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Students must meet thdsadlines to maintain the status of an IB Diploma Candidate in good standing.

Student Schedule for Extended EssayClass of 2010

Important Due Dates

There willeother interim due dates for the Extended Essay class. You trenmeefiviestimes
with yourEsupervisor. You may meetthraordive times

Date
Jan. 6, 2009

Jan. 29, 2009

No later than
Feb. 6, 2009

Feb. 13, 2009

No later than
March 9, 2009

March 16,
2009

No later than
April 20, 2009

April 27, 2009
May 4, 2009
No later than
May 29, 2009
June 4, 2009
Sept. 4, 2009
No late than
Sept. 21, 2009

Sept. 29, 2009

Oct. 19, 2009

No later than
Nov. 23, 2009

By this date, students will ....

Submit Signed Student Contract/Parent Acknowledgement

Form
Submit EE proposal

Meet with EE supervisor to discuss EE proposal and
potential sources

Submit documentation of meeting with supervisor to
discuss EE proposal

Meet with EE supervisor to discuss EE progress and
annotated bibliography

Submit documentation of meeting with EE supervisor to
discuss annotated bibliography and progress of EE

Meet with EE supervisor to discuss outline

Submit documentation of meeting with EE supervisor to
discuss outline

Submit 2 copies of 1% draft of EE with evaluation form
Meet with EE supervisor to discuss EE 1% draft

Submit documentation of meeting with EE supervisor to
discuss 1% draft

Submit 2 copies of 2™ draft of EE with evaluation form
Meet with EE supervisor to discuss 2™ draft of EE

Submit Documentation of meeting with EE supervisor to
discuss 2nf draft of EE

Submit EE final paper i 3 copies to IB Coordinator with
evaluation form

Submit EE to turnitin.com

Meet with EE supervisor to complete Viva voce

Form

c&bD

c&bD

E&F

E&F

Submit To

TOK
teacher

EE teacher

EE teacher

EE teacher

EE teacher

EE teacher

EE super

EE teacher

IB coor

EE super

IB Coor

IB Coor

turnitin.com



The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common
hurnanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to aeate a better and more peaceful world.

IB learners strive to e

Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct
inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively &njoy
learning andthis love of learning will b= sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance In so
daing, they acquire in-depth knowled ge and d evelop understanding acoross a broad
and balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers They exerdse initiative in apphring thinking skills criticalby and creatively to recognize
and approach com plex problemns, and make reasoned, ethical dedsions.

Communicaters They understand and express ideas and information confidenthy and creatively in
miore than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work
effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and
respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take
responsi bil ity for their own actions and the consequences that accomipa ry them.

Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are
ops=n to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and commun ities.
They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are
willing to grows from the experience.

Carimg They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of
others. They have a personal commitrmeant to service, and act to make a positive
difference to the lives of others and to the ervironment.

Risk-takers They approach urfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought,
and hawve the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They
are brave and articulate in defending their b=liefs.

Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to
achieve personal well-being forthemsebses and others,

Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own leaming and experience. They are
able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support
their learning and personal developrmert.



Introduction

The Diploma Program me

The Diploma Programme is a rigorous pre-university course of study designed for students in the 16 to
19 age range. It is a broad-based two-year course that aims to encourage students to be knowledgeable
and inquiring, but also caring and compassionate. There is a strong emphasis on encouraging students
to develop intercultural understanding, open-mindedn ess, and the attitud es necessary for them to respect
and evaluate a range of points of view.

The Diploma Programme hexagon

The course is presented as six academic areas endosing a central core. |t encourages the concurrent
study of a broad range of academic areas. Students study: two modern languages (or a modern language
and a classical language); a humanities or social science subject; an experimental science; mathematics;
one of the aeative arts. It is this comprehensive range of subjects that makes the Diploma Programme
a demanding course of study designed to prepare students effectively for university entrance. In each
of the academic areas students have flexibility in making their choices, which means they can choose
subjects that particularly interest them and that they may wish to study further at university.
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All Diploma Programme students participate in the three course requirements that make up the core of
the hexagon. Reflection on all these activities is a prind ple that lies at the heart of the thinking behind
the Diploma Programme.

The theory of knowledge (TOK) course encourages students to think about the nature of knowledge, to
reflect on the process of leaming in all the subjects they study as part of their Diploma Programme course,
and to make connections across the academic areas. The extended essay, a substantial piece of writing
of up to 4,000 words, enables students to investigate a topic of spedal interest that they have chosen
themselves. It also encourages them to develop the skills of independent research that will be expected
at university. Creativity, action, service (CAS) involves students in experiential learning through a range
of artistic, sporting, physical and service activities.

The Diploma Frogramme aims to develop in students the knowledge, skills and attitud es they will need
to fulfill the aims of the IBO, as expressed inthe organization’s mission statement and the learmner profile.
Teaching and learning in the Diploma Programme represent the reality in daily practice of the
arganization's educational philosophy.



Introduction

Nature of the extended esséi};"

The extended esay is an in-depth study of a focused topic chosen from the list of approved Diploma
Programme subjects—normally one of the student's six chosen subjects for the IB diploma. It is intended
to promote high-level research and writing skills, intellectual discovery and creativity. it provides students
with an opportunity to engage in personal research in a topic of their own choice, under the guidance
of a supervisor (a teacher in the school). This leads to 3 major piece of formally presented, structured
writing, in which ideas and findings are communicated in a reasoned and cobherent manner, appropriate
to the subject chosen. It is recommended that completion of the written essay is followed by a short,
conduding interview, or viva voce, with the supervisor.

The extended essayis assessed against common criteria, interpreted in ways appropriate to each subject.
The extended essay is:
compulsory for all Diploma Programme students

externally assessed and, in combination with the grade for theory of knowledge, contributes up to
thres points to the total score for the B diploma

a piece of independent research/investigation on a topic chosen by the student in cooperation with
a supenvisor in the school

chosen from the list of approved Diploma Programme subjects, published in the Wade Meoumn
presented as a formal piece of scholarship containing no more than 4,000 words
the result of appraximately 40 howrs of work by the student

conduded with a short interview, or wiva woce, with the supervising teacher (recommended).

IntheDiploma Programme, the extended essay is the prime example of a piece of work where the student
has the opportunity to s how knowledge, understanding and enthusiasm about a topic of his or her choice,
In those countries where it is the norm for interviews to be required prior to acceptance for employment
orfor a place at university, the extended essay has often proved to be a valuable stimulus fordiscussion.

The extended essay and the IB learner profile

The learning involved in researching and writing the extended essay is closely aligned with the
development of many of the characteristics described in the IB learner profile. Students are, to a large
extent, responsible fortheir own independent learning, through which they acquire and communicate
in-depth knowledge and understanding. The research process necessarily invohees intellectual risk-taking
and extensive reflection; open-mindedness, balance and fairness are key prerequisites for a good extendead

es5ay.
Students and teachers familiar with the |B Middle Years Programme (MYP) will find that the extended
es5ay is a natural progression from the MYP personal project.



Mature of the extended essay

Relationship to theory of knowledge

Whichever subject is chosen, the extended essay shares with the theory of knowledge (TOK) course a
concern with interpreting and evaluating evidence, and constructing reasoned arguments. Where the
two differ is in the emphasis placed on the research process and its formal outcomes, These aspects are
of primary importance in the extended essay but are given much less weight in TOK: in the Theory of
knowledge guide (March 2006) the section describing the TOK assessment tasks states that “neither the
[TOK] essay nor the presentation is primarily a research exercise™. At a more abstract level, both TOK and
the extended esay promote reflection on the nature of knowledge and on how new knowledge is
produced.

International dimensions

Some extended essay subjects indude cros-cultural questions within them. Others invite such an
approach. Whatever the subject, the extended essay student should strive to find relevant information
from a diverse range of sources.

The aims of the extend ed essay are to provide students with the opportunity to:

pursue independent research on a focused topic

develop research and communication skills

develop the skills of creative and critical thinking

engage in a systematic process of research appropriate to the subject

experience the exctement of intellectual discovery.



Assessment objectives

In working on the extended essay, students are expected to:

1.
2

plan and pursue a research project with intellectual initiative and insight
formulate a precise research question
gather and imterpret material from sources appropriate to the research guestion

structure 3 reasoned argumeant in response to the research question on the basis of the material
gathered

present their extended essay in a format appropriate to the subject, acknowledging sources in one
of the established academic ways

use the terminology and language appropriate to the subject with skill and understanding

apply analytical and evaluative skills appropriate to the subject, with an understanding of the
implications and the context of their research.

Mote: "material” has different meanings in different subjects. it may be data or infarmation; it may
b= arguments or evidence.




Regulations

The General reguiations: Diploma Programme states that, in addition to subject requirements, the (B
diploma has additional requirements that include the completion and submission of an extended essay
in & subject available for this purpose. These general regulations also state that schools must comply
with the details and procedures in the Vade Mecum (the procedures manual for Diploma Programme
coordinators and teachers), which gives detailed information about the administration of this diploma
requirement.

Every |B diploma student must submit an extended essay. Extended essays may only be submitted by
students in the "diploma® or "retake” categories. Students in the "retake” category may submit either a
new extended essay for assessment, registerad in the same or a different subject, or a revised extended

essay,

It is the school’s responsibility to ensure that each student submitting an extended essay is supervised
by a teacher at the school where the student is registered for Diploma Programme examinations. The
teacher must have appropriate qualifications and/or experience in the subject chosen by the student,
and must be familiar with the Diploma Frogramme. The teacher who is supervising a student’s work on
his or her extended assay, known as “the supervisor®, must not be related to the student.

Extended essays submitted in a group 1 orgroup 2 language must be written in that language, with the
exception of Latin and classical Greek Extended essays for subjects in groups 2 to 6, and in Latin and
classical Greek, must bewritten in English, French or Spanish.

The student is ultimately responsible for ensuring that his or her extended essay is authentic, with the
work or ideas of othersfully and comrectly acknowledg ed. Additionally, it is the responsibility of a supervisar
to confirm that, for each student he or she has supervised, to the best of his or herknowled ge, the version
of the extended essay submitted for assessment is the authentic work of the student.

Bath plagiarism and collusion are forms of mal practice that incur a penalty. The same piece of work, or
two wersions of the same work, cannot be submitted to meet the requirements of both the extended
essay and another assessment component of a subject contributing to the diploma or an additional
certificate.

The Diploma Programme subject chosen for the extended essay does not have to be one of the subjects
being studied by the student for his or her diploma. The list of available subjects, including groups 1
and 2, is given in the Vade Mecum. Extended essays cannot be submitted in theory of knowledge,
school-based syllabuses and pilot subjects, with exceptions for the latter two categories listed in the
Ve Mecum.



Responsibilities of the student

It is required that students:

choose a topic that fits into one of the subjects on the approved extended essay list (in the Vade
Mecum)

obsenve the regulations relating to the extended essay
meet deadlines

acknowledge all sources of information and ideas in an approved academic manner.

It is strongly recommended that students:
start work early
think very carefully about the research question for their essay
plan how, when and where they will find material for their essay

plan a schedule for both researching and writing the essay, induding extra time for delays and
unforeseen problems

record sources as their research progresses (rather than trying to reconstruct a list at the end)
have a dear structure for the essay itself before beginning to write
check and proofread the final version carefully

make sure that all basic requirements are met [ for exam ple, all students should get full marks for the
abstract).



Advice to students from examiners

Recommended: things to do

Examiners’ reports frequently emphasize the following positive steps.
Before starting work on the extended essay, students should:
read the assessment criteria
read previous essays to identify strengths and possible pitfalls
spend time working out the research question (imagine the finished essay)
work out a structure for the essay.
During the research process, and while writing the essay, students should:
start work early and stick to deadlines
maintain a good working relationship with their supenvisor
construct an argument that relates to the research question
use the library and consult librarians for advice
record sources as they go along (ratherthan trying to reconstruct a list at the end)

choose a new topic and a research question that can be answered if there is a problem with the
ariginal topic

use the appropriate language for the subject

let theirinterest and enthusiasm show.

After completing the essay, students should:
write the abstract

check and proofread the final version carefully.

1C



Examiners” reports also mention these things to be avoided at all costs.

Students should not work with a research question that is too broad or too vague, too narmow, too
difficult or inappropriate. A good research question is one that asks something worth asking and that is
answerable within 40 hours/4,000 words, It should be clear what would count as evidence in relation to
the question, and it must be possible to acquire such evidence in the course of the investigation. If a
student does not know what evidence is needed, or cannot collect such evidence, it will not be possible
to answer the research question.

In addition, students should mot:
forget to analyse the research question
ignore the assessment criteria
collect material that is irrelevant to the research question
use the Internet uncriticalby
plagiarize
merely describe or report (evidence must be wsed to support the argument)
repeat the introduction in the conclusion

cite sources that are not used.

One further piece of advice is as follows: the more badeground a student has in the subject, the better
the chance he or she has of writing a good extended essay. Choosing to write the extended essay in a
subject that is not being studied as part of the Diploma Programme often leads to lower marks.

11



It is recommended that teachers advise their students about researching and writing the extended essay
as faoll ows.

The research process

When researching the extended essay, students should do the fallowing.

1.

Choose the approved Diploma Programme subject for the extended essay.

Read the assessment criteria and the relevant subject guidance.

Choose a topic.

Formulate a wellfooused research question.

Plan the investigation and writing process.

Identify how and where they will gather material.

Identify which system of academic referencing they will use, appropriate to the subject of the
essay.

Set deadlines forthemselves that will allow them to meet the school's requirements.

Flan a structure (outline headings) for the essay. This may change as the investigation develops but
it is useful ta have a sense of direction.

Undertake some preparatory reading.

I students discover that it will not be possible to obtain the evidence needed in the time available,
the research question should be changed. This should be done sooner rath er than later: students
should not lose time waiting and hoping that something will turn up. Students should go badk
tostage 3, 2or 1, and choose a new research question that can beanswered.

Carry out the investigation.

The material gathered should be assembled in a logical order, linked to the structure of the essay.
Only then will students know whether they have enough evidenceforeach stage of the argument
50 that they can procesd to the nest.

Students should be prepared for things to go wrong. Sometimes they may discover something
later in the investigation that undermines what they thought had been established earlier on. If
that happens, the investigation plan needs to be revisad.
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