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Francis Scott Key Middle School’s Summer Reading Rationale 
Summer reading is an expected practice throughout Montgomery County Public Schools, 
since the ability to read is crucial to success.  Research shows that reading improves 
with practice and decreases if we do not practice. We expect all students to read during 
the summer because we are committed to the continued academic success of our 
students.   
 

Summer Reading and Assignment Expectations 
Summer is a great time for recreational reading.  While you may purchase books from 
any store or on-line source or, even borrow a book from a friend, students are NOT 
REQUIRED TO PURCHASE A BOOK TO READ.  If you are having trouble getting a book, 
check the following website to see if your book is available at a Montgomery County 
Public Library. http://montgomerycountymd.gov/Library/catalog/books.html  

 

All students attending Francis Scott Key Middle School are 
expected to complete the following tasks: 
 Read a minimum of one fiction book and one nonfiction text. 
 Complete the Character Analysis graphic organizer and write a  
       well-developed character analysis response. 
 Complete the Central Idea graphic organizer and write a  
       well-developed Objective Summary for the nonfiction text.  
 

The Summer Reading packet will be collected by English teachers on the first day of 
school (September 5, 2017) and counted as two homework assignments. 
 
All students are expected to complete the Summer Reading packet, including those who 
transfer to Francis Scott Key MS over the summer or during the first week of school.  
Since this information is being provided to all elementary feeder schools before the end 
of the 2016-2017 school term, and will be posted on the school’s website throughout the 
summer, every grade level student should have met the reading expectations by the first 
day of school.   
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Soaring Eagles Read to Succeed 

 

Which books should I read? 
Summer is a great time for recreational reading so you should choose books you are 
excited to read! You can read books you have at home, books you check out from the 
library, or books you purchase. You are not required to buy any books! If you need help 
accessing books for the summer, we will help you get the books you need. Please 
contact the English Content Specialist, LaKresia_D_Whittington@mcpsmd.org with any 
questions about the summer reading expectations. 

 

Suggested Texts: 

Grade 6: 

Crash 
Holes 
Among the Hidden 
Anything But Typical 
The Watsons Go to Birmingham 
Banner in the Sky 
Shooting the Moon 
The Maze 
The Music of the Dolphins 
Wringer 
The Wander 
The Headless Cupid 
Child of the Owl 
The Day They Came to Arrest 
the Book 
Double Dutch 
When You Reach Me 
 

Grade 7: 

Freak the Mighty 
The Bridges of Toko-Ri 
The Divorce Express 
The Name of the Game Was 
Murder 
Sounder 
The Sword in the Stone 
The Wednesday Wars 
Where the Lillies Blook 
Becoming Naomi Leon 
The Great Gilly Hopkins 
Walk Two Moons 
Pictures of Hollis Woods 
The Call of the Wild 
Red Glass 
Waiting for Normal 
The Moon is Down 

 

Grade 8: 

Across Five Aprils 
Brian’s Song 
Canyons 
Cuba 15 
Dicey’s Song 
The House of the Scorpion 
Life as We Knew It 
Thunder Rolling in the 
Mountains 
My brother Sam is dead 
Trouble 
Uglies 
Z for Zachariah 
The Girl Who Owned a City 
Homecoming 
The River Between Us 
Pedro’s Journal 
Chinese Cinderella 
The Good Earth 

Black Eyed-Susan Award Books: 

Grade 6: 
 

 
 
 

 

Grade 7: 
 

 
 
 

Grade 8: 
 When by Laurie, Victoria 

 I Am Princess X by Priest, 
Cherie 
   

                                                   

 

 

 

 Ellie’s Story  by 
Cameron, W. Bruce 

 Fuzzy Mud  by Louis 
Sachar 

 

 
 

 Fish in a Tree  by  Hunt, 
Lynda Mullaly   

 I Will Always Write Back: 
How One Letter Changed 
Two Lives    by Caitlin 
Alifirenka & Martin Ganda 

with Liz Welch   
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MYP Learner Profile Descriptions 

 
Inquirers 

They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and 
research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning 

will be sustained throughout their lives. 

 
Knowledgeable 

They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, they 
acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of 

disciplines. 

 
Thinkers 

They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach 
complex problems and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 

 
Communicators 

They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one 
language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in 

collaboration with others. 

 
Principled 

They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the 
dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and 

the consequences that accompany them. 

 
Open-minded 

They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the 
perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to 

seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience. 

 
Caring 

They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a 
personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to 

the environment. 

 
Risk-takers 

They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the 
independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in 

defending their beliefs. 

 
Balanced 

They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal 
well-being for themselves and others. 

 
Reflective 

They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience.  They are able to assess and 
understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal 

development. 
 
 
 



Name: _____________________________________________________________   DUE DATE: September 5, 2017 

 

Fiction Text Graphic Organizer 

Directions: After reading a fiction text, select one character from the text to 

analyze. 

Title of text: ______________________________________ Author: __________________ 

 CIRCLE one MYP Learner Profile (character trait) that best describes your 

character throughout the entire story.  

balanced inquirer reflective knowledgeable principled 

caring thinker risk-taker communicator open-minded 

 

Provide two pieces of evidence from 
the story that supports the MYP 

Learner Profile. 

Explain how the text evidence 
supports the MYP Learner Profile. 

#1 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

#2 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

 



 
 

CHARACTER ANALYSIS:  Write a well-developed response 
Written Response:  Write an analysis explaining what is revealed about the character 

in your story. Use information from the text to support your explanation. 

CRITERIA FOR SUCCESS: 

 effectively states and develops a clear claim, provides logical reasons, and uses 

relevant evidence 

 includes the TITLE and AUTHOR of the text, the character’s name, and the 

CHARACTER’S MYP LEARNER PROFILE (TRAIT) 

 includes TWO or MORE PIECES OF EVIDENCE (CITATIONS) from text that 

supports the MYP Learner Profile 

 clearly EXPLAINS and provides strong insights about how the text evidence 

supports the MYP Learner Profile 

 includes a concluding sentence that restates the topic  

 Grammar:  uses clear and complete sentences, free of errors in grammar,     

punctuation, and spelling. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Name: _____________________________________________________________   DUE DATE: September 5, 2017  

 
 

Non-Fiction Text Graphic Organizer 

Directions: After reading a non-fiction text, write the central idea and 

supporting details in YOUR OWN WORDS. Next, write a summary paragraph 

about the text.  

Central Idea - states what the text is mostly about. All 

important details from the text must be able to support the 

central idea.  

Think W.I.N. to help write a central idea.  

   W  Who or What is the text mostly about? 

    I    What is the most important information about the…who or what?  

   N   Write the central idea in a small number of words. 

 

 Title of text: __________________________________________ 

What is the Central Idea? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting 

Detail #1 

 

 

Supporting 

Detail #2 

 

 

Supporting 

Detail #3 

 

 

Supporting 

Detail #4 

 

 

Supporting 

Detail #5 

 

 



OBJECTIVE SUMMARY:  Write a SUMMARY about the non-fiction text 
An objective summary is a short statement or paragraph that tells what an article or book is 

about. An objective summary does not include minor details or the opinions of the person 
writing it. Write a six- to eight-sentence objective summary about your non-fiction text.   
Hint: Think about what you would say to a friend who asks, “What is this article or book about?” 

 

CRITERIA FOR SUCCESS: 

 first sentence includes the TITLE and AUTHOR of the text and the CENTRAL IDEA 

 includes at least FIVE IMPORTANT DETAILS that support the central idea 

 details should be written in YOUR OWN WORDS 

 summary should be at least 6-8 SENTENCES 

 Grammar:  uses clear and complete sentences, free of errors in grammar,     

punctuation, and spelling. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


