Welcome to 6th Grade English

	Unit One:  Foundations


Literature Study

· Anchor Texts:  Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli




The View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsburg

· Poetry, short stories, expository text

· Characterization, Internal and External Conflict, Figurative Language, Flashback, Humor, Hyperbole, Imagery, Inference, Irony, Plot Structure, Setting, Simile, Theme, Tone, 
· Independent reading of various genres

· Portfolio entries and International Baccalaureate connections

Writing

· Brief Constructed Responses (BCRs), poetry, drama, narration, personal essay, news articles, summaries, personal and business letters, speeches, advertisements, public service announcements, letters to the editor, research papers
· Six Traits of Writing; Writing Process
· Portfolio entries and International Baccalaureate connections
· Grammar, usage, and sentence structure (prefixes, suffixes, complete subjects and predicates, simple subjects and predicates, contractions, possessives)
	Unit Two:  Adventures


Literature Study
· Anchor Texts:  The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi





Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls

· Poetry, short stories, expository text

· Independent reading of various genres

· Alliteration, Attitude, Audience, Connotation, Denotation, Diction, Foreshadowing, Metaphor, Monologue, Mood, Motivation, Multiple Meanings, Shared Inquiry
· Portfolio entries and International Baccalaureate connections

Writing
· BCRs, poetry, drama, narration, personal essay, news articles, summaries, personal and business letters, speeches, advertisements, public service announcements, letters to the editor, research papers
· Six Traits of Writing; Writing Process
· Portfolio entries and International Baccalaureate connections

· Grammar, Usage, and Sentence Structure (independent clauses, coordinating conjunctions, compound sentence elements, commas in a series)
	Unit Three:  Challenges and Barriers


Literature Study

· Anchor Texts:  Holes  by Louis Sachar




        Taking Sides  by Gary Soto

· Poetry, short stories, expository text

· Independent reading of various genres

· Allusion, Parallel Structure, Paraphrasing, Persuasion, Plagiarism,  Point of View, Textual Support
· Portfolio entries and International Baccalaureate connections

Writing

· BCRs, poetry, drama, narration, personal essay, news articles, summaries, personal and business letters, speeches, advertisements, public service announcements, letters to the editor, research papers
· Six Traits of Writing; Writing Process
· Portfolio entries and International Baccalaureate connections

· Grammar, Usage, and Sentence Structure (verb tense for regular and irregular verbs, subject-verb agreement, maintaining verb tense)
	Unit Four:  Choices


Literature Study

· Excerpted Texts:  



Romeo and Juliet  by William Shakespeare




As You Like It  by William Shakespeare




A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare
· Literature Circle Texts:



Belle Prater’s Boy by Ruth White



The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm by Nancy Farmer



Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan



Max and Me and the Time Machine by Gery Greer



Ruby Holler by Sharon Creech



Yolanda’s Genius by Carol Fenner

· Poetry, short stories, expository text, plays
· Independent reading of various genres

· Act, Blank Verse, Blocking a Scene, Dialogue, Playbill, Prose, Scene, Script, Stage Directions 

· Portfolio entries and International Baccalaureate connections

Writing

· BCRs, poetry, drama, narration, personal essay, editorials, speeches, advertisements, public service announcements, letters to the editor, research papers

· Six Traits of Writing; Writing Process

· Portfolio entries and International Baccalaureate connections

· Grammar, Usage, and Sentence Structure (prepositions, prepositional phrases)
