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���������������������                                                  Molly Jackman 

Just hoping to get atten-
tion with a little allitera-
tion.  Our next meeting 
on April 21 will focus on 
what you want in a 
PTSA. Meetings this year 
had sparse attendance.  
No blame assigned to 
anyone; people are busy.  
But the question that 
faces us is how should 
Einstein PTSA go for-
ward?  With the Quantum 
Quest, the daily an-
nouncements and an ac-
tive list serve to spread 
information, maybe it’s 
the monthly meetings that 
are passé?  Should we do 
away with them alto-
gether? Have them 2 or 3 
times a year? Guest 
speakers or not?    Each 
high school can shape the 
PTSA in a way that works 
for its community.  While 
we need to keep within 
the national and local 
bylaws, we need to make 
PTSA work for us.  And 
so much is working now -
-- we have folks actively 
engaged in school im-
provement (thanks Gordie 
Brenne and team) looking 
at a range of issues from 
the number of tech 
courses offered, to how 
the guidance department 
works. Volunteers under 
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April 24, 7 –9pm,  
auditorium 
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April 28,  7-9 pm,  
auditorium. 
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April 30, 7-9:30 pm, audi-
torium 

Jennifer Tripodi’s capable 
direction are hard at work 
organizing the upcoming 
After-Prom (see stories 
on p 11.)  PTSA has 
given money to help the 
Nucleus purchase soft-
ware, VAPA to fund a 
guest speaker, and to an 
ESOL field trip (and re-
ceived thoughtful and 
appreciative notes from 
the students in return.) 
We had a fun-filled, food-
filled, fantastic Taste of 
Einstein. Many thanks to 
Debra Brody and Cynthia 
Schnedar who 
planned and coor-
dinated ---with 
the help of lots of 
volunteers--- the 
annual event de-
signed to show-
case the international fla-
vor of our community. 
 

And while we’re thanking 
folks, a few more are in 
order. Thanks to Emily 
Sudbrink who has worked 
so diligently on getting 
our guest speakers and 
coordinating our meet-
ings. Thanks to Impact 
Silver Spring for help on 
the February meeting on 
gang awareness.  Thanks 
to the Quantum Quest 
staff for continuing to 

produce an informative 
and quality newsletter --- 
truly a team effort and 
one that takes many hours 
of labor. And thanks to 
the Boosters for under-
writing this issue of the 
QQ. 
 

So, we need your voices 
for next year.  We need 
officers and coordinators. 
(Look next month for a 
list on the Einstein web 
page --- from the home 
page, click on “parents”)    
What events do you want 
to continue, or start?  

What issues 
should we ad-
dress?  What do 
you want to do? 
Come to the cafe-
teria April 21st, 
refreshed from 

spring break, and bring 
your ideas and energy! �  
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May 8, 8 pm-midnight, 
Hilton (Rockville Pike) 
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May 9,  midnight-5 am, 
AEHS  
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June 5, DAR,  
10 am – 12 pm�
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June 16, early release  
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On Wed., March 11, Eliot 
Applestein, an independ-
ent college admissions 
consultant, spoke at Blake 
High School,  to explain 
the current trends in col-
lege admissions and ex-
plore many of the factors 
involved in the often 
daunting admissions proc-
ess.   
 

Applestein began by citing 
the current college admis-
sions environment, where 
it often appears that quali-
fied students are not get-
ting accepted to the school 
of their choice and that the 
glut of applications flood-
ing schools have a reduced 
number of slots available.  
He explained that there are 
more highly qualified stu-
dents graduating, that 
there are truly fewer slots 
available due to lack of 
growth at many institu-
tions, that colleges some-
times seek out interna-
tional stu-
dents who 
are more 
likely to pay 
full tuition, 
and that the 
online 
“common 
application” 
makes it 
easier for applicants to 
apply to more schools.  
When students are wait-

listed, only 1 in 5 is even-
tually admitted. 
 

A helpful part of the lec-
ture involved a detailed 
explanation of the differ-
ent types of admissions:  
· Regular Decision -- 

applications are often 
due by Jan.1, notifica-
tion by April and deci-
sion needed by May,  

· Early Decision – prefer-
ence in admission, but 
must commit to attend,  

· Early Action – apply by 
Nov. 1 or 15, decision 
by early December, 
non-binding,  

· Early Action-Single 
Choice – can’t apply 
with Early Action or 
Early Decision to any 
other schools,  

· Early Decision 2 – 
same as the other Early 
Decision, but dates are a 
little later,  

· Rolling Decision – first 
come, first served until 
freshman class is filled.  

 

Applestein explained that 
some schools admit up to 
49% of students in Early 
Decision programs, 

thereby leaving 
fewer slots 
available for 
Regular Deci-
sion when the 
majority of stu-
dents apply.  
However, as 
some early 
choice the same 
programs re-

quire a commitment, Ap-
plestein recommends that 
students only select that 

option if they have visited 
the school and sat in on at 
least one class. 
 

Applestein covered what 
he’s sees as the the 10 
variables for admission, in 
order of importance:   
1. The classes taken 
(more challenging is bet-
ter) 
2. Grades (unweighted) 
3. SAT (or other stan-
dardized test) 
4. Activities 
5. Community service 
6. Work, or out of 
school experiences 
7. A well-written essay 
8. Letters of recommen-
dation 
9. Special thanks from 
an adult 
10. Anything that makes 
the student stand out, in-
cluding a demonstrated 
interest in the school. 
 

Applestein’s advice was 
that students not base 
their self esteem on only 
one school; it’s more im-
portant what you do when 
you’re there than where 
you go. �  
 

Emily Ellenbogen 
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We want to thank the 
many members of the Ein-
stein Community who 
pulled together to make 
the fifth annual Taste of 
Einstein a success.  
 

In particular, we want to 
thank teachers Todd Gar-
low and Matt Chandler 
(for organizing student 
volunteers and for work-
ing with students to solicit 
food from restaurants); 
Janet Scollick (for making 
lots of good food with her 
students); and Peter 
Smeallie, Joan Rackey, 
Paula Pero, William How-
ard, Tricia Gooley, Jane 
Walsh and Andris Rutins 
(for organizing the student 
performers and artists).  
 

We also want to thank the 
many students who par-
ticipated and the many 
parent volunteers who 
helped. Debbie Brody and 
I have enjoyed co-
chairing this event the 
past two years because of 
the enthusiastic support 
the event gets from the 
entire Einstein Commu-
nity. We are beginning 
our search now to find the 
co-chairs who will take 
over this fine tradition, 
and we will work with our 
successors to carry on this 
wonderful tradition. So, 
please let us know if you 
are interested. �  
 

 Cynthia Schnedar  
Debbie Brody 
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Be a PTSA officer or 
coordinator next year or 
serve on the nominating 
committee. Contact 
Molly Jackman to let her 
know you are interested 
at thejackman5@aol.com or 
301-962-6629. �  
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very much out of the 
blue," he said. 
 

English teacher William 
Lee said he welcomed the 
opportunity for the 20 
male students in his class 
to discuss women's issues. 
"We talk about what it 
means to be a positive role 
model," said Lee. "Part of 
that is respect for women, 
personally and in the lar-
ger community. We all 
have mothers, sisters, 
grandmothers." 
 

Sophomore Foster White 
said he recognized the 
actress Woodard, but did-
n't know about Brinker, 
who founded Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure, a 
well-known anti-cancer 
organization, after her 
only sister succumbed to 
breast cancer. She also 
was U.S. ambassador to 
Hungary and chief of pro-
tocol during the admini-
stration of President 
George W. Bush.  "We 
were ready to listen and 
pay attention to what they 
were saying to us," said 
White. "I think everybody 
benefited from hearing 
them speak." 
 

Junior Laura Fisher called 
the discussion "pretty in-
spirational, " as the 
women discussed persist-
ing for one's goals despite 

Television and film ac-
tress Alfre Woodard, for-
mer ambassador and anti-
cancer activist Nancy 
Brinker, and officials 
from the office of First 
Lady Michelle Obama 
visited Einstein on Thurs-
day, March 19,  to talk 
with students as part of 
the First Lady's com-
memoration of Women's 
History Month. 
 

The high profile visitors, 
trailing television cam-
eras and reporters, met 
mid-morning in a large 
classroom with a group of 
students, mostly from an 
AP government class and 
the school's pilot all-male 
Honors English class. 
They talked for about an 
hour with the students, 
while word quickly swept 
the hallways that impor-
tant visitors, perhaps Mi-
chelle Obama herself, had 
arrived at Einstein. Mrs. 
Obama, however, visited 
Anacostia HIgh School 
on Thursday, while other 
VIP's, including Debbie 
Allen, Bobbi Brown, Do-
minique Dawes and 
Phylicia Rashad, visited 
other schools in D.C., 
Maryland and Virginia. 
 

Principal James Fernan-
dez said officials for the 
First Lady contacted him 
earlier in the week to ar-
range the visit. "It was 

great pain and setbacks. 
 

Representatives of the 
First Lady's office asked 
students for their com-
ments on policy issues, 
and students responded 
by asking about arts pro-
grams being cut. Towards 
the end of the meeting, 
said government teacher 
Natasha Harrison, 
Woodard provided her e-
mail and told her, "I want 
to come back and talk to 
these kids again." 
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Congratulations to pho-
tography students Santi-
ago Galeas and Helen 
Ploussiou for winning 
awards from the Scholas-
tic Art and Writing 
Awards program. 
 

Santiago earned a Gold 
Key award for his portfo-
lio and Helen was 
awarded a Gold Key for 
her piece titled 
“Waterfall.”  Gold Keys 
were awarded to only the 
top 0.7% of entries this 
year.  Both Santiago and 
Helen now move on as 
finalists to the national 
level! 
 
Wish them luck! �  
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Among our school’s ini-
tiatives to help close the 
academic gap within our 
Black and Hispanic male 
student population is the 
creation of a single-
gender class for males.  
There is much research 
that supports the academic 
benefits of single-gender 
education for males and 
females. This male Hon-
ors English class is the 
first of its kind 
in Montgomery County 
and is taught by Mr. Wil-
liam Lee. 
 
The class is comprised of 
17 African-American and 
Hispanic students.  In-
struction focuses on three 
areas: academic, social, 
and community responsi-
bility.  A variety of trips 
are scheduled throughout 
the year to expose stu-
dents to new experiences 
and opportunities beyond 
their communities. Our 
desire is to broaden the 
perspec-
tives of 
these 
students 
and ex-
pose 
them to the greater possi-
bilities that are available 
to them. Finally, we chal-
lenge each male to give 
back by acting as positive 
role models for peers in 
their school, home, and 
community. �  
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THE SPRING COUN-
SELING SESSION IS 
IN FULL SWING. It is 
time for juniors to think 
about going to college or 
to consider trade school or 
other options. The Coun-
seling Department and 
College and Career Center 
are available to counsel 
students and families 
about post-secondary op-
portunities.  We use a va-
riety of software and 
Internet applications that 
are also available for 
home use to help students 
with the search process. 
 

PASSPORT TO SUC-
CESS binders were dis-
tributed to juniors who 
attended a lunch time 
meeting in March. The 
contents are essential for 
an overview of the college 
selection process and pro-
vide specific information 
about researching and 
applying to colleges. If 
your child did not come to 
the meeting and you 
would like a copy, please 
email Melissa Keller at 
melissa_s_keller@mcpsm
d.org or have your child 
visit the College and Ca-
reer Center during lunch 
to pick one up. 
 

THE NACAC NA-
TIONAL COLLEGE 
FAIR SPONSORED BY 
MCPS IS SCHEDULED 
FOR APRIL 15TH AND 
16TH AT THE MONT-
GOMERY COUNTY 

FAIR GROUNDS. This 
annual fair is attended by 
numerous colleges 
throughout the country.  It 
is an excellent opportunity 
for students and parents 
to learn more about vari-
ous colleges, their pro-
files, admissions stan-
dards and offerings to the 
students. It is also a good 
time to gather applications 
and college brochures and 
to establish and initial 
contact with admission 
representatives. These 
representatives are the 
same ones who are on the 
admissions board. They 
have reported that they 
remember the students 
they have met. Einstein 
juniors are scheduled to 
visit the college fair on 
Wednesday, April 15. 
Juniors were given a 
permission slip during 
classroom counseling 
lessons in March.  Please 
make sure you child has 
returned the slip and $5 
bus fee to the College 
and Career Center TO-
DAY (it was due March 
27). The fair is also open 
in the evening on April 
15 for students and par-
ents from 6:30pm – 
8:30pm. Although not 
every college will be rep-
resented during the eve-
ning hours of the fair, it is 
much less crowded than 
during the day and may 
be easier to meet and 
talk with the individual 

representatives. For more 
information go to 
www.nationalcollegefairs.
org. 
 

The College and Career 
Center is open Monday - 
Friday from 8:00 am – 
3:00 pm with information 
regarding testing and post 
secondary education.  Stu-
dents and parents are en-
couraged to come in and 
use the College and Career 
Center resources at any 
time. However, if you 
have specific questions 
you would like answered, 
please call and make an 
appointment with Ms. 
DeOto at 301.962.1020. 
 

IMPORTANT !  
COURSE REGISTRA-
TION 2009-2010 
Students will receive a 
confirmation notice the 
second week in May of 
courses for which they 
registered for next school 
year. At that time, stu-
dents should contact 
their counselor with any 
concerns or errors, via 
email or in person. Par-
ents do not need to make 
an appointment with a 
counselor to get a class 
change. Since is it ex-
tremely difficult to make  
adjustments to the sched-
ules after June 16,  
 

Continued next page 
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Counseling, cont’d 

students should carefully 
examine this initial regis-
tration. Please note: Be-
cause teacher staffing is 
based on the initial regis-
tration, the initial course 
selection (including 
whether a student regis-
ters for an honors, AP or 
regular level course) is 
critical!!! THERE 
WILL BE NO COURSE 
REQUEST CHANGES 
MADE AFTER JUNE 
16! Final schedules will 
be mailed home in Au-
gust. 
 

THE MARYLAND 
HIGH SCHOOL AS-
SESSMENTS are rigor-
ous end-of-course tests 
given for specific sub-
jects. These assessments 
are a key component of 
the Maryland High 
School Assessment Pro-
gram and students should 
give them their best ef-
fort. Passing scores are an 
essential part of the 
graduation requirements 
for Maryland. The test 
schedule for this year 
includes these dates: Bi-
ology, May 18; NSL 
Government, May 19; 
Algebra 10, May 20; 
English, May 21. Make 
up exams will be given 
the following week. 
   

SUMMER SCHOOL 
REGISTRATION  be-
gins this spring. If you 
need to take a summer 
school class please stop 
by the Counseling Ser-

vices office during the last 
week of April for registra-
tion material. Take advan-
tage of summer school as 
evening school will no 
longer be offered during 
the school year.  The first 
session of summer school 
begins the last week of 
June and 
the sec-
ond ses-
sion starts 
mid-July. 
  
SUMMER SEARCH 
2009:  Looking for some-
thing fun and educational 
for your child to do this 
summer? The "Summer 
Search: Expanding Educa-
tional Horizons" catalog 
has all the answers. It lists 
information on more than 
100 courses, camps, aca-
demic and arts programs 
and university and college 
opportunities and pro-
grams. Opportunities 
abound in a variety of ar-
eas: fine and performing 
arts, science and engineer-
ing, sports and recreation, 
leadership, writing and 
space exploration and 
more. Program costs 
vary.  For more informa-
tion stop by the Division 
of Community and Family 
Partnerships at 451 Hun-
gerford Drive, Suite 508 
or call 301.279.3100. You 
can download a 2008 bro-
chure from the MCPS 
website (there will not be 
a 2009 version available 
this year). �  
  

OTHER DATES AND 
DEADLINES   

April 4 – ACT test ad-
ministered (not at Ein-
stein) 

April 9 – SAT late regis-
tration deadline for the 
May 2nd exam 

April 15 – National Col-
lege Fair at Montgomery 
College, juniors field trip 

April 16 – Report Cards 
distributed 

April 29  – Senior Interims 
mailed home 

 May 2 – SAT test admin-
istered (not at Einstein) 

May 3 – Last day to sub-
mit Bridge Projects 

May 4 – 15 – AP testing 

May 5 - SAT registration 
deadline for the June 6th 
exam (offered at Einstein) 

May 8 – ACT registration 
deadline for the June 13th 
exam (not at Einstein) 

May 13 – Senior Awards 
Night 

May 15 – SAT late regis-
tration deadline for the 
June 6th exam (offered at 
Einstein) 

May 18-21 – Maryland 
High School Assessments 
(see far left column) 

May 22 – ACT late regis-
tration deadline for the 
June 13th exam 

May 26 – 29 – Senior 
exams 
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The Maryland Higher 
Education Commission 
has a great Web site 
full of helpful informa-
tion to make the college 
search process easier. 
There is information on 
scholarships, test prep, 
planning, and more at 
www.MDgo4it.org, 
under Preparing for 
College, in the left hand 
column. �  
 

Einstein Counseling 
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Students may pick up 
registration materials 
for SAT and ACT tests 
through the College and 
Career Center or they 
can register on line. 
ACT registration on-
line may be accessed 
through 
www.actstudent.org. 
SAT registration on-
line may be accessed 
through 
www.collegeboard.com
Please notify Ms. 
DeOto after you regis-
ter to take the SAT or 
ACT. �  
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It was early on a cold 
Saturday morning at Ein-
stein, but the school park-
ing lot bustled like a ship-
yard.  There was a fleet of 
trucks – tractor trailers, 
box trucks and assorted 
pick-ups. A fork lift shut-
tled amid a throng of 
adults and students. And 
everywhere there were 
stacks of shrink-wrapped 
pallets of shredded hard-
wood mulch. It was 
March 21 -- delivery day 
for the AEHS Boosters’ 
mulch sale. 
 

In the midst of a reces-
sion, the Einstein com-
munity responded to the 
sale with record-setting 
orders. The marketing 
campaign to sell mulch 
and benefit the school’s 
athletic teams began in 
February, but the initial 
tepid response to mail-
ings, online ordering, and 
announcements seemed 
to reflect the sour econ-
omy. Orders accelerated 
in the final days of the 
sale, and coordinator 
Thomas Giblin extended 
the March 14 deadline to 
take advantage of the 
surge. The telephone 
calls, emails, and order 
slips kept coming. He 
continued to take orders 
even as he finalized num-
bers with the Pennsyl-
vania mulch supplier. 

 
 

When March 21 arrived, 
the Boosters had total 

orders for 4,437 bags, a 
jump of 571 bags over 
last year and more than 
200 above the previous 
record set in 2007. Repeat 
customers dominated, but 
about 40 percent of or-
ders came from new cus-
tomers. Curbside deliver-
ies accounted for nearly 
90 percent of the total, 
with pick up in the school 
parking lot accounting for 
the remainder. 
 

“We weren’t sure how 
the sale would fare, given 
the state of the economy,” 
said Giblin, who as 
Booster VPt took on the 
coordinator job from 
longtime veteran Gordie 
Brenne. “The community 
responded very gener-
ously. We are happy and 
grateful, and we know 
Einstein athletics will 
benefit.” 
 

Getting all that mulch 
delivered to customers 
was a logistical operation 
involving routes and 
maps that took over the 
Giblins’ dining room ta-
ble. Einstein coaches re-
cruited a record 98 stu-
dents to assist with deliv-
eries and earn learning 
service hours.  Three 
rental box trucks and 
about half a dozen pick-
ups were loaded on Satur-
day morning, with the 
first trucks rolling out of 
the parking lot before 9 
am. 
 

Football Coach Mike 
Bonavia, with athletic di-
rector Brady Blade riding 
shotgun, did not let a mal-
functioning roll door in the 
back of their box truck 
slow them down, even on 
the speed bumps along 
Newport Mill Road. Blade 
suffered a minor injury on 
his leg for the cause of 
delivering mulch. 
 

In addition to football, 
other teams that hauled 
mulch and earned 75 cents 
a bag included boys’ la-
crosse, girls’ lacrosse, 
baseball, softball, wres-
tling, track, volleyball and 
swimming. 
 

Those Einstein students 
toted 2-cubic foot mulch 
bags weighing about 55 
lbs. each. That means they 
delivered 216,810 lbs., or 
108 tons of mulch. And by 
3 pm on Saturday, the last 
empty truck arrived in the 
high school parking lot and 
soon was on its way back 
to the rental agency. 
 

The gross receipts were 
more than $18,500, with 
the net for the Boosters 
amounting to  nearly 
$7,200. Of that total, par-
ticipating athletic teams 
will receive nearly $3,000 
distributed to their individ-
ual accounts. The Boosters 
will use their share of  pro-
ceeds to improve Ein-
stein’s athletic facilities.�  

  
Susan DeFord,  

Booster president 
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Copies of this issue of 
Quantum Quest were 
made by “Alan’s Ex-
press,” a small business 
owned by Alan Wilson 
providing mailing and 
copy services at an af-
fordable price. Alan re-
ceives vocational assis-
tance from SEEC, a Silver 
Spring based nonprofit 
agency dedicated to help-
ing people with develop-
mental disabilities 
achieve The American 
Dream. 
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Is your Junior (or Sopho-
more or Freshman) des-
perately behind on getting 
his or her SSL hours?  
Then, we have an easy 
solution for you!   
 

Mrs. Lopez in the AEHS 
Main Office needs student 
assistants to work this 
summer.  Hours are flexi-
ble, the working condi-
tions are pleasant, and 
students earn student ser-
vice learning hours.  
Please drop by to see Mrs. 
Lopez or give her a call at 
301-962-1005. 
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AEHS will host the 3A 
West Region track meet 
on May 13-14, a two-day 
event that will draw hun-
dreds of athletes and spec-
tators from 11 Montgom-
ery and Frederick county 
schools. 
 

It’s the first time in years 
that the regional meet has 
been held at Einstein, 
which had a stand-out 
track program in the 
1970s and 1980s.  Ein-
stein was selected after 
track coach Eric DaSilva 
and school ad-
ministrators 
told regional 
athletic officials 
earlier this year 
they wanted to 
host the event. 
A Frederick 
County school 
that had the first option to 
host declined.  (Wheaton 
High School hosted the 
3A West Region track 
meet in 2008.) 
 
 

“I think it’s nice for kids 
to have a huge meet at 
their school and to have 
pride in their school,” said 
DaSilva, an English 
teacher who has been Ein-
stein’s cross county and 
track coach for two years. 
“It’s a way to promote the 
school.” 
 

Events will get underway 
Wed., May 13 at 4 pm and 
continue until about 8 pm, 
with the same start and 

finish times on Thurs., 
May 14. Tickets for stu-
dents and adults at the 
event will be $5.00, as set 
by state officials. 
 

At the meet, the top four 
finishers in every track 
and field event, and ath-
letes who meet certain 
performance standards in 
their events will qualify 
for the state championship, 
scheduled for May 22-23 
at Morgan State Univer-
sity in Baltimore. 
 

The schools that 
will visit Einstein 
for the regional 
meet include Mont-
gomery schools 
Kennedy, Watkins 
Mill, Damascus, 
Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase, Seneca Val-
ley, Paint Branch, 

and Wheaton. The Freder-
ick schools are Urbana, 
Frederick, and Tuscarora. 
 
 

The upcoming event al-
ready has Einstein offi-
cials pursuing a list of re-
furbishment and fix-up 
projects to get the stadium 
complex in top shape. 
They are working with 
county facilities officials 
to repair the school’s eight
-lane track, improve the 
stadium press box, replace 
gates, and complete other 
projects. This work fol-
lows a recent $37,000 up-
grade of the softball field 
that was funded by Be-

thesda Chevy Chase Base-
ball Inc., a community 
group that organizes youth 
baseball leagues. 
 

Hosting the meet “gives us 
an opportunity to kind of 
showcase our athletic fa-
cilities, which we’re very 
proud of,” said Athletic 
Director Brady Blade. 
“It also says we can pull 
this off and do it,” Blade 
said. “It takes a lot of ef-
fort, and a lot of different 
people.” 
 

DaSilva and Blade are 
hoping that students, par-
ents and staff will volun-
teer to keep events running 
smoothly, from moving 
hurdles to measuring long 
jumps. Students can earn 
learning service hours for 
their volunteer work at the 
meet. 
 

DaSilva said he’s hoping 
for balmy spring weather, 
of course, good perform-
ances by Einstein athletes, 
and no mishaps at the big 
event. But another result 
he’s hoping for is that 
“anybody who comes here 
sees all that is good and 
right about Einstein and 
that there are no negative 
issues.” �  
 

Susan DeFord,  
Booster president 
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Thomas Edison HS of 
Technology is STILL ac-
cepting applications for 
programs for the 2009-
2010 school year!  
 

"Priority" deadline was 
February 13th…but the 
program still has spaces 
and counselors will re-
view applications until 
August. 
 

To access the online ap-
plication visit the website 
at: � http://
www.montgome ry-
schoolsmd. org/schools/ 
edison/admission s/
appimproved. htm�  
 
Edison has fantastic ca-
reer programs including:�  
· Biotechnology�  
· Construction (SIX pro-

grams!)�  
· Architecture�  
· Network Operations�  
· Graphic Design�  
· Interior Design�  
· Hospitality and Tour-

ism�  
· Restaurant / Culinary�  
· Nails and Cosmetology 
· Auto Tech�  
· Auto Body�  
· Medical Careers 
 

Check it out! �  
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President: Molly Jackman 
Editors: Connie Raab, Deb Ferrin,  
Emily Ellenbogen, Nancy Hanlon  

 

aehsnews@yahoo.com 
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Early Spring Activities:   

· Consider career goals 
as you select classes 
and complete your high 
school planning sheet. 

· Plan next year’s pro-
gram to enhance pros-
pects for employment 
opportunities and col-
lege admissions. 

· Register for ACT and/
or SAT/Subject Tests. 

· Use Naviance (an 
MCPS Web site and 
database) and College 
Board to do college and 
career searches 

· Consider an internship 
for the senior year. 
 

Spring Activities: 

· Attend college fairs and 
school-sponsored pro-
grams. 

· Confer with your coun-
selor about postsecond-
ary plans. 

· Attend career informa-
tion programs. 
Spend time in the career 
center exploring materi-
als. 

· Find out about summer 
enrichment programs. 

· Assemble a file of ma-
terials collected from 
colleges, trade and tech-
nical schools, and those 
distributed by your 
counseling department. 

· Visit colleges and/or 
trade and technical 
schools. 

· Become familiar with 
college and job applica-
tions. 

· Develop your résumé/
personal references. 

· Continue earning stu-
dent service learning 
hours if needed. Con-
sider completing this 
requirement before 
Grade 12. �  

The AEHS parent-based 
Counseling Advisory 
Group has had its first 
meeting!  This group is 
part of the AEHS PTSA.  
Our purpose is to support 
our school counselors and 
to help students benefit 
from their high school 
experience.  We also want 
to empower students to 
take advantage of various 
resources for learning at 
AEHS, online, in MCPS, 
and beyond.   
 

The initial meeting con-
sisted of  two staff coun-
selors, Ms. Leister, the 
new resource counselor, 
an administrator, and four 
parents including Gordie 
Brenne, parent and Vice-
president of PTSA for 
school improvement. 
  
We discussed a plethora of 
issues relating to coun-
selor needs and student 
enrichment.  Mr. Monte 
even had notebooks of 
minutes from previous 
committees that had been 
organized over the years!  
We identified  four major 
areas we would like to 
tackle over the next school 
year:  
  
1. To recruit Hispanic par-

ents to serve on the 
committee and work 
with the ESOL depart-
ment, Hispanic/Latino 
Parent Council, and 
others for support.  We 

will also connect with 
the Black/African-
American Parent 
Council and other com-
mittees/groups, 

2. To invite a representa-
tive sampling of stu-
dents to be part of the 
group and to attend 
certain meetings for 
their input and action, 

3. To support the career 
room and assist Ms. 
D'Oto and students in 
fully accessing voca-
tional, scholarship, and 
other information, 

4. To help promote the 
graduation objec-
tives of AEHS seniors. 

 

Please let me know if you 
are interested in joining 
in with this important 
work, as we should be 
ready to form committees 
and take action very 
soon!  We wish to thank 
Gordie Brenne, Ms. Leis-
ter, and the counselors for 
their interest and support. 
  
Wanda F. Watson 240-
460-6874 
wanda_f_watson@mcps
md.org �  
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Delegate Roger Manno 
sponsors a scholarship 
fund that awards scholar-
ships to applicants with 
pervasive developmental 
disorders (PDD), autism, 
learning disabilities, emo-
tional or behavioral dis-
abilities, mental health 
challenges, developmen-
tal delays, or other special 
needs.  Applicants must 
be: 

· At least a high school 
senior. 

· Currently enrolled in or 
applying to an under-
graduate, graduate, 
professional or trade 
school in Maryland. 

· Exceptions are made 
for “unique majors” 
that are not offered at 
any Maryland institu-
tion. 

· A resident of Legisla-
tive District 19, which 
includes portions of 
Silver Spring and 
Rockville. To check 
the Legislative District 
in which you reside, 
log onto http://
mdelect.net/
electedofficials/ 

 

Application and all mate-
rials (including refer-
ences) must be post-
marked by April 30, 

2009.  Incomplete appli-
cations will not be ac-
cepted. No exceptions 
will be made.  The Schol-
arship Committee will 
meet shortly after the 
April deadline and will 
contact recipients in early 
June 2009. If you have 
any questions or need 
additional information, 
contact Tracey Webb at 
301-610-0147, extension 
213. 
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April 6 - 8, 9:00 AM - 
4:00 PM.  Encuentro de 
las Chicas Latinas - 
Latina Leadership Con-
ference.  Conference for 
Latina girls ages 11-17 
who demonstrate leader-
ship skills inside and out-
side of the classroom. 
Free program 
(transportation & food 
provided) open to all mid-
dle and high school age 
girls in Virginia, Maryland 
and Washington, D.C. 
who are not currently Girl 
Scouts.  Catholic Univer-
sity of America, 620 
Michigan Ave., Washing-
ton, D.C.  Sponsored by 
the Girl Scout Council of 
the 
National Capital, Ana 
Lainez, 202-237-1670, 
ext. 215, 
alainez@gscnc.org; 
register on line at 
http://www.gscnc.org/encu
entroeng.html. 
 
 

April 21 - May 26, 7:00 - 
8:30 PM.  Parenting 
Teens, required text $20, 
class fee $30 (6 week ses-
sion).  Group discussion 
format, teaching 
skills to help improve par-
ent/teen relations; develop 
teen self-esteem 
and self-reliance; and pro-
mote responsible teen be-
havior at home, school 
and in the community.  
YMCA Ayrlawn Program 
Center, 5650 Oakmont 
Ave., Bethesda.  Offered 
by the YMCA Bethesda 
Youth & Family Services. 
Questions or registration 
with Pam Mintz 301-229-
1347, parent-
ing@ymcadc.org. 
 
April 21, 7:00 - 9:00 PM.  
Anxiety: Looking into 
the Overlooked, $60. 
Presenter Dr. Erin Marin, 
NIMH, Services for Youth 
with Anxiety.  10230 New 
Hampshire Ave., Suite 
200, Silver Spring.  Of-
fered by the Center for 
Adoptive Families, 301-
422-5110, Devon 
McLaughlin, 
dmclaugh-
lin@adoptionstogether.org, 
www.adoptionstogether.or
g/parenting.asp. 
 
April 23, 7:00 - 9:00 PM.  
Keeping Kids Safe and 
Healthy in the Age of 
Technology, $35.  Parents 
will gain a better under-
standing of the 
various ways kids use 
technology and the inter-
net, the benefits and 

effective strategies to 
keep technology safe and 
appropriate.  4000 
Blackburn La., Suite 260, 
Burtonsville.  Offered by 
the Center for 
Adoption Support and 
Education, Valerie, 301-
476-8525, 
caseadopt@adoptionsupp
ort.org, 
www.adoptionsupport.org
Registration 
required. 
 
April 29, 7:00 - 8:30 
PM.  Helping Shy Ado-
lescents Make Friends.  
If you are worried about 
your shy adolescent this 
workshop is for you.  Dr. 
Monica Robb will share 
her experience in helping 
adolescents manage 
their anxiety and initiate 
friendships.  The Nora 
School, 955 Sligo Ave., 
Silver Spring.  Offered by 
the Nora School Lecture 
Series, Janette Patterson, 
301-495-6672. 
 
May 7, 7:00 - 9:00 PM.  
How to Dialogue With 
Young People About 
Race and Racism, $35.  
Workshop for parents 
teaching concrete skills on 
how to have these impor-
tant discussions in a way 
that enhances your child’s 
identity.  Workshop led 
by family therapist and 
adoptive mother of two 
biracial children.  4000 
Blackburn La., Suite 260, 
Burtonsville. �  
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Talk about the gift that 
keeps on giving.  Her last 
kid graduated from Ein-
stein in 2002, but Rose 
Marie Goudreau stayed 
involved with AEHS for 
another seven years, where 
she has been a major force 
in the highly successful 
Gift Wrap program for the 
past dozen years as well as 
with Boosters, After Prom 
and many other activities.  
Just to give you some per-
spective, current Einstein 
freshman students were 2 
years old when she started. 
 

Einstein’s Gift Wrap pro-
gram has been such a part 
of her life that Goudreau 
counts bow making among 
her hobbies, along with 
walking her Alaskan Ma-
lamute, crocheting, work-
ing out, and reading.  
When asked about her 
reasons for staying in-
volved in Einstein activi-
ties, Goudreau explained 
that she felt very con-
nected to the Einstein 
community.  “I met so 
many students and their 
parents by working with 
the Booster Club and Gift 
Wrap” and it became an 
important part of her life.  
“I also wanted the Gift 
Wrap program to con-
tinue,” said Goudreau.  
“The number of parents 
involved was going down 
and I did not want the pro-
gram to fail.” 

A native of Oregon, 
Goudreau moved to this 
area in 1965.  She worked 
as a Cartographer with the 
National Geospatial 
Agency, formerly known 
as the Army Map Service.  
Both of her children at-
tended Einstein.  Daughter 
Bridgette graduated in 
1999 and went on to get a 
Masters degree in Special 
Education.  She teaches at 
Thurgood Marshall Ele-
mentary School where she 
works with 3 and 4 year 
old students with special 
needs.    Her son Shane, 
the ’02 Einstein grad, has 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Criminology from the 
University of Maryland, 
College Park, and is work-
ing for the Prince 
George’s County Police. 
 

In addition to volunteering 
her time for the Booster 
Club and Gift Wrap, 
Goudreau also has made it 
a point to support Einstein 
sports, dating back to 
when her children were at 
Einstein.  “I just enjoyed 
being around the students 
at Einstein.  They were so 
friendly to me when I 
came to the games.  I got a 
lot of hugs.”  Plus, she 
added, “The students who 
play sports want someone 
there to watch them play.  
They put in a lot of time 
attending practice and 
playing in the games.  So 

many parents did not 
come to the games for 
various reasons.  I tried to 
be involved and let them 
know that we were glad 
they were playing sports 
for the school.” 
 

Even though she is scal-
ing back her time with 
Einstein, Goudreau hopes 
other parents will pick up 
the slack.  “I have enjoyed 
all of the years I was in-
volved with the Booster 
Club and Gift Wrap and 
After Prom,” she said.  “I 
met a lot of parents and 
many wonderful stu-
dents.” 
 

“I encourage parents to be 
involved in the school 
activities,” she said.  “By 
not attending, the parents 
miss out on so much of 
their children’s lives.  
And it is a great way to 
get first-hand knowledge 
about what is going on in 
the school. 
 

“These students need en-
couragement in their stud-
ies and sports activities,” 
she added.  “The more we 
support them, the better 
chance they have to suc-
ceed. 
 

“If we are involved, I feel 
it helps create a better 
atmosphere for growth 
and pride for all of our 
children,” said Goudreau. 
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How can you make a do-
nation to Einstein without 
putting out any extra 
money?  Just do your 
regular shopping!   
 

B sure sign up your Safe-
way, Giant and Target 
cards to benefit Einstein 
High School! For those 
who have already done 
this, thank you!  When 
you sign up, these corpo-
rations contribute a per-
centage of your purchase 
totals to our school.  
 

You can also benefit 
AEHS by bringing your 
SNIDERS Supermarket 
receipts to school.  Snid-
ers donates a percentage 
of all receipts to the 
school.  Please place all 
receipts in the PTSA 
mailbox in the school of-
fice and the PTSA will 
take care of the rest. You 
can also send your re-
ceipts  directly to Joanna 
McCully at: 10411 Am-
herst Avenue, Silver 
Spring, MD 20902.   
 

Thank you very much for 
shopping for Einstein!  If 
you have any questions, 
please contact Joanna 
McCully at 
mccullyjo@verizon.net  
or 301-649-3724.  
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 “A Night to Treasure” is this year’s 
After Prom theme and your un-
wanted booty is needed for decora-
tions on May 8th.  If you wish to 
donate or lend any of the listed items below, they can be left 
in the AEHS office: 
 

White Bed Sheets (pastel colors accepted) 
Small X-Max Tree Lights (single string) 

Clothes Pins 
Cloth Clothes Line 

Beach Towels 
Bamboo Mats (tatami) 

Inflatable Beach Toys (rafts, alligators, inner-tubes) 
Beach Toys (buckets, shovels) 

Flip Flops 
Hammocks 

Netting (cloth) 
Outdoor/Beach Umbrellas 

Umbrella Stands 
Fake Fruit  
Pirate Hats 

Pirate Accessories (eye patch, costume) 
Old Chests 

Treasure Items (fake coins and jewelry) 
 
Ample amounts of these treasures 
are needed for a successful event.  
Make sure items are clearly la-
beled with your name and phone 
number if you wish them to be 
returned.  Contact Ellen Kandell 

at 
ek@alternativeresolutions.net 
to help coordinate the larger 
items and she can also be con-
tacted to volunteer for the cele-
bration.   
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The Booster Club is donat-
ing two raffle baskets for 
the After-Prom.  The 
Black/African-American 
Parent Council will also 
donate 
one.  The 
gift bas-
ket and 
prize 
commit-
tee 
would like to challenge 
other groups and commit-
tees (students, parents, 
staff) to sponsor a basket 
or funds to be used for 
them.  Individual items 
may be brought and placed 
in a box at the school of-
fice. 
  
Would the class presidents 
of the junior, sophomore, 
and freshman classes join 
together to sponsor a bas-
ket for their big broth-
ers/sisters?  This could be 
a new tradition at AEHS.  
Contact the gift/prize com-
mittee co-chairs: Joanna 
McCully and Patti Giglio. 
  
     Wanda Watson  
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In order to raise suffi-
cient funds to cover the 
cost of the After Prom 
Party for the Class of 
2010, the PTSA will 
open the Gift Wrap Con-
cession Booth at West-
field's Wheaton Plaza 
Mall for Mother's Day 
from May 7 to 9.   
  
We need your help to 
staff the booth from 
10:30 am – 9:00 pm 
Thursday and Friday, and 
10:00 am to 6:00 pm Sat-
urday.  Helpers will also 
be needed early Thurs-
day morning and Satur-
day at 6 pm to unpack 
and pack supplies.    
 

Student volunteers may 
earn SSL hours staffing 
the booth. Contact 
Wanda Watson, at 
Wanda_F_Watson@mcp
smd.org or 240-460- 
6874.  Adult volunteers, 
especially Junior parents 
-- this is for your kids!   
 

For more information, 
please contact Martha 
Kaiser at kaiser-
family@starpower.net or 
301-587-5064. 
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22 AP late testing 
25 No school, Memorial Day 
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