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Many thanks to Cindy 
Frank, Sambia Shivers-
Barclay, and J.J. Turner 
for their hours of labor on 
another successful Col-
lege Fair. 
 

By all accounts, attendees
--students, parents, staff, 
and college reps--were 
very happy with the eve-
ning. While the atten-
dance was a bit lower than 
last year, this allowed 
more in-depth conversa-
tions between reps and 
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students. And isn't that the 
point of a College Fair? 

 

Press coverage was out in 
force: the Gazette, Wash-
ington Post, and MCPS 
Video/TV covered the Fair 
and interviewed folks 
throughout the evening. 

 

Thanks also to all who 
donated food to feed the 
college representatives. 
We kept up the tradition of 
"Best Food for Dinner" as 
voted by the reps them-

selves! 
 

The entire College Fair 
volunteer team worked 
hard at planning, organiz-
ing and executing College 
Fair 2008. Your efforts 
and results are much ap-
preciated by the PTSA 
and the entire Einstein 
community! �  
 

Molly Jackman 
PTSA President 
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Last month our PTSA 
vice president for school 
improvement, Gordie 
Brenne, ran a survey (p. 
10) and he and others 
made a plea for parents 
and students to testify on 
key issues affecting our 
school, our cluster, and 
the Down county Consor-
tium.  People came 
through!  
 

First we held a special 
PTSA meeting October 1 
to discuss the issues with 
BOE member and Ein-
stein parent Chris Bar-
clay. At the wide-ranging 
discussion with Einstein 

These included: 
· A panel of students, 

some from AEHS, who 
spoke in Spanish about 
support for programs 
for at-risk youth, for the 
counseling department, 
and for continued out-
reach to parents. 

· A trio of students who 
advocated for environ-
mental responsibility. 

· Hispanic parent Alex 
Colina who said parent 
involvement was s 
strong predictor of aca-
demic success and 
spoke about closing the 

 

Continued page 10 

parents and students, he 
pointed out that this is not 
the year to ask for more 
and special programs.  He 
said the Board really needs 
to hear what programs are 
working.  He assured us 
that the BOE would listen 
to us at their public forum 
October 16th. 
 

And listen they did ! The 
forum was held at Einstein 
to hear from people from 
all parts of the county.  
With six Board members 
sitting before a crowd of 
150, one in four speakers 
had Einstein connections.  
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Parents of seniors should plan 
to attend this event. Find out 
about the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
and get your questions answers  
about how to find money for 
college. FAFSA forms will be 
available. The completed 
FAFSA should be submitted 
between January 1 and March 
1, 2009. 
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Faculty Leader, Student 
Mentor, and Award 
Winning Webmaster:  
The Many Ways Paula 
Peró Communicates 
 

Communicating is at the 
heart of just about every-
thing Paula Peró does at 
Einstein, whether it’s 
teaching her students to 
communicate in Span-
ish; communicating with 
faculty and administra-
tors as head of the lan-
guage department; or 
maintaining online com-
munications as the Ein-
stein Webmaster, in 
which role she garnered 
the MCPS “Best of the 
Web” award for 2008.  
She also advises the 
Latin American Students 
United (LASU) club, 
and communicates about 
Latin American culture 
to the broader commu-
nity.  (For more about 
LASU see page 3.) 

 

Now in her 9th year 
here, with degrees from 
the University of Mary-
land, College Park, and 
The Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, the Fairfax, VA, 
native is one of the most 
active and effective 
members of the staff.  
Recently  Peró took time 
out of her busy schedule 
to communicate with the 
Quantum Quest. 
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Where did you grow up? 
When I was 3 years old I 
moved with my mom and 
dad from Virginia to Ar-
gentina.  Every summer I 
went to Colombia to spend 
time with my mom’s fam-
ily.  When I was 12 my 
family came back to the 
Washington D.C. area and 
I haven’t moved since.  I 
still go back to Colombia 
and Argentina as much as I 
can because I miss my 
family. 

 

Besides running the Lan-
guage Department, 
teaching, and LASU, 
what other activities are 
you involved in at 
AEHS?   
In the past 9 years I have 
done many things around 
here.  I taught conversa-
tional English and com-
puter skills to parents 
every Saturday. I used to 
sponsor the Jaime Esca-
lante Latino Honor Society 
but last year Ms. de Leon 
took over the group. I 
oversee the Grade Book 
advisors and make sure 
staff know the procedures 
for interims, quarter 
grades, etc.  I train staff 
members and students in 
the appropriate use of 
technology and different 
applications. 
 

I have also been involved 
with the Einstein Web site 
for the last 7 years, and 
since last year I have been 

training staff members so 
they can maintain different 
sections of the Web site.  
With everyone’s support I 
am happy that we received 
the “Best of the Web 
Award” for having the best 
high school Web site in the 
County.  I will continue to 
help out with the Web site 
but Ms. Dorothy D’As-
canio, our new media spe-
cialist, will be taking over 
starting in November.  In 
addition to maintain the 
school Web site I have also 
been the webmaster for the 
MCPS Foreign Language 
We,b site for the last 4 
years. 
 

How do you find time to 
do everything? 
There isn’t enough time to 
do everything all the time, 
but constant re-prioritizing 
allows me to address most 
of the things I need to do.  
Often you will also find me 
here late at night and week-
ends working.  I am also 
learning to delegate and 
give others new opportuni-
ties.  It also helps to have an 
amazing husband who sup-
ports me. 
 

Who is your favorite mu-
sical performer or group? 
My iPod is filled with Co-
lombian artists:  Shakira, 
Juanes, Fanny Lu, Fonseca, 
Carlos Vives, Celedon.  
They are  all upbeat and fun 
to dance to. 

 

 

Do you have a hobby or 
hobbies? 
One of my favorite 
things to do is to play 
racquetball.  I also like to 
go out dancing and to 
travel.  If I am at home 
or with friends I like to 
watch Maryland Terps 
football and basketball or 
watch the US, Colom-
bian and Argentine soc-
cer teams play. 

 

Is there anything about 
you that your students 
would be surprised to 
know? 
In high school I played 
field hockey and was on 
the crew team.  I also 
love board games and I 
love to play black jack. �  
�
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LASU has been around for 
over 10 years; I have been 
the sponsor for the last 
nine years.  LASU is both 
a social/cultural outlet and 
a resource for Einstein 
students. We promote 
Latin American culture 
awareness and participate 
in many activities through-
out the year, such as 
dances, family dinners, 
academic rewards, guest 
speakers, food tasting, 
culture sharing sessions, 
the blood drive, confer-
ences, college visits, and 
much more.  

 

I always think of LASU as 
more than just a club.  We 
call it “Familia” (family).  
Most people might associ-
ate LASU with just danc-
ing because that is one of 

the main activities we do 
to share our culture.  Most 
also might think we only 
go to competitions, but we 
have performed for many 
community events in the 
DC area in addition to our 
school performances.  
Some of the most memo-
rable events include per-
formances at the US De-
partment of Education, the 
International Monetary 
Fund, the Latino Youth 
Center Gala, IMPACT 
Silver Spring’s Awards 
Ceremony, the Downtown 
Silver Spring Summer 
Series, the Takoma Park 
Fourth of July Parade, 
MCPS ESOL Awards, and 
even a Wizards Game.  

 

This summer, we were the 
only high school team   
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that appeared at the Inter-
national Washington, DC, 
Salsa Congress, held in 
August in Arlington, VA.  
That was especially excit-
ing because the group 
also had the opportunity 
to assist workshops led 
by some of the best pro-
fessional dancers in the 
world.   We practiced for 
over 150 hours this sum-
mer to get ready and the 
performance was a suc-
cess.  Some upcoming 
performances in Novem-
ber are the DCC Open 
House, George B. Tho-
mas Saturday School at 
Einstein, and Howard 
High School in Howard 
County. �  
 

Paula Peró 

Einstein dancers domi-
nated in the 9th Annual 
Latin Dance Competition, 
against teams from Mont-
gomery County high 
schools and from Virginia 
on Fri., Oct. 17. 

 
 

The competition, held in 
Einstein's auditorium, 
drew a sold-out audience 
of 900 and dancers from 
Blair, Clarksburg, Gaith-
ersburg, Seneca Valley, 
and Watkins Mill high 
schools in Montgomery 
and from Dominion High 
School in Sterling, VA. 

 

Titan seniors Karen Car-
bajal and Cristian  
Panameño took first   
 

place in the salsa couples 
competition.  Senior Ana 
Coello, partnered with 
Panameno, took first place 
in the Bachata event.  

 

Titan dance couples also 
claimed first place in the 
Best In Show category. Ein-
stein alumni Ixandra 
Molina and Kevin Cabal-
lero tied for second place 
with Watkins Mill in the 
alumni dancers division. 

 

Judges for the competition 
included Barbara Bernstein, 
Hector Chavez, Carlos Ul-
loa, and Steve Zaloga. 

 

The dance team sponsored 
by Einstein's Latin Ameri-
can Students United club is  

considered the best in 
Montgomery, having won 
first place in numerous 
competitions over the last 
nine years. The Titan 
team also performs at 
community events in the 
greater Washington re-
gion. 
 

Felicitaciones!!  �  
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Einstein High School is 
holding its second Study 
Circle on Wednesday, 
November 19th, during 
the school day.  We are 
looking for parents who 
would like to participate. 
Anyone who might be 
interested, please contact 
Mary Peterson at mihey-
wood@comcast.net or 
Virgie Barnes at 
nikonay@msn.com.   

 

The Study Circle will be 
a one-day event at Cross-
way Community Center 
(near Einstein) and will 
be held during the school 
day, from approximately 
7:45 to 2:00 pm.   

 

About 15 parents, 
teacher/administrators, 
and students will take 
part in the event to dis-
cuss ethnicity and racial 
issues and how they af-
fect the education of our 
students. We are looking 
for a racially diverse mix-
ture of parents to partici-
pate. The Study Circle 
will be facilitated by John 
Landesman of MCPS' 
Division of Family & 
Community Partnerships.  
 
We look forward to hear-
ing from any parents who 
are interested.  � �
��
                 Mary Peterson 

2008 9th Annual Latin 
Dance Competition was 
a Success: 

 

1st Place- Best In Show 
1st Place- Bachata 
1st Place- Salsa 
2nd Place- Alumni 
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The entire Einstein community 
is invited to a performance of 
Einstein STAGE’s next offering 
– the poignant drama FLOW-
ERS FOR ALGERNON.  The 
play will be seen for four per-
formances only – November 6, 
8, 14 and 15 at 7:00 pm in the 
auditorium (please note the new 
earlier start time!) 

  

FLOWERS  FOR ALGERNON 
is a play by David Rogers based 
on the classic novel by Daniel 
Keyes – a novel that to this day 
remains a staple of English 
classes around the country.  It 
tells the story of Charlie Gordon 
(junior Awate Serequeberhan), 
a 32-year old man with mild 
mental retardation who becomes 
the subject of an experimental 
surgery to increase his intelli-
gence.  Algernon is the lab 
mouse whose progress mirrors 
that of Charlie.  Charlie’s pro-
gress is so rapid that he soon 
surpasses the mental capacity of 
his teacher (senior Madeleine 
Grewell as Alice) and his doc-
tors (seniors Malika Cherifi as 
Dr. Strauss and Joseph Hood as 
Professor Nemur).  Other cast 
members include Tracey 
Gearhart, Milton Garcia, Katy 
Wellington and Rory Beckett as 
members of Charlie’s family.  
Aaron Fellows plays lab techni-
cian Burt, and Peggy Naugle is 
Mrs. Donner, the owner of the 
bakery where Charlie works.  
Others in the cast are Elizabeth 
Ebron, Emma Sheffer, Miguel 
Resendiz, Giovanni Bellafiore, 
Mishian Lehmann, Alexandra 
Martinez-O’Reilly, Reshma 

Tickets are $10.00 for 
adults and only $5.00 for 
students and children 
(appropriate for upper 
elementary on up) and 
will be available at the 
door. 

Crawford, and Phuc Ngo. 

  

FLOWERS FOR AL-
GERNON is a story that 
will stay with you long 
after the lights come up at 
the end of the show.  You 
will not want to miss it!!  
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For more information 
please contact us at ein-
steinstage@comcast.net, or 
Alger-
non.einstein@comcast.net 
  
                  Peter Smeallie    
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A group of Einstein sen-
iors recently has received 
scholarship offers and 
recognition 
for achievement in com-
petitive state and national 
scholarship programs. 

 

The seniors' recognition 
from the National Merit 
Scholarship Program, the 
National Achievement 
Scholarship Program, and 
Maryland Distinguished 
Scholars Program came 
from individual auditions 
and from their perform-
ance on the PSAT their 
junior year. 
 

Three students enrolled in 
Einstein's Visual and Per-
forming Arts Academy 
can receive scholarships 
worth up to $12,000 to 
attend a Maryland college 
or university under the 
state's Distinguished 
Scholars program. They 
are Malika Cherifi  for 
drama, Carolina Pelaez 
for vocal music and Eliot 
Seppa for instrumental 
music. They are among 
372 students  out of 5,000 
applicants statewide to 
receive scholarship offers 
as finalists. 
 

Fourteen other Einstein 
students were named 
semifinalists or received 
an honorable mention 
under the state program.  
They were  recognized 
for earning cumulative 
GPA's of 3.7 or better. 
Three were recognized 
for their talent in the vis-

ual arts, and another for in-
strumental music. 

 

They are Danielle Ceneta, 
Sarah Chan, Ana Coello, 
Joanne Conelley, Alex 
Curro, Kelsey DeVries, 
Mary Claire Erskine, 
Sarah Hyman, Yueting Lei, 
Georgia Maclean, Kaitlin 
McCully, Anna McGrady, 
Abraham Murrell , and 
Dawit Zewdie. 

 

Einstein's three awardees in 
the state program prepared 
pieces that they performed 
before a panel of judges this 
summer. 
 

"They took it upon them-
selves and really rolled with 
it," said Delmer Padgett, 
head of the academy. He 
said they were students "who 
could easily handle such 
challenges." 
 

Pelaez, a 4-year member of 
the academy and a member 
of the school's Honors 
Chambers group, grew up in 
a musical household. Her 
father is a concert pianist  
and private instructor, and 
her mother is a concert gui-
tarist and sings. Her father 
played for her audition this 
summer.  "I've always been 
singing since I was little," 
she said. "I did it just for 
fun."   
 

Although Pelaez is consider-
ing a private college in  
Pennsylvania, she said it is 
likely  she will accept the 
state scholarship to study 
voice at the University of 
Maryland.  "It's my first 

choice," she said. Cherifi 
and Seppa have not de-
cided on college plans, 
according to Padgett. 

    

Senior Dawit Zewdie has 
been notified of his out-
standing participation in 
the National Achieve-
ment Scholarship Pro-
gram, a 44-year-old com-
petition that honors high-
achieving African Ameri-
can students. Participants 
selected from 150,000 
entrants advance in the 
competition for scholar-
ships that will be awarded 
in the spring of 2009. The 
awards are based on aca-
demic achievement, ac-
complishments and skills. 
 

In addition, eight Titan 
seniors have received 
recognition as com-
mended students under 
the National Merit Schol-
arship Program. The 53-
year-old scholarship pro-
gram annually draws 1.5 
million entrants, with 
34,000 qualifying as 
commended students. 
Commended students 
often become candidates 
for scholarships spon-
sored by corporations and 
businesses. 

 

Einstein's commended 
students are Alexandre 
Comas, Joanne Conel-
ley, Mary Claire Er-
skine, Tracey Gearhart, 
Georgia Handforth, 
Heather Hillis, Sarah 
Kronheim and Kaitlin 
McCully . � �
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Interims come home after 
half the quarter is over 
and pretty soon it is re-
port card time.  

 

If you and your child 
would like more frequent 
feedback on how he or 
she is doing in his or her 
classes, one way is a 
web-based electronic 
grade book, called 
Edline, that is now in use 
in all secondary schools 
in MCPS.   From the 
web, parents and students 
can access grade informa-
tion on homework, quiz-
zes, tests, and more, as 
well as overall course 
grades for each individual 
class.  It 
can even 
be set up 
to email 
you and 
your child 
any time 
a teacher 
updates a grade.  

 

If you have any questions 
or need assistance in es-
tablishing your Edline 
account, please contact 
Ms. Claudia A. De Leon 
at:  Clau-
dia_A_DeLeon@mcpsm
d.org. �  
 
                    Connie Raab 
 
Adapted from the AEHS 
Parent Handbook, 2008-
2009 (on the AEHS Web 
site) 
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Students: Get connected 
and stay after school on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday afternoons 
from 2:15 to 4:30pm.  
 

“Community Connec-
tions” began at Einstein 
on October 28th, 2008. 
All current Einstein stu-
dents can participate and 
the program is free. Ac-
tivities available: Video 
games, board games, ping 
pong, air hockey, soccer, 
“go girls,” female and 
male physical fitness pro-
grams, basketball, and 
homework help.  
 

To sign up come to the 
cafeteria any Tuesday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday 
after school to fill out the 
registration form. The 
program is funded by the 
county through the rec-
reation department.  It is 
led by Carson Henry III, 
Program Director from 
the YMCA's Youth & 
Family Services branch.  
For information you can 
contact him at (301) 587-
5700 ext. 2581.   �  
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Yearbook 
Go to buyayearbook.com to 
order and pay by check or 
credit card.   The AEHS 
school code is 9075000 
 
 
 
 
 
School Pictures  
You can order your child’s 
picture at 
www.BlantonStudio.com/
orderonline.  Seniors who 
still need to take their Sen-
ior Portraits for the year-
book can call Blanton Stu-
dios at 301-840-8044. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos of Einstein Events 
Reminder that you can visit 
the online “photo gallery” 
on Einstein’s Web site or 
go directly to Ein-
steinhs.smugmug.com and 
choose from the thousands 
of images of things happen-
ing at Einstein. Purchase 
prints for as low as a $1 
each and help support the 
Einstein photo program. 
Sizes range from 4 by 6 
inches to 8 by 12 inches, 
but larger ones can be or-
dered as well. �  
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day night were stand-out 
Titan athletes in men's 
basketball, football and 
baseball, women's basket-
ball, softball, tennis and 
field hockey, and in-
door/outdoor track during 
the 1960's, 1970's and 
early 1980's. Former 
longtime Einstein 
coaches Bob Boyle 
(baseball) and Patti Gil-
more (girls volleyball, 
coed volleyball and bas-
ketball) were also in-
ducted. 
 

The Hall of Fame Web 
site is 
http://www.aehshof.com/ 

Einstein's athletic Hall 
of Fame inducted its 
third class of 16 distin-
guished alumni athletes 
and coaches Sept. 26-27 
with events that included 
a gathering of former 
players from the school's 
1962 undefeated football 
team. The 2008 class 
includes five alumni 
honored for their work 
as founders of the non-
profit Hall of Fame or-
ganization. 
 

On Fri., Sept. 26, Hall of 
Fame members and their 
families gathered on the 
sidelines of Titan Field 
for a barbeque while the 
Titans football team 
hosted cross-town rival 
Kennedy High School. 
At halftime, the 2008 
inductees walked onto 
the playing field to the 
cheers of the home 
crowd. 
 

On Sat., Sept. 27, the 
Hall of Fame group for-
mally dedicated the ath-
letic lounge it created 
last year with its renova-
tion of the former school 
store off the school's 
Main Street hallway. 
The hall is named for 
Joseph A. Monte, a 
guidance counselor and 
the school's longest serv-
ing employee. 

 

The inductees gathered 
on the stage of the 
school auditorium Satur-
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To be eligible to partici-
pate in any extracurricular 
activities, including ath-
letic teams and clubs, Ein-
stein students must main-
tain a grade point average 
of at least 2.0 (“C” aver-
age) in the preceding 
marking period.  In addi-
tion, the student cannot 
have more than one “E” or 
“LC” (loss of credit) in his 
or her classes during this 
preceding marking period.   

 

If during the 4th marking 
period of the school year, a 
student fails to meet these 
eligibility requirements, 
the student may attend 
summer school in an at-
tempt to become eligible 
for participation in the fall.   
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Mr. Peter Crites of the Sci-
ence Department is organiz-
ing a trip for students, as he 
does every year, and in 
Spring 2009 it is to an un-
usual and special location: 
the Galapagos Islands!   

 

While in the Galapagos 
(which are west of Ecua-
dor), students will come 
face to face with many of 
the species and locations 
that led Charles Darwin to 
some of the most important 
scientific ideas of all time. 

The stu-
dents will 
visit a 
giant 
tortoise 

facility and visit rookeries 
of sea lions, sea birds 
(possibly including pen-
guins), and marine iguanas.  
They will ex-
plore the geo-
logical forces 
that created the 
islands and the 
unique land-
scapes that resulted from 
these forces.  The trip will 
be April 5-14, 2009, over 
spring break and including 
the first day back. 
 

Any student who has taken 
a higher level science class 
such as AP, IB, or Honors 
Biology, Environmental 
Science, or Molecular Bio-
tech, may be interested.  
Mr. Crites and Ms. Elaina 

Berres of Paint Branch 
High School (and for-
merly Einstein) are going.   
Previous science trips 
have been to Belize, the 
US Virgin Islands, Costa 
Rica, and, last year, Hon-
duras.   
 

The cost is $3,600 and 
includes all transporta-
tion, lodging, meals, and 
activities.  The cost can 
be paid in installments 
over time (first by mid-
November, last by mid-
February). There is still 
time to save up those 
hamburger-flipping, gro-
cery-lugging, baby-
sitting, dog-walking, cat-
sitting, and yard-cleaning 
dollars and birthday and 
holiday gifts and go.   
 

Says Mr. Crites: "We 
look forward to the op-
portunity to share a truly 
unique experience with 
your child, an experience 
that will create a lifetime 
of memories." 
 

For information, contact 
Mr. Crites at Pe-
ter_A_Crites@mcpsmd.o
rg. �  
                    Connie Raab 
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The Einstein performing arts 
community offers a tremen-
dous diversity of activities to 
showcase the talents of our 
Einstein students in dance, 
theater, instrumental music, 
and choral arts.   
 

Some of these offerings such 
as the spring Jazz Band 
Swing Dance are not-to-be-
missed opportunities to con-
nect to the broader Kensing-
ton and Silver Spring com-
munity.    
 

Another favorite occurs in 
December when  IB theater 
students produce, direct, 
cast, and stage One Act 
plays.  New this year will be 
a faculty music and choral 
recital in February. 
 

We welcome more parents to 
participate in PACE 
(Performing Arts Coalition 
of Einstein) activities and be 
the “boosters” for Einstein’s 
talented musicians, actors, 
dancers, and singers.  Con-
tact Sue Edwards at ssed-
wards@starpower.net or 
phone 301-578-8610. �  

,"�������������%	�
���,"�������������%	�
���,"�������������%	�
���,"�������������%	�
���
����$�
��
�	����
������$�
��
�	����
������$�
��
�	����
������$�
��
�	����
��� ���



�� )*!��*��)*����

�

Do you have students who 
express themselves through 
the creative arts? The na-
tional PTSA arts competi-
tion, "Reflections," may be 
right up their alley.  
 

Students are invited to cre-
ate an original piece of art-
work addressing a yearly 
theme in any of six catego-
ries: Photography, Visual 
Arts, Writing. Composing; 
Choreography, and Film.  
 

Three entries from each 
category are selected at 
each school and submitted 
to a county panel for judg-
ing. From there, several are 
selected to move up to the 
state level, and then, finally, 
there is a national-level 
judging.  
 

Here at Einstein, teachers 
may elect to incorporate the 
Reflections competition as 

part of a curriculum 
they're already using, or 
they may suggest that 
talented students con-
sider entering outside 
of their classwork. It's a 
very open-ended kind 
of program.  This year's 
theme is "WOW...."  
 

To view a gallery of 
last year's national 
award winning entries, 
visit their Web site: 
www.pta.org. Because 
there is a limit to the 
number of submissions 
entered by each school, 
students must register 
through their school's 
PTSA Chair.  Contact 
Ellen Sands at de-
sands@juno.com. Entry 
deadline is in late De-
cember ofrearly Janu-
ary. �  
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Last year, I was the overall 
coordinator of the annual 
Albert Einstein gift wrap 
concession in Westfield 
Shopping Mall. It was my 
privilege to oversee the ac-
tivities that raised an as-
tounding $14,000.00 for the 
Class of 2009.  These funds 
helped pay for the annual 
After Prom party for gradu-
ating seniors and other ex-
tracurricular activities.  

  

The gift-wrapping booth is 
the biggest fundraiser of the 
year for our high school. 
This fundraiser guarantees 
that every Albert Einstein 
student can enjoy the end of 
the year event that help 
mark their entry into the 
post-high school world.  

  

It’s a misnomer to call this 
the After Prom Party. If you 
have volunteered there, you 
may have noticed that most 
students don’t show up in 
evening clothes. In fact, 
many students never attend 
the Prom. For many stu-
dents, this is their “prom,” 
the all-night party where 
they can have fun, stay safe, 
and receive affirmation as 
they move on to the next 
stage of life—college, mili-
tary service, jobs, and par-
enting.  
 

Running the gift-wrapping 
fundraiser is a group effort, 
and we’re at it again.  Deb-
bie Klein has graciously 
agreed to be the Adult Vol-
unteer Coordinator. Wanda 

Watson returns as our 
Student Volunteer Coor-
dinator, and Sandy Patter-
son, a Glen Haven parent, 
returns as our Treasurer.  
A few dozen volunteers 
(parents, teachers, stu-
dents, parents of alumni) 
make this a success. 
Some of our fourteen 
“Day Coordinators,” two 
for each day of the week, 
are returning this year 
and they are especially 
crucial in helping the 
fundraiser run smoothly.  
They recruit gift-
wrapping volunteers, 
make sure that the booth 
is opened and closed each 
day, and collect and de-
liver money to the PTSA 
Treasurer.   
 
Please help by serving as  
a “Day Coordinator” or 
by staffing the gift-wrap 
booth for a few hours 
between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, February 
before Valentine’s Day, 
and May before Mother’s 
Day.   Contact me, Deb-
bie Klein at FmlyK-
lein@aol.com  240-472-
6642, or Wanda Watson 
at 
Wanda_F_Watson@mcps
md.org 240-460-6874 to 
volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

                  Chris Grewell 
       CillyGoose@aol.com
     301-529-0841��
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Titans!  Please come out to 
our PTSA’s next meeting on 
November 18th, from 7 to 9 
pm in the cafeteria.  We will 
start with a parent roundta-
ble, and then our guest 
speaker will be Krystal 
Smith, from Kensington-
Wheaton Youth Ser-
vices.  Ms. Smith will be 
speaking on the special chal-
lenges and joys of parenting 
and understanding teens, as 
well as sharing information 

about the youth and par-
ent programs KWYS sup-
ports at Albert Einstein 
High School.   This will 
be a great opportunity to 
find out more about how 
to help and support our 
children, and resources 
that are available to 
us.  Hope to see you 
there! �  
 

Emily Sudbrink 
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The After Prom is a super-
vised drug- and alcohol-free 
celebration that takes place 
at Einstein High School fol-
lowing the senior prom.  It 
provides a safe environment 
with fun-filled activities and 
food.  It is a safe alternative 
to private parties where dan-
gerous activities such as 
drinking, taking drugs, or 
driving under the influence 
may take place. 
 

 The After Prom is spon-
sored by the school commu-
nity -- parents, teachers, and 

students. 

 

This year the After Prom 
will start at midnight Fri-
day, May 8, and end at 
5:00 am, Saturday, May 
9. 
 

Planning has already be-
gun and the PTSA is 
looking for volunteers 
who can help over the 
next few months as well 
as on the night of the 
prom.  We need help or-
ganizing:  volunteers, 
fundraising, security, 
games, publicity, decora-
tions, food, set-up, clean-
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up, and party supervision. 

 

Anyone can help!  If you 
are the parent of a fresh-
man, sophomore or jun-
ior, we really want you!  
This is a great way to get 
to know other parents, 
and chaperoning will give 
you a chance to see just 
how wonderful Einstein 
students are! 

 

If you can help in any 
way, please provide the 
information below to  
marontri@yahoo.com. 
Questions?  Contact Jen-
nifer Tripodi, at (301) 
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November 22, 2008  
10:00 am to 4:30 pm 
 
Montgomery College 
Germantown Campus  
Humanities and Social 
Science Center  
20200 Observation Drive  
Germantown, MD 20876  
 

Includes: 

· Getting into college 
and paying for it 

· Survivor's guide to 
independence 

· Resume writing and 
interview techniques 

· The right look fashion 
show 

· Street law and how to 
stay safe 

 

Lunch provided. Rafffle 
prizes. Free bus service 
from Blair and Einstein 
High Schools.   
 
Register online at 
www.preparingforsuccess
.org  � �
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Students gain positive atti-
tudes from high quality 
service learning. 

 

· Check the SSL informa-
tion on the report card.  
Contact your school 
SSL coordinator with 
any discrepancies.  
Keep copies of all SSL 
documentation. 

 

· Get involved in the 
spirit of giving!  Contact 
the school SSL coordi-
nator or the Montgom-
ery County Volunteer 
Center (240-777-2600) 
for opportunities. 

 

· Students may earn SSL 
hours at school in se-
lected courses where SSL 
activities achieve instruc-
tional objectives and in 
school-sponsored clubs 
and organizations that 
have a service focus.   

 

· School clubs often focus 
on service using indirect 
action.  In indirect action 
a need is addressed but 
students do not meet the 
recipients of their service 
face-to-face.  Examples 
of indirect service activi-
ties include collections of 
food, clothing, and/or 
hygiene items, fundrais-
ing, and blood drives.  

 

· Plan now to be involved 
in SSL activities over 
Winter break.  Look for 
opportunities on the SSL 
Web site 
www.mcpsssl.org, listen 
for opportunities pro-
moted at school, or call 
the Montgomery County 
Volunteer Center at 240-
777-2600.  

Einstein’s SSL Coordinator 
is Ms. Scollick �  

BOE story, continued from 
front page�

    achievement gap. 
· Parent Sabrina 

McMillan who advo-
cated taking a careful 
look at AP and IB 
classes and making 
sure students can suc-
ceed. 

· Ray Morena who 
spoke about support for 
Impact Silver Spring, 
which assist at-risk 
youth, for study circles 
(see article page 3), 
and for the importance 
of relationships with 
teachers. 

· Gordie Brenne who 
spoke about providing 
AEHS students more 
opportunities for voca-
tional education, ena-
bling them to start ca-
reers early and begin to 
pay for college if their 
families cannot.  He 
wants allocation of 
more vocational educa-
tion resources to the 
“poorer” schools like 
Einstein where they are 
really needed and to 
double the size of Edi-
son, the MCPS career 
high school. 

· Quoting poet Langston 
Hughes, parent Wanda 
Watson said “ What 
happens to a dream 
deferred? It dries up 
like a raisin in the 
sun.”  She would like 
to see Einstein offer 
more technical educa-
tion classes that will 
enable more students to 
succeed. 

· Kelly Giblin, parent and 
PTSA coordinator of the 
cluster of elementary and 
middle schools that are 
allied with Einstein, 
made a number of points.  
All students must have 
solid math and reading 
skills. Over 30% of our 
students have such low 
grades they are ineligible 
for sports and other ac-
tivities.  Effective parent 
engagement is essential. 

 

PTSA follow up will in-
clude:  
· Having additional meet-

ings in November with 
MCPS vocation educa-
tion leadership.   

· Encouraging the adop-
tion of the State’s techni-
cal education curriculum 
to offer all available 
“tech ed” classes and 
more at different times to 
work out schedule.   

· Promoting improved 
reading and math at all 
levels, including the mid-
dle school programs that 
lead into Einstein.  

· Advocating for continued 
support of an emphasis in 
literacy and algebra.   

· Promoting the Einstein 
cluster and the Down-
County Consortium as a 
whole, including Edi-
son’s program.   

· Encouraging the hiring 
and retention of staff to 
reach out to parents. 

 

The PTSA will continue to 
speak up and work on be-
half of every student who 
attends our school. 
 

                   Connie  Raab 
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The results of last month’s 
survey of parents men-
tioned on page 1 showed 
their priorities to be as fol-
lows:  
1. Academic achieve-

ment, especially math 
and reading 

2. College preparation 
3. Counseling and guid-

ance 
4. AEHS academy pro-

grams  
5. Safety 
6. Vocational education 
7. Extracurricular activi-

ties for all 
8. Outreach staff for stu-

dents & families 
9. Suspension 
10. Tutoring 
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