DAMASCUS HIGH SCHOOL PTSA MEETING  TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2008

Bettianne Quinn called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  Since we did not have an October meeting, we re-introduced ourselves.  MJ Osborne moved to approve the minutes from 09/16/2008; Bob Domergue seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved as written.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Lisa Dinsmore stated we are about $1400 short after the membership drive, a loss of 66 members since last year.  Any changes in the budget have to be proposed in one meeting, voted on in the next meeting.  We have obtained 40 new memberships since October, however.  Any current member recruiting a new PTSA member will receive an extra student directory.  Part of our problem may be that the membership form is not available online.  We have only one of the Cat’s Meow houses left to sell, although Lisa reports we have to pay sales tax on all the houses sold last year as well as this current year.

SGA PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Brittany Johnson is both the SGA president and the county SGA representative.  Local SGA news:  Sponsored Mix It Up Day, with station 93.9 here and icebreaker activities to promote interactions.  Study circles are progressing, working on breaking barriers.  Baker Middle School is modeling the DHS study circles.  County SGA:  Meeting with Ike Leggett, county executive, regarding the purple line, environmental task force (recycling in the cafeteria), family life advisory committee curriculum, and task force with race/social issues.  

PRINCIPAL’S  REPORT:  Mr. Domergue has been working on and dealing with issues regarding the death and injuries sustained in the local auto accident, working with families and DHS students.  Meetings with parents of various grades are progressing.  Athletic teams finished the fall season well.  First report cards came out, only 8% ineligible, 51% of students made the honor roll, 75% are in at least  1 honors class, 62% of seniors in at least 1 AP class.  Six students completed the AOIT program and were recognized for their accomplishment.  Hispanic students met with Mr. Domergue and were encouraged to consider college in their future plans.  Promethean board training will take place over the next 4 months (DHS has 50 Promethean boards).  Regarding Inauguration Day, until the school board decides, it will be considered an excused absence but students at DHS will need to make up any missed exams.

MRS. SUSIE O’BRIEN:  Mrs. O’Brien, teacher and literary coach at DHS, spoke about her role as literacy coach, helping teachers refine and maintain good teaching skills, holding in-school staff meetings, and writing articles for the newsletter about what parents should know from a teacher’s perspective.  Parent Academy is held 4 times a year, informing parents about MSA, HSA testing.  Please email Mrs. O’Brien with any comments or topics of interest.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  To deal with the PTSA budget deficit, we need to recruit more members or cut back on spending.  Continue to email Bettianne with your volunteer hours as she is keeping track.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Membership:   We are short 66 members compared to last year.  

MCCPTA:  We do not have a representative yet.  Meeting is 4th Tuesday of each month.
NAACP:  Cluster meeting held 10/30/2008 at Baker.  The community superintendent spoke.  The meeting was not very well attended so we need to promote these meetings.  Helping prepare for HSA and MSA exams was discussed.  The next meeting will be 01/22/2009 at 7 p.m.
POST PROM:  Louisa Stack stated that the dress sale went well and raised $2300.  There will be a second dress sale in March before prom.  Other fundraisers were the Hometown Hoe Down in October, donuts on Election Day, Vera Bradley bingo, and the Thursday pizza sales.  We need $29,000 and have $11,000 so far.  On 12/08/2008 Post Prom will sponsor a “Shopping Frenzy” with the proceeds for Post Prom.

SCHOLARSHIP:  Ruth Jenkins is the chairperson.

SPECIAL NEEDS/GIFTED AND TALENTED:  No chairperson yet. 

NEWSLETTER:  Next deadline is Friday, 11/21/2008.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   We have no new unfinished business.

A motion was made to adjourn this meeting by Kathi VanHoesen, seconded by Mr. Domergue, approved, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer McGolrick

PTSA Secretary
