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THE COUNSELOR’S CORNER—MS. CURTIS
In the primary grades (K-2), we are continuing to work on our Feelings Unit. Students are learning how to
identify how they feel in different situations, how they might feel when someone gives them a putdown and
how they might be feeling when they putdown others. The goal for students is to understand the connection
between their feelings and how they act or respond to others. Once they can identify their feelings, they are
more likely to be able to use strategies to help them respond appropriately to putdowns.

MATH ROARS AT GALWAY ES

We am so excited to announce that we are introducing a new home-school math connection for our students
and families to increase student automaticity and number sense. Our students will receive a monthly
Math Facts calendar beginning in January, 2011. We are asking that parents work with their child on var-
ious math facts every evening for 5-10 minutes. Students will receive a Principal’s Math Award and re-
ward from Ms. Stanislaus upon completion of the calendar. Parents will receive a letter providing detailed
information about this home-school math initiative, math resources (flashcards, number charts, etc...), and
the monthly math calendar. Please lookout for a packet in the coming weeks.

RECOGNIZE OUR OUTSTANDING STAFF MEMBERS

Please consider nominating your child’s teacher!
AGNES MEYER OUTSTANDING TEACHER AWARD
The prestigious Agnes Meyer Award is presented annually by The Washington Post Company Educational
Foundation to one teacher from each Washington metropolitan area school district. One teacher from Mont-
gomery County Public Schools (MCPS) will be selected to receive this recognition and an award of $3,000
from The Washington Post. Goals of the program are to recognize excellence in teaching, encourage creative
and quality instruction, and contribute in a substantive way to improving education in the Washington
metropolitan area. Nominees must be full-time certified regular or special education teachers of pre-
kindergarten through Grade 12. The award is intended for teachers who work directly with students in
their classrooms on a daily basis or with their assigned caseloads. Teachers must have a minimum of three
years of teaching experience in MCPS.

Principal’s Comments! &g

Tues. Dec. 6 - PTA Meeting: 7:00 p.m. Dear Galway Families,

) Parent V‘VorkShOp‘: CyberSafety As the holiday season approaches, it is the
Please bring a non-perishable item or a new toy for time to think of others. Our newly elected

Mon. D 19the ]510 OdSllZ”;e or tT(S){l Drf:e bl Student Government Association (SGA) Ga-
on. ec. 19- Diie by JUppet Show Assembly briel Franco, President; Jessica Tran, Vice

Focus on Reading .
Wed. Dec. 14 - Chuck E Cheese Family Night President; Sydney Ruckdeschel, Secretary,

3:30 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. and the representatives will be sponsoring a
WINTER BREAK Toy Drive and a Food Drive. They will
Mon. Dec. 26 - Mon. Jan. 2 have two boxes clearly labeled. Please do-
HAPPY NEW YEAR nate non-perishable foods and new toys.

Tues. Jan. 3 - Welcome Back!!! The drives will end on December 20th.
Tues. Jan. 10 - Highly Gifted Center Testing Ms. Stanislaus
(Grade 3 students who applied)

Principal
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MARIAN GREENBLATT EDUCATION FUND AWARD

Recognizes Master Teachers who inspire their students to achieve. The $1,000 award, named in honor of Dr. Mari-
an Greenblatt, is given annually to three veteran MCPS teachers who demonstrate a record of promoting student
success (such as closing the achievement gap), and a $500 award is given to a first-year teacher who excels at in-
spiring students' academic achievement.

THE SHIRLEY J. LOWRIE —THANK YOU FOR TEACHING AWARD
The Shirley J. Lowrie —Thank You For Teaching|| Award honors extraordinary elementary school teachers who
have a deep dedication to the teaching profession. These elementary school teachers Pre-K through Grade 5 must
work directly with students in the classroom on a daily basis, demonstrating a thorough knowledge of the subject
matter, which is effectively communicated to students. The nominee should be a teacher who will go the extra
mile to ensure that students receive the support they need to succeed.
Nomination materials and specific guidelines can be found at
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/personnel/awards/ or visit the MCPS website on the Of-
fice of Human Resources webpage under —Awards and Recognition. In order to provide all nominees with
the same opportunity, nomination packet requirements must be followed and only the number of pages and
the information requested will be considered. Nomination materials for awards must be received no later
than 4:00 p.m. on January 13, 2012.

HEALTH ROOM
The health room is in need of clothing for our children to borrow in the event of accidents and spills. We primarily
need pants in all sizes, especially larger sizes. If you have any items that you no longer need we would gladly
welcome your donation.
CYBERSAFETY & CYBERBULLYING
Don't miss this month's PTA Meeting, Tuesday, December 6 from 7:00—8:30pm. Larry Wong from MCPS will
give parents valuable information about internet safety and tips on how to educate our children about
the dangers of the Internet. Learn how to improve Internet safety in the home and important rules for safety.
This presentation is not to be missed! We hope to see you there.
BRRRING IN YOUR BOX TOPS!
December is finally here! Let's see how many Box Tops for Education we can pile up this month. Simply clip the
little pink coupons from your favorite products and send them in to school. You can use our collection sheets, bag-
gies or envelopes. We are on track to earn over $1,000 this year! Keep on clipping!
KIDSTUFF COUPON BOOKS ARE BACK
The valuable, family-friendly KidStuff Coupon Books are now available through our school! The cost of the book is
only $25.00 and our school earns 50% or more profit on each book we sell! Your family earns one
(1) FREE book worth $25.00 for every 5 books you sell! Check your child's backpack for the order form. The books
will also be available for sale at the PTA Meeting on Tuesday, Decemeber 6, 2011. The order
forms are due on December 9, 2011.

FINAL LAVENDAR’S ORDER PICK-UP

Monday, December 5, 2011

Pick up times - Between 3:30 — 7:00 pm
Pick up location - Room 115, Galway ES

Parents or a responsible adult must come into the building to sign out the order. No orders will be
given to students.

If you are unable to pick up the order at this time, you MUST make prior arrangements by emailing
rsurana@bgmw.com or calling 240-447-9382.

Orders that are not picked up and paid in full by December 5, 2011, become property of Galway PTA

and may be resold at its discretion.
Questions? Contact Rena Surana-Nirula at rsurana@bgmuw.com or 240-447-9382.
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Kindergarten News
M. String * Ms. Yoo * Ms. Kim + Ms. Castaneda
Ms. Wilson * Ms. DeVan * Ms. Wesolowski *+ Ms. Harrison
Reminders Spoﬂigh’r on Academics
Winter Break begins on Monday, In reading, we are working on informational text and using text features like
December 26 and children return photographs, table of contents, and labels. VWe are learning how to ask
to school on Tuesday, January 3. good questions about books using words and pictures. VWe are learning how

Homework is to be returned to school [ to be good writers as well, expanding on ideas we have and using inferesting
on Tuesdays. words in our writing. In math, we're showing numbers in lots of different ways

and figuring out the order of things from first to fifth. VWe're also learning

about life cycles and human-made and physical features. We are very busy

students in kindergorTen!

Home Extensions
Treat your child as if s/he were an author. Encourage your child to write notes, keep a journal, or write his or her own
books. Offer to rewrite words or sentences with “dictionary” spelling. Listen to your child read and help—if asked—with
problem words. 1t's not a big deal if s/he misses a word! Reading should be fun. Make math a part of everyday life,
from counting objects to putting them in order from least to most or most to least. Measure things with non-standard

Q'ia 'kp dictance in foatstens or len

e child about schaal every day!

First Grade News
Mr. Aaronson ¢ Mrs. Kinsey * Ms. Douglas-Flynn * Mrs. Duvall
Mrs. O’Connor * Ms. Stuart ® Ms. Sullivan * Ms. Walsh * Mrs. Wooler

Spotlight on Academics- December

Thinking Skill: We are discussing the thinking skill of intellectual risk taking. This means we are encouraging
the first graders to think through challenging situations. Whether its Math, Science, or Reading, students will be
encourage to adapt and make adjustments to meet challenges or when seeking solutions

Reading: We will read many storybooks (fiction/literary text). We will identify story elements such as charac-
ters and setting. First graders will have many opportunities to have conversations where we will ask and answer
one another’s questions about the texts.

Math: We are solving story problems with addition and subtraction. We are also working on explaining our an-
swers orally, with pictures, and in complete sentences.

Writing: We have worked a lot with informational writing. In December, we will explore narrative writing. We
will write about personal experiences. We will organize our writing and add vivid details to make our writing
more interesting.

Science: We will continue our study of motion, and begin a study on magnets. We will learn by using real items
in simple experiments.

Social Studies: Continuing our study of culture, we will explore the differences between life in the past and pre-
sent. First Graders will also think about how they have grown and changed.

The best gift

Lots of money is spent on gifts each year around The First Grade blog is at
this time. We encourage families to remember the
best gift you can give your kids is time together with togetheragain edUblogS Org

you. Reading books and playing simple board
games together is a simple way to create lasting
memories and strengthen the family bond.
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Second Grade News

Mrs. Bitther ¢ Mrs. Carter « Ms. Miller  Mr. Morina
Mrs. Morstein (Mrs. Mathews) e Mrs. Newman ¢ Mrs. Nicholls ¢ Mr. Szybalski

Reminders

Sign your child's weekly learning skills sheet.

Check out Galway's website for wonderful
reading resources that can be used on your
child’s reading log.

Look out for the date for our upcoming Quarter
2 Parent Night focused on the TerraNova 2
Assessment which students will take in April.

Spotlight on Academics

We have been spending a lot of time this month reading non-fiction text
and focusing on important information that we can learn from text features
as well as asking and answering questions about the text. In the upcoming
month, we look forward o reading and analyzing classic folktales and fair-
ytales, and writing fractured tales.

In math this month students will be able to add 2 digit numbers using con-
crete models, place value strategies as well as mental strategies. Students
will also subtract within 100 (2 digit from 2 digit) with or without decompos-
ing a 10 (regrouping).

Celebrations

Thank you to the parents who attended
Parent/Teacher conferences. We enjoyed
the opportunity to meet and discuss your
child’s successes.

We had a great fime at Strathmore Music Cen-
ter listening to the National Philharmonic
Orchestra where the students were ex-
posed to fine arts.

Students are off to a great start in second quar-
terl

Home Extensions

Practicing math facts at home is very important. Encourage your children
to use doubles facts, near doubles facts, making a ten, and other strategies
to help them practice their addition and subfraction facts.

Check out some of these online addition and subtraction games!
Addition Attack
hitp://funschool.kaboose.com/formula-
fusion/games/game _addition_attack.html

Addition or Subtraction Hidden Picture
hitp://www.dplusmath.com/Games/HiddenPicture/HiddenPictu

re.ohp

Math Popper
http://funschool.kaboose.com/formula-
fusion/carnival/games/game_math popper.html

Third Grade News

Mrs. Regan ¢ Ms. Palmer ¢ Ms. Riddick
Ms. Hobson e Ms. Schaefer

Reminders

Homework is given each night.

Please make sure your child reads for 25
minutes each night.

Learning Skills will come home every Mon-
day. Please sign and return as soon as pos-
sible.

If you send in any money for your child,
please send it in an envelope with your
child’s name, teacher, and grade.

Winter Break: Begins Monday, December
26" through Monday, January 2™.

Spotlight on Academics

We are all really excited and working hard in 3 grade. In math, students
are finishing up Unit 2 on measurement and will have their unit assess-
ment in mid December. Students will be assessed on their mastery of
measuring to the nearest half inch and centimeter, converting between
inches, feet, and yards, and determining the area and perimeter of given
regions. At the end of the month, students will begin Unit 3 on multiplica-
tion and division facts and strategies. Please have students practice their
basic multiplication and division facts each night. In reading, students are
finishing reading informational texts. They are able to identify text fea-
tures, how they improve a text, and how they help a reader to better un-
derstand a text. Students will begin reading for literary experience where
they will focus on reading folktales and fables. Students will be able to
identify the characteristics of these genres. In Social Studies, we are dis-
cussing human-made characteristics and how they change the world
around us. Also, students will be able to identify the needs that are satis-
fied by the human-made features. In science, we will begin our study of
the science behind fingerprinting and chromatography.



http://funschool.kaboose.com/formula-fusion/games/game_addition_attack.html
http://funschool.kaboose.com/formula-fusion/games/game_addition_attack.html
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Fourth Grade News

Ms Amanguana < Ms. Jackson] -
Mr Lotz <« Ms Schultz =« [Ms

Reminders Spotlight on Academics
Pl ease contnue to sign and return | edrning skills as soon as fossib
| Math, we have been learnifjng ab
how to determine the valpe of
thesis. We also | earned] how |
Celebrations word (story) probl ems. We ha
We had a wonderful tme on our Smith erHtler0Wne|Sd Ot ryj pO.TObWé?_m/@e_ra]: ed s
We enjoyed | earning about diverse ecdsiudtteédrhd card P ndiashcdo Wd rvii i5g ofe f earcd
ecosystems ourselves. T h e ar [P t Oy Spd rvie edruearftoshis and t o

: > ples of pn beer s .
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| readingg we are reading forfj lite
are completng our genre pn hi:
begin |l earning ,about reajjistc

text soon.

| social studies, we are exploring live
Natve American tribes. We ar
both the visible and invjsibl

tribe from Maryl and.

Fabulous Fifth Grade

Ms. Dineley ® Mr. Fernatt ® Ms. Genua
Mrs. Klick « Mrs. Meyers

Reminders

sth Grade Math:
Unit 2 Geometry Assessment
Wednesday, December 12™
Unit 1 Reassessment
Friday, December 16"

Math A:
Game Master Projects Due
Friday, January 6™

Science:
Electricity & Magnetism Unit
Assessment
Thursday, December 22™
Winter Break:
Begins Monday, December 26" through Mon-
day, January 2™

Spotlight on Academics

For the past few weeks fifth graders have been exploring the rich
world poetry and the impact of figurative language in creating im-
agery. We will continue reading, analyzing, and writing poetry
through part of December before we move back to informational
text.

Students in 5" grade math will continue to illustrate their knowledge
of geometry concepts until the unit assessment December 12",
Then student will move on to Unit 3 with a focus on whole number
computation as well as relationships between fractions, decimals,
and percents.

Math A students will be diving into Unit 2CD with a focus on compu-
tation with fractions and mixed numbers as well as solving problems
involving rates and ratios.

In science, we have begun our unit on Electricity and Magnetism.
The students have already had an exciting time building and testing
simple electrical circuits.
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