Should Foreign Born Citizens Be Allowed to Run for President?
By Jacob H.  

Did you know that some citizens can’t become president? In Article II of the Constitution, it says that only “natural born” citizens can become president. This means only citizens born on U.S ground. This became an issue about four years ago when Arnold Schwarzenegger stated that he wanted to let foreign-born citizens run. This is an issue everywhere in the United States, because this may decide whom the chief executive is in further years for the U.S. Foreign born citizens are just as fit to be president as some natural born citizens are.

It seems like discrimination, that some citizens can’t run for president, just because they weren’t born on U.S. land. Foreign born citizens can participate on the American Olympic teams, run for senate, and for other government positions. Why are they able to do all of these jobs, but not president? It seems like it’s discriminating some citizens. Just as African-Americans and women fought for their rights and got them, foreign born citizens need their rights, too.

Some people might argue the foreign-born citizens don’t know the country as well as people born here. Foreign-born citizens should be able to run for president because to get to be a citizen, they have to take a test on the nation. To do this, the people taking this, who are trying to be citizens, have to know the country very well. There are 100 different questions on the citizenship test immigrants have to take to become a citizen. To become a citizen, they have to answer 80% of the questions correctly. One of the questions is, “What Immigration and Naturalization Service form is used to apply to become a naturalized citizen?” The answer to this is Form N-400, "Application to File Petition for Naturalization". There are many other difficult questions for an immigrant, like who said, “Give me liberty or give me death?” (This may be easier for Americans, but it’s fairly hard for immigrants.) With this information, you can see that it’s not that easy to become a U.S. citizen.

Others might argue that if a foreign-born citizen became president, the person might be a foreign spy, and would still be native to their first country. That would be wrong. Do you remember the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor? After that, we thought that all Japanese-Americans were spies. They weren’t spies, and that proves that the odds of a foreign spy becomes president is very low. Also, even though people think the president has tons of power, he actually doesn’t. If the person turns out to be a spy and doing bad things, then Congress can impeach him.
In conclusion, foreign-born citizens should be able to run for president. This is because not letting them is discrimination, they know the nation just as well as you and me, and they are not going to be foreign spies. Foreign born citizens can hold other government positions. If they can do that, why can’t they run for president? There are many people who are foreign-born citizens who would be good choices for president like Madeleine Albright, a native of Czechoslovakia, and Henry Kissinger, a native of Germany. Overall, foreign born citizens should be able to run for president.

Interesting fact: John McCain was born in Panama, but he was born there when it was a U.S. territory. With the current rules to become president, should he be able to run for president? 
Interesting Fact: There was a bill proposed by Utah Sen. Orrin Hatch. The bill put forth by Hatch would allow anyone who has been a citizen of the United States for at least 20 years to run for president.
