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February 8, 1-4 pm 
(snow date Feb. 17), 
Montgomery College  
Takoma Park/Silver Spring 
Campus � 
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Happy New Year! I’ll 
start this letter with a 
heartfelt thank you to 
the very hardworking 
Gift Wrap Booth crew 
led by Chris Grewell, 
Sandy Patterson, Wanda 
Watson, and Martha Kai-
ser. The tremendous ef-
fort put forth by them and 
many of you resulted in 
over $12,000 raised for 
After Prom next year. We 
had new volunteers 
among the returning vet-
erans, and a whole bunch 
of students who came out 
to wrap. It was exciting to 
see so many Einstein 
members working to-
gether for a common 
goal.  If you didn’t have 
the chance to wrap, 
please help at the booth 
before Valentine’s Day.  
Students can contact 
Wanda at 
Wanda_F_Watson@mcps
md.org or 240-460-6874.  
Adult  volunteers, espe-
cially Junior parents, can 
contact Chris at  Cilly-
Goose@aol.com or  301-
529-0841.    
 

By the time you read this, 
we’ll have had our Janu-
ary meeting where school 
administration will pre-
sent an update on what’s 

happening academically at 
Einstein. An area of con-
cern is the number of sen-
iors in danger of not 
graduating due to HSA 
failures.  The school is 
working hard to help these 
students with programs 
and supports.  (See p. 8.) 
 

Another concern that I 
have been thinking about 
is the safety of our chil-
dren in the community.  
With the tragic death of 
Tai Lam in November, 
and the shooting at West-
field’s Wheaton Mall on 
December 23, the issue of 
gangs comes up again.  
The Tuesday, February 
17th PTSA meeting will 
be on this topic.  We are 
putting together a panel of 
local speakers to update us 
on gang activity and how 
we as parents can help 
keep kids safe and out of 
gangs. I am interested in 
hearing your comments on 
this topic:  What should 
school and community 
members be doing around 
this issue? Email me at 
thejackman5@aol.com. 
 

The topic of safety contin-
ues at the March PTSA 
meeting (Wednesday, 
March 18th).  Beach 
Week is the subject, and 

we’ll have someone from 
Safe and Drug Free 
schools as well as people 
from the Ocean City, 
MD,  Play it Safe Pro-
gram.. 
 

A fun PTSA-sponsored 
event that brings people 
together is Taste of Ein-
stein coming up on Fri-
day, March 6.  Meet fel-
low Einstein families, 
share delicious food and 
see our talented students 
perform. 
 

Join us at PTSA meet-
ings and events. Help at 
a function.  Talk with a 
teacher or staff member 
about questions or con-
cerns. Get involved in 
your student’s school!  
 

Thanks for all you do. 
See you around Einstein 
in 2009. �  
     Molly Jackman 
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Friday, March 6, 2000, 
6:30 pm 

(See page 13 for details.) 
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Get your orders in now! 
(Order form—page 10) 
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February 18, 6-8 pm, 
AEHS 
 
(See page 4.) 
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February 19, 7 pm, Small 
Theatre 
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QQ recently caught up 
with Ed Nolan, Head of 
AEHS’s Mathematics 
Department.  In a wide-
ranging email conversa-
tion, he talked about his 
background, his role at 
Einstein, and his philoso-
phy on math education. 
 

Ed Nolan is a native of 
Silver Spring and Whea-
ton.  Born just down the 
street at Holy Cross Hos-
pital, Mr. Nolan has seen 
first-hand some of the 
major changes in this area 
– Metro tore down the 
Georgia Avenue house he 
grew up in to construct 
the Red Line.  (But don’t 
worry – the family had 
already moved out.)   
 

Mr. Nolan originally 
studied architecture at the 
University of Maryland, 
College Park, but he 
graduated instead with a 
degree in secondary math 
education.  He was in-
spired to pursue educa-
tion in part by his 
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By Sarah Brookhart 

mathematics is integral to 
success in everyday life.” 
 

Mathematic reasoning is 
just one example, he said.  
“Few people see the im-
portance of geometric 
proofs,” not realizing that 
when they are solving 
problems in life they are 
probably using the same 
basic steps. “Looking at 
what they have, consider-
ing a step-by-step process 
to achieve a goal, and 
evaluating whether the 
goal is achieved. This is 
the same process as a 
geometric proof.” 
 

Other examples include 
“doing mental math to 
determine the total at the 
grocery store and finding 
shortcuts for finding the 
tip at the restaurant,” said 
Mr. Nolan, adding that if 
people recognized this as 
math, “they would be less 
apprehensive with mathe-
matics.”  
 

Optimistic that the stigma 
associated with math can 
be overcome, he said that 
“when we agree that eve-
ryone CAN do mathemat-
ics, which our department 
does truly believe, then 
confidence and ability 
will improve.” 
 

The more abstract mathe-
matics becomes, the more 
difficult it can be to rec-
ognize the direct rele-
vance to everyday life, 
said Mr. Nolan.  “Watch-  

mother’s experience as a 
teacher for 29 years.  Mr. 
Nolan is married , has a 
13-year-old son, and lives 
with mini-menagerie that 
includes a dog, a rabbit, a 
gerbil, and a fish. 
 

Now in his fourth year at 
AEHS, Mr. Nolan teaches 
Algebra I and AP Statis-
tics in addition to his 
broad responsibilities as 
head of Einstein’s math 
program. 
 

As head of the depart-
ment, “I work with the 
mathematics teachers to 
understand the county’s 
curriculum and develop 
lessons that will help stu-
dents learn and retain 
mathematical objectives,” 
said Mr. Nolan.  This 
involves frequent meet-
ings and classroom obser-
vation.  He also reviews 
grades and works with 
administrators, parents, 
and students on a daily 
basis. 
 

Let’s face it:  Some peo-
ple love math and others 
fear it, some excel at 
math and others struggle 
with it.  Mr. Nolan be-
lieves that math anxiety 
and other barriers to 
learning math can be re-
duced if students can ap-
preciate its relevance to 
everyday life.  “Appreci-
ating the joy and power 
of mathematics,” he said, 
involves seeing “how 

ing the rotation of a Ferris 
wheel does not bring to 
mind graphs of trigono-
metric functions, but they 
are definitely there. The 
challenge for mathematics 
teachers is to find as many 
of those connections as 
we can.” 
 

Those connections are 
what Mr. Nolan especially 
enjoys about mathematics.  
“I love the interconnec-
tions. I enjoy how a real 
world situation can be 
represented by an equa-
tion, a graph, and a table, 
and that each of these rep-
resentations has its own 
“best use” for understand-
ing and portraying the 
situation. The power of 
how mathematics can be 
represented so many dif-
ferent ways is amazing.” 
 

Under Mr. Nolan’s leader-
ship, the Math Depart-
ment operates a program 
to provide extra help for 
students.  “I would love to 
see more students take 
advantage of these oppor-
tunities to better under-
stand the objectives of 
their mathematics 
classes,” said Mr. Nolan.  
(For details, please see the 
separate item on Math 
Help! on the next page.) 
 

Mr. Nolan’s enthusiasm 
and dedication to mathe-
matics education extends 
to the state and national  

 

Continued next page 
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levels. Mr. Nolan is the  
Executive Director of the 
Maryland Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics  
and Field Editor for a 
publication of the Na-
tional Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics.  In addi-
tion, this year he is help-
ing coordinate the annual 
meeting of the National 
Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics , which is 
being held in April in 
Washington, DC.  He is 
also on the Teachers Ad-
visory Council of the 
prestigious National 
Academy of Sciences.  In 
addition, he is a frequent 
speaker to groups of 
mathematics teachers and 
he contributes to state and 
national curriculum writ-
ing.  
 

But it’s not all math all 
the time for Mr. Nolan.  
An avid reader of histori-
cal fact and fiction, he 
enjoys books by Michael 
and Jeff Shaara, the re-
nowned father-and-son 
authors of military histori-
cal fiction.  Most recently, 
he read The Steel Wave, a 
book about World War II 
by Jeff Shaara.  He also 
enjoys fantasy literature 
such as the Harry Potter 
series. 
 

Not that Mr. Nolan has 
much time to read.  He  
typically gets in to school 
at 5:30 a.m. (after getting 
up at 3:20 a.m. to run) and 
works many afternoons  
and weekends either in the  

building or at home. “It is 
becoming more and more 
of a challenge to accom-
plish all that teachers are 
being asked to do, espe-
cially with the increased 
graduation requirements 
added by the High School 
Assessments,” he noted.   
 
When asked what he 
hopes students will take 
away from his classes, Mr. 
Nolan said, “I hope stu-
dents will leave with a 
love of learning. Every 
child can learn and all 
children should have the 
opportunity to challenge 
themselves as much as 
possible. I would like all 
child rento be prepared for 
the next level of life when 
they leave high school and 
be mathematically literate 
enough to pursue different 
goals throughout their 
life.” �  
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Did you know that the 
county schools have a 
Web site on math? It is 
http://
www.montgomeryschools
md.org/curriculum/math/. 
The high school section  
includes information on 
such courses as Algebra 1 
and 2 and Geometry, with 
exam reviews and other 
information, a glossary of 
math terms, and lots else.   
 

In addition, for extra help 
in Algebra 1, MCPS has 
“The Math Dude,” an 
award-winning video se-
ries featuring Mike De-
Graba that helps students 
improve their Algebra 
skills in addition to their 
work in the classroom. 
Each program helps stu-
dents understand different 
parts of algebra instruc-
tion, which is one of the 
High School Assessment 
tests required to graduate.  
The programs are avail-
able on TV and by video 
and podcast. See http://
www.montgomeryschools
md.org/departments/itv/
MathDude/ for more infor-
mation. The slogan of The 
Math Dude is “See how 
cool math can be.” �  
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The AEHS PTSA has a 
tradition of providing 
treats for teachers and 
staff to cele-
brate Valen-
tine's Day. 
If you 
would like to donate a 
snack (sweet or savory, 
healthy or not) to show 
your appreciation, please 
bring it to the main of-
fice on Friday, February 
13, any time after 7 a.m.  
If you can, please in-
clude a written Valen-
tine or thank you note.  
In the past, teachers 
have appreciated the 
notes as much as they 
have enjoyed the food! 
 

In the event of a snow 
day, please bring your 
donation on Tuesday, 
February 17. 
 

Just before the Winter 
Break, the PTSA Staff 
Appreciation Committee 
brought some holiday 
cheer to the main office 
with a beautiful poinset-
tia and chocolates for 
all. The staff members 
were extremely appre-
ciative, and we know 
they will enjoy the Val-
entine's Day spread as 
well. 
 
Questions? Contact Mar-
tha Kaiser at 301-587-
5064 or kaiser-
family@starpower.net.  

 

Math Help is  
Available! 
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Congratulations to Doro-
thy P. D'Ascanio, Ellen 
B. Daniels, and Cassan-
dra E. Kovacs for earn-
ing  National Board Cer-
tification  this year.  They 
are three of a total of 100 
educators in Montgomery 
County who were newly 
certified in 60 of the 200 
county schools.   
 

Ms. D'Ascanio is a media 
specialist, Ms. Daniels 
teaches English as a Sec-

ond Language, and Ms. 
Kovacs is a Special Edu-
cation teacher who 
earned her certification 
in Biology. 
 

National Board Certifi-
cation was created so 
that educators, like pro-
fessionals in other fields, 
can achieve distinction 
by demonstrating that 
they meet high stan-
dards. To achieve certifi-
cation, candidates must 

complete a serious of rig-
orous assessments that 
include teaching portfo-
lios, student work sam-
ples, videotapes, and 
analyses of their class-
room teaching and stu-
dent learning. Candidates 
also complete a series of 
written exercises on their 
subject-matter knowledge 
and their understanding 
of how to teach those 
subjects.  �  
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Please come to College 
Goal Sunday, a one-day 
event on February 8, 
2009, to help students and 
families complete the ap-
plication for financial aid 
for education beyond high 
school. The application is 
called the FAFSA.   
      

If you are even thinking 
about education beyond 
high school, you will most 
likely need financial help. 
College Goal Sunday is 
the perfect place to get the 
help you will need to 
complete your financial 
aid application. 
      

This event will be held at 
Montgomery College-
Takoma Park/Silver 
Spring Campus, Student 
Services Building, from 1
-4 pm on Sunday, Febru-
ary 8, 2009.   
 
See 
www.collegegoalsundayu
sa.org for more informa-
tion, or contact  Wendy 
Maldonado at 
wendy.maldonado@mont
gomerycollege.edu �  

The Washington Inter-Alumni Council, 
In Conjunction with the United Negro College Fund, Inc. 

and the Montgomery County Public Schools 
 

Announces the First  

Representatives from 75 Historically Black Colleges and Universities are partici-
pating.  All Montgomery County, MD, high schools are invited. 

       
   Date:   February 18, 2009 
   Time:       6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
   Location: Albert Einstein High School 
      

  For information contact 
   Henry Thompson  (301) 839-5484 – H   (202) 535-1678 – O 
   Leah Durphy-Taylor (301) 625-9571 – H   (202) 806-6314 – O 
   UNCF Area Office  (202) 737-8623 / (703) 205-3400 
   Email:     lookuphmt@aol.com – Henry 
         Ltaylor24@hotmail.com – Leah 
 

Einstein parents: If you can help, contact Rosalie_A_Deoto@mcpsmd.org at AEHS. 
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The work of two Visual 
and Performing Arts 
Academy (VAPA) sen-
iors, Ryan Estimo and 
Ben Martinez, has been 
accepted into the show, 
“ Looking Out / Looking 
In,”  that will be on dis-
play at Johns Hopkins 
University.   
 

There are also 14 students 
from the Montgomery 
County Visual Arts Cen-
ter (VAC), housed at 
AEHS, whose work has  
been accepted into the  
show. The VAC students 
are John Raymundo, 
Ray Mundo, Josephine 
Odubiyl , Lucia Ormaza, 
Melissa Gross, Solena 
Laigle, Stephen Ele-
fante, Wyatt Jaster, 
Abraham Murrell , 
Melissa Mergner, 
Madeleine Rabil, Kelsey 
Devries, Daulton Kao, 
Yein (Lana) Lim, and 
Seung-Hee Sungfrom. 
 

The Washington Post, 
Gazette Newspapers, and 
area coaches have chosen 
sophomore Malcolm 
Crockett and seniors 
Kelson Patterson, Bryan 
Martinez and Terrence 
Love as stand-out per-
formers on area high 
school football teams. 
 

Einstein senior Carolina 
Pelaez, a VAPA student, 
has received a 
$2,000 award from The 
Washington Post Music 

and Dance Scholar-
ship Program..  Pelaez is 
one of 12 Washington 
area students selected 
from more than 150 ap-
plicants for the scholar-
ships. 
 

Three VAPA students 
have received scholar-
ships worth up to $12,000 
to attend a Maryland col-
lege or university under 
the state's Distinguished 
Scholars program. They 
are Malika Cherifi  for 
drama, Carolina Pelaez 
for vocal music and Eliot 
Seppa for instrumental 
music. They are among 
372 students selected 
from 5,000 applicants 
statewide to receive 
scholarship offers as fi-
nalists.   
 

Fourteen other Einstein 
students were named 
semifinalists or received 
an honorable mention 
under the state program. 
They were recognized for 
earning cumulative 
GPA's of 3.7 or better.  
They are Danielle 
Ceneta, Sarah Chan, 
Ana Coello, Joanne 
Conelley, Alex Curro, 
Kelsey DeVries, Mary 
Claire Erskine, Sarah 
Hyman, Yueting Lei, 
Georgia Maclean, 
Kaitlin McCully, Anna 
McGrady, Abraham 
Murrell , and Dawit 
Zewdie. 
 

Senior Dawit Zewdie has 
been notified of his out-
standing participation in 
the National Achieve-
ment Scholarship Pro-
gram, a 44-year-old com-
petition that honors high-
achieving African Ameri-
can students. Select par-
ticipants drawn from 
150,000 entrants advance 
in the competition for 
scholarships that will be 
awarded in the spring of 
2009. The awards are 
based on academic 
achievement, accomplish-
ments and skills. 
 

Eight Titan seniors have 
received recognition as 
“Commended Students” 
under the National Merit 
Scholarship Program. The 
53-year-old scholarship 
program annually draws 
1.5 million entrants, with 
34,000 qualifying as 
Commended Students. 
Einstein's Commended 
Students are Alexandre 
Comas, Joanne Conel-
ley, Mary Claire Er-
skine, Tracey Gearhart, 
Georgia Handforth, 
Heather Hillis, Sarah 
Kronheim and Kaitlin 
McCully . 
 

Albert Einstein students 
made a distinguished 
showing in a countywide 
physics competition on 
Sat., Nov. 22, that had 
students construct-
ing devices such as  
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wind-powered vehicles and 
laboring over physics prob-
lems in timed events at 
Wootton High  
School.   A team of Titan 
students in grades 9 -- 12 
captured two second-place 
prizes and three third-place 
prizes at the Final Frontiers 
Competition in their best 
showing since Einstein be-
gan participating in the 
event four years ago. The 
students who participated 
were freshmen Marie 
Claire Alde, Lorena 
Gogin, Sam Keating, 
Samantha Ritchie, Nick 
Stevens, Danny Stouffer, 
Nadia Turner; sophomores 
Carlyle Craig and Tim 
Padilla; juniors David 
Amaya, Shaun Flynn and 
Nghi Doan Le; and seniors 
Cheong Chan, Joanne 
Connelley, Ben Eicher, 
Josh Zastrow and Dawit 
Zewdie.  �  
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1) Can you let us know the 
actual demographics iof 
who’s at risk of not gradu-
ating in June due to the 
HSA requirement?   How 
many seniors total? - 61 
   
2) [What is the] breakdown 
by demographics ?   
· African American – 12 
· Asian – 7 
· Hispanic – 37 
· White – 4 
  
3) What is the breakdown 
by test?  
· Biology -  49 
· Algebra - 37 
· English   - 46 
· NSL - 46 

 

4) Have all parents been 
notified of their child’s 
situation?  How were they 
notified? -  They will be 
notified by registered mail 
when we return from the 
winter break if they have 
not passed all of the HSA’s 
and after second quarter if 
they are in danger of not 
graduating for any other 
reason. We hope to move 
that notification earlier. 

 5) Which high school ad-
ministrator and/or teacher 
should they be talking to 
about each test?  
· Math - Ed Nolan 
· Biology - Damien 

DiCamillo 
· English - Jewel Sanders 
· NSL (National, State, 

and Local Government) 

- Fo Economides 
 

6) How many Einstein 
students are enrolled in 
the Bridge Program? [See 
SSA article page 7; the  
Bridge Plan is Option 3].  
Have all parents been told 
of the Bridge Pro-
gram?  Who should par-
ents contact to be enrolled 
in the Bridge Program if 
their child has failed a test 
twice? - Mildred Charley 
Green and Linda Jasper 
are the coordinators of the 
HSA’s and Bridge Pro-
jects. Not all students 
qualify for Bridge. Those 
who do  quality have be-
gun or will begin as early 
as over the winter break. 
 

7) Are all Bridge Project 
Modules in all subjects up 
and running at Ein-
stein?  How long does a 
specific module take? -  
They [the Modules] are 
very time consuming and 
challenging. We have 
identified 14 staff to moni-
tor each of the 61 students 
to make certain they are 
going to Intervention ses-
sions, working on a Bridge 
Project, if applicable, and 
are here on the next test 
date, which starts January 
12. [The first week back 
from break we plan “in 
school field trips” where 
HSA test takers will be 
pulled from classes for 
two hours at a time and 
worked with on what to 

expect on the tests. There 
are 13 teachers working in 
their subject areas with 
kids. 
  
8) How many kids have 
actually completed a 
bridge program project? -  
None as of yet. Once they 
have a Bridge Project ap-
proved they are not eligi-
ble for the 1602 total [the 
“Combined Score Option” 
- see HAS article]. We are 
encouraging kids to re-
test, but are also working 
with them on the Bridge. 
We offered three sessions 
over the winter break. All 
seniors who had not 
passed one or more HSA’s 
were invited. No one 
showed for any of the 
three sessions. 
 

9) What specific remedia-
tion programs are now 
actually in effect for sen-
iors? - In addition to the 
Bridge Program we have 
been offering lunch assis-
tance and an after school 
intervention class on 
Wednesdays. 
  
10) Do you have lists of 
tutors students can work 
with?  - Yes 
 
11) Are your other tutor-
ing options up and run-
ning yet?  - We do have 
African American, His-
panic, and Caucasian staff 
mentors who are working 

with student groups.  
 

12)  When will results 
from October HSA  tests 
be released for regular 
students?  When will re-
sults be in for Special 
Education stu-
dents?    When will the 
school have information 
so parents can call to 
check on it? - We have 
those results and will be 
contacting parents. I have 
done one on one meetings 
with 53 of the 61 students 
who still need to pass one 
or more of the tests. Each 
meeting lasted approxi-
mately 15 minutes and 
involved making certain 
the student understands 
the implication of not 
passing the HSA’s, avail-
ability of Bridge, next two 
testing dates and what 
interventions are available 
to them. 

13) How will parents be 
notified by the school of 
who’s still at risk? - Reg-
istered letters will go out 
tomorrow  [Tuesday, 
1/6/09]. 

14) When will the next 
testing be held? 
Answer: January 12-16.   
[Seniors can take HSAs 
April 20-23. All can take 
them May 18-21.  There 
are also make up dates. 
See http://hsaexam.org/
calendar.html for the full 
HSA testing calendar.]  �  
 
 

=����	�
���
���
�'�����������	
���	
7������1������=����	�
���
���
�'�����������	
���	
7������1������=����	�
���
���
�'�����������	
���	
7������1������=����	�
���
���
�'�����������	
���	
7������1������� ���
����

Questions by Mary Peterson, answers by Principal James Fernandez as of Jan. 5, 2009 
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The Maryland High 
School Assessments 
(HSA) are tests that meas-
ure school and individual 
student progress toward 
Maryland's High School 
Core Learning Goals in in 
English, Government, 
Algebra/Data Analysis, 
and Biology. Passing the 
HSA is a graduation re-
quirement beginning with 
the graduating class of 
2009.  

What is the Maryland 
testing requirement? 

In order for a student who 
entered the 9th grade in or 
after the 2005-06 school 
year to graduate from high 
school with a Maryland 
High School Diploma, he/
she must meet the a test-
ing requirement as well as 
meet the State course and 
credit  requirements, ser-
vice learning require-
ments, and local gradua-
tion requirements. (A 
summary of state gradua-
tion requirements is avail-
able on the Maryland 
State Department of Edu-
cation Web site at http://
www.marylandpublicscho
ols.org/MSDE/testing/hsa/ 

How can a student meet 
the testing requirement? 

There are three options to 
meeting the testing re-
quirement, as follows: 

 

1 Pass each of the four 
High School Assess-
ment (HSA) tests - lge-
bra/data analysis, Eng-
lish, biology, and gov-
ernment. (There are two 
potential substitutions:  
Advanced Placement 
(AP) or International 
Baccalaureate (IB) 
Tests - For students 
who have earned a 
score approved by the 
Maryland State Depart-
ment of Education 
(MSDE) on the HSA-
related AP or IB test 
OR Modified HAS, an 
alternative test for stu-
dents with disabilities 
who meet the specific 
participation criteria 
based on their IEP proc-
ess .) 

2 Combined-Score Op-
tion - A student would 
need to earn a combined 
total of 1602 points 
across the four exams to 
meet the testing require-
ment. This option al-
lows students to offset 
lower performance on 
one test with higher 
performance on another.  

3 Bridge Plan for Aca-
demic Validation - A 
student who has not 
passed an HSA after 
taking the test twice and 
who meets eligibility 
criteria, including lo-
cally-administered or 

approved assistance, can 
complete one or more 
project modules in the 
content area. The project 
modules will be submit-
ted to a local review 
panel and the local su-
perintendent for ap-
proval.  

[According to Maryland 
State information and an 
April 2008 letter from the 
County, students can be 
working on one or more of 
these three options at the 
same time.] 

What criteria will a stu-
dent have to meet to be 
eligible for the Bridge 
Plan for Academic Vali-
dation? 
 

A student who has not 
passed an HSA test after 
two attempts would be eli-
gible for the Bridge Plan if 
he/she: 
· participated in locally-

administered or ap-
proved assistance;  

· passed the HSA-related 
course;  

· is making satisfactory 
progress toward gradua-
tion.  

 

Are there alternative 
paths to meeting the test-
ing graduation require-
ment? 

Yes. The Maryland State 
Department of Education 
(MSDE) recognizes that 

Maryland has a diverse 
population of students with 
diverse needs. The Modi-
fied HSAs (Mod-HSAs) 
are being developed for a 
small portion of students 
with disabilities. The Mod-
HSAs are based on the 
same course content as the 
HSAs, but the question 
format may be altered. The 
Mod-HSAs will be given 
for the first time in May 
2008.  �  
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State of Maryland 
 
Main HSA sites: 
http://mdk12.org/
assessments/high_school/ 
and  http://
www.hsaexam.org/
index.html  
 
A Students’ Guide to 
the HSAs http://
mdk12.org/students/
index.html.   
 
Parents’ Guide to the 
HSAs and other assess-
ments http://mdk12.org/
parents/index.html 
 
Montgomery County  
 
MCPS HSA site 
http://
www.montgomeryschool
smd.org/curriculum/hsa/ 
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Recent data comparing 
SAT scores showed im-
provement from Decem-
ber 2007 to December 
2008.  AEHS total score 
averages increased from 
1492 to 1501 for Grade 
12 students, compared to 
MCPS averages that 
dropped from 1629 to 
1623. 
 

Overall, AEHS tied for 
17th out of the 25 schools, 
ranking ahead of other 
DCC schools, except for 

Blair, whose averages 
benefit from its magnet 
program, and Northwood, 
which had a lower per-
centage of students take 
the test.  AEHS also did 
better than non-DCC 
schools with comparable 
numbers of students eligi-
ble for Free and Reduced 
Meals, including 
Gaithersburg,  Spring-
brook, and Watkins Mill. 
 

Most of the improvement 
came in scores in the 
Math section.  Scores in 
the Reading and Writing  
sections went down 
slightly, but were in line 
with MCPS average de-
creases.   
 

One explanation was the 
percent of AEHS seniors 
taking the most recent 
SAT dropped slightly to 
51% from 52% a year 
ago, while the MCPS 
percent increased from 
66% to 71%. 

Principal Fernandez has 
said he supports efforts 
by counselors and parents 
to encourage students to 
consider the ACT test as 
an alternative and to defer 
taking the SAT test until 
they are prepared.   Also, 
the school has increased 
efforts to get students to 
use the Triumph program 
to prepare for the SAT 
exam. �  

Gordie Brenne 
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AEHS ranked 19th out of 
25 MCPS schools on AP 
exams taken last spring 
with passing scores (3 or 
higher).  Other DCC 
schools had lower pass 
rates except for Blair 
whose average is boosted 
by magnet program stu-
dents.  Schools with com-
parable “ever” Free and 
Reduced Meals scores 
(defined by the number of 
students who have ever 
held Free and Reduced 
Meals status), a measure of 
poverty, also ranked below 
AEHS. 
 

However, most AEHS AP 
courses had pass rates be-
low the MCPS average.  
The overall AEHS pass 
rate was 52%, compared to 
the MCPS average of 71%.  
Nonetheless, we met the 
School Improvement Plan 
goal of a 5% increase in 
pass rates in all but 3 
courses (English Literature, 
Biology, and Psychology). 
  
There were significant pass 
rate differences among 
student demographic 
groups.  White students 
averaged 70% vs. MCPS 
average of 76% (ranking 
12th out of 25 schools), 
while other students had 
significantly lower pass 
rates: African American 
(40% vs. MCPS average of 
46%); Asian (42% vs. 
MCPS average of 74%); 

and Hispanic (37% vs. 
MCPS average of 56%, 
ranking 24th among the 
25 schools).   
 

Enrollments were down 
in 10 of the 14 AP 
courses offered that are 
most popular within 
MCPS.  This is due in 
part to a 20% drop in the 
2008 Senior class size.  
Generally, lower enroll-
ments have led to in-
creased pass rates, consis-
tent with MCPS-wide 
experience.  As shown in 
the  AP analysis  table, 
nine courses had lower 
enrollments in 2008. �  
 

Gordie Brenne 
PTSA Vice President for 

School Improvement 
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PRACTICE EFFEC-
TIVE  

CITIZENSHIP 
����

· Make a resolution to 
address real community 
need through involve-
ment with pre approved 
organizations and op-
portunities. 

· Service learning activi-
ties may involve advo-
cacy action—including 
letter writing, public 
presentations, and in-
volvement in commu-
nity events.   Advocacy 
action, like all other 
SSL actions, must be 
supervised by represen-
tatives from nonprofit, 
tax exempt organiza-
tions. 

· All activities for which 
SSL hours are awarded 
must be secular (non-
religious) in nature.  
Service-learning activi-
ties sponsored by reli-
gious organizations 
must address real need 
beyond their member-
ship in the broader 
community. 

 

All SSL activities must be 
documented using MCPS 
Form 560-51, Student 
Service Learning Activity 
Verification.  Follow the 
timelines!!!  
 

Einstein’s SSL coordina-
tor is Ms. Scollick.  �  
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Albert Einstein's Career 
Center is a resource room 
for college and career 
planning. It is located in 
the main hall next to the 
Guidance Office.  It is 
available to students, 
staff, parents and the Ein-
stein community, and is 
managed by Ms. DeOto, 
the College/Career Infor-
mation Coordinator.  The 
Career Center is open all 
year to meet the needs of 
the school community.  It 
is also open some eve-
nings by appointment. 
 

The Career Center con-
tains extensive informa-
tion on colleges, technical 
schools, financial aid, 
military and job opportu-
nities. It offers informa-
tion on College testing 
programs including SAT 
I, SAT II, PSAT, TOEFL 
and ACT. To aid in a stu-
dent's college choice and 
career selection, there is a 
comprehensive collection 
of college catalogs, as 
well as a wide variety of 
computer applications. 
Information is also avail-
able on apprenticeship 
and internship programs.   
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Compiled by Gordie Brenne- 1/13/09 

   AEHS     AEHS     MCPS 
   Enrollment    Pass Rate    Pass Rate 
Course  2006 2007 2008 2006 2007 2008 2008  Comments 

 Gov & Pol 69  63  76  52% 58% 60% 70%  Good  

 US History 36  51  39  74% 55% 54% 68%  Good 

 World Hist 49  41  38  30% 43% 53% 68%  Enrollment  
                  down, rate up 

 Spanish 69  na  40  93% 70% 96% 82%  Outstanding 

 Calculus AB  
   0  39  30   -   17% 25%    67%  Met 5% pass 
                  rate, increase 
                  goal   
 Calculus BC 
   34  41  18  58% 27%  67% 81%  Enrollment  
                  down, rate up 
  
Statistics 72  67  48  31% 24% 29%  64%  Met 5% pass 
                  rate, increase 
                  goal 

 Eng Lit  47  67  36  45% 48% 35% 67%  Problem 

 Eng Lang 67  33  50  31% 66% 61% 73%  Enrollment  
                  up,  rate down 

 Biology 5  30  17  60% 57% 31% 69%  Problem 

 Env Sci  93  82  88  46% 23% 46% 59%  Enrollment  
                  up,  rate up 

 Chemistry 14  19  5  25% 21% 100%  80%  Only 2 tests  
                  taken    
Psychology  
   -  67  63  -  62% 47% 72%  Problem 
 
 Physics  22  15  22  na  56% 78%  na   Outstanding 

 ———————————- 
 Sources: MCPS 2008 Placement Exam Results, Clare Von Secker, 11/08 
   MCPS 2002-2007 AP Participation and Pass Rate Analysis, Clare Von Secker, 7/07 
   AHES compilation of AP/IB/Cambridge Participation- 7/14/08 
 

Problem: Pass rates dropped significantly    



�
� *�����(�*�����

 

 

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 

Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Address _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Telephone _____________________________________ 

Please Select One: 

___ I will be picking up my order  on Saturday, March 21th between 8am and 1pm at AEHS 

    # of Bags _________ X  $3.75 = $ _________________ 

___I live within a 5-mile radius of Einstein and would like curbside delivery on my order of 15+ bags 

    # of Bags  ________ X  $4.25 = $__________________  

 
When:   Saturday, March 21th (March 28th snow date) 

8:00 am - 1:00 pm (Mulch not delivered on Saturday will 
  be delivered on Sunday) 
 
What:  Shredded Hardwood Mulch ~ 2 Cubic Foot Bags ~  

15+ bags for curbside delivery (available for orders within a 5 mile 
radius of Einstein)  

 
To Order :  Please mail your check (payable to “AEHS Booster Club”) with form   

     below to: 
AEHS Booster Club  
3102 Homewood Parkway 
Kensington, MD 20895 

 

ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BY March 14 & PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY YOUR ORDER! 

For more information, or to volunteer your team and  truck to help with deliveries to earn .75 
cent per bag credit for your team account, or volun teer your team to generate new orders to 
earn  .25 cents per bag credit for your team accoun t contact Thomas Giblin 301-946-2270, 
ktplus4@verizon.net  .    

ALBERT EINSTEIN HIGH SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB 

        EIN 06-1648544 
  11135 Newport Mill Road 

Kensington, MD 20895 
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To broaden access to post-
secondary education in a 
difficult economy, the 
AEHS Boosters are offer-
ing six $1,000 scholarships 
for senior student athletes 
in 2009. Scholar-
ships will be 
awarded to three 
female and three 
male students. 
 

This is our 7th year 
of recognizing ath-
letic partici-
pants who demonstrate 
outstanding qualities of 
leadership, dedication, 
sportsmanship and aca-
demic commitment. The 
Boosters have bene-
fited from Einstein's grow-
ing school spirit, and we're 
pleased to provide this en-
hanced opportunity to 
our students. 
 

Applications for the 2009 
scholarships will soon be 
available from the athletic 
director, Brady Blade, 
coaches, Career Center and 
the school website. The 
deadline for completed 
applications will be Tues., 
March 31. 
 

In the meantime, here are a 
few reminders about 
Booster scholarships: 
· Applicants must have a 

minimum cumulative 
unweighted GPA of 2.5 
on a 4.0 scale. 

· Parents/Guardians of 
applicants must be 
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Booster members. 
Memberships are avail-
able for as little as $10. 

·  Students may qualify 
for a scholarship regard-
less of financial circum-

stances. 
· Scholarships 
are open to 
players, team 
managers, 
trainers, or 
statisticians 
who have par-

ticipated on a varsity 
athletic team or spirit 
team for at least two 
years at Einstein. 

· The scholarship can be 
used for post-secondary 
education at technical 
schools, vocational 
schools, colleges and 
universities. 

     
After applications are re-
viewed, semifinalists un-
dergo a personal interview. 
Finalists will be an-
nounced in May at the 
Senior Recognition cere-
mony. 
 

For more information, 
contact the Booster Schol-
arship Chair, Lily Pratt, at 
(301) 908-2641 (c), (301) 
649-4931 (h) or at 
Lily_I_Pratt@mcpsmd.org 
 

 Susan DeFord,  
Booster president 
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MULCH MULCH 
MULCH.  Spring is 
around corner and it is 
time to start thinking 
about your garden.  The 
Booster Club is here to 
help with its annual 
mulch sale which will be 
held on Saturday, March 
21.  Proceeds go to sup-
port the Einstein athletic 
program and teams.   

 

 

 

The Booster Club will 
provide home delivery 
of the 2 cubic foot bags 
of mulch for a minimum 
order as well as provide 
for pick-up at the 
school.  Check out the 
Booster Club page under 
"Parents" on the school 
website for additional 
information and order 
forms, or contact Tho-
mas Giblin at 
ktplus4@verizon.net. �  
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Clean off your coffee ta-
ble and weed out your 
bookshelves to support 
student literacy! Dona-
tions of reading material 
for the “Einstein Reads” 
program are being solic-
ited. Requested materials 
include recent magazines 
(within the last year or 
two) and books, either 
hardback or paperback. 
Titles should be appropri-
ate for high school stu-
dents’ varied interests and 
reading levels.  
 

Materials will be made 
available for students to 
read, keep for their own 
libraries, or share with 
others. Books and maga-
zines should be in bags or 
boxes clearly marked 
“Einstein Reads” and will 
be accepted in the front 
office or room 217C. We 
are also looking for maga-
zine racks or shelves to 
display the donations. 
Thanks in advance for 
your support. �  
 

 Bruce Parce – AEHS 
Staff  
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Attendance Policy 
 

The parent or guardian 
should call the Atten-
dance Office by 8:00 
a.m. to report the ab-
sence.  If you miss 
school, you must bring a 
note from your parent or 
guardian within three 
school days after you 
return to school.  If you 
miss more than 3 days of 
school, you must bring in 
a note from your doctor. 
You must turn in the note 
before school, during 
lunch, or after school. 
You may miss school for 
the following reasons 
only: 
· Illness 
· Death in your imme-
diate family 
· Court summons 
· Religious holiday 
· State emergency 
· Hazardous weather 
conditions (the superin-
tendent decides whether 
the weather is hazardous) 
· Lack of authorized 
transportation (e.g., the 
school bus did not show 
up) 
· Permission from 
your principal 
· Suspension 
 

NOTE: Family vaca-
tions are not excused. 
Absences are the num-
ber one reason for loss 
of credit in all classes. 
 
 
 

Counseling Services     
(301-929-2220) 
  

· Request for home-
work for long-term ab-
sence (more than 3 
days) 
· Group conference 
with teachers 
· Overall academic 
progress of student 
· Concern about so-
cial or personal adjust-
ment 
· Schedule conflict 
or change 
· Information all 
teachers should know 
about student 
· Family problems 
affecting student’s 
overall adjustment 
· Information about 
English for Speakers of 
Other Languages 
(ESOL) 
· College and career 
planning 
· Night school/ sum-
mer school 
 

Secretary 
Ms. Rebecca Pérez  
 

Counselors  
Ms. Lori Leister  
 - A and Z 
Ms. Karen Karma 
 - B-FI 
Ms. Erline Vaughan      
 - FL-LA 
Ms. Melissa Keller 
 - LE-MI 
Ms. Stephanie Waller
 - MO-SAM  
Mr. Joseph Monte 
 - SAN-Z 
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Ms. Patricia Azcuña 
 - ESOL, METS, 
 Trans students 
 

Loss of Credit 
If you have five unex-
cused absences in class, 
you will lose credit for 
that class.  Please note 
that three unexcused tar-
dies equals one unex-
cused absence. In addi-
tion, you will receive a 
failing grade for the se-
mester.  For the marking 
period you lose credit, a 
failing grade will be used 
in calculating your grade 
point average.  If you 
lose credit in a class 
your parents will get a 
letter of notification that 
explains that  you may 
petition the teacher to 
restore credit.  Your 
counselor can help you 
do this. 
 
Credit/No Credit 
A student may ask to take 
a course on a “credit/no 
credit” basis because of a 
heavy academic load, a 
desire to explore a new 
subject area, or poor per-
formance in a subject 
area.  This decision must 
be made during the first 
25 days of the course.  
Students must consult 
with the counselor and 
the parent must consent.  
Only courses not specifi-
cally required by the state 
for graduation may be 
taken for credit/no credit.  

A student may have 
one credit/no credit 
course in grades 9 and 
10.  The student may 
have two credit/no 
credit options in grades 
11 and 12.  Be aware 
that some colleges as-
sume that a credit is a 
”C” grade.    

Dropping a Course/ 
Schedule Changes 
After final registration 
in March, dropping a 
course or changing the 
schedule requires the 
parent to contact the 
counselor to discuss 
the change.  Changes 
will be made only for 
educationally sound 
reasons.  Some possi-
ble reasons for changes 
include passing a 
course in summer 
school, failing a pre-
requisite course, or not 
maintaining the re-
quired grade (at least a 
“B”) in an honors 
course.  Any student 
who drops a course 
after the twenty-fifth 
day will receive the 
grade earned at the 
time of the drop.  
 

——————— 
 
The full  2008-2009 
AEHS Parent Hand-
book is on the Web at 
http://www.montgome
ryschoolsmd.org/scho
ols/einsteinhs/parents/ 
 
    



���������	

��������������
�

 

�������� ��	
���	
�	�����	

�������� ��	
���	
�	�����	

�������� ��	
���	
�	�����	

�������� ��	
���	
�	�����	

B BBB!�����9!�����9!�����9!�����9� ���

The Fifth Annual Taste of 
Einstein will be held on 
Friday, March 6, 2009, 
in the Einstein cafeteria 
from 6 – 9 pm. 
 

This event for Einstein 
students and their families 
will celebrate what is best 
about Einstein - 
our diversity.  We 
sample foods 
from around the 
world that repre-
sent the many 
different countries and 
cultures that make up the 
Einstein community.  
And, we showcase the 
great energy and talent of 
our students.   

Last year, over 500 stu-
dents, parents and staff  
came to eat together and  
enjoy the dynamic per-
formances of student 
groups, including LASU, 
the Asian Club, the Ethio-
pian/Eritrean Club, the 

STEP team, the Jazz 
Band, and many oth-
ers.   
 

We are asking your 
help in making this 
event a success. Here 

are some of the tasks we 
need assistance with: 

· Greeting people 
· Hosting tables 
· Setting and cleaning up  

· Food solicitation and 
coordination 

· Entertainment coordina-
tion  

We are also looking for stu-
dents and family mem- 
bers who are interested in 
performing. All ideas are 
welcome! 
 

Please volunteer even if you 
only have a small amount of 
time to give. 
 

Please contact us at:  
debrajbrody@earthlink.net, 
301-585-7276 
cyn-
thia.schnedar@mac.com, 
301-588-7869. �  
 

 

 Einstein staff will show-
case their visual and per-
forming art talents at the 
Faculty Recital and Ex-
hibition , February 19 at 7 
pm in the Small Theater. .  
Those giving vocal or 
instrumental perform-
ances come from not only 
the Visual and Performing 
Arts Academy (VAPA) 
but also from the ESOL, 
English, and Math depart-
ments, and the Main Of-
fice.  Visual exhibits from 
the VAPA faculty in pho-
tography, painting, print-
making and three-
dimensional art will also 
be on display. 

  

Another not-to \-be-
missed performance is the      
 

 16th annual Community 
Swing Dance sponsored 
by the AEHS Jazz Band 
and PACE. on Saturday, 
March 14 from 7:00-10:00 
pm.  Ms. Joan Rackey, 
AEHS Jazz Band Coordi-
nator, reflected that “we 
used to play 40 minutes of 
live music and then we 
had to 
switch to 
recorded 
music.  
Now the 
Honors 
Jazz Band 
and the 
Junior Jazz Band can fill 
the entire time with live 
music.  We also invite 
alumni musicians and vo-
calists to join in.”  The day 
of the Swing Dance, 

PACE volunteers trans-
form the school lunch-
room into a jazz club with 
twinkle lights, table cov-
erings, and candles. 
 Participants bring appe-
tizers and desserts for 
snacking throughout a 
night of dancing.  “I am 
surprised how many older 

residents and even 
little kids come to this 
event and share the 
dance floor with Ein-
stein students,” said 
Ms. Rackey. 
  

Tickets will go on 
sale in late Febru-
ary.  Contact Sue Ed-
wards, PACE President, at 
301-758-7876 
(ssedwards@starpower.ne
t) to volunteer to help. �  
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The county offers these 
free sessions all year.  To 
register and see the entire 
schedule, go to  
http://www.montgomerys
choolsmd.org/departments
/parentacademy/ 
Here are some upcoming 
sessions; all run 7-8:30 
pm:  
· Feb. 5, Understanding 

the Student Service 
Learning (SSL) Re-
quirement Julius West 
MS, 651 Great Falls 
Road, Rockville, MD  

· Feb. 9, Parenting Pre-
teens and Teens, Sligo 
MS,1401 Dennis Ave-
nue, Silver Spring, MD  

· Feb. 11, CyberSafety: 
Keeping Children 
Safe on the Internet 
(English/Spanish), 
Eastern MS, 300 Uni-
versity Boulevard, East 
Silver Spring, MD  

· Feb. 19, 7:00-8:30pm, 
Seguridad Comuni-
taria y Prevención de 
Pandillas,Community 
Safety and Gang 
Awareness (Spanish 
ONLY) Gaithersburg 
HS, 314 South Freder-
ick Avenue, Gaithers-
burg, MD  

Feb. 19,  El SAT® - 
¿Qué Significa Para los 
Estudiantes? The SAT® - 
What Does It Mean For 
Students? (Spanish 
ONLY), Wheaton HS, 
12601 Dalewood Drive, 
Silver Spring, MD �  
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Prior to the holiday break, 
the school staff collected 
money for needy students. 
A notice about this collec-
tion was on the PTSA 
listserv and in this news-
letter and some families 
contributed. AEHS princi-
pal Jim Fernandez sent a 
note to the staff and 
PTSA: “We donated over 
$3,300.00 to our needy 
kids and their families. 
Several members of the 
community joined us in 
this effort. We purchased 
Giant and Target gift 
cards for families to use. 
Thank you very much for 
being so considerate and 
generous.” �  
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Do you have a New Year's Resolution to do some-
thing about the house?  Then try these professionals, 
and let them know you saw their ad in our AEHS 
student directory! 

Merrick Design/Build 
Franklin Plumbing 
Galaxy Painting 
American Self Storage 
JD Grewell Home Inspectors 
Bennett, Frank, McCarthy Architects 
Mary Wormley, with Long & Foster 

The PTSA has awarded 
mini-grants to several 
worthy projects proposed 
by Einstein's hardworking 
staff.  
  

Mrs. Graham, the Liter-
acy Coach, received a 
$200 grant for her three 
Poetry Slam events and 
the rewards for the SAT 
Word of the Day contest 
and another $200 grant for 
her Reading Program 
which takes Einstein ath-
letes to elementary schools 
to read to and with stu-
dents. 
  

Ellen Daniels of the 
ESOL staff was awarded 
$200 to take students to 
the AFI for a movie 
screening and meeting 
with the film’s director.  
The film, about 3 Latinas 
working in the sweatshops 
of Los Angeles' garment 
district, is based on a book 
the students will read be-
forehand. 
  

Delmer Padget, Visual 
and Performing Arts 
Academy Coordinator, 
was awarded $200 to hire 
a special coach with ex-
pertise in Celtic music to 
prepare the Honor Cham-
ber Singers for a New 
York City competition in 
April.  

  

Science teacher Bruce 
Parce has been awarded 
$300 for a novel project -- 
Einstein Reads!  This pro-
gram will gather donated 

books and magazines and 
place them on display 
racks throughout the 
school.  Students will be 
encouraged to borrow or 
take the materials.  This is 
a project that the PTSA 
can further support -- any-
one with display racks or 
books to donate can con-
tact Mr. Parce 
(Bruce_A_Parce@mcpsm
d.org).  Mr. Fernandez is 
excited about this idea, 
and so is the PTSA. (See 
the notice on page 11.) 
  
We have two other grants 
that may be awarded -- 
including one to Mr. 
Smeallie, to improve the 
sound system for the thea-
tre – so stay tuned!! �  
 

Carla Kish 
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In order to raise suffi-
cient funds to cover the 
cost of the After Prom 
Party for the Class of 
2010, the PTSA will 
once again open the Gift 
Wrap Concession Booth 
at Westfield's Wheaton 
Plaza Mall 
for Valentine's Day, 
from February 10 
through Valentine's Day, 
February 14,  2009.   

 

We need your help to 
staff the booth from 
10AM-9:30 pm each of 
those  five days, except 
for Valentine's, when 
we'll close at 6 pm so we 
can celebrate  the holi-
day too.  Student volun-
teers may earn SSL 
hours staffing the booth 
by contacting our  Stu-
dent Volunteer Coordi-
nator, Wanda Watson at 
Wanda_F_Watson@mc
psmd.org or 240-460-
6874.  Adult  volunteers, 
especially Junior parents 
-- this is for your kids!  
Please contact Christine 
Grewell at Cilly-
Goose@aol.com or 301-
529-0841. �  
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At this virtual gathering place, you can trade tips about tutors, remind 
each other about upcoming events and deadlines, and clarify Einstein 
rumors. Einstein staff members join in, too, letting you know about 
important programs, services, and activities. To join, send an e-mail to 
einsteinhs-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

�����;�����	
�

You’ll receive only e-mail announcements from the school and parent 
groups on this list. Members cannot reply to or post messages unless 
they are authorized “posters” for a particular group. To join, send a 
blank email message to aehs_bulletin-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. �  
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President: Molly Jackman 

Editors: : Connie Raab, Debbie Ferrin,  
Nancy Hanlon, Emily Ellenbogen 

 
aehsnews@yahoo.com 

Deadline for the March/April issue is  
February 11.   

The largest project the 
Einstein PTSA sponsors 
each year is After Prom.  
This event is a supervised 
drug- and alcohol-free 
party taking place at Ein-
stein H.S. following the 
Senior Prom  on May 8.  
It provides a safe environ-
ment for our high school 
students, complete with 
fun-filled activities and 
food.  It is an alternative 
to private parties where 
dangerous activities such 
as drinking, taking drugs, 
or driving under the influ-
ence may take place.  Af-
ter Prom is free to all 
seniors and their guests, 
even if they don’t attend 
the formal prom. 
 

In order for the 2009 Af-
ter Prom to be a success, 
the entire community is 
needed—parents, teach-
ers, and businesses.  If 
you help with any school 
activity this year, After 
Prom should be it!  By 
volunteering you’ll have a 
chance to have great fun, 
meet members of the Ein-
stein community, and, 
most of all, help create a 
moment for our seniors to 
savor that will remain 

with them for many years.  
The celebration is packed 
with total fun—without 
school pressures.  After 
Prom is an opportunity for 
our seniors to be kids in a 
safe place, one last time. 
 

Come learn more about 
After Prom Tuesday, Feb. 
24 at 7:30PM in the AEHS 
cafeteria.  Volunteers are 
needed to help with deco-
rations, prizes, food, secu-
rity, and games.  Whether 
you are a senior parent or 
not, please help with this 
year’s celebration and en-
sure that After Prom will 
continue to happen when 
your student is a senior.   
 

Contact Jennifer Tripodi at 
marontri@yahoo.com or 
call 301-592-0329 to vol-
unteer. �  
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Baja Fresh has a “BIG 
HEART” for Albert Ein-
stein High School.  During 
the month of February 
(Feb. 2nd – 27th), Baja 
Fresh will donate at least 
20% of all Einstein sales 
to the school.   
 

Patrons at Baja Fresh can 
order Monday through 
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Friday, 10:30 a.m. – 
9:30 p.m.  Dine in, 
carry out, or buy gift 
cards for your loved 
ones and say you’re 
from Einstein High 
School and the money 
will be given back to 
the school!!! 
 

Thank you for your sup-
port, and we’ll see you 
at Baja Fresh through-
out the month of Febru-
ary. �  
 

 Brian Thomas, AEHS 
Assistant Principal 
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February 

8 College Goal Sunday, 1-4 pm, Mont-
gomery College-Takoma Park/Silver 
Spring Campus 

16 No school, President’s Day 

17 PTSA 7 pm,  cafeteria 

18 United Negro College Fund-MCPS 
College Night, February 18, 6-8 pm 

19 Faculty recital and exhibition, 7 pm, 
Small Theatre 

23 PACE mtg, 7:30 pm, room 130 

24 IB Music and Art Show, 7:00 pm 

  
27 Early release day 

3 Report cards distributed 

March 

4 Interims mailed 

14 Swing Dance Concert, 7-11 pm, cafeteria 
Mulch orders are due 
  

18 PTSA 7 pm, cafeteria 

20  Spring Musical & Photo Show, 7-10 pm, 
auditorium & art gallery 

23 PACE mtg, 7:30 pm, room 130 

27-28 Spring Musical & Photo Show, 7-10 pm, 
auditorium & art gallery 

30 No school, professional day for teachers 

6 Taste of Einstein, 6:30 pm 

21 Spring Musical & Photo Show, 7-10 pm, 
auditorium & art gallery 

April  

4-13 No school, spring break 

16 Report cards distributed 

16 Academy Night, 7-9:30 pm, audito-
rium 

17 English practice HSA, 7:30-10:30 am, 
cafeteria/media center 

21 PTSA 7 pm 

22 Algebra practice HSA, 7:30-10:30 am, 
cafeteria/media ctr 

24 Dance concert, 7-9p m, auditorium 

27 PACE Meeting, Room 130, 7:30-9 pm 

28 VAPA band concert, 7-9 p m, audito-
rium 

29 Senior interims mailed 

30 Choral & Art Exhibit, 7-9:30 pm, 
auditorium 


