
      September 2011            

Dear Fifth Grade Families,                        

 We are excited to welcome the fifth graders to a brand new 

year at William B. Gibbs, Jr. Elementary School.  We have been 

busy planning and preparing for our upcoming school year.  We look 

forward to getting to know our students and their families.  We 

hope to meet all of you soon at Back to School Night on Thursday, 

September 8th at 6:30.   

 As a team, teachers, parents, and students 

can make this a wonderful and productive year for 

all!  Please check your child’s assignment notebook 

daily.  Each student will only receive one assignment 

notebook for the entire year.   

 Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns.   Al-

so keep an eye out for opportunities to help plan some of the spe-

cial fifth grade activities and chaperone field trips.   

      ~The Fifth Grade Team 

Reading 

 During the first 

few weeks of fifth 

grade students will set 

up their reading jour-

nals and learn the rou-

tines of the reading 

block.  Fifth graders 

will also review effec-

tive reading strategies 

that they can apply 

when reading any text.   

 In addition, stu-

dents will learn the re-

sponsibilities of each 

role in a literature cir-

cle.  Toward the end of 

September students will 

begin to explore histori-

cal fiction genre. 

 Fifth grade stu-

dents are also expected 

to read at least 25 lev-

el—appropriate books on 

their own during the 

school year.  This means 

that they will read ap-

proximately six books 

per quarter.  Please help 

encourage your child to 

read on a daily basis so 

he/she will accomplish 

this goal. 
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Important Dates:    

9/2/11:  MCPS Flyer Dis-

tribution Date;  Grade 

Level Newsletters come 

home in backpacks 

9/5/11:  Labor Day Holi-

day! No School for Stu-

dents, Staff, and Admin-

istration 

9/8/11:  6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Back to School Night for 

Second through Fifth 

Grades in the Gymnasium 

9/13/11:  

Rocky Hill 

Middle 

School Back 

to School 

Night 

9/21/11:  PTA-Sponsored 

Spirit Night at Chik-Fil-A 

(Drive through orders do 

not count toward profits) 

9/22/11:  Clarksburg High 

School Back to School 

Night 

9/28/11:  1:00 p.m. Early 

Dismissal for Students  

9/29/11:  Rosh Hashanah, 

No School for Students 

and Teachers 



Writing 

Writing for Personal Expres-

sion is the focus of the first 

quarter.  Students have had 

many experiences writing 

personal narratives in previ-

ous grades.  They will build 

and refine these skills.  Stu-

dents will also begin to speak 

and think like writers by ap-

plying the Six Plus One 

Traits of Writing (ideas, or-

ganization, voice, word 

choice, sentence fluency, 

conventions and presenta-

tion).  Students will examine 

other writers’ pieces and ap-

ply techniques 

that effective 

writers use.  Stu-

dents will set up 

their writer’s 

notebook during 

the first few weeks.  They 

can use this notebook for 

inspiration when drafting 

longer pieces.  

 

Congratulations! 

Ms. Wukitch is getting mar-

ried on Friday, September 

2nd.  When she returns to 

school next week, you can 

begin calling 

her by her 

married 

name—Mrs. 

Zacharda!  

 

 

Science 

The first unit of fifth grade sci-

ence is Force, Motion, and En-

ergy.  Students will explore the 

following questions throughout 

the unit: 

 How do we describe an ob-

ject’s change in motion?  

 What causes an object to 

change it’s motion? 

 How is energy identified in 

various mechanical systems? 

 How do humans use the 

stored energy from Earth’s 

natural resources?   

Students will complete experi-

ments, view videos, and use text-

books to explore these questions.   

Social Studies 

In social studies we begin our 

year with a review of rights and 

responsibilities of being a citizen 

and the role of each branch of 

government.  

Then students 

will apply this 

knowledge by ex-

amining how citi-

zens work within 

or outside the 

government create 

change.  Next stu-

dents will learn 

about British poli-

cies during the Revolutionary pe-

riod to understand why colonists 

worked within and outside the 

British Roy-

al Govern-

ment to cre-

ate change. 

Supplies 

Thank you for sending your child 

to school with their supplies!  

We organized and labeled fold-

ers and notebooks.  Unfortu-

nately, the  School Supply list 

that was posted on our website 

was not completely correct.  If 

you are able to purchase a pack 

of looseleaf paper and one addi-

tional composi-

tion book we 

would appreciate 

it.  We apologize 

for the error.    

 

Notes 

 Please note that Wednes-

day, September 28th is an early 

release day.  Students will be 

dismissed at  1:00.  Please write 

a note to your child’s teacher if 

there is a change in how your 

child is going home on that day. 

 Snacks will 

be allowed at school 

although they should 

be healthy, individu-

al size portions, and 

not require utensils. 

Water bottles filled with water 

are permitted. 

 The fifth grade team 

would like to express its appre-

ciation to the Gibbs PTA.  We 

are excited to use the National 

Geographic Explorer magazine 

when teaching non—fiction.  The 

PTA graciously paid for this 

year’s subscription for all of our 

students.  Thank you PTA!   
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