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Principal’s Message 

Dear GES Families, 

Did you know that January is known as 
Maryland Reading Month?  Although we 
actively encourage good reading behaviors 
year-round, we want to increase our focus 
during the month of January.  Sharing the 
joy of reading at home is so important!  
Children develop a love of stories and 
poems when they are read to on a regular 
basis. Reading aloud is a gift you can freely 
give to your children from the day they are 
born.  Children's reading experts agree that 
reading aloud offers the easiest and most 
effective way to help children become 
lifelong readers. It can also be as much fun 
for you as it is for your children.   So try 
reading to, or with, your child each night this 
month and then on January 27th come to 
Reading Pajama Night and have the GES 
staff take over the reading duties for you! We 
also encourage parents to bring a copy of 
their favorite book and model good reading 
behaviors while your child is engaged in the 
read aloud fun with the GES staff. 

Additionally, as we transition to the second 
semester I want to share the school’s 
reading data so you can gauge where our 
students are performing as a whole. Below 
you will find the percentage of students 
reading above, on, or below reading level by 
the end of December 2011 as well as the 
expected reading benchmark/target. 

 

 

Grade 
Level 

 
Above 

 
On  

 
Below 

2nd quarter 
Reading 
Benchmark 

K 100% N/A N/A Level 1 
Gr 1   47% 44% 8% Level 8-11 
Gr 2   60% 31% 10% Level K 
Gr 3   77% 12% 12% Level N 
Gr 4   74% 26% N/A Level Q-R 
Gr 5   28% 57% 15% Level T-U 
 

As we celebrate the high percentage of 
students meeting or exceeding the school 
system’s reading standards, please know my 
staff and I are working diligently to provide 
instructional interventions and supports for 
any student reading below reading level as 
well.  

As we transition into the new semester we 
will also increase our preparation efforts 
for Maryland School Assessment (MSA) in 
grade 3, 4, and 5.  Last year our students 
scored at an all-time GES high on the 
MSA…we want to maintain or increase our 
high performance! As a result, we scheduled 
a mock (or practice) MSA session for early 
next month. We will replicate the testing 
atmosphere to better prepare our students 
for the test. We will then use the completed 
assessments as a teaching tool in our daily 
instruction to ensure even greater success. 
Please note we will use the same (mock) 
practices to prepare grade 2 students for the 
Terra Nova 2 (TN2) at a later date.  

                                 Continued on page 2

Dates to Remember
 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E  

Principal’s Message 1 
Dates to Remember 1 
PTA News 2 
Important Information 3 
Students of the Week 3-4 
Special Needs Matter 5 
Buddy/Love Notes 6 
Pajama Night Flier 7 
Mixed Bag Flier 8 

Jan 27 PJ Reading Night, 7-9 pm 
Jan 30 Grade Newsletters go home 
Feb 1 Report Cards Distributed 
 Grade 3, field trip to Imagination 

Stage, 9:15-1:30 pm 
 MOCK MSA Reading & Math-

grade 5, 9:30-noon 
Feb 2 Chorus Rehearsals, 3:40-4:40 pm 
Feb 3 MOCK MSA Reading & Math-

grades 3&4, 9:30-noon 

Germantown Elem. School 
19110 Liberty Mill Road   
Germantown, MD 20874       
Phone: 301-353-8050 

GES Website 
Montgomeryschoolsmd.org/ 
schools/germantownes/ 

Contact: Kathy Spiro 
Kathleen_A_Spiro@mcpsmd.
org 

Listserv: Join and stay up-to-
date! To sign up, send an 
email to GES-PTA 
subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
or click the Join button on our 
website www.ges-pta.org 

Editor: 
Cheryl Qassis 
iyadncheryl1@yahoo.com 

 

Feb 6 Class and group pictures
Feb 7 Patrol Meeting, 12:45 pm 
 School sponsored clubs begin, 3:40 

PTA meeting, 6:30 pm (RCMS 
Principal serves as guest speaker) 

Feb 8         GES Chick-fil-A Fundraiser, 5-9 pm 
Feb 9         Chorus Rehearsals, 3:40–4:40pm  
Feb 10       PTA/SCB Family Fun Night, 7 pm 
Feb 11        AKA service project event, 10 am       
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Principal’s Message continued 
On February 11th from 10 – 11:30 a.m., members of the Xi 
Sigma Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated (and I am a member) will be hosting a free 
community service project event for GES students and 
the greater Germantown community at our school. The event 
will include read alouds, interactive games, arts and crafts, 
as well as refreshments with an age-appropriate highlight on 
fighting against global poverty – one of the foci of our 
international sorority.  Parents can either stay for the event 
or drop off their children after signing them in. More 
information is coming soon!  

I have some exciting staff news to share. Stephanie Huhn, 
kindergarten teacher, is pregnant with her first child!  She is 
due in July so there will be no need for a long-term sub at 
this time.  I know you join me in wishing Mrs. Huhn and her 
husband heartfelt congratulations!  

 

 PTA News 
Letter from the President 
 

It seems that winter finally decided to arrive – brrr!  Luckily, 
the PTA has a lot going on this month to keep you out of that 
nasty weather! 

One of our favorite events of the year is this Friday – Pajama 
Reading Night!  Join us for this free family fun night 
beginning at 7pm in the All Purpose Room.  Wear your 
jammies and bring a blanket or pillow to sit on.  The evening 
will begin with some of our wonderful teachers reading some 
of their favorite stories to our students (siblings are 
welcome).  Then, after a quick snack of milk & cookies, 
please stay for the amazing performance by Chris Fascione 
– professional storyteller extraordinaire.   

Valentine’s Day is just around the corner and that means it’s 
time for Love Notes & Buddy Notes.  Love Notes/Buddy 
Notes are messages that appear in the Germantown 
Elementary School yearbook published at the end of the 
year.  The recipient of the LoveNote or BuddyNote will 
receive a lollipop on Valentine’s Day letting them know that a 
“special message” will be printed for them in the yearbook.  
Family members can send a LoveNote to a current GES 
student and all students can send BuddyNotes to their fellow 
GES friends, their teachers and other members of the GES 
staff.  Love Notes are $5 each and Buddy Notes are $3.  In 
addition to a fun and sweet way to let our GES kids & staff 
know how much we appreciate them, the price of the Notes 
goes towards lowering the cost of the yearbook.  Flyers went 
home last week, additional flyers are available in the office or  

 

Last but not least, I just wanted to remind you that the 
school’s after-school clubs for the second semester will 
be starting soon! A registration letter and materials were sent  
home last week. We will offer four clubs: HW Club (grades 2-
5), Science Inquiry Club (grades 3-5), Touch Math Club 
(grade 1), and Computer Club (grades 4-5).  Students will be 
enrolled on a first come, first served basis. Additional copies 
of the registration materials are available in the main office. 
Sign up soon! 

I am going to sign off for now. Remember, we’re here to help 
your child have the best learning experience possible, so 
please call (301-353-8050) or email 
(Amy_D_Bryant@mcpsmd.org 

Amy Bryant 
Principal 
 

 

 

on our website at www.ges-pta.org.  You 
can also buy your Notes in person this Friday at 
PJ Reading Night.  

If you’re like me and are finding that you don’t quite have 
enough reusable shopping bags to completely avoid the bag 
tax, you’re in luck.  Over the next several weeks the PTA will 
make available to you two ways to supplement your bag 
supply.  Attached to this Patriot is an order form for our new 
GES grocery bags.  These are the typical cloth bags you see 
at the stores, but imprinted with our GES logo.  They are 
selling for $3 each or 2 bags for $5.  These bags will also be 
on sale during PJ Reading Night on Friday.  There is a 
limited supply of these bags – so get them while you can.  I 
know the men (and boys) in my life are happy to not carry 
around our flowered Mixed Bags!  For those of you who just 

love your Mixed Bags and wish you had one 
or two more – never fear – we will also be 
hosting an online sale for Mixed Bags.  
You can order these online and have them 
shipped directly to your house.  See the 
attached flyer for more details. 

Last, but not least, I would like to encourage you to come to 
our February PTA meeting.  We will meet early, at 6:30 pm 
in the Media Center to welcome Mrs. Khadija Barkley – the 
Principal of Roberto Clemente Middle School.  Mrs. Barkley 
has agreed to come speak with us about what to expect from 
your middle school experience.  I hope you  

Continued on page 3 
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will take advantage of this opportunity to get your middle 
school info straight from the top!  Bar-T will be offering 
childcare during the meeting for those who need it.  Hope to 
see you there. 

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions, 
comments or concerns at gesptapresident@yahoo.com.  

Jen Brill 
PTA President 
 

Inclement Weather and Other Emergencies 

In the event of inclement weather conditions or equipment 
malfunction, it may be necessary to close 
schools for all or part of the day.  The 
decision for all day closing or delayed 
opening of school is made by the 

superintendent of schools and reported on 
local television and radio stations as early as possible, by 
6:00 a.m., or the night before if possible.  Information will be 
available on area radio, television stations, County Cable 
stations 6 & 34 and at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org. 

It is extremely important that families make plans for the 
emergency supervision of their children if no one is likely to 
be home in the event of an all-day closing, delayed opening, 
or early dismissal of schools.  For more information 
concerning inclement weather and emergency closings 
log onto:  www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org 

When schools are closed due to emergency conditions: 
• All afternoon and evening activities at Germantown 

Elementary are cancelled. 
 

When schools are delayed: 
• School begins at 11:15 a.m. 
• Regular buses run two hours later than normally 

scheduled times. 
• Breakfast will not be served. 
• Lunch is served. 
• School is dismissed at the regular time unless otherwise 

announced. 
• Field trips are cancelled. 

 
Emergency Early Dismissal of Schools 
When it is necessary to dismiss students early, the plan is 
announced over local radio and television stations.  When an 
early dismissal is in effect: 
• Lunch is served.  
• Buses will run afternoon routes in the same order as on 

a regular school day. 
 

 

Students of the Week  
Week ending January 6, 2012 

 
Kindergarten 

 

Mrs. Brooking Taahlib  
Ms. Wilson
Mrs. Huhn 
Mrs. LaMonica-Hayes  

Nicole 
Anya 
Roshan 

First Grade  
Mrs. Lea Elle 
Mrs. Keough Kira 

 

Second Grade  
Mrs. Chamberlain Olivia 
Mrs. Myers Ishaan 

 

Third Grade  
Mrs. Jacobs Ariel 
Mrs. Gray Gabrieal 

 

Fourth Grade  
Mrs. Boucher Cravin 
Ms. Rodriguez Malena 

 

Fifth Grade  
Ms. Marino David 
Mrs. Wehage
Ms. Reed 
Mrs. Shumsky 
 
PEP-C 
Mrs. Ho 
Mrs. Young 

Brandon 
Timmy 
Justin 
 
 
Samuel 
Leo 
 

Pre-Kindergarten
Mrs. Harrigan 

Patrol 

  

 

 

 

 

Alexander 

Malena  
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Students of the Week  
Week ending January 13, 2012 

 
Kindergarten 

 

Mrs. Brooking  Vismaya 
Ms. Wilson 
Mrs. Huhn  
 

Tezea 
Not available 
 

First Grade  
Mrs. Lea  Camilia 
Mrs. Keough 
 

Tien 

  

Second Grade  
Mrs. Chamberlain  Fiona 
Mrs. Myers  Alana 
  

Third Grade  
Mrs. Jacobs  Rhea 
Mrs. Gray 
Mrs. LaMonica-Hayes 

Mei-Lin 
Melissa 

Fourth Grade  
Mrs. Boucher  Mario 
Ms. Rodriguez  
Ms. Reed 

Jaiden 
Matt 

  

Fifth Grade  
Ms. Marino  Andre 
Mrs. Wehage 
Mrs. Shumsky 
 
PEP-C 
Mrs. Ho 
Mrs. Young 

Helena 
Jacob 
 
 
AJ 
Gregory 
 

Pre-Kindergarten 
Mrs. Harrigan 

Patrol 

  

 

Caleb 

Grace 

  

 
Students of the Week 

Week ending January 20, 2012 

 
Kindergarten 

 

Mrs. Brooking Brian 
Ms. Wilson
Mrs. Huhn  

Michael  
Sreeja 
 

First Grade  
Mrs. Lea Zachary 
Mrs. Keough Emely 

 

Second Grade  
Mrs. Chamberlain Nalu 
Mrs. Myers Grace 

 

Third Grade  
Mrs. Jacobs Srimayi 
Mrs. Gray
Mrs. LaMonica-Hayes 
Ms. Reed

Naliah 
Matthew 
Eric 

Fourth Grade  
Mrs. Boucher Ethan 
Ms. Rodriguez Owen 

 

Fifth Grade  
Ms. Marino Cheyenne
Mrs. Wehage
Mrs. Shumsky 
 
PEP-C 
Mrs. Ho 
Mrs. Young 

Haja 
Atalom 
 
 
Kailani 
Christian 
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SPECIAL NEEDS MATTER 
 
Resources for our 
students with 
special needs   
and their families. 

vanessajonespjr@yahoo.com 
specialneedsmatter.blogspot.com 
  
 
OUT and ABOUT! 

 
Bounce U-just for our kids! ~ On February 6, 2011, and 
every 1st Monday of the month, Bounce U presents: 
Sensory Rebound Bounce, from 6-7:30 PM.  No loud 
music and limited attendance in a supportive 
environment.  Reservations are required.  In 
Clarksburg, 301-515-5665 and in Rockville, 301-340-
1311. 
 

Let’s Go To The Movies!: THE  SECRET WORLD OF 
ARRIETTY ~ playing on February 25, 2012, at the AMC 
Loews Theaters at Rio Cinemas 18, in Gaithersburg, 
MD.  This 10 A.M. showing provides a special 
opportunity for families to enjoy their favorite films in a 
safe and accepting environment.  Lights will be dimmed 
up, the sound turned down, and the audience will be 
invited to get up, walk, dance, shout, or sing!  301-948-
6763.  

 

ACTION AND INFORMATION  

Free Download:  of the Direct Instruction Funnix 
Beginning Reading Program.  Direct Instruction is a 
body of curriculum based on scientific principles of 
human learning with 40+ years of research validation in 
producing excellent student outcomes.  

From February 1 through 16th, 2012, the Funnix 
Beginning Reading Program will be free for download.  
You will receive the entire 220 lessons downloaded 
onto your computer and daily workbook activities and 
guides.  funnix.com 

Parent Academy Workshop~ presents ‘Understanding 
ADHD and How to Help Your Child’, on February 1, 
2012, at the Cabin John MS, in Potomac, MD.  Learn 
about ADHD and explore strategies and interventions 
that support academic and social success.  Register 

online:  
montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/parentacade
my/register.aspx. 

 

Discussion on Bipolar Disorder and Depression:   At 
this FREE presentation, Dr. Adelaide Robb of the 
Children’s National Medical Center will discuss Bipolar 
Disorder and Depression in children and adolescents.  
This meeting will be held on February 9, 2012, @ 
7:30PM, in Rockville, MD.  For details, email 
dbaylinson@namimc.org. 

 

GT/LD  Network:  presents FREE Speakers Series.  On 
February 16, 2012, from 7:30-9PM, the presentation will 
be held in Walter Johnson HS in Bethesda, MD.  The 
speaker will be Charles Moseley, M.D.  He practices 
Integrative Psychiatry in utilizing both standard 
psychiatric, as well as innovative nutritional and 
metabolic strategies.  Dr. Moseley will discuss the role 
of nutrient supply to the brain, with emphasis on the 
role of energy production and utilization.  For more 
details, go to gtldnetworkmc.org.   

 

Summer Opportunities Fair for Special Needs Children:  
held at Ivymount School on February 26, 2012, from 1-
3:30 PM, in Rockville, MD.  Explore sleep-away camps 
and local options for exceptional children.  Call 301-
469-0223.  

 
SUPPORT GROUPS 
 
Parents of Children with ASDs (Autism Spectrum 
Disorders)~ sponsored by JSSA, this free support 
group shares coping strategies, community resources, 
developing networks and gaining support.  February 5, 
2011, in Rockville, MD, from 7-8:15PM.  Registration 
required: 301-610-8361. 
 
Family Support Group ~ This free, monthly group 
focuses on building a support network, connecting with 
your community resources and learning to balance 
your own needs with those of children with special 
needs.  The next meeting will be on February 21, 2012, 
from 7:15-9PM., in Rockville, MD.  Pre-registration is 
required, 301-610-8355.     
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LoveN   tes & BuddyN   tes 
 
Who can participate? 
Everyone can join the fun!  Parents, grandparents, godparents, aunts/uncles, and friends can all send a LoveNote or 
BuddyNote.  Family members can send a LoveNote to a current GES student and all students can send BuddyNotes 
to their fellow GES friends, their teachers and other members of the GES staff. 
 
What is a LoveNote or BuddyNote? 
LoveNotes & BuddyNotes are messages that appear in the Germantown Elementary School yearbook that is 
published at the end of the year.  The recipient of the LoveNote or BuddyNote will receive a lollipop on Valentine’s 
Day letting them know that a “special message” will be printed for them in the yearbook.  They will have to wait until 
the end of the year to see the actual message, so no “Happy Valentine’s Day” wishes please.  Most messages are of 
the “Great job on…” and “Congratulations on…” type. 
 
LoveNotes cost $5 and can be submitted from parents, grandparents, aunts/uncles, etc. 

BuddyNotes cost $2 and can be submitted from students to fellow students, teachers & staff. 

If you would like to submit more than one note, please use a separate form for each one.  Only one lollipop can be 
sent per form.  Extra forms can be picked up in the main office or you may simply photocopy it.   
 
Where do you pick-up a form and then turn it in? 
Extra forms are available in the Main Office.  All completed forms can be turned in to teachers or to the special 
LoveNote box in the Main Office.  Also, there will be someone collecting completed forms with payment at the 
PTA/school sponsored Pajama Reading Night on Friday, January 27th. 
 
When does the LoveNote & BuddyNote campaign begin & end? 
All LoveNotes & BuddyNotes can be turned in from January 24th – February 10th.   
 
Why send a LoveNote or BuddyNote? 
Sending LoveNotes & BuddyNotes are a great way to make our students, teachers, staff, and friends feel special.  
Tell them how much you appreciate them, how much you love them, how much you love hanging out them, etc.  
When the students purchase their yearbook at the end of the year and see their special messages, they will have 
received a very special gift from you and have a lasting memory of their year at Germantown Elementary. 
 
Also, proceeds from the LoveNote & BuddyNote campaign will go towards lowering the price of the yearbook.  

 
 
 




