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Principal News 
This past month has been a busy time of year. How amazing to think that we are already four 
months into the school year! While the end of a calendar year is a time for renewal and for taking 
inventory on the year, it is also a time for reflecting on the year that has passed and resolving to 
take steps to make one or two positive changes towards continuous improvement.  In 2018, Drew 
ES staff resolves to live our mission of challenging all students to be scholars and leaders to 
achieve at high levels academically, creatively, socially, and emotionally.  We plan to continue 
our work towards building relationships with our students and families as well as to make sure we 
are providing rigorous learning opportunities for all of our students. 

On behalf of the Drew Elementary staff, we wish you and your families a safe and peaceful winter 
break and a productive New Year! As a reminder, Winter Break is December 23 through January 
1, 2018. 
 
Parent Resources Center 
Drew is fortunate enough to have a Parent Community Coordinator, Lan Nguyen. She is in the 
office on Tues. and Thurs. each week. Please contact the main office for an appointment. Please 
see the attached flier. 
 

Reading Night   
Please join us for Drew Elementary’ s Reading Night on Thursday, January 11, 2018 from 7:00 
p.m. – 8:00 p.m. There will be reading fun, games, crafts, and more. Don’t forget to wear your 
pajamas! Please send your RSVP back to your child’s teacher by Thursday, January 4, 2018.  
 
Artists in Residence 
On December 19th, fourth graders participated in their second Arts Integration experience at 
Strathmore AMP.  Students along with a playwright, Mr. John Morogiello wrote original plays 
based on their experiences with Glenstone and Strathmore AMP. We were also entertained on Dec. 
20th with terrific performances by each fourth grade class. We absolutely have future playwrights. 
 
Hour of Code 
This is Drew ES’s fourth year participating in the national Hour of Code.  During the week of 
December 4th, our students, including students with special needs, joined millions of other students 
around the world, by participating in an Hour of Code. Hour of Code provided our students with 
an opportunity to engage in a one-hour introduction to computer science, designed to show 
students that anyone can learn the basics of computer programming.  Students had an opportunity 
to build on their experiences from last year!    
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Counselor’s	Corner 
 
December Counseling Summary 
In December, Mrs. Allen facilitated the first of a series of the Personal Body Safety Lessons for 
students as mandated by Montgomery County Public Schools. MCPS has adopted this policy to 
help students learn how to protect themselves, identify trusted adults with whom they feel safe 
talking to, and open the lines of communication between students and parents. Your child was 
given a handout (see photo below) about personal safety on the day that she visited his or her 
classroom. The handout provided some helpful parent tips for following up with students about 
the topic. Thank you for helping us teach your children how to stay safe. 

 
Similarly, students learned about our second character trait (i.e., caring) from the Six Pillars of 
Character, the core ethical values of Character Counts. Caring is: 

• being kind; 
• being compassionate and show you care;  
• expressing gratitude;  
• forgiving others;  
• helping people in need;  
• being charitable and altruistic. 

 
 

If you feel uncomfortable 
about what someone is 
doing... say 
 

 

Say or show: 
 

 
be assertive if you can 

 

 
to a safe place with other 
people, and 

 

 
an adult you trust 

 

Before you go 
ANYWHERE, 
with ANYONE, 

 

EVEN 
someone you 
know, 

 
Check First! 
 

 

Can I go?

 

	

 
January Counseling 
This month Drew students will learn how to resolve conflicts. Conflicts are a natural and healthy 
part of all relationships; however, responding to conflicts productively takes time, practice, and 
support. Many students lack basic skills necessary for solving and resolving daily conflicts with 
other students, teachers, and staff. Through classroom lessons and reinforcing the conflict 



DR. CHARLES R. DREW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DOLPHIN DIGEST 
 
  
 

	
	

3	

resolution skills, students will be empowered to be more independent and highly functioning 
problem solvers. This in turn will reduce tattling, bickering, and disruptions. Please speak with 
your child about our lessons.   

 

Lunch Reminders    
 

 
Please check your child’s lunch account balance.  Low and negative balance letters are sent home 
monthly. Feel free to contact Mrs. Flores to check the status of your child’s account by phone at 
301-989-6030 or email at Josefa_A_Flores@mcpsmd.org .  Remember that when you send money 
in with your child, it should be in a sealed envelope labeled with his/her name and the teacher’s 
name.   
 
Some of our students have requested second lunches.  In general, we do not allow this without 
parent permission.  Please notify your child’s teacher and the cafeteria manager, Mrs. Flores, if 
you are granting permission for your child to have multiple lunches.   
 
Don't forget that lunch is a SNAP with MCPS’ computerized pre-payment system that is here for 
your convenience - MySchoolBucks.com	If your family’s financial status has changed resulting in 
a need for support with lunch meals, applications for the Free and Reduced-price Meals System 
(FARMS) are available on line or in the main office. 
 

Policy on Winter Temperatures  
Please make sure your child is dressed warmly especially on very cold days.  We believe that 
children need to get outside for exercise.  Our policy is that during recess time, we use a “feels 
like” temperature of 25 degrees or below to hold indoor recess.  At 26 degrees or above the 
children will go outside.  We want to be sure that students have adequate outer gear during 
the winter months. If this is an area of need, please contact your child’s teacher or our 
counselor, Mrs. Allen. 
 

Giant A+ Rewards Program   
The Giant A+ Rewards Program is offered to all MCPS schools as a way to garner money for 
school programs by having participants swipe their Giant grocery cards.  It is a highly effective 
way to fundraise for schools.   Each Giant member has the option of designating up to two schools 
to benefit.	Please	go	to	https://giantfood.com/my-account/#/rewards-and-savings to register. 
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MCPS Emergency Information 
During emergencies, MCPS updates its Emergency Information page. It offers information such 
as how weather forecasts determine school closing decisions and emergency preparedness 
procedures. Use the link below to find all the ways you can connect with MCPS to receive 
emergency operational information from the school system. 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/sources.aspx 
 
MCPS Communications Update 
 
Board of Education Elects New Officers  
On Tuesday, December 5, 2017, Mr. Michael A. Durso was selected by his colleagues to serve as 
president of the Montgomery County Board of Education for the third time. Mrs. Shebra L. Evans 
was selected as vice president. Both officers will serve a one-year term. Mr. Durso was elected to 
his first four-year term in 2010 after being appointed to the Board in June 2009 to complete an 
unexpired term. He was elected to his second four-year term in November 2014. He is a member 
of the Board’s Committee on Special Populations. Mrs. Evans was elected to her first four-year 
term on November 8, 2016. She is a member of the Board’s Fiscal Management committee.  
 
Early Childhood and Elementary Education Policy (English and Spanish) 
 
Public Comment Sought on Early Childhood and Elementary Education Policy 
On December 5, 2017, the Montgomery County Board of Education tentatively approved 
amendments to Board Policy IEA, Framework and Structure of Early Childhood and Elementary 
Education. The amended policy includes concepts and language that reflect the current priorities 
of Board Policy IEF, Early Childhood Education, which will be rescinded upon adoption of 
amended Board Policy IEA. The proposed amendments to Board Policy IEA affirm the Board’s 
commitment to promoting the intellectual, social, emotional, and physical growth and 
development of children in their early learning years through high quality, developmentally 
appropriate, challenging and comprehensive early childhood and elementary programs. You can 
view the crosswalk between Board Policy IEA and Board Policy IEF here. The draft of the 
tentatively approved Board Policy IEA is available for public comment here until Tuesday,             
March 6, 2018. 
 
College and Career Readiness Night (English and Spanish- Secondary Principals) 
 
College and Career Readiness Night to Be Held January 11  
Students in Grades 6‒12 and their parents are invited to attend College and Career Readiness 
Night—Starting Early to Plan for Success. The event, held by MCPS in collaboration with 
MCCPTA, is an opportunity for parents and students to learn how they can prepare for college and 
career. Explore the many opportunities and resources MCPS offers, learn about timelines, hear 
perspectives from MCPS graduates, and more. The event will be held from 6:30–8:45 p.m. on 
January 11, 2018, at Gaithersburg High School, 101 Education Boulevard in Gaithersburg.                                    
The snow date is scheduled for January 17. You can RSVP at 
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/events/CCReadinessNight/.  
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Important January Dates 
 

Date and Time Event 
December 25, 2017 - January 1, 

2018 
Winter Break - School and Offices 

are Closed 
 

Tuesday, January 2, 2018 School Starts Again 
 

Thursday, January 11, 2018 Reading Night 
7:00pm-8:00pm 

 
Monday, January 15, 2018 Holiday-Celebrating 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Schools and Offices Closed 

 
Thursday, January 25, 2018 Early Release, 1:20pm Dismissal 

Second Marking Period Ends 
 

Friday January 26, 2018 Professional Day for Teachers-No 
School for Students 

 
Monday, January 29, 2018 Third Marking Period Begins 

 
Tuesday, January 30, 2018 Winter Chorus and Instrumental 

Music Concert 7:00pm 
 

Thursday, February 1, 2018 SCB Parent Meeting 7:00pm 
 

February 8, 2018 Report Card Distribution 
 

 
 


