DAMASCUS HIGH SCHOOL PTSA MEETING
Tuesday, October 16, 2007
Bettianne Quinn called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  Introductions were made.  Bettianne noted that Mrs. Farrell had tallied the PTSA budget voted on at Back to School Night, and the budget was passed as follows:
YES  701 votes
NO    15 votes
NOT SURE  2 votes
ABSTAIN  7 votes
Minutes from the May 15,2007 PTSA meeting were distributed and approved.  Mr. Domergue made the motion and Barbara Zellers seconded the motion, and the minutes were unanimously approved.
President’s Report:  Bettianne can be reached at ptsa@gmail.com .  Help for homecoming is needed.  20 parents are needed to help in coat check.  Please email Mr. Kachadorian directly.
SGA President’s Report:  Jon Yahirun spoke about  issues such as guest approval for Homecoming, money for other clubs such as Latino Dance club, Future Farmers.  He stated that Damascus will host the general assembly for MCR SGA, a first.  Fridays, SGA is selling pizza in the auditorium lobby to help raise money for the troops.  
Principal’s Report:
1.  PSAT 10/17/2007, all 9th and 10th graders; 240 juniors signed up.
2. Accuplacer test 10/17/2007 for seniors planning to attend Montgomery College.
3. Spirit Week.
4. New web page being worked on, looking at posting sports schedules and dates for class parent meetings.
5. Make up pictures 10/25/2007.
6. Senior lunch going well.
7. Marking period ends 10/31/2007.
8. No school 11/01/2007 for grading.
9. AFG Middle States will be at DHS 11/06/2007 through 11/09/2007. Will provide input as to improvements, what is going well, meetings with students, staff, parents.
10. Edline.
11. Proactive for the Staph infections with locker room clean out and individual sports equipment cleaning by students.
Committee Reports
1. MCCPTA.  Ilse Light reported there were 3 pending resolutions to be discussed at the next meeting concerning operating budget, PTA leadership. A handout was provided and attached to the minutes.
2. Curriculum.  Barbara Zellers reported on  the MCCPTA curriculum committee meeting.  There will be another meeting November 12, 2007 at 7:30 with Erick Lang.
3. Membership.  28 staff, 355 families, 383 total, which is 33 more than last year.  We reduced the staff membership fee to $15.  Two students are members.  We would like to hopefully increase student membership to get national recognition.
4. Post Prom will be at Dave and Buster’s this year.  There will be a Bingo fundraiser November 11, 2007 and a DHS Shopping Frenzy fundraiser on December 12, 2007 in the cafeteria.
5. Teacher appreciation.  Breakfast in August, September treats, and a dessert spread is planned for November. 
6. Special needs.  Wants 2 association dues to be paid.  Mr. Domergue will pay the $40 for Patricia Allen to become a member of the Learning Disability Association of Montgomery County for Damascus High School.  We left as unfinished business approval of the $30  membership to ARC of Montgomery County.
7. NAACP.  Carolyn Gray reported on a meeting with principals and representatives. There will be a cluster meeting at 7:30 on October 25, 2007.  Each school was asked to provide $35 for refreshments for that meeting, which Mr. Domergue will pay for.
8. Student Service Learning.  Kathi Van Hoesen reports Mr. Jeff Brown is in charge, 301-253-7062, Room 144.  Website is www.mcpsssl.org for organizations preapproved.  To get preapproval with one form for a group, contact Mr. Brown.
Bettianne will be collecting our volunteer hours on a monthly basis.
New Business
1.  Bylaws are out of date.  Kathi Van Hoesen presented the bylaws change (see attached form).  Our bylaws were last approved in 2001.  The changes were presented and we will vote in November.  We need an incorporation number.
2. Post office.  Forms for noprofit exemption have not been filed and an IRS exemption letter is needed.  Mary Jean Osborne is working on the paperwork.
3. Discussion regarding advertising in the directory and newsletter was tabled for a later meeting.
4. Bettianne asked for a volunteer to take on the Welcome packets; no one volunteered at this meeting.
Unfinished business 
1. Vote on $30 membership to ARC for Patricia Allen, Special Needs committee chair.
2. Advertising in newsletter and student directory.  Carolyn Gray offered to research how Rocky Hill handles advertising.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  Motion made by Kathi Van Hoesen, seconded by Anja Abbott.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer McGolrick
PTSA Secretary
