PTSA Meeting for March 18, 2009
The meeting was called to order by Emily Sudbrink at 7:30pm

A.  General Announcements made by Emily Sudbrink:

1.  Nominating Committee:  volunteers are needed to help find folks for next year’s PTSA officers.  Contact Molly Jackman at thejackman5@aol.com 

2. Thank you to all who helped in organizing the Taste Of Einstein, including Debbie Brody and Cynthia Schnedar.  It was a terrific evening with lots of great food and entertainment.

3. Thank you to the editors and the writers of the Quantum Quest!

B. Speakers

1.  Lt. Croom of the Montgomery County Police Department talked about underage drinking.  Some the insights he shared included:

· The human brain is not fully developed until about the age of 25

· The last part of the brain to develop is the part that helps us to process information, make judgments and consider consequences

· Drinking before the age of 14 increases the potential for alcohol dependency at some point in a lifetime

· The average age when kids start to drink is 12 years old, therefore we need to look at the issue of underage drinking at a much earlier age than we have been.

· Strong family bonds is the most important protection against dangerous behaviors

· Keep talking

· Let teens know you are against underage drinking and drug use

· Build a network of parents to share information

· Take advantage of teachable moments

· Offer a “Code” word that sons/daughters can use for a safe pickup with no questions

· Tell them how much you love them

· “Hug’em home” to check for any suspicious behavior

· Know that parents have the right to search for fake IDs and can say NO!

2. Sue Edwards, a current parent, offered her experiences with kids and Beach Week.  Some of her insights included:

· Talk with your own children EARLY into the Beach Week process

· Connect with parents of other kids EARLY

· Try to anticipate possible issues and talk about them

3. Marty Pusey of the Worchester County (Ocean City) Health Department described the “Play it Safe” project that allows high school kids to make healthy and informed choices while having fun during Beach Week at Ocean City.

Check out the following website for details:  www.playitsafeoceancity.com 

The Play It Safe passport to fun includes:
· Tips on first aid

· Details about Ocean City’s laws and ordinances (such as open containers are illegal)

· Possible pitfalls of what can go wrong and safety tips

· Coupons for kids for places to eat

· A calendar that describes the alternative activities sponsored by Ocean City that don’t involve alcohol.  There are over sixty activities offered during the first three weeks of JUNE.

Anyone who attends these activities will receive a wristband that enables them to ride the bus for FREE for the whole week.

Last year, over 13,000 students participated in these activities over the three week period.

C. Wrap Up comments by meeting attendees

1.  Regarding the Listserve, please answer questions by hitting the reply to ALL so that everyone can benefit from the questions that are asked and the answers that are given.

2. Regarding PTSA meetings:  the question was raised why the majority of meetings are lecture format?  There is a desire to function as a parent meeting, where the minutes are reviewed, the budget is discussed and questions are raised on how parents should deal with various issues.  The April PTSA meeting will be discussion only; there will be no speaker/lecture.

The meeting was adjourned at 9pm.

Submitted by Mary Murphy, PTSA secretary

