Garrett Park Elementary School
4810 Oxford Street
Kensington, Maryland  20895
301-929-2170

Office of the Principal

June 8, 2010
Dear Parent/Guardian:
I am writing this letter to update you on a number of things as they relate to the end of the school year and moving to our holding school.  
2010-2011 School Start/End Times to Change
The BIG CHANGE that I recently learned of is that our school’s start and end times will need to change while we are at the holding school due to transportation concerns.  Our school day will start and end 15 minutes later than this past year’s schedule so that transportation is able to get all students to the holding school in a timely manner.  Thus, the 2010-2011 school day will run from 9:05 a.m. until 3:20 p.m.  This means that students can start to arrive to school as early as 8:45 a.m. and will be dismissed at 3:20 p.m.

Last Day of School Tuesday, June 15
This is a reminder that the last day of school for Garrett Park E.S. students is on Tuesday, June 15.  It is a half day of school and we will dismiss students at 12:35 p.m.

Holding School Information
The address for our holding school is:  5701 Grosvenor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814.  There is no set move date; however, we will definitely be moving to the holding school this summer.  Currently, another school is using the building until the end of the school year.  Depending on when we move into the school, we will let parents know during the summer if students can stop by to visit.  Minimally, Open House, where students meet their new teacher and see their new classroom, will be on Friday, August 27 from 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Transportation for 2010-2011
Mr. Bill Blackwood, Acting Transportation Cluster Manager, will be helping to oversee questions/concerns regarding buses for the next school year.  Attached, please find a DRAFT of ALL bus routes (including a bus route for students who would normally walk to school) as well as DRAFT pick up/drop off times.  Pick up and drop off times will be adjusted as needed once the school year starts and the buses have had an opportunity to drive their routes with normal back to school traffic.  Transportation is being provided for ALL students next school year.  Please feel free to call Mr. Blackwood at 301-469-1140 or contact me regarding transportation concerns so that we may address them prior to the start of the new school year.  During the summer, at the beginning of August, you will receive a revised copy of the bus routes for all students for the new school year as well as any other pertinent information you may need to know to get the new school year started. 

Supply Lists
Please find attached a supply list for all grades for the 2010-2011 school year.

Please feel free to contact me with questions as more heads are better than one.
									Respectfully,

Elaine Chang-Baxter
