DAMASCUS HIGH SCHOOL PTSA MEETING  TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2007
Bettianne Quinn  called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  Introductions were made.  Two corrections to the minutes from the October 16, 2007 meeting were noted.  Mr. Domergue moved to approve the minutes with the corrections; Mary Jean Osborne seconded the motion, and the minutes were unanimously approved.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Post Prom income and expenses need to be included in the PTSA budget.  The funds will be separate, but included in the budget.  There will be a Post Prom line item in the budget for next year.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  AFG meetings went very well.  Bettianne is serving as the volunteer coordinator, collecting monthly hours not only for PTSA but for every parent volunteer at DHS.  For a group, she will need how many people and the collective number of hours.  There were 2 forms presented, a parent volunteer application and a community volunteer application.  The forms are voluntary at present but there was discussion on implementation of the forms, should they become mandatory.  We decided to use them for data gathering purposes at present and to table the implementation plans until next spring.  Parent Academy (new program in MCPS) has received a positive response so far.  MCPS is asking for possible topics of interest for the rest of the school year.  State PTSA convention:   If there are questions regarding state or national bylaws, contact Bettianne.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:   Mr. Domergue expressed thanks for the dessert buffet for the staff. Awards assembly was held November 20, 2007 for students with straight As, National Merit Scholars, Maryland Distinguished Scholars, and AP scholars.  There were about 140 parents and students attending.
9h grade parent meeting was held.  A video about DHS was shown.
Graduation set for May 30th at DHS.  Mr. Domergue said that a vote will be taken by FAMILY about graduation next year (2009) to get a better perspective on how we feel about possible other venues for graduation like McDaniel College or Mount St. Mary’s.
New look for student newspaper; some letters of intent were signed by DHS athletes this month. 
The AFG meeting was a success. Our students had a very successful first quarter, with only 8.4% ineligible.
Exam calendar was presented ; January 31, 2008 is the grade 11 parent meeting.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
1.  Membership:  384 members so far.
2. NAACP:  Carolyn Gray reported there was a cluster meeting at Baker on October 25, 2007 that was well attended.  The next cluster NAACP meeting will be in the second week of January 2008, an open meeting.
3. Newsletter:  Deadline is Friday, November 23, 2007.
4. Post Prom:  At Dave and Buster’s.  Vera Bradley fundraiser for Post Prom raised $7129.  Other fundraisers are a percentage of proceeds from Chik-Fil-A, a December 12th shopping frenzy, and a percentage of proceeds from Modell’s before spring sports start.  The Post Prom committee meets the first Thursday of each month at the Damascus McDonald’s.
5. Special Needs.  A decision was made to add a line item for special needs next year, dollar amount to be determined.  There was a discussion about the membership fee for ARC (Association of Retarded Citizens) and where the money would come from.  This was tabled while Patricia Regan-Allen checks to see if she can get the membership fee waived.
6. Student Service Learning:  There is a database for SSL, 1-800-volunteer.org for preapproved activities.
7. Teacher Appreciation:  Next  staff appreciation project will be during exam week.
8. Cluster Report:  Leslie Cuneo described some testimony for capital improvements and explained the grid for renovations.  Her goal is to get bathroom renovations for DHS and Damascus Elementary moved up.  Current recommendations are for bathroom renovations in FY 2010.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1.  Bylaws.  Kathy Van Hoesen explained the change to Article 11, Section 4, changing the general membership from 3% of the members to constitute a quorum to 10 members.  A move to accept the bylaw change was made by Marcia Allen, seconded by Leslie Cuneo.  The vote was unanimous.
2. Post office.  Mary Jean Osborne got the articles of incorporation, bylaws, and necessary letters mailed to New York; the package was reviewed and passed to the supervisor in New York.  We are awaiting final approval.
3. Advertisements in newsletter and directory.  Advertising would be accepted for our student directory only and IF a chair and a committee are  in place by May for solicitation of advertising.
NEW BUSINESS
1.  Newsletter schedule.  A newsletter in early December, none after the December meeting, one in late January (January 25, 2008 deadline), one in mid March, one in April, and the final one in mid May.
2. Welcome packets.  Jennifer McGolrick volunteered to work with Bettianne on this .
3. Directories.  Discussion about the extra directories resulted in a motion to sell extra directories to current members for $5, seconded by Mary Jean Osborne.  The motion carried unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer McGolrick
PTSA Secretary
