6th Grade – October Newsletter
Friendly Reminders:
#1)    HOMEWORK in 6th grade is 10% of your overall grade.  This rule applies to ALL of your classes.  Failure to complete and turn in homework on the day it is due can impact your overall grade in a class. Please do your homework and turn it in on the day it is due.   Parents, any support you can provide your child in this area is appreciated. 

#2)    GRADES & HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS:   You can access student grades and homework assignments via your computer at home.  Please do this regularly. 

#3)    STUDENT ABSENCES:  If you know you are going to be absent from a class, please see the teacher ahead of time for any work.  If you have an un-expected absence, then you need to see your teachers for the missed work, as soon as you return to school.

#4)  “Sniffle/Runny Nose Season” has arrived.  We are in desperate need of  Kleenex box donations.

#5) Parent Teacher Conferences   Conference dates are November 11th and 12th.  You should have received a notice from your child’s homeroom teacher requesting a conference time. If you have not done so, please return the notice with a first, second and third choice conference time as soon as possible. 
English


Grade 6 English students have begun an intensive literature study unit with the theme of “Foundations”.  We have read and analyzed the concrete poem “Saguaro” by Frank Asch.  We have also studied two short stories.  The first story was about a family who recently immigrated to America titled “The All-American Slurp”, and the second story was about the misadventures of three Tenderfoot scouts titled “Scout’s Honor”.  


Students are now in the midst of studying a modern-day tall tale novel titled Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli.  Among the many topics of study imbedded in the literature unit will be analysis of character traits and motivation, internal and external conflict, narrative from different points of view, hyperbole, imagery, plural and possessive nouns, and contractions.  The unit will culminate with a summative assessment which will include both reading and writing components.  Study guides will be provided and ample time will be given to prepare for the assessment.   Please encourage your child to stay current with the assigned reading and writing schedules. Details can be found in the students’ binders on page 1 of the English section and in the daily homework assignment listings.

	



READING

We will…
· Identify the main events and supporting details in an article
· Determine and analyze important ideas and messages in informational text
· Summarize the main events and supporting details in well written paragraph
· Identify and use text features to facilitate understanding of informational texts
· Respond appropriately to BCR questions (TTQA, refer back to the text for information to support our 2 examples)
· Proofread all of our work OUT LOUD before we turn it in
IMPORTANT POINTS TO REMEMBER:
·  Homework is a GRADED EVENT in 6th grade and it counts towards 10% of your grade in ALL of your classes.  Please do your homework on the night it is assigned and turn it in on-time.

· 20 minutes Independent Reading and a brief summary are assigned on Tuesday and Wednesday nights.

Math 

Sixth Grade Math 

We will …

· Select tools and units to measure accurately in given situations
· Compare, convert, and estimate units of measure of length, time, weight, mass, capacity, and volume within the same measurement system
· Compare relative sizes of both customary and metric units
· Use estimation and mental math to solve problems with fractions, decimals, and percents, explaining the reasoning involved
· Add, subtract, multiply, and divide with decimals and fractions, including mixed numbers, expressing answers in simplest form
Seventh Grade Math
· recognize and appropriately use exponential, scientific, and calculator notation

· describe the magnitude of numbers
· apply formulas and evaluate algebraic expressions when given variable values
· simplify expressions using the order of operations on expressions involving the four operations, exponents and parentheses
· simplify expressions by applying the commutative, associative, and distributive properties and justify
· use variables and appropriate operations to write expressions
· model, identify, and solve 2 step linear equations and inequalities using concrete and informal methods
· solve one and two-step linear equations and inequalities with one variable
Please make sure to consult the unit overview guides for sample problems, textbook correlations and website suggestions. 

Investigation Into Mathematics

· analyze the set of intergers and rational numbers for group properties
· select and apply mathematical properties to solve problems with real numbers
· add, subtract, multiply, and divide with rational numbers
· model and apply the rules of exponents
· multiply and divide by powers of ten
· describe the relationship between roots of numbers
· estimate powers and square roots to solve problems
· apply the concepts of ratios, rates, unit rates, and percents to real-world problems
SCIENCE
We will…

· Identify how animals adapt to survive and how these adaptations make certain members of a species more successful than others
· Explore the role of mutation and variation in natural selection.
· Create our own organism with characteristics that make it best suited to survive in a particular habitat of our choosing

· Identify  how natural selection and evolution are linked
· Identify what drives changes within a species
· Identify the role of fossil records and DNA on our knowledge of the evolution of species

· Identify and explore how organisms evolve over time.

Dates to Remember:

· We will be typing our Evidence of Originality in the media center on November 4 and 5

SPANISH
We will…

· Describe ourselves and others (physical descriptions, personality traits, nationality, etc.).

· Practice asking and answering personal and biographical questions

· Practice using the singular forms of SER and TENER

· Describe the weather during the different seasons and months of the year

· Use Me Gusta plus activities in the infinitive to tell what we like

· Write and state the time shown on a clock
· Read and translate the daily, Morning Message

IMPORTANT POINT TO REMEMBER:
·  Homework is a GRADED EVENT in 6th grade.  Homework counts for 10% of your final grade in ALL classes and must be turned in on-time.
· Students need to review their study guide vocabulary every night for 15 – 30 minutes.

· The second UNIT EXAM will be on FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6th.  This is a summative assessment and is not a re-testable event.  A list of what to study/review has been given to each student.

 
