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Welcome to IB English 11!  The following is a list of the novels/text we will be reading 

throughout the year.  If you choose, you may purchase these texts over the summer and begin 

reading them.  All books are available at used bookstores and online.    However, this is NOT a 

requirement for success in the course and texts will be provided at the beginning of the school 

year.  

 

Semester 1      Semester 2 

As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner   The Stranger by Albert Camus 

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy  The Sound of Waves by Yukio Mishima 

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood  So Long a Letter by Miriama Ba 

The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka 

 

Summer Assignment 

 

The Basics: 

 You will complete a practice IB commentary based on examples from a previous IB test. 

 Choose 1 of the following selections (poetry or prose) and complete the commentary. 

 Your work must be typed in a double space 12 point Times New Roman font with proper 

MLA headers.  

 The commentary will be worth 100 homework/completion points and is due the 2
nd

 day 

of school.  Late work will not be accepted.  

 In addition, we will self-evaluate, grade, and peer review your work as part of a class 

assignment the first week of the year.   

 In addition to the commentary, review the published IB rubric for a commentary.  Be 

familiar with this rubric as it will be a key to your grading for the next 2 years.  

How to Write a Commentary  

 A commentary is one of the primary forms of evaluation for the English portion of the IB 

program.  During the next two years, you will complete both written and oral 

commentaries.  The sooner you are familiar with commentaries, the better you will do! 

 Think of a commentary as a running dialogue about the poem or passage.  Instead of 

attempting to prove a thesis, theme, or central idea about the passage; you are analyzing 

the entire thing on a line by line basis.   

 Begin with an introduction which explains how you are dividing up the passage (by 

stanzas, by paragraphs, by narrative, etc) and any overarching themes or ideas which fit 

the entire passage. 

 



 For your body paragraphs just start analyzing the poem/passage line-by-line.  You do not 

have to analyze every single word excessively, but you should be very thorough in your 

analysis.  The main thing to avoid is jumping around in the analysis.  Don’t talk about the 

first stanza and then jump to the third stanza and leave out the second stanza.  That is the 

main difference between a commentary and an analysis essay- you are talking about the 

entire passage; not analyzing bit pieces to prove a central thesis, theme, or idea.  

 IB recommends an average length of 6-7 pages per commentary.  This is a good length to 

shoot for.  Since this is your first commentary, you might fall short of this length.  That is 

ok.  However, 1-2 page commentaries are clearly not acceptable.  On that same note, 

commentaries that are 10+ pages are often rambling, unorganized, or overkill.  Too long 

can sometimes be just as problematic as too short!      

 If you have questions concerning your assignment, please do not hesitate to e-mail Mr. 

Garrick.  He will respond to your question as soon as possible.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 


