6th Grade - September Newsletter
Friendly Reminders:
#1)    HOMEWORK in 6th grade is 10% of your overall grade.  This rule applies to ALL of your classes.  Failure to complete and turn in homework on the day it is due can impact your overall grade in a class. Please do your homework and turn it in on the day it is due.   Parents, any support you can provide your child in this area is appreciated. 

#2)    GRADES & HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS:   You can access student grades and homework assignments via your computer at home.  Please do this regularly. 

#3)    STUDENT ABSENCES:  If you know you are going to be absent from a class, please see the teacher ahead of time for any work.  If you have an un-expected absence, then you need to see your teachers for the missed work, as soon as you return to school.

#4)    Reminder to 6th graders!!!  Verification forms for SSL summer hours MUST be turned in to Mrs. Robinson NO LATER THAN Friday, September 25, 2009.  Parents, it is this time of year that the counselors begin to decide which groups to run for children.  In the past, we have conducted grief groups, cancer support groups, friendship/social skills groups, divorce groups, and anger management/feelings groups.  PLEASE let us know if you think that your child or another CCES student would benefit from one of these groups.  Thank you.  
#5)  “Sniffle/Runny Nose Season” has arrived.  We are in desperate need of  Kleenex box donations.
ENGLISH

Welcome to 6th Grade English!  Unit 1 is titled “Foundations” which is the prevailing theme of the literature we will study and the writing projects we will undertake.  The literature includes two anchor texts, Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli.  Poetry, short stories and expository text will complement the novels as we explore characterization, internal and external conflict, figurative language, flashback, humor, hyperbole, imagery, inference, irony, plot structure, setting, simile, theme, and tone.

Extensive, in-class modeling of reporting on RAH books (RAH Fiction and Non-fiction Submission Forms) has been done in conjunction with introducing new reading texts contained in news articles and the literature anthology The Language of Literature.  This guided practice provides students with an understanding of expectations in their independent reading.  Parental support with this portion of the curriculum is essential.  Students should be reading “JUST RIGHT” books.  That means the book can be read and UNDERSTOOD with little or no help from an adult.  Many students choose books that are “TOO HARD” to read on their own and end up at their “frustration level” which is NOT conducive to reading growth. Likewise, books that are “TOO EASY” do not foster stronger reading skills.  Students have been taught strategies for self-selecting books and identifying genres.  These are important skills that will be used throughout the 6th grade year and beyond.

The writing instruction will highlight the 6+1 Traits of Writing which are: Ideas & Development; Organization; Voice; Word Choice; Sentence Fluency; Conventions; and Presentation.  An emphasis will be placed on strengthening grammar skills by using prefixes, suffixes, complete subjects and predicates, simple subjects and predicates, and contractions.

MATH 6
• Unit Assessment:  October 8-9

• Content Covered:
• Data Analysis / Statistics

• Frequency Tables

• Measure of Central Tendency

• Representative vs. Bias Samples

• Circle Graph

• Misleading Statistics /Displays
MATH 7 -

• Unit Assessment: October 8-9

• Data Analysis / Statistics

• Measures of Variation

• Box-and-Whisker Plots

• Back-To-Back Stem and

• Leaf Plots

• Measure of Central Tendency

• Representative vs. Bias Samples

• Misleading Statistics /Scatter Plots
IMPORTANT POINT TO REMEMBER:

·  Homework in 6th grade counts towards 10% of your grade in ALL of your classes.  Failure to do your homework and turn it in on the day it is due can impact your overall grade in a class.  Please do your homework on the night it is assigned and turn it in on-time.

Investigations Into Mathematics
Unit Assessment:  October 8-9

Unit 1A

Sampling techniques

Gathering and presenting data

Misleading data displays

Measures of central tendency

Statistical measures for bias

Analyzing and communicating results of statistical experiments

Unit 1B

Identifying and describing sets, subsets, complements, unions and intersections of sets

Venn Diagrams to present relationships

Sets and set operations using number lines

Set rosters

READING

We will…

· Choose appropriate books for independent and “book box” reading time
· Identify the main events and supporting details in a story
· Summarize the main events and supporting details of a story (in well written paragraph)
· Write dialogue letters to Ms. York following the summary-connection paragraph format established in-class
· Actively participate in Shared Inquiry Discussion of the text being read
· Refer back to the text for support to back up our ideas and opinions
IMPORTANT POINTS TO REMEMBER:
·  Homework is a GRADED EVENT in 6th grade and it counts towards 10% of your grade in ALL of your classes.  Please do your homework on the night it is assigned and turn it in on-time.
· 20 minutes Independent Reading and a brief summary are assigned on Tuesday and Wednesday nights in reading class.
SCIENCE
We will…

· Identify how and why scientists classify organisms

· Explore the levels of classification, focusing specifically on kingdoms

· Create our own classification system

· Identify the different roles that abiotic and biotic factors play within an ecosystem
· Identify and explain the interdependency of organisms in an ecosystem
· Identify sources of energy within an environment.
Dates to Remember:

· Outdoor Ed forms are due October 2 – we still need parent chaperones, especially overnight

· Invention ideas are due on October 29

SOCIAL STUDIES

We will…

· Explore different types of maps and their uses
· Identify elements found on all maps 
· Read and explore maps using grids, scale, orientation, and keys/legends
· Create our own map of the classroom
· Identify physical features of the land the promote and support settlement
SPANISH

We will…

· Ask and answer basic informational questions using Tu and Usted.

· Say the alphabet, so we can spell out words in Spanish

· Count from 0 – 30 

· Answer and ask questions about the calendar

· Describe the weather during the different seasons and months of the year

· Respond to teacher commands

· Ask basic in-school survival questions 

· Identify items in the classroom

· Read and translate the daily, Morning Message

IMPORTANT POINTS TO REMEMBER:
·  Homework is a GRADED EVENT in 6th grade.  Homework counts for 10% of your final grade in ALL classes and must be turned in on-time.

· The first SPANISH UNIT EXAM will be on WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30th.  This is a summative assessment and is not a re-testable event.  A list of what to study/review has been given to each student.

 
