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Cresthaven Star Chronicle 

Gearing Up for MSA—Saturday Academy for Parents and Students ! 

Cresthaven Elementary School invites all families to the MSA Parent and Student Saturday Academy on February 25, 

2012 from 8:30—11:00 am.  By participating in the academy, students will be equipped with test taking strategies and 

tools and practice answering to MSA questions. Parents will receive information about MSA, assessment accommo-

dations, and George B. Thomas Sr. Learning Academy. A continental breakfast will be served at 8:30 am. Please 

R.S.V.P by February 10th using the flyer (see Attachment). 
 

Pennies for Patients Campaign Kicks Off on Feb. 6 

Cresthaven is excited to participate in The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's School & Youth Programs to raise funds 

to fight blood cancers like leukemia and provide services for patients and their families. Last year, students in the Na-

tional Capital area raised $705,000. This year, our school is committed to help raise even more, so we ask you to 

please assist our cause by bringing pennies to school or making an online donation to help reach our school's fundrais-

ing goal. Our school’s fundraising webpage is http://nca.sy.llsevent.org/CresthavenElementarySchool  
 

Resources and Educational Support for Military Families 

The United States Department of Defense provides educational supports to military families in our area through two 

liaisons, Mr. Daniel Dunham at 301-295-7849 or Daniel.dunham2@med.navy.mil and Mrs. Patricia Harris at 240-

581-0004 or patricia.harris3@us.army.mil. Some of the resources and support include a homework help program and 

24/7, free online tutoring (http://www.tutor.com/military). See the attachment for a list of resources and supports. 
   

Student Change of School Assignment Process 

The process for requesting a Change of School Assignment (COSA) for the 2012-2013 school year begins February 1 

through April 1, 2012. The Change of School Assignment information Booklet 2012-2013 is available in the school 

office and online at http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/transfers/. Please call the office at 301-431-7622 if 

you have questions. (see Attachment). 
 

Got Talent to Represent Your Culture? 

We are hosting International Night on April 20 from 6:30-8:30.  We are looking for students who are interested in 

sharing a skill or talent that represents their culture.  Has your child learned a special dance, song, martial art, etc. that 

they would be willing to perform that evening?  If so, please contact Mrs. Vigna at anita_l_vigna@mcpsmd.org.  You 

will receive a letter with additional information as we get closer to the event.  
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Mon. Feb 6 - 

 

Thu. Feb. 7  

 

Fri. Feb. 16 - 

 

Thu. Feb. 17- 

 

Mon. Feb. 20- 

 

Sat. Feb. 25- 

 

Fri. Mar. 2- 

 

Tue. Mar. 6- 

 

Mon. Mar. 12-19 

WIDA—ESOL Testing Begins 

 

PTA Meeting @ CES, 6:30 PM 

 

Mock-MSA Reading 

 

Progress Reports Go Home 

 

No School—Presidents’ Day 

 

Saturday Parent Academy 

 

Early Release Day 

 

PTA meeting @ CES, 6:30 PM 

 

MSA Testing 

Calendar Items  Principal’s Corner 

Dear Parents, 

 Report cards were distributed this week for the second 

marking period.  The grading rubric will inform you of how 

your child performed on measurement topics taught in all sub-

ject areas during this grading period.  During the 3rd quarter stu-

dents will receive instruction that challenges them to further 

apply the skills and knowledge learned in the first semester.  

Now is a good time to review or re-establish those study habits 

& routines to ensure that your child continues their successful 

learning experience.  We still have much more to do!  If you 

have any questions about your child’s report card 

please contact the teacher.    

   Ms. Gorden 

https://webmail.mcpsmd.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=e32ea2ad95244369be82df031af42096&URL=http%3a%2f%2fnca.sy.llsevent.org%2fCresthavenElementarySchool
http://www.tutor.com/military
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/transfers/
mailto:anita_l_vigna@mcpsmd.org
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Parent Resources & Community Events 
 

The Winter 2012 MCPS Parent Academy Workshops are well underway. Some of the upcoming workshop offerings 

are:  Feb. 9th, 7:30-9:00 pm at Richard Montgomery HS (Summer Opportunities Fair), Feb. 13th, 6:30-8:30 pm at 

Earle Wood MS (Computer Smart), Feb. 15th, 7:00-8:30 pm at Eastern MS (An Innovative Approach to Anti-

Bullying Presented by Rockin’ the Rage, Inc.), Feb. 15th, 7:00-8:30 pm at Cannon Road ES (Parenting Without 

Threats and Bribes), and Feb. 23rd, 7:00-8:30 pm at Benjamin Banneker MS (Understanding the Maryland School 

Assessment). For more information and a schedule of all workshops visit www.mcpsparentacademy.org.   

 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Joshua Starr will be holding spring forums on four specific areas from 7:00 to 8:30 pm; 

March 12 at John F. Kenny HS (English Language Learners), March 22 at Magruder HS (Gifted Education), April 16 

at Seneca Valley HS (Special Education), and May 10 at Walt Whitman HS (Social and Emotional Learning). These 

forums will provide an opportunity for MCPS families to hear about latest trends and research, find out what’s hap-

pening in our schools, and share their thoughts with Dr. Starr. 
 

PTA News 
 

The Cresthaven-Nix PTA is in need of parent volunteers for two projects.  Please consider volunteering a couple 

hours of your time to give back to the school and help provide your child, our students, with wonderful opportunities. 

 

Project 1-Committee Leaders For Spring Biathlon 

In the Spring, the PTA will provide a health and fitness program for our students.  We will have a variety of activi-

ties., which means we need lots of volunteers.  We would like to place a few parent leaders in each committee to en-

sure that we cover all activities scheduled to take place.  Duties may vary.  Details to come.  Sign up now! 

 

Project 2-Delivery of Business Sponsorship Letters 

We have drafted letters to be distributed to local businesses in the area (White Oak, Hillandale, Downtown Silver 

Spring, Four Corners, etc).  We would like to ask local businesses for their financial support to sponsor upcoming 

events provided by our PTA. Most businesses look for opportunities to give back to the community so we simply need 

to approach them and ask.  We need you to help do this at your convenience. Letters are ready to be delivered! Simply 

volunteer your time to do so.  If you need transportation to help deliver, just let us know.  

 

If you are interested in one or both of these volunteer opportunities, please contact, Nubia Jones, Volunteer Coordina-

tor, PTA at holisticchildren@yahoo.com or 202.427.3791. 
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Cresthaven Parenting Workshops Every Monday at 

2:00 –3:30 PM. 

Just drop in! 

mailto:holisticchildren@yahoo.com






Maryland School Assessment (MSA) 

Parent and Student Saturday Academy 

Join us as we prepare our students for 

the Maryland School Assessment (MSA) 

Saturday, February 25, 2012 

8:30 am—11:00 am 

 Students will be equipped with testing strategies and tools. 

 Students will practice responding to MSA questions in Reading and Mathematics. 

 Parents will receive  information about MSA and assessment accommodations. 

 Parents will hear information about George B. Thomas Sr. Learning Academy. 

SPACE IS LIMITED!! R. S. V. P. BY February  10, 2012 

A continental breakfast will be served at 8:30 am. 

Please complete the bottom of this form and return it to school by February 10, 2012. 

 We will attend the  Parent and Student Saturday Academy. 

Student Name: ________________________________    Grade: _________ 

Homeroom Teacher: ____________________________ 

 We will not attend the Parent and Student Saturday Academy. 



Asesoría del Estado de Maryland (MSA) 

Academia de Padres y Estudiantes los sábados 

Por favor acompáñenos ya que estamos preparando 

a los estudiantes para el Asesoría del estado de 

Maryland (MSA) 

Sábado, 25 de febrero del 2012 

8:30 am—11:00 am 

 Los estudiantes aprenderán estrategias y útiles para los exámenes. 

 Los estudiantes practicaran contestando preguntas de la asesoría del estado de Maryland 

en lectura y matemáticas. 

 Los padres recibirán información sobre la asesoría y las acomodaciones especiales. 

 Los padres escucharan sobre la Academia de Aprendizaje de George B. Thomas Sr. 

íEl cupo es LIMITADO! Por favor corresponda antes del 10 de febrero 

del 2012  

Un desayuno estilo continental será servido a las 8:30 am. 

Por favor llene la forma abajo y regrésela antes del 10 de febrero del 2012. 

 Si participare con la Academia de Padres y Estudiantes los sábados. 

Nombre del Estudiante: ____________________________    Grado: _________ 

Profesor del Estudiante: ____________________________ 

 No participare en la academia. 




