions  
Vocabulary: word 
nuances 
William and Mary 

Narratives: 
poetry, word 
choice, voice- 
describing 
thoughts and 
feelings 
Speaking and 
listening: audio 
recordings or 
visual displays 

Addition within 
1000 (3-digit to 
3-digit numbers, 
composing a ten 
or hundred): 
concrete models, 
drawings, place 
value strategies, 
written methods 
Addition: up to 
four 2-digit 
numbers 

Comparisons 
of plant and 
animal life 
cycles; Moon 
observation 
over time 

 Relationships 
among events 
over time 
Timelines 

Resource 
identification: 
attributes of 
multiple types 
Product 
development: 
design layout, 
technology tools 
for presentation 

Musical 
contrasts/ 
terminology - 
lento, allegro 
Music of diverse 
styles, periods, 
and cultures  
Composition 

Effort and 
improvement: 
goal setting 
kicking (rolling ball 
to partner) 
 
 

Decorative 
designs: shape 
(geometric, 
organic, 
symmetry), color 
(warm, cool), 
contrast (through 
elements of art), 
pattern (direction) 

3 Literary text: 
poetry- rhythm and 
meaning, ask and 
answer questions  
Vocabulary: word 
nuances 
William and Mary 

Narratives: 
poetry, word 
choice, voice- 
describing 
thoughts and 
feelings 
Speaking and 
listening: create 
visual display  

Addition within 
1000 (3-digit to 
3-digit numbers, 
composing a ten 
or hundred): 
concrete models, 
drawings, place 
value strategies, 
written methods 
Subtraction 
within 1000 (3-

Comparisons 
in familiar 
animal 
populations; 
Moon 
observation 
over time  

Maturation: 
physical, social, 
mental, compare 
changes over time 
(Social Studies) 

Relationships 
among events 
over time 
Personal 
timelines 

Resources: match 
to information 
need 
Product 
development: 
design layout, 
technology tools 
for presentation 

Musical 
contrasts/ 
terminology - 
musical symbols  
Music of diverse 
styles, periods, 
and cultures 
Arrange sounds 

Effort and 
improvement: 
goal setting 
(establish, graph, 
analyze) 
Skill themes: 
kicking to dribble 
with feet (self-
space) 
 
 

Decorative 
designs: shape 
(geometric, 
organic, 
symmetry), color 
(warm, cool), 
contrast (through 
elements of art), 
pattern (direction) 
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Reading Writing Mathematics 

Science & 
Engineering 

Health Education 
Social 

Studies 
Information 

Literacy 
Music 

Physical 
Education 

Art 

digit from 3-digit 
number, 
decomposing a 
ten): concrete 
models, 
drawings, place 
value strategies, 
written methods 

4 Informational text: 
ask and answer 
questions, 
meaning of 
words/phrases, 
clarifying images  
Speaking and 
listening: ask and 
answer questions 
of a speaker 
Vocabulary: 
references 

Informative: 
ideas-introduce 
a topic, use facts 
to develop 
points, recall 
experiences 
Language: 
spelling patterns 

Subtraction 
within 1000 (3-
digit from 3-digit 
number, 
decomposing a 
ten or 
decomposing a 
hundred): 
concrete models, 
drawings, place 
value strategies, 
written methods 

Comparisons 
of familiar 
organisms to 
organisms 
that lived long 
ago; Moon 
observation 
over time  

Maturation: 
physical, social, 
mental, compare 
changes over time 
(Social Studies) 

Relationships 
among events 
over time 
Personal 
timelines 

Assigned 
information need: 
identify and 
determine scope, 
formulate 
questions 

Musical 
contrasts/ 
terminology 
Connections with 
other disciplines 
Composition 

Effort and 
improvement: 
goal setting 
(establish, graph, 
analyze, 
modify) 
Skill themes: 
kicking to dribble 
with feet (start 
and stop, along 
pathways) 

Decorative 
designs: shape 
(geometric, 
organic, 
symmetry), color 
(warm, cool), 
contrast (through 
elements of art), 
pattern (direction) 

5 Informational text: 
meaning of 
words/phrases, 
text features,  
connection 
between historical 
events/series of 
scientific ideas 
 

Informative: 
ideas, 
organization, 
voice- use facts 
to develop points 
Language: 
apostrophe 

Subtraction 
within 1000 (3-
digit from a 3-
digit number 
without a zero in 
tens place , 
decomposing a 
ten or hundred): 
concrete models, 
drawings, place 
value strategies, 
written methods 

Location and 
motion of 
celestial 
objects, Moon 
observation 
over time 
 

 People today 
and long ago 
Informational 
sources  
Biographies 

Assigned 
information need: 
refine questions 
Sources: select 
and evaluate 
using text features 

Musical 
contrasts/ 
terminology - 
musical symbols  
Songs and 
dances  - 
periods and 
cultures 
Composition 

Effort and 
improvement: 
goal setting 
(establish, graph, 
analyze, 
modify) 
Skill themes: 
kicking to dribble 
with feet (along 
pathways, past 
objects, stop and 
kick to partner) 

Art as inspiration 

6 Informational text: 
clarifying images, 
meaning of 
words/phrases, 
connection 
between historical 
events/series of 
scientific ideas, 
main topic,  
author’s reasons 
Speaking and 
listening: recount 
key details 
 

Informative: 
organization, 
voice, sentence 
fluency-use facts 
to develop 
points, 
Language: 
irregular plural 
nouns 

Subtraction 
within 1000 
(decomposing a 
ten or hundred): 
concrete models, 
drawings, place 
value strategies, 
written methods 
 

Identification  
of moon 
phases,  
Moon 
observation 
over time 

 People today 
and long ago 
Informational 
sources  
Biographies 

Note taking: 
strategies to 
locate information, 
organizational and 
recording formats 

Composition 
Improvisation - 
voice 

Effort and 
improvement: 
goal setting 
(establish, graph, 
analyze, 
modify) 
Skill themes: 
kicking to dribble 
with feet (along 
pathways, past 
objects, stop and 
kick to partner) 

Art as inspiration 

7 Informational text: 
ask and answer 
questions,  
meaning of words 
and phrases, 
connection 
between historical 
events/series of 
scientific ideas, 

Informative: 
sentence 
fluency- use 
facts to develop 
points 
Language:   
expand and 
rearrange 
sentences 

Attributes of 
shapes: 
recognize, 
describe, and 
draw: triangles, 
quadrilaterals, 
pentagons, 
hexagons 

Identification  
of moon 
phases,  
Moon 
observation 
over time 
 

 People today 
and long ago 
Informational 
sources  
Biographies 

Note taking: 
relevance of 
information – 
fiction or non-
fiction, technology 
tools to locate, 
record content 
and organize 
information 

Musical 
terminology – 
world cultures 
Arrange sounds 

Effort and 
improvement: 
goal setting 
(establish, graph, 
analyze, 
modify) 
Skill themes:  
striking with body 
parts and 

Representations 
of the 
environment 
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Reading Writing Mathematics 

Science & 
Engineering 

Health Education 
Social 

Studies 
Information 

Literacy 
Music 

Physical 
Education 

Art 

text’s main 
purpose 
 

implements 
(refine pattern for 
up, down, 
forward) 

8 Informational text: 
meaning of 
words/phrases, 
clarifying images, 
compare  texts, 
connection 
between historical 
events/series of 
scientific ideas 

Informative: 
word choice-use 
facts to develop 
ideas 
Language: 
expand and 
rearrange 
sentences 

Attributes of 
shapes: 
recognize, 
describe, and 
draw: triangles, 
quadrilaterals, 
pentagons, 
hexagons 

Description 
and 
comparison of 
patterns of 
change in  the 
Sun and moon  

 Contributions 
of government 
leaders and 
others to 
America 

Product 
development: 
evaluate 
information for 
completeness and 
integrate from 
multiple sources, 
design layouts, 
technology tools 
for presentations 
Source list: 
elements of a 
citation 

Vocal technique 
and 
intonation 
 

Effort and 
improvement: 
goal setting 
(establish, graph, 
analyze, 
modify) 
Skill themes:  
striking with short- 
handled 
implements 
(underhand 
continuously, 
forward to targets) 

Representations 
of the 
environment 
Art vocabulary 

9 Informational text: 
meaning of 
words/phrases, 
main topic 
Speaking and 
listening: recount 
key details 
 

Informative: 
sentence 
fluency, closure 
Language: 
sentences 

Attributes of 
shapes: 
recognize, 
describe, and 
draw: triangles, 
quadrilaterals, 
pentagons, 
hexagons, cubes 

Description 
and 
comparison of 
patterns of 
change in  the 
Sun and moon 

 Contributions 
of government 
leaders and 
others to 
America 

Product 
development: 
personal 
connections, 
inferences, 
design layouts, 
technology tools 
for presentation 

Vocal technique 
and 
intonation  
 

Skill themes:  
striking with short- 
handled 
implements 
(underhand 
continuously, 
forward to targets, 
varying distances) 

Representations 
of the 
environment 
Art vocabulary 
Criteria for 
judging art 
 

 


